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TO    THE 


NOBLEMEN,  AND  GENTLEMEN, 
MEMBERS    OF    THE 

BRmSH  SOCIETTFOR  EXTENDING 
THE  FISHERIES,  &c. 

MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

T  E^f  BRACE  this  early  opportunity 
of  congratulating  the  Public  upon 
an  event,  which,  whjjj  it  refiefts  im- 
mortal honoui-  on  your  humanity  and 
patriotic  fpirit,  will  contribute,  in  a  moft 
eminent  degree,  to  the  fecurity  gnd 
profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

A  very  confiderable  part  of  this  ifland 

was  lyii^g  almoft  ixi  a  ftate  of  nature; 

the  riches  of  its  fhores,  tho'  more  im- 
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portant  to  great  national  purpofes  than 
the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  were 
fcarcely  fought  after.  A  great  body  of 
people,  having  no  means  of  .employ- 
ment, were  rendered  torpid  by  idlenefs; 
they  were  frequently  expofed  to  famine; 
and  many  of  them  forced,  through  ne-: 
ceffity,  to  abandon  their  barren,  but 
beloved  wilds. 

Their  grievances  had  been  flightly  re- 
prefented  in  the  writings  of  fome  emir 
^ent  men  of  the  prefent  age.  But  thefe 
pid:ures  of  diftrefs,  though  they  might 
pccaiion  a  figh  in  the  breaft  of  the  hu- 
mane j^ader.  Were  forgotten  amidft  the 
croud  of  occurrences  which  glide  away 
with  time  into  the  gulph  of  oblivion. 

Something  farther  was  neceflary,  to 
imprefs  the  mind  more  deeply,  to  awak- 
en the  fenfes  as  from  a  lethargy,  and  to 
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er^  m  eftaWifliment  upon  the  folid 
h^G&  jctf  yjftues,  which  in  all  ages  have 
heen  juflly  pcHifidered  a$  the  glory  of 
humanity. 

When  the  pafling  tale  W^  new-mo 
delle4,  colle<5ted,  an^  Qompreffed  within- 
a  narrow  point,  aided,  in  the  recital,  by 
language  which  came  from  the  heart, 
it  then  proved fufficiently  in  unifonwith 
the  feelings  of  the  times:  its  eflfeds 
were  inftantaneous,  and  are  likely  to  be- 
come permanently  and  completely  effi- 
cacious* 

To  you,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Britidn  owes  the  great  national  acqui- 
fition  that  is  before  us.'  To  you,  the 
naked,  the  hungry,  and  thehelplefs;  the 
defpondihg  parent,  the  hufband,  and  the 
widow,  will  look  up  in  tranfports  of  gra- 
titude. Whenneceffity  aiid.defpair  had 
a  3  •  ,  thinned  . 
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thinned  many  diftri<Sts,  and  threatened 
more,  you  voluntarily  ftept  forth,  with 
the  benevolent  refolution  to  procure 
that  relief  which  the  circumftances  of 
the  country  md  the  people  required. 
The  Public  have  caught  the  generous 
flame,  and,  from  prefent  appearances, 
there  is  eVery  reifon  to  believe,  that 
the  year  m  dcc  lxxxvi  will  form  an 
aera  in  the  Britilh  annals. 

t 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
With  the  greateft  refpe<5t, 
Your  moft  devoted, 
Humble  fervant, 

JOHN    KNOX. 


LONDOtr, 

Marti 


28, 1787.  y 
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DISSE  RTATI  ONS 

ON     THE 

ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  STATE 
Of   the 

iH    I    6    H    L    A    N    t)    S. 


OF  THE    ANCIENT  CALEDONIA,    AND 
THE    HEBRIDE    ISLANDS^ 

WHEN  the  Romans  carried  their  arms 
into  Britain^*  the  whole  ifland  was 
poffefled  by  three  nations,  Iprimg  originally, 
though  at  very  different  periods,  from 
the  Celtae  or  the  Gael  of  the  continent* 
Thefe  were  the  Caledonians,  the  Cim- 
bri,  and  the  Belgasf*  Though  defcended 
from  the  fame  fource,  their  feparation  into 
different  channels  was  very  remote.    The 

Gael, 

*  Introduftion  to  the  Hiftoiy  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
by  James  Macpherfon*  Efq* 

Critical  I^iflertatlons  on  the  Origin,  Antiquities,  Language, 
Government,  &c.  of  the  ancient  Caledonians,  their  Poflerity 
the  Pifts*  and  the  firitiih  and  Irifh  Scots,  hy  John  Macpher- 
fon,  D.  D.  Minlfter  of  Slate,  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky* 
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Gael,  who  polTclfed  the  northern  Britain,  fcy 
the  name  of  Caledonia,  having  pafTed  from  die 
continent  before  the  arts  of  civil  life  had 
made  any  coniiderable  progrefs  among  them^ 
retained  the  pure  but  unimproved  language 
of  their  anceftors^  together  with  their  rude 
fimplicity  of  manners- 

The  Cimbri  and  BelgaS,  falling  under  the 
power  of  the  Romans,  foon  after  they  were 
mentioned  by  hiftorian?*  were  loft  in  the  ge- 
neral name  of  Britons. 

In  proportion  as  we  fratel  iiorfliwardin 
ancient  Britain,  the  dai'krtfefs  which  involves 
the  antiquities  of  its  inhabitants,  thickens  be- 
foreus.  Tl^Cimbri  and  Belg»,  after  they  were 
comprehesided  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman 
dominions^  were  feen  diftihftly ;  but  the  more 
ancient  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  the  Gael, 
appeared  only  tranliently,  when,  in  an  hof- 
tile  manner^  they  advanced  to  tiie  frontiers 
of  the  province.  The  arms  of  the  empire 
penetrated,  at  difFi^-mt  periods,  into  the 
heart  of  the  country  beyond  the  Scottifli 
lirths}  but  as  thefe  expeditions  were  not 
attended  with  abfolute  conqueft,  and  a  con- 
fequent  fettlement  of  colonies,  the  Romans 
made  little  inquiry  concerning  the  origin 

and 
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a2id  hiftory  of  the  natives  of  the  northern 
divifion  of  Britain. 

Julius  Agricola,  who,  for  the  firft  time, 
diiplayed  the  Roman  Eagle  beyond  the 
fifdis,  was  not  more  fuccefsful  in  the  field 
than  he  Was  happy  in  an  hiftorian  to  tranf^ 
mit  his  aftions  with  luftre  to  pofterity. — 
But  eveh  the  diftinA  and  intelligent  Tacitus 
^ves  but  a  very  iraperfefl  idea  of  thofe  ene- 
mies, by  the  defeat  of  whom  his  father-in^ 
law  acquired  fo  much  reputation.  We  learn 
irom  him.  indeed,  that  the  Caledonians  were 
the  moft  ancient  inhabitants  of  Britain;  that 
th^  were  brave  andnumerous^  that,  though 
overcome  in  the  field  by  the  difcipline  of  the 
Roman  legions,  they  were  far  from  being  re- 
duced into  any  fubje6tion  which  could  de- 
deierve  the  name  of  conqueft. 

After  Agricolawas  removed  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Britain,  the  writers  of  the  em- 
|)ire  for  fome  years  loft  fight  of  the  Caledo- 
nians. The  incurfions  of  thofe  Barbarians 
into  the  province,  forced  both  Adrian  and 
Antoninus  Pius  to  conftru6t  walls,  at  an  im- 
Qienie  labour  and  expence,  to  exclude  their 
-ravages.  In  the  reign  of  Commodus,  neither 
!waUs,nor  the  oiilitary  abilities  an<i  condu6l  of 

Marcellus, 
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Mafcclliis,  could  prevent  them  from  laying 
wafte  the  northern  divifion  of  the  Roman  Bri*- 
tairi,  till  Sevenis,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
third  century,  carried  the  War  ihto  tteir  coun^ 
try  with  a  numerous  army.  This  is  the  fum 
of  what  the  Romans  haive  related  concerning; 
the  Caledonians  for  near  two  centuries  af- 
ter they  were  firft  mentioned :  to  their  origin 
and  internal  hiftory  the  writers  of  Rome 
were  equally  ftrang^s. 

This  defeft  in  foreign  Writers,  with  ftf^ 
gard  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  North  Bri^ 
tain,  is  not  fiippilied  by  any  authentic  monti- 
ments  of  their  own.  The  Caledoiiiahs  were 
not  more  deftitute  of  the  means  of  preferving 
their  hiftory  in  the  intermediate  century  be- 
tween Agricola  and  Sevenis,  than  their  pol^ 
terity  were  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
Romans  had  relinquifhed  the  dominion  of 
Britain.  The  climate  and  foil  of  Caledonia 
were  far  from  being  favourable  to  internal 
civilization;  and  a  ferocity  of  manners,  ari- 
fing  from  an  uninterrupted  ferfes  of  hoftili- 
ties,  efFefhially  prevented  the  introduction  of 
the  arts  of  civil  life  from  abroad. 

But  when  the  Scots  look  back  with  regret 
upon  that  want  of  letters  which  has  involved 

in 
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in  obfcurity  and  fable  the  origin  and  hiftoiy 
of  their  anceftors,  they  ought  to  confider, 
that  probably  from  this  circumftance  they 
maintained    their    national   independence,     ' 
which  they  tranfmitted  to  their  pofterity. 

From  the  united  teftimonies  of  Tacitus, 
Dio,  and  Solinus,  we  find,  that  the  ancient 
Caledonia  comprehended  all  that  country  ly- 
ing to  the  north  of  the  rivers  Forth  and 
Clyde.  In  proportion  as  the  Silurcs  or 
Cimbri  advanced  towards  the  north,  the 
Caledonians,  being  circumfcribed  within 
narrower  limits,  were  forced  to  tranfmigratc 
into  the  iflands  which  croud  the  weflern 
coafts  of  Scotland.  It  is  in  this  period,  pro- 
bably, we  ought  to  place  the  firft  great  mi- 
gration of  the  Britifh  Gael  into  Ireland; 
that  kingdom  being  much  nearer  to  the  pro- 
montory of  Galloway  and  Cantire,  tlian 
many  of  the  Scottifh  ifles  are  to  the  con- 
tinent of  North  Britain-* 

To  the  country  which  the  Caledonians 
poflefled,  they  gave  the  name  of  Cael-docb, 
which  is  the  only  appellation  the  Scots,  who 
fpeak  the  Galic  language,  know  for  tlieir 

own 

•  The  channel  between  Galloway  and  Ireland  is  only  zo 
'  miles,  and*  between  Cantire  and  that  kingdom,  13  miles. 
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«virri  divirion  of  Britain.  CMl^doch  h  a  coitt^ 
pound,  made  upolF  Gael  or  CaH^  tbcfirft 
colony  of  the  ancient  Gauls  who  tizit&sor* 
jgrated  into  Britain,  ^  and  .^i^,  adiftrifboT 
divjfion  of  a  country.  The  Romans^  l>y 
tranfpofing  the  letter  /  in  Catly  and  by  foft- 
^ning  into  a  Latin  ternvnation  the  ia&  of 
jkchy  fonned  the  w^U  known  ixame  of  Ca^ 
ledoQia.  - 

When  the  tribes  of  .North  Britain  weoe! 
attacked  by  the  Romans,  they  ^tered  into- 
affociations,  that  by  uniting  their  ftrengthi 
they  might  be  more  able  to  repel  Ac  com- 
imon  enemy.  The  particiibr  name  of  tiiaS 
tribe,  which  either  its  fuperior  power  or 
.military  reputation  placed  at  the  head,  of  the 
-ailbciation,  was  the  general  name  g^v^n  by 
the  Romans  to  all  the  confEderates. 

Hence  it  is  that  XhtMaataj  who  with  other 
tribes  inhabited  the  diftrifts  of  Scotland  lying 
fouthward  of  the  Firth^  and  the  Caledonians, 
who  inhabited  the  weft  and  north  weft 
parts,  have  engrofied  all  die  glory  whidi  hc^ 
Jonged  in  common,  though  in  an  mferior 
degree,  to  all  the  other  nations  lettled  of  old 
in  North  Britain.  It  was  for  the  fame  rea^ 
fon  that  the  name  of  Maata  was  entirety 
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forgotten  by  foreign  writers  after  tte  ttilftl 
century,  and  that  of  the  CakJomans  tfaem# 
jelve^.btctfddom  mentioned  after  the  fourth. 

Britains,  Caledonians,  Mseatae,  Barbaric 
ans,  are  the  names  confhintly  given  to  the 
fid  inhabitants  of  North  Britain,  by  Tacitus^ 
Herodian^  Dio,  Spartian^  Vopiicus,  and 
otlKr  ancient  wiiters.  The  fucceffors  of 
thefe  Britains,  Caledonians,  Maeats^  an4^ 
Parbariahs,  are  called  Pi£ts,  Scots,  and  Atr 
tacots,  by  fome  Roman  writers  of  the  fourth 
centxu:y. 

The  origin  of  the  appellation  SaUti  and 
PiStiy  introduced  by  latter  Roman  authcxrs,^ 
lias  occafioncd  much  cpntroverfy  among  die 
fmtiquarians  of  thefe  days.  The  dii^ute 
ieems  now  to  be  fully  decided  by  fome  leam-» 
fd  critics  of  the  prefent  century,  particularly 
^y  the  before  mentioned  gentlemen,  whole 
Juiowledge  of  the  Galic  language  aififted 
^ir  inveftigation^. 

The  term  Attkcots  difeppeared  wdtli  the 
fiation  who  introduced  it.  We  ihall  now 
diftinguifk*  the  people  df  the  north  by  that 
of  Scots  and  J^i6ls..  By  the  Scot$  is  to  be 
imderftood  the  nations  who,  after  the  depar- 
ture o^  the  Romans^  inhabited  the  weft  fide 
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of  that  kingdom,  including  both  the  High- 
l9^s  and  the  Lowlands. 

The  PiCls  poffeffed  all  the  eaft  country, 
which  was  the  moft  fertile  part  of  Nortfi  Bri- 
tain. '  The  two  nations,  though  originally 
one  people,  were  continually  at  war  with 
one  another,  or  with  thfe  Britams,  ^nd  after-* 
wards  the  Saxons  of  the  fouth  part  of  the 
ifland. 

At  laft  the  Scottifh  arms  prevailed  over 
the  Pifts,  when  North  Britain  was  united 
under  one  monarch  in  the  year  843,  whofc 
defcendants  have  fwaycd  the  crown  to  the 
prefent  time.  The  names  of  Pifts  and  Pi£l-f 
land,  were  how  loft  in  thofe  of  Scots  and 
Scotland}  but  a  new  diftinftion  arofe  in  af- 
ter ages.  The  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
taineous  parts  were  called  Highlanders,  while 
thofe  who  lived  in  the  more  fertile  and  le- 
vel countries  were  known  by  the  general 
name  of  Lowlanders.  Thefe  diftinftions  ftill 
feipain*;  but  the  Highlanders  continue  to 
^ak  the  ancientCeltic  language  in  its  purity, 
and  to  ret^n  their  ancient  vigour,  bravery, 
boipit^lity,  jyid  fimpUcity  of  manners. 

The 
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The  Lowlanders  are  a  mixture  of  the  an- 
cient Caledonians,  the  original  ftock  of  the 
country,  with  fouthem  Britains,  Saxons, 
and  modem  Englifh.  The  Highlanders  arc 
ftrangers  to  the  national  name  of  Scots  j  they 
call  the  Low  Country  people  Albinicb^  or  the 
inhabitants  of  Albin.  To  the  Englifh  they 
give  the  name  of  Sajfenachs^  or  the  Saxons  i 
and  their  country,  Sajferiy  the  land  of  the 
Saxons. 

Thefc  two  people,  though  compofmg  one 
nation,  and  governed  by  one  line  of  princes 
through  a  long  feries  of  ages,  continued  in 
fome  degree  hoflile  to  one  another,  and  -fel- 
4om  aflimulated  in  any  one  circumflance, 
excepting  their  mutual  exertions  in  defence 
of  their  country  and  liberties,  which  they 
carried  on  with  incredible  fteadinefs,  perfe- 
verance,  and  fuccefs,  from  the  firft  invafion 
of  the  Romans,  to  the  union  of  the  two 
Britifh  crowns. 

The  moft  formidable  and  barbarous  in- 
vaders of  that  kingdom,  after  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Roman  empire,  were  the  various 
tribes  of  the  northern  hive,  known  by  the 
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name  of  Eafterlings,  Danes,  smd  Norwegi- 
.a^s.  The  country  which  they  inhabited  was 
the  ancient  Scandin^yia>  now  Sweden,  Den7 
mark,  and  Norway, 

The  produce  of  their  mountains  being 
infufficicnt  for  the  fupport  pf  their,  in^ 
creafirig  n^mbers,  great  bodies  pf  men  ven* 
tured  bol4Jy  acrpfs  the  main  ocean,  \n  fearch 
of  better  countries..  Their  firft  attempts 
were  made,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  ftgainft  that 
part  of  Brita'n  which  lies  neareft  to  the  con- 
tinent. This  was  the  north-eaft  coaft  of 
Scotland,  between  which  (at  Peterhead) 
and  the  Naze  of  Norway,  the  diftance  is 
pnly  85  leagues,  or  255  miles. 

The  appearance  and  the  fertility  of  thaj; 
poaft  would  naturally  lead  them  to  mor? 
diftant  enterprizes.  They  extended  thei^;* 
ravages  on  e. ery  fide,  from  the  Thames  to 
thc^  Orkneys ,  they  refolutely  ventured  upo?:j 
the  Pentland  Firth,  the  moft  dangerous  navi* 
gation  in  the  northern  feas  >  they  doubled 
Cape  Wrath  i  fell  upon  the  helplefs  iflands 
of  the  Hebrides  j  and  from  thence  they  paf- 
fed  fouthward  to  Ireland^  which  they  partly 
ijubdued. 

V  ThQ 
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The  people  of  the  Hebrides  feem  to  have 
i>een  governed  by  their  own  chiefs  or  petty 
reguli^  with  a  dependance  upon  the  crown  of 
Scotland,  from  the  fourth  till  nearly  the  end  of 
the  eleventh  century,'  when  they,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Norwegians,  in  the  foUowing 
manner. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century* 
Duncan  king  of  Scotland  being  murdered  by 
his  coufin  Macbeth,  who  on  that  event  mount- 
ed the  throne^  Malcolm  and  Donald  Bane, 
the  two  fons  of  the  late  king,  fled;  the  eldeft 
into  England,  and  the  youngefl  into  the 
Hebride  liles. 

Seward,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  by  the 
command  of  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  ailifted 
Malcolm  in  recovering  the  crown  from  the 
ufurper,  whom  he  defeated  and  killed. 

Sometime  after  Malcolm's  death,  Donald 
his  brother,  who  had  refided  in  the  Hebrides 
during  the  two  lafl  reigns,  laid  a  claim  to  the 
throne  of  Scotland,  in  oppofition  to  his  bro- 
ther's children,  and  to  fecure  the  fame,  he  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  with  Magnus  king  of 
Norway,  to  whom  he  ceded  the  Hebrides,  in 
consideration  of  afliftance  to  be  afforded  him 
infupport  of  his  ufurpation. 

b  In 
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•*  fn  T69S,  Migniw  arrives  with  a  powerful 
armament  on  the  weftenv  coaft  of  Scottand» 
fiills  upon  the  iflands  with  mereilcfd  fuiy^ 
ftizes  the  cattle,  burns  the  dwellings,  and  6&^ 
ftrbfs  the  inhabitants .  Many  of  thefe  unhap- 
py people  fly,  fome  to  Cantire,  and  others  to 
Ireland  :  Magnus  purfues  them  to  both  coun-* 
tries,  carries  fire  arid  fwo^d  wherever  he  goes, 
ilibdues  the  Hie  of  Man,  makes  an  attack 
upon  the  Me  of  Anglefey,  receives  prefents 
from  the  Welch,  who  arc  glad  to  purchafe  his 
friendfhip, 'fends  his  flioes  to  Murcard,  king 
of  Ireland,  and  commands  hitn  under  the 
pain  of  his  difplcafure,  to  carry  them  on  his 
ihouldcFS,  in  the  prefence  of  his  arabafiadors, 
on  the  annivcrfary  of  Chrift's  nativity.  Thd 
Irifh  nobility  receive  this  infoknt  meflagc  with 
becoming  fentimentg  of  cHfilain  and  indigna-- 
tion:  But  Murcard  teils  his  friends  tfeat  he 
would  eat  the  (hoes  of  the  Norwegian  mon«* 
arch  rather  than  fee  any  one  province  in  Ire- 
land deftroycd. 

Thefe  particulars  are  copied,  from  the-poems 
ef  two  Norwegian  bards  who*  attended  Mag-i 
nu9  in  this  memorable  expedition. 

The  Norwegians  divided  the  Hebride  Iflands 
i»to  two  parts,  ^[reeably  to  their  fituation>  \ 

and 
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and  apj^iAted  a  governor  to  each*.  To  the 
fouthem  divifion  they  gave  the  name  of  Sn^ 
derfySf  and  to  the  northern  divifiot)^  that  of 
Nordureys.  The  point  of  Ardnan>urchan  in 
Argyfcfhire  Was  the  boundery  thdt  f^parated 
thefe  divifions.  Thefe,  with  the  Iflc  of  Man» 
and  the  harrow  peninfula  of  Cantire>  com* 
pafed  the  Norwegian  kingdom  of  Man  and 
the  Iflcs. 

The  foufherti  divifion  of  the  Hebridles  was 
reckoned  more  coniidemble  than  the  northern. 
The  feat  of  government  was  fixed  ia  the  forr 
met  I  The  kings  kept  their  court  iti  the  Ifle 
of  Ma;n»  and  fent  deputies  into  the  Nofdui- 
reys^  who  refided  either  in  Sky,  or  ill  the 
Lewis*  Thefe  governors  or  viceroys  were, 
femetimes  Norwegians,  and  more  frequently 
natives,  of  the  ifles. 

Alexander  II.  king  of  Scotland,  a  wife  and 
powerful  prince,  having  in  vain  attempted  to 
recover  the  Hebrides  by  negotiation,  equipped 
a  fleet  with  a  determined  refolutipnof  driving 
the  Norwegian  ufurpers  out  of  his  dominions. 
But  while  he  lay  on  the  coaft  of  Harris  he  waft 
feized  with  a  fever,  of  which  he  died  at  Ber- 
nera,  in  the  year  1249. 

b  a  Alex- 
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Alexander  III.  takes  the  moft  eflfedual 
ibeafures  to  recover  the  iflands,  and  to  revenge 
his  father's  death.  He  fends  a  fquadron>  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Rofs»  to  reduce 
the  fmafl  ifles.  Haquin,  king  of  Norway,  fails 
in  1262$  to  Shetland,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Orkneys,  then  a  part  of  his  dominions,  where 
he  joins  his  fleet.  From  thence  he  proceeds 
to  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  where  he  difembarks 
2p,ooo  men  at  a  place  called  the  Largs,  gives 
battle  to  the  Scottifh  army,  by  whom  he  re- 
ceives a  complete  defeat,  with  the  lofs  of  two 
thirds  of  his  forces*.  Upon  this  decifive  event 
he  returns  to  the  Orkneys,  where,  being  over* 
whelmed  with  grief,  he  expires  foon  after. 

In  this  manner  were  the  Hebride  Iflands 
re-annexed  to  the  Scottilh  crown,  after  they 
had  been  fubjedt  to  Norway  above  160  years. 

Between 

*  The  intrenchments  of  the  Norwegian  camp  may  flill  be 
traced  along  the  ihore  of  this  place.  The  Scottiih  comman- 
ders who  fell  in  battle  were  buried  in  a  rifing  ground  near 
the  village.  Three  or  four  perfons  were  buried  in  one  grave ; 
on  each  fide  of  which  was  a  large  fiat  ftone;  thefe,  with  a 
fione  at  each  end^  fupported  a  larger  one  which  lay  over  the 
grave  at  the  height  of  fome  feet.  Some  years  ago,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  field  demolilhed  thefe  lepofitories  of  the  dead, 
leaving  only  one,  which  fervcs  to  give  an  idea  of  the  whole^ 
The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  well  acquainted,  from  tradi* 
tion,  with  the  particulars  Of  the  batde.  They  likewife  dc- 
fcribe  the  place  where  it  was  fou{^  and  point  out  the  oi- 
campmtntSt 
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Between  this  period  and  the  reign  of  James 
III.  thefe  iflands  proved  no  great  acquii^ 
fition  to  the  ftrength  of  Scotland,  neither  did 
they  contribute  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
$tate. 

The  decendants  of  the  Hebrideah  viceroys 
under  the  Norwegian  government,  exercifed  a 
regal  power,  and  fometimes  aflumed  the  royal 
title ;  but  they  are  more  pften  ftiled  in  hiftory, 
the  Earls  of  Rofs — Lords  of  the  IJIeS'-'^t  the 
Great  Macdonald. 

Thefe  chiefs  frequently  embroijpd  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland  in  civil  commotions,  and 
t^nsferred  their  allegiance  to  the  kings  of 
Englajid,  by  whom  they  were  kept  in  pay.— 
John,  the  laft  of  thef?  gres^t  lord^,  after  at-^ 
tempting  lo  fubvert  the  government  of  hi§ 
country,  loft  the  earldom  of  Rofs,  in  the  rcign 
of  Janies  IIL  but  was  permitted  to  retain 
KLnapdale  and  C^ntire;  and  was  inverted  anew 
with  the  lordihip  of  the  iiles,  to  hold  them  of 
the  king  by  feyvicc  and  rplief. 

Their  ppwer  being  thus  broken',  the  inferior 
chieftans,  who  h^^  be^n  long  tl^e  obfequiou? 
vafTals  of  this  family,  embraced  fo  favoura- 
ble an  opportunity  of  a^Ierting  their  liberties, 
procured  new  rights  to  their  eftates^  ancj 
proved  from  thence  forw^d  piorp  tradable 
fvibkas,  h  3  PB-         • 
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BXfC&If  TION  OF  THE    H£«RIDE  AKD  ORR-v 

neV  islands,  by  ancient  authors. 

THOUGH  the  following  accounts  are 
very  imperfed,  they  afford  fufficient 
evidence  of  the  population  of  the  Hebride 
Iflands,  and  confequently  of  the  Weft  High- 
lands, long,  before  the  Romans  appeared  in 
North  Britain,  Pythias,  a  Maflilian,  boafted 
that  he  had  travelled  over  all  the  Northern  diyi- 
fion  of  Europe,  to  the  very  extremities  of  the 
world :.V  A  ftory  not  to  be  credited,**  fays 
Strabo,  ".  though  Mercury  himfelf  had  told 
«*  it/*  H?  pretended  to  have  vifi ted  Britain 
in  the  courfe  of  his  peregrinations,  and  with 
great  gravity  gives' a  circumftantiaK  though 
partly  fabulous,  defcription  of  that  iiland.  He 
fays  that  he  made,  a  voyage  to.  Thule,  the 
remoteft  ifland  belonging  to  Britain,  at  the 
diftance  of  fix  days  failing  froca  it,  in  the 
fkirts  of  the  Frozen  Ocean.*  .  It  was  a  place, 
accorciing  to  him,  which  was  neither  earthy 
fea,  nor  air,  but  fomething  like  a  compofition 
.','   y     ,.^         ./.       \         '     '     .        of 

I  *  Soro?  luppofc  the  Tf^lc?  .^f  the,  iincicnt^  to  l^av^,  been  tht 
Sh/e^od  Xilandsj  otherf  cany  it  ^&  far  as  ^eland.  « 
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4)f  all  of  thenji  fomcthing  rcfemblingr  to 
vk  his  own  expreilian,  the  lungs  of  the  fea;* 

Yet  this  writor  has  fome  remarks  on  the 
climate  of  the  Hebrides*  that  merit  credit. 
He  mentions  the  unfavouraV)lenefs  of  the  iky* 
that  prohibits  the  growth  of  the  finer  fruits; 
»nd  fays,  that  the  natives  are  obliged  to  carry 
their  com  under  (helter,  to  beat  the  grain 
put,  leaft  it  fliould  be  fpoi|cd  by  the  want  of 
fun  fliine,  and  violence  of  the  rains,  A  mo* 
dera  writer  could  not  give  a  more  juft  de** 
fcription  of  that  climate; 

The  geographer  Meia»   who  was  cotem* 

poraiy  with  the    emperor   Claudius,   is  the 

next    writer    who    defcribes    -the    northern 

iflands*.       He  mentions    the  Orkneys,  and 

fays  they  were  thirty  in  number,  with  nari^w 

channels  between  them.       This  account  is 

remarkably  juft.     He  is  lefs  accurate  in  his 

account  of  the  Shetland' Iflands,    whiiih*  he 

calls  the  Aemodoe^  and   limits  thejr  namber 

to  (even.     He  is  filerjt  re^^ftifig  th^  Hcbride 

Jilands, 

b  4     ,\  Pliny 

*  The  aane  gtvon  tp  tiie  Weftern  Iflsinds  by  the  ancients  wis 
SiudaCy  and  tho  modem  name  is  Hebrides  This  variation  arofe,  in 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  Macpherfon,  from  an  error  of  a  tranfcriber^ 
who  changed  the  n  into  n't  The  ancient  name  pf  the 
Or^tieys  was  Orcade^f 
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•^  Plii^  the  Elder,  is  the  third  who  mentions 
the  northern  iflands.  He  makes  the  num- 
ber of  the  Orkneys  to  be  forty,  and  of  the 
Hebrides  to  be  thirty, 

SoIinus>  the  fuppofed  cotemporary  with 
Agricola,  is  the  next  after  Pliny.  He  reduces 
the  number  of  the  Hebrides  to  five :  He  fays 
that,  **  the  inhabitants  were  unacquainted 
**  with  com;  that  they  lived  only  on  fifh 
"  and  milk ;  that  they  had  one  king,  as  the 
"  iflands  were  only  feparated  froin  each  other 
"  by  narrow  ftraits.  That  their  prince  was 
"  bound  by  government,  to  do  juftice ;  and 
*'  was  kept  within  bounds  by  poverty ;  being 
^*  fupported'  by  the  public,  and  allowed  no- 
"  thing  that  he  could  call  his  own;  not 
^*  even  a  wife ;  but  he  was  allowed  free 
"  choice  by  turns,  one  out  of  every  diftrift, 
"  of  any  female  that  gained  his  afFedlions ; 
**  which  deprived  him  of  all  ambition  about 
•■  a  fucceflbr.'* 

-  It  is  probable  that  this  author  meant  the 
Long  Ifland  only,  which  is  compofed  of  five 
principal  iflands,  called  Lewis,  North  Uift, 
Benbecula,  South  Uift,  and  Bara,  feparated 
from  each  other  by  narrow  channels. 

«     ; 

ptoI^my 
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Ptolemy,  the  famous  Egyptian  ^eographera 
pientions  the  fame  number,  which  he 
calls  the  Weftem  Ebudae^  the  Eaftem  -R/- 
cina^  Maleos^  Epidium^  by  which  ^  in  Cambden's 
opinion,  he  meant  the  modem  Sky,  I^wis, 
Radine,  on  the  northern  coafl  of  Ireland, 
Mull  and  Hay* 

Writers  of  the  middle  ages  generally  com- 
pute the  number  of  the  Hebride  Iflands  at 
thirty-two,  and  the  old  natives  make  them 
only  twenty-four.  The  difference  among 
authors  in  this  refpe(5l  is  no  argument  of  in- 
accuracy j  fome  included  the  great  iflands 
only,  in  their  defcriptions ;  others  extended 
$heif  calculations  to  the  infcrioi  iflands  alfo. 
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POETRY  QF  ■:pHE,  ANCIENT   QALEDONIANSt 

THE  moft  ancient  poetry  and  fbngs,  in 
the  Galic  language,  reach  to  the  days  of 
Fingal,  a  celebrated  Caledonian  hero,  cotera- 
porary  with  the  Romans  in  Britain,  Moft 
of  them  are  attributed  to  Oflian'the  fon  of 
that  monarch,  and  much  has  been  faid  for 
and  againft  their  authenticity.  This  contro-» 
veriy  has  been  honoured  with  feveral  refpec- 
tablc  names,  among  whom  are  Dr.  Blair, 
Lord  Kaims,  and  Dr.  Johnfon. 

The  proper  writers,  however,  for  difcufT- 
ing  this  fubjedt,  are  the  natives  of  the 
Highlands,  who  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  ancient  Galic,  the  traditions,  proverbs 
and  fayings  of  the  people,  the  names  of 
places,  Waters,  ifles,  caves,  mountains,  and 
other  circumftances,  have  a  great  advantage 
over  Englifhmen,  or  Low  Country  Scotfmen, 
in  the  difpute.  The  former  fpeajc  from 
fads,  the  latter  from  conjefture* 

It  is  faid,  that  a  fplendid  edition  of  Ofiian^s 
works  is  now  printing  in  the  original  lan-» 
guage,  under  the  care  of  the  learned  tranflator, 
who  will  probably  enter  the  field  of  contro-? 
yerfy  with  many  new  lights,  and  with  re-^ 

dpubje^ 
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doubled. vigour.     Among  other  materials  he 
will  find  confiderable  aijiftancc  in  a  new  work, 
publifhed  in  1780,  from  which  I  fhall  give 
the  following  extrad:.* 

"  The  ^earned  Dr.  Johnfon  fuppofes  the 
Caledonians  to  have  been  always  a  rude  and 
illiterate  people,  who  had  never  any  written 
language.  But  this  affertion  is  manifeftly  ' 
without  foundation*;  for  we  can  ftill  produce  a 
number  of  old  mapufcripts  in  the  Galic  lan- 
guage. When  the  Druids,  who  fpoke  this 
tongue,  ^d  were  by  no  means  imleantied^, 
had  been  driven  from  the  reft  of  Britain^ 
thofe  of  Caledonia  took  up  their  refideace. 
in  lona,  one  of  the  Hebrides,  where  they  had 
a  college,  and  lived  and  taught  unmoleiled,  till, 

they 

♦  Galic  Antiquities:  conliftlng  of  a  hiftoryof  the  Druids 
pvticula-ly  of  Uiofe  of  Caledonia;  a    differtation  on  tbr* 
authenticity  of  the  poems  of  Offian ;   and  a  colleflion  of , 
ancient  Poems,  tranflated  from  the  Galic  of  Ullin,   Oflian, 
Orran,  &c«     By  John  Smith,  minifler  of  Kilbrandon,  Ar- 
gykflure^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Nicholl,  of  Lifmore,  Mr.  John  Clarke,  of 
Edinburgh,  tr^nflator  of  the  Caledonian  fiards,  and  feveral 
other  judges  of  die  Galic  Language,  have  alfo  taken  a  zealous 
p9Tt  on  a  (ubjeS»  wkich,  if  tke  opimon  of  a  Low  Country 
traveller  in  fh^  Highlands  may  be  allowed  to  have  the: 
fmalled  weight,  is  fo  completely  decided,  as  to  require  no 
farther  defence.     **  '  *" 
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they  were  difpofleifed  by  St.  Columba  in  the 
lixth  century.  For  feveral  ages  after  that 
period,  lona  was  one  of  the  moft  famous 
ieats  of  learning  \yhxch  this,  or  any  of  the 
neighbouring  jkingdoms  could  boaft  of;  and 
the  language  in  which  almofl  all  this  learning 
was  retained,  and  written,  was  the  Galic,  The 
difference  between  this  and  the  Irifh,  which 
the  do<ftor  and  fome  others  lay  fo  much  flrefs 
upon,  is  of  no  very  ancient  date.  The  Ian-' 
guage  of  Columba,  who  had  his  education  in 
the  Iri0x  fchools,  appears,  from  what  remains 
of  his  compofitions,  to  have  been  pure  Galic; 
and  the  elegy  of  his  Bard  over  the  famous 
Irifti  champion  Murch*  Macbrian,  of  an 
older  date,  is  no  lefs  fo.  From  this  identity 
of  the  language  during  fo  many  ages,  and 
from  the  conAant  intercourfe  between  the 
two  countries,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  any 
cultivation  which  the  language  received  was 
common  to  both  kingdoms, 

"  To  thefe  obfervations  I  add  a  few  fads, 
to  prove  that  we  had  for  a  long  time  back  a 
written  language.     In  the  Ifland  of  Mull,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  lona,    there  has  been  • 
from  time  immemorial,  till  very  lately,  a,  fuc^j  * 
ccflion  of  O/fas,  or  Graduate  Do&orjtt  in  a 
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family  of  the  name  of  Maclean,  whofe 
«rritings,  to  the  amount  of  a  large  cheft  fuU^ 
were  all .  wrote  in  Galic.  What  remained 
of  this  trcafurc  was,  not  many  years  ago, 
bought  up  as  a  literary  curiofity,  at  the  de-^ 
£re  of  the  duke  of  Chandos,  and  is  faid  to 
have  periflied  in  the  wreck  of  that  noble^ 
man's  fortune, 

"  Lord  Kaims  (Sketches,  B,  L.)  men- 
tions a  Galic  manufcript  of  the  firft  four 
Books  of  Fingal,  which  the  tranilator  of 
Oifian  found  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  of  as  old  a 
date  as  the  year  1403.  Juft  now  I  have  in 
my  poffeffion  a  mutilated  treatife  of  phyfic, 
and  another  of  anatomy,  with  part  of  a  ca* 
lendar,  belonging  probably  to  fome  ancient 
monaftery,  all  in  this  language  and' charader. 
Thefe  pieces,  when  compared  with  others  of 
a  later  date,  appear  to  be  feveral  centuries 
old.  I  had  the  ufe  of  another  equally  an- 
cient from  Capt.M*Lauchlan,  of  the  55th  re- 
giment. Itconfifted  of  fome  poems  and  a  the- 
ological difcourfe.  From  thefe  obfervations 
and  fads,  it  clearly  appears,  that  ever  iince 
the  time  of  the  Druids,  the  Galic  has  been 
always  a  written  language. 

Wc 
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"  Wc  now  proceed,  continucs'Mf.  Smidi,- 
•to  thofe  caufes,  to  which  wc  owe,  for  fo 
many  ages,  the  prefervation  of  Oflian.  Of 
thefc,  the  inftitution  of  the  bards  deferve  our 
iirft  notice.  In  a  country,  the  only  one  per* 
^laps  in  the  world,  in  which  there  was  always, 
from  the  earlieft  period  to  almofl:  the  prefcnt 
age,  a  ftanding  order  of  poets,  we  cannot 
teafonably  be  furprtfed,  either  at  finding  ex- 
cellent poems  compofed,  or,  after  being  com**- 
pbfed,  carefully  prcfcrved  from  oblivion.-  A 
great  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  this  ord^r  was 
to  watch  over  the  poems  of  Oflian.  In  evcr^ 
lamily  of  diftincftion,  there  was  at  leaft  one 
principal  b4rd,  and  always  a  number  of 
difdples,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  having 
thefc  poems  in  the  greateft  perfection ;  fo 
that  if  a  line  was  added,  altered,  or  left 
gut  by  any  one,  another  would  not  fail 
to  (hew  his  2:eal  and  fuperiority,  by  cor- 
refting  him;  They  had  likewife  frequent 
opportunities,  in  attending  their  chiefs  to 
other  families,  of  meeting  in  crowds  and 
tchearfing  thefe  poems,  which,  at  home  oi- 
abroad,  were  night  and  day  their  employ- 
ment.-  Should  the  inftitution  of  the  bards 

laft  for  ever,  the  poems  of  Oflian  could  never 
periih« 


f  •  Nor 
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"  Nor  were  thejr  only  the  bardS  of  ptAtf 
femilies  who  tVTcre  here  concerned.  The' 
vaffal,  equally  fftid  of  the  fong  with  Itts  fo-i 
perior,  entertained  himfelf  in  the  fame  rrian- 
ner ;  and  all,  under  his  influence,  by  contri- 
buting to  his  amiifcment  in  this  way,  were 
fiire  of  obtaining'his  favour-  This,  with  a 
life  free  from  carei  a  fpirit  unbroken  by  la- 
bour, and  a  fpace  of  time  unoccupied  by  any 
other  employment  or  diverfion,  contributed  ta 
rendier  the  Highlanders  a  nation  of  lingers 
and  poets.  From  the  recital  of  a  variety  of 
compofitions,  they  would  naturally  be  led  to 
make  comparifons  of  their  merit.  This 
would  form  their  tafte  better  than  all  the  rufes 
of  the  critics.  The  confequencc  of  this 
tafte  would  be  a  prediledion  in  favour  of  the 
poems  of  Oflian ;  the  fuperior  merit  of  which 
was  fufficient  to  procure  them  immortality* 
finom  a  people  lefs  addided  to  the  tale  and  the 
long  than  were  the  Highlanders  of  paft 
ages. 

"  Every  reafon  indeed,  private  or  pub- 
lic, that  can  be  flippofed^  helped  to  prefervc 
thefe  remains  of  antiquity.  They  infpired 
ftfch  a  brave  and  martial  fpirit,  fuch  love 
t&  the  cotmtry,  and  fuch  fidelity  to  the 
^  chief,, 
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chief,  as  made  it  much  the  intereil  of  the 
cfaieftans,  or'  body  politic,  to  prcfcrve  them. 
For  this  reafon,  probabIy>  no  lefs  than  for 
their  entertainment,  were  they  led  to  keep  a 
family  bard..  To  the  poems  of  Offian  we 
may  attribute ,  a  good  ihare  of  that  martial 
Ipirit  and  enthufiafm  for  war,  till  of  late, 
fo  remarkable  in  the  iilands.  This  fpirit 
flouriflied  with  the  poems  of  Offian,  and, 
in  a  great  meafure,  it  died  with  them. 

"  It  was  likewife  the  interqft  of  the  reli- 
gious to  preferve  thefe  compofitions.  They 
well  knew  how  nearly  the  morality  of  any. 
people  is  connected  with  the  fongs  which 
they  are  continually  repeating.  The  human 
heart,  they  knew,  muft  always  draw  a  tine-, 
ture  from  thofe  ideas  which  it  is  not  only, 
much  converfant  with,  but  which  come, 
alfo  recommended  with  the  united  charms 
of  mufic  and  poetry.  To  this  it  is  owing, 
that,  in  all  religions,  finging  the  praifes  of 
fuperior  Beings,  or  of  the  Supreme,  made 
a  coniiderable  part  of  the  worihip,.  in  hopes 
that  the  mind,  by  the  contemplation  of 
fuch  perfedtions,  might  naturally  be  led  to 
their  imitation.  And  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple, poems  or  fongs  that  breathed  fuch  fen- 
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tiihents  of  juftice,  generoiity»  humanit}% 
and  eveiy  great  and  amiable  virtucr  dc* 
ferved  no  lefs  from  the  preachers  of  the 
nobleft  morality,  than  to  be  encouraged  and 
regarded.  They  were  too  wife  to  do  other- 
'wife;  efpecially  as  the  mythology  of  t;hofc 
poems  laid  a  proper  foundation  for  fuch  fu- 
perftru^tures  as  jthofe  priefts  were  fome«> 
times  fond  of  building.  One  fhould  rather 
think  they  would  be  difpofed  to  add  fome- 
thing  to  the  poems  of  Oilian,  than  to  take 
any  thing  away  from  them.  But  fuch  a 
number  of  bards  as  guarded  them,  made  it 
impo^ible  to  do  i;he  one  or  the  other.  As 
it  was  the  intereft  of  the  churchmen  and 
chieftans  to  preferve  the  poems  of  Qffian, 
it  was  alfo  the  concern  of  the  vulgar.  Every 
clan  boafted  its  defccnt  from  fome  or  other 
of  the  heroes  whom  thefe  poems  celebrate; 
and  this  was  enough  to  recommend  them, 
although  the  poetry  had  not  been  fo  excel- 
lent. Their  being.likewife  fo  often  addreffed 
to  fome  **  Son  of  the  Rock/*  by  whom  wa| 
undcrftood  either  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  place, 
or  fome  of  the  firft  miffionaries  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  never  failed,  till  men  grew  more  in- 
different about  religion,  to  procure  them  the 
c  higheft 
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higheft  veneration.  Wc  may  alfb  obferve, 
that  every  hill  and  dale  they  walked  over  was 
claflic  ground.  TTiey  felt  an  enthufiafm 
which  antiquaries  need  not  be  told  of,  when 
they  trod  it.  Eveiy  mountain,  rock,  and 
river,  around  them,  were  immortalized  in 
fong.  This  fong  the  very  fight  of  thefe  ob- 
jects would  forcibly  fuggeft,  and  cveiy  one 
would  naturally  hum  it  as  he  walked  along. 
All  the  proverbs  and  cuftoms  to  which  thefe 
poems  gave  rife,  would  operate  in  the  fame 
manner,  whenever  they  were  heard.  The 
fon  would  aflt  what  they  meant,  and  the  fa- 
ther with  pleafure  would  tell  him. 

^*  On  this  head  we  may  alfo  obferve,  that 
the  Highlanders,  being  always  a  difHnd:  and 
unfubdued  people,  contributed  greatly  to  pre- 
ferve  their  cuftonis,  traditions,  and  poems. 
Their  fouthem  neighbours  fometimes  prefled 
on  them  from  the  one  fide,  and  the  Danes 
often  harralTed  them  on  the  other :  but  ftill 
they  kept  pofleflion  of  their  mountains  ;  and, 
like  a  bow  that  has  been  held  bent  only  by 
force,  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  recovering 
their  former  fituation.  And  as  the  country 
in  general,  fo  every  particular  part  of  it,  had 
its  fixed  inhabitants.     The  fame  clan,  fix>m 

one 
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one  generation  to  another,  lived  in  the  fame 
valley,  and  became  almoft  as  much  a  part  ci 
it  as  the  flream  that  watered  it*     This  would 
produce   an   uncommon  attachment  to  the 
place,  and  to  the  ancient  fong  that  fpoke  of 
iti  which  would,  on  all  occafions,  make  a 
part  in  their  entertainn>ent«     How  generally 
thefe  po^ms  were  repeated  is  manifeft  from  the 
unfluduated  fbte  in  which  the  Galic  Ian-* 
guage  has  remained  fince  the  sra  of  their 
compofition.  They  always  formed  a  fbndaxd^ 
with  which  all  ranks  of  people,  in  all  parts  of 
die  countiy,  were  familiar ;  and  fr^fn  which, 
while  it  was  fo  weU  known,  their  flyle  could 
never  greatly  deviate.     Hence  a  Highlander 
ftill  ubderftands  almoft  every  line  in  the  poems 
of  Odian :  whereas,  in  Ireland,  where  the  in^ 
habitants  did  not  remain  fo  unmixed,    and 
where  this  ftandard  was  not  fo  generally  at-r  • 
tended  to,  the  fame  language  has  undergone 
£>  coniiderable  a  change  as  to  feem  now  rather 
a  difFermt  tongue  from  the  Scots  Galic,  and 
from  thefe  poems,  than  a  different  dialed. 

*•  This  obfervation  is  likewife  no  inconfi- 

derabte  argument  for  the  antiquity  and  authoi** 

titity  of  thefe  poems :  that  the  Galic  language, 

ipoken  in  diftri^  fo  diftant  and  diftind,  fepa« 

c  2  fat<4 
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rated  by  fo  many  feas,  mountains^  heaths^ 
forefts,  and  having  little  or  no  comtn^rce  or 
communication  with  each  mher,  Ihould* 
notwithilanding  all  this,  remain  for  fifteen 
hundred  years  fo  little  conrupted  or  varied 
as  to  appear  ftill  like  the  language  of  almoft 
one  family>  is  difficult  to  account  for  oh  any 
other  fuppofition  than  that  of  their  having  all 
one  common  ftandard.  Every  body  knows 
how  fail  the  Engliih  language  fiudtuated  till 
fuch  a  ftandard  was  formed  by  the  tranilation 
of  the  fcripturcs. 

«•  Hkving  affigned  fo  many  caufes  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  poems  of  Offian,  whilft 
thcfe  caufes.  operated  j  we  now  proceed  to  ac- 
count for  their  being  in  a  great  meafure  loft  fo 
fuddenly. 

••  That  we  have  not  the  whole  of  the 
poems  of  Offian,  or  even  of  the  coUe<%ion 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  we  allqw  : 
yet  ftill  we  have  many  of  them,  and  of  almoft 
all  a  part.  The  building  is  not  entire,  but 
we  have  ftill  the  grand  ruins  of  it.  . 
.  *«  Within  a  century  back,  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  have  undergone  a  greater  revolution 
than  for  ten  centuries  before  that  period. 
With  a  quicker  pace  the  feudal  fyftcm  va- 
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niflied  ;  property  fiu<^uated ;  new  laws  and 
new  cuftoms  ilepped  in>  and  fupplanted  the 
old  j- and  all  this  with  fuch  fudden  and  fuch 
yiiblent  convu}iions>  as  may  well  account  for 
^  (haking  of  «  fabric,  which  before  feemed 
fo  defy  time,  and  flood  the  wonder  and  de-» 
Hght  of  ages.  Even  fince  Mr.  Macpherfon 
gathered  his  collection ,  the  amufements,  tm-^ 
ployments,  and  tafte,  of  tfie  'Highlanders*  are 
much  altered.  A  greater  attention  to  com-* 
merce»  aggricultyre,  and  pailurage,  has  quite 
engrofled  that  partial  regard,  which  was  paid 
even  then,  to  the  fong  of  the  bard,  In  twenty 
years  hence,  if  manners  continue  to  change 
fo  faft  as  they  do  at  prefen^,  the  fainteft  traces 
fliall  fcarcely  be  found  pf  our  ancient  tales  and 
poems.  **  Ofliaq  bimfelf  is  the  laft  of  his 
"  race,  and  he  too  (hall  foon  be  no  more  ;  for 
«•  his  grey  branches  are  already  ilrewed  pn  all 
"  the  wiadst*' 

"  Among  the  c^ufes  which  make  our  an- 
cient pofms  vaniih  fo  rapidly,  poverty  and 
the  iron  rod  (hould,  in  moft  places,  have  a 
large  flw?  *  From  the  baneful  ftiade  of  thefe 
murderers  of  themufe^  "  the  light  of  the  fong*' 
muft  faft  retire.  No  other  reafon  need  be 
alked^  why  the  pfefent  Highlanders  negled  fo 
C  3  much 
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much  the  fongs  of  their  fathers. — Once  the 
humble^  but  happy  vaflali  fyt  at  his  eaTe*  at 
the  foot  of  his  grey  rock  or  green  tree.  Few 
were  his  want$,  and  fewer  ilill  his  cares  >  for 
he  beheld  his  herds'  fporting  around  him  oil 
his  then  unmeafured  mountain.  He  hummed 
the  carelefs  fong,  and  tuned  his  harp  with 
joy>  while  his  foul  in  Hlence  bleifed  his  chiefs 
tan— H10W— I  was  going  to  draw  the  compa-^ 
rifon; 


-Sed  Cyntbxus  auxem 


^  VeUit,  et  ^dmonuiu" 

It  is  with  veiy  different  feelings  that  I  men- 
tion, as  another  reafon  for  the  negle^  of  thefe 
and  other  ancient  traditions,  the  growth  of  in- 
duftiy,  which  fills  up  all  the  blanks  of  time 
to  better  advantage,  and  efpecially  the  increafe 
of  more  ufeful  knowledge. 

*•  Above  all,  the  extinction  of  the  order  of 
the  bards  haftenpd  the  cataftrophe  of  Offian's 
poems.  In  a  iingle  family  only  has  any  of 
this  order  been  retained  fince  the  begiiming  of 
this  centuiy,  and  the  lafl  in  that  family  came 
<Jown  to  our  times  in  a  very  advanced  life.** 

His 

' ,  tMacvurie2i|  B«d  to  Clanronald.    Ha|qiemng  in  1786^  U^ 
i^cet  Clanronald  at  Glafgow,  in  my  way  to  th«  Weft  High- 
land^ 
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His-FaToiirite  fbngs  are  faid  to  have  been  tho 
poems  of  Offian. :  When  age  was  coming 
on,, .memory  b^imring  to  fail,  andno  fuccef* 
for  likely  to  appear,  he  had  fo  many  of  them 
as  he  moft  admired,  committed  to  writing. 
By  a  happy  coincidence,  Mr.  Macpherfon 
overtook  this  bard,  and  got  his  treafure.  .  Thii 
fad,  with  the  red  book^  formerly  mentioned, 
and  fomc  other  manufcripts,  accounts  for  hii 
having  thefe  poems  in  greater  number  and 
perfedtion,  than  they  could  ever  iince  be  met 
with.  Were  there  any  inducement,  however, 
adequate  to  the  labout  and  expence  of  a  care-^ 
ful  fearch,  the  bell,  though  not,  p4rhap5,:the 
largeft,  pirt  might  ftill  be  found  j  yet  this, 
it  is  probable,  wpuld  not  produce,  in  refolved 
fceptics,  any  more  ccmvi^tion  than  the^  many 
lemains  already  fhewn. 

Thofe  gentlemen,  therefore,  who  take  pains 
to  fatisfy  them  in  this  manner,  might  as  well 
give  them  up  with  a  fmile,  as  the  people  of 
lona  did  the  man  who  would  not  believe  that 
ever  they  bad,  in  that  remote  country,  any 
C  4.  *    cathe^ 


linds,  he,  among  other  inducementi  for  my  vifiting  him  at  Ben* 
becula,  faid,  that  he  would  (how  me  a  number  of  manufcripl 
]pOeiii9  and  fbngs,  which  b»d  l>een  long  in  the  Umiy^ 
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cathedra] ;  for  this  good  Teafoiis  hecaufe  he 
could  fee  nothing^  but  the  ruins  of  a  building, 
which,  for  ought  he  knew,  he  faid,  might 
never  have  had  a  roof  upon  it. 

*^  Having,  continues  our  author,  faid  fo 
much  for  the  authenticity  of  the  poems  tranf* 
lated  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  it  may  be  proper 
now  to  give  fome  account  of  the  few  that 
follow.  Early  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of  fome 
of  them  in  the  original,  and  finding  that  they 
had  efcaped  the  inquiries  of  the  able  and  in-* 
^ge;iious  tranllator  of  Offian,  whpfe  refearches 
were  chiefly  confined  to  the  more  northern 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  I  began  to  CQlle<5k 
them  fpr  my  own  gmufcment.  Beyond  this  I 
had  no  further  view,  till  the  tranflation  of 
two  fhort  fragments,  at  the  defirc  of  fom^ 
gentlemen,  who  compofed  a  Galic  Society  in 
Glafgow,  were  given  to  the  Meffrs.  Foulis  of 
th?it  place,  and  printed  by  them  about  ten 
years  ago^  accompanied  with  a  recommenda- 
tion tp  the  tranflator  to  purfue  the  inquijry, 
A  few  pther  piece?  of  them  happened  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  lady  of  di/linguifhed  tafte, 
who  Ihewed  them,  partly  in  the  tranflation, 
and  partly  in  the  original,  to  fevcral  judges  of 
ppctiy  \n  both  the  languages,  who  wiflied  tq 
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p^erve  as  many  as  could  be  got  of  them 
from  finking  into  oblivion.' 

*'  By  thcfe  circumftances,  in  a  great  meafurc 
accidentals  I  was  induced  to  beitow  more  at- 
tention upon  colleding  as  much  as  I  pofliblj 
could  of  the^  ancient  Gaiic  poetry.  In  this 
tafk,  however,  I  engag'd  with!  very  moderate 
hopes  of  fiiccefs.  The  more  wefterly  part  of 
the  Highlands  .and  iflcs,  the  only  comer  of 
the  field  which  had  not  formerly  been  reaped* 
did  not  pfomife  any  thing  of  a  rich  harveft. 
Upon  examining,  however,  into  the  more 
inland  tod  mountainous  part  of  the  country, 
many  pieces  were  found  of  no  inconfiderable 
merit,  though  few  of  them  were  either  entire 
or  unconrupted. 

"  What  fcemed  in  this  cafe  the  moft  natural 
expedient,  was  to  colled,  from  different 
quarters,  as  many  editions  as  poflible,  in  or- 
der to  fupply  the  defedls,  or  redify  the  mif- 
takes  of  one  by  the  help  of  another.  This, 
for  feveral  years,  was  my  objedt,  in  which  I 
was  happily  feconded  by  my  fituation;  having 
jrcfided  for  a  confiderable  tiine  in  various  parts 
of  the  weft  Highlands,  particularly  on  the 
eftates  of  Argyle  and  Breadalbane  in  that 
coilnty  j  wherQ  a  mountainous  fituation,  or  a 
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k&  rigorous  exerCidn  of  power,  aflbrded  fom^ 
fhelter  to  the  Galic  Mufe^  after  flie  had  been 
hunted  from  mofl:  other  places  which  ihe  had 
been  ufed  to  frequent. 

^^  It  might  now  be  proper,  for  the  fatisfac-* 
tiMi  of  the  pubHc;  to^  mention  every  perfon 
who  forhiihed  a  fingle  fragment  of  thefe 
poems.  Had  the  expediency  of  this  been 
earliw  attended  to,  the  lift,  though  long, 
(hould  have  been  given  complete ;  which  can-^ 
not  now  be  done,  bj  mere  recoUedion,  after 
ten  or  twelve  years  have  elapfed.  The  prin* 
cipal  contributor,  however,  can  eaffly  be 
enumerated :  and  though  it  may  be  of  little 
Confequence  to  the  public  to  be  prefented 
with  the  names  of  perfons  who  cam  be  known 
only  to  a  veiy  few  of  them,  yet  in  order  to 
fstisfy  them  as  far  as  can  be  expedted  from  a 
tranflator^  I  have  fet  down  as  many  of  their 
names  below  as  will,  I  hope,  be  reckoned 
fiifficient*, 

•*  Moft 

*  Th0  auUior  gives  the  namds  of  thirteen  perfiMis,  among 
ivhoifi  W4S  ^e  Rev.  Mr.  Mc  Dianaid,  of  Wcmyfs,  then  re- 
fiding  in  the  |fle  of  Mull ;  and  fome  pieces  from  a  manufcript 
colle€kion,  belonging  to  the  Revv  Mr,  Mo  Diarmid,  of  GlaC» 
gow ;  «<  but}  (ays  he,  I  have  been  in  ^  fpeci4  m^uuier  oUigc4 
to  Mr.  Kennedy,  fchoolmafter  in  Kilmelford,  for  the  ufe  of 
a  large  colle£lion«  which  with  a  view  of  publillhing,  he  had 
gatWred  with  great  induftry  through  inany  |>arts  of  t)^  W^ 
Highlands  and  Ifles," 
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"  Moft  of  the  following  poems  bear  the 
nanleof  OH&sax;  v/ho,  for  fome  atges  back> 
has  engroced  the  merit  of  aFmoft  all  the  an- 
cient Galic  poetry,  as  he  had  certainly  a  title 
to  the  bcft  of  it.  Some  which  hcsk  evidence' 
of  their  not  being  his,  are  it^marked  %s  belong* 
ing  to  fom«  other  poet.  Othei^  parts^  that 
fremed  to  me  anij  imitations,;  I  have  takeei^ 
fto  notice  of,  as  I  could  not*  abfohxtely' ven- 
ture to  reprobate  them*   .  '    ^ 

"I  have  inferfed>  occafi^rially^  us  fnany 
fpccirtict^  of  thd  original  as  I  could  prefume 
upon,  without  fear  of  incuring  the  cenfurc= 
of  the  bulk  of  readers,  who  may  not  under- 
ftand  their  beauty^  which  often  could  not  be 
ccmvcycd  into  an  Englifti  tranflation.  But 
ihould  it  be  thought,  contrary  to  what  I  ap- 
prehend, that  I  have  given  too  few,  I  fhalt 
wiMingly  take  the  firft  opportunity  th^t  may 
o^&r  of  producing  more  of  them.'* 


OF 
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OF    TR£     HEBS.EDIAN     SEMINARY    OF 
LEARNING    AT    ICOLUMKILL. 

TH  E  Scots  of  the  fifth  century  had  given 
an  apoftle  to  Ireland,  whofe  miffion 
ieems  to  have  been  very  rapid,  for  in  the  next 
century,  Ireland  fumiihed  the  Hebride  Ifl- 
ands  with  a  faint  of  high  eflimation  in  thofe 
days.  The  Scottifti  apoftle  was  the  famous  St. 
Patric,  a.  native  of  Dunbgrtonihire,  who  be- 
fides  propagating  the  chriftian  religion  in  Ire- 
land, taught  the  inhabitants  the  ufe  of  letters^ 
of  which  they  were,  according  to  Nenniu$ 
and  other  hiAorians,  entirely  ignorant. 

The  Irilh  apoftle  was  the  no  lefs  celebrated, 
St.  Columba>  whofe  arrival  in  Britain  is  thus 
defcribed  by  Bede,  the  Saxon  hiftorian.  ••  In 
*«  the  year  of  Chrift,  five  Jiundred  and  fixty^ 
"  five,  while  Juftin  the  leffer,  held  the  reigoj 
.«*  of  the  Roman  empire,  Columba,  a  prefby- 
«  ter  and  abbot,  whom  his  manners  have 
"  rendered,  defervedly  famous,  came  from 
•*  Ireland  into  Britain.  His  defign  in  com- 
••  ing  thither,  was  to  preach  the  word  of 
^«  God  in  the  Provinces  of  the  northern  Pids, 
«•  the  fouthem  people  of  that  denomination 

••  having 
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«*  haviiig  been  converted  tg  the  faith  by  Ni- 
"  nian,  a  long  time  before  that  period.  He' 
«  arrived  in  Britain  while  Bridius,  a  veiy 
•'^  powerful  prince,  reigned  over  the  Pifts; 
«•  and  the  power  of  the  boly  man's  doftrine, 
•♦  and  the  influence  of  his  example,  converted 
**  tlut  nation  to  the  faith/' 

If  any  credit  can  be  given  to  the  ftories 
related  of  Columba,  it  would  feem  that  he 
left  his  native  country  in  a  fit  of  refentment, 
vowing  never  to  fettle  within  fight  of  that 
ifland.  He  firft  landed  on  a  fmall  ifland  of 
•  the  Hebrides  called  Oranfay;  but  finding  that 
ifland  too  near  his  hated  country,  he  moved 
to  a  little  fertile  ifland  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
Mull,  called  Hy,  or  lona.  This  ifland  iff 
about  two  miles  in  length  by  nearly  one  in 
breadth. 

On  this  fmall  fpot  Columba  fixed  the  feat 
of  his  little  fpiritual  empire,  and  founded  an 
ecclefiaftical  feminary,  which,  for  duration  and 
fame,  was  not  exceeded  by  the  moft  cele- 
brated eftablifhment  in  the  annals  of  northern 
Europe. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  lona,  he  founded 
a  cell  of  monks,  and  was  himfelf  the  firft 
abbot.     So  great  was  the  efteem  in  which  he 
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was  held,  that  he  had  the  hoitour  of  buryjng 
in  this  holy  gn>und>  two  kings  of  Scotland^ 
and  of  crowning  a  third. 

Coluflfiba  died  in  the  thirty-fccond  year  af- 
ter his  arrival  at  this  ifland,  where  he  was 
buried.    His  life  was  written  by  Adamnanus, 
his  fucceffor,  a  copy  of  which  is  faid  to  be 
in  the  poileflion  of  Macdonald  of  CIanronald» 
and  another  in  the  family  of  Macniel  of  Bara. 
After  his  death,    the  ifland  received  the 
name  of  T'columb-cill^   or,  the  Ifle  of  the 
Cell  of  Columba.     It  was  afterwards  perfo-* 
nified,  converted  into  a  faint,  and  worfliipped 
under  the  title  of  St.  Columb-killa.  I 

It  enjoyed  tranquility,  above  two  centuties^ 
but  in  the  year  807,  the  roving  tribes  of  j[)a- 
gan  Danes  or  Norwegians,  attacked  the  clergy 
with  favage  barbarity,  maflacred  fome  of  the 
monks,  and  forced  the  remainder  with  their 
abbot,  to  fly  for  fafety.  The  monaftery  re- 
mained depopulated  feven  .  years  after  thi^ 
calamitous  event.  On,  the  retreat  of  the^ 
Danes  it  received  a  new  order,  bdng  that  of 
the  Cluniacs^  who  continued  there  till  the  dif^ 
folution,  when  the  revenues  were  luiked  to 
the  bilhopric  of  Argyle. 

Icol- 
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Icolurakill  fiimiflied  bifhops  to  ieveial 
diocefles  in  England  and  Scotland ;  amongft 
others,  Aidanus,  bifhop  of  Landisfaim,  in 
Northumberland.  » 

In  fucceeding  times  it  became  the  feat  of 
the  bifhops  of  Soder  and  Man ;  and  it  con- 
tained befides  the  monafteiy ,  a  nunnery  and 
feveral  chapels. 

This  place  was  famous  for  its  library,    ' 
which  contained  the  archives  and  hiftorics  of 
the  kingdom,  with  many  other  manufcfripts 
that  are  now  difperfed  and  loft. 

"  The  library  here  muft  have  been  invalu- 
able, fays  Mr.  Pennant,  if  we  can  depend 
upon  Boetius,  who  afferts,  that  Fergus  II. 
affifting  Alaric  the  Goth,  in  die  facking  of 
Rome,  brought  away  as  (hare  of  the  plunder, 
acheftof  books,  which  he  prcfented  to  the 
monaftery  of  Zona.*  Aeneas  Sylvius  (after- 
wards Pope  Pim  11.)  intended  when  he  was 
in  Scotland  to  have  vifited  the  library  in 
fcarch  of  the  loft  books  of  Livy,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  death  of  the  king.     A  fmall 

parcel 

•  If  ever  any  fuch  books  wca-e  prcfented,  it  muft  havij 
been  fubfcquent  to  Fergus's  reign,  which  was  many  years 
ifiSoTc  the  monaftery  was  founded.  v 
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parcel  of  them  were,  in  1524,  brought  to  Aber- 
deen,, and  great  pains  were  taken  to  unfold 
thennt,  but  through  age  and  the  tendcmefs  of 
the  parchment,  little  could  be  read ;  but 
from  what  the  learned  were  able  to  make 
out,  the  work  appeared  by  the  ftyle  to  have 
rather  been  a  fragment  of  Saluft  than  of  Livy. 
Buttheregifter  and  records  of  the  Ifland,  all 
written  on  Parchment,  and  probably  other, 
Inore  antique  and  valuable  remains,  were  all 
deftroyed  by  that  worfe  than  Gothic  Synod, 
who  at  the  reformation  declared  war  againft 
all  fcience.** 

This  place  became  alfo  the  Sepulture  of 
forty-eight,  kings  of  Scotland,  eight  of  Nor- 
way^ four  of  Ireland,  befides  ^  the  chief- 
tans  of  the  Highland  and  Hebridian  Clans, 
fome  of  whofe  effigies  ftill  remain  on  the  fpot, 
many  have  been  deftroyed,  and  others  have 
been  purloined  for  other  church  yards,  in  the  ^ 
tiighlands. 

I  have  feen  fome  of  thefe  effigies,  and  alfo 
fome  of  the  Aone  crofTes  that  have  been  taken 
from  Icolumkill-  One  of  the  latter  ftands 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Campbeltown ; 
a  beautiful  pillar,  ornamented  with  foliage. 

Many 
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The  effigies  have  been  carried  moffly  to 
Argyleflure,  where  they  are  laid  over  the 
graves  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  A  number 
of  them  may  be  fecn  at  Kilmartin,  where 
the  people  can  give  the  names  of  the  per- 
fons  on  whofe  graves  they  were  originally 
placed'. 


ANTIQIJITY.OF  THE  ALLIANCE  BETWEEN 
THE  FRENCH  AND  SCOTS;  AND  THE 
GREAT    FIDELITY'    OF    THE    LATTER* 


IT  appears  from  hiftory,  that  Invcrlochy  was 
anciently  a  place  of  confiderable  note ;  a 
refort  of  French  and  Spaniards,  probably  to 
purchafe  fifh,  for  which  it  was  a  kind  of  em- 
ponunj,  particularly  for  falmon.  But  the  place 
is  ftilLmore  noted  for  its  being  a  refidence  of 
kings,  *  and  where  the  memorable  League, 
ofFenfive  and  defenfive,  is  recorded  to  have 
been  figned  between  Charleniain  and  Achaius, 
King  of  Scotland,  in  791 . 

The  origin  of  this  alliance  feems  to  have 
arifen,  Pirft,  from  the  obftinate  refiftance  of 
the  Saxons  in  Germany,  aided  by  their  coun- 
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try  men  in  Sbuth  Britadn,  to  the  arms  of  Char- 
lemain,  which  obliged  that  great  Qonqucror 
to  recruit  his  armies  with  auxiliaries  from 
various  parts  of  Europe,  among  whom  were 
four  thoufand  Scots,  commanded  by  Gilmer, 
brother  to  Achaius. 

This  Gilme/,  after  fignalizing  himferf 
againft  the  Pagan  Saxons,  embraced  a  reli- 
gious life,  and  founded  fome  mdnafteries  for 
his  countrymen  in  Germany,  and  other 
places;  which  faft  is  fully  authenticated  by 
the  united  teftimony  of  the  French  and  Italian 
hiftorians  of  thofe  early  times.  Thefe.  monaf- 
teries,  as  appears  from  records,  were  governed 
fucceflively  by  Abbots  and  Priors  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  nation. 

In  Paulus  Emilius's  hiftory  of  the  French 
atchievements,  we  meet  with  the  following 
very  remarkable  expreflions  :  •*  The  Saxons 
**  being  overcome,  that  their  name,  .by  de- 
'*  grees,  might  be  extinguifhed,  Charles  be- 
"  flowed  the  honours  of  magiftracy  upon 
**  ftrangers,  but  principally  upon  the  Scots > 
"  whom  he  made  life  of  for  the  great  fidelity 
**  he  found  in  them." 

Secondly,  Charlemain  was  defirous  to  ag- 
grandize France,  by  rendering  it  the  feat  of 
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literature,  as  well  as  of  extenfive  empire;  for 
this  purpofe,  he  invited  thither  the  learned 
from  all  parts,  and  particularly  certain  eccle- 
liaftics  of  Scotland,  whom  he  employed  to 
read  philofgphy,  in  greek  and  latin,  at  Paris, 
and  afterwards  in  founding  a  univerfity  in 
that  metropolis, 

**  The  moft  ancient  treaty,  fays  bifliop  Ni- 
cholfon,  which  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  entirely 
extant,  is  that  which  was  concluded  between 
the  Emperor  Charles  the  Great  and  Achaius ; 
whereupon  it  was  allowed,  that,  in  all  times 
coming,  the  Scottifh  kings  fliould  bear  their 
red  lion  (Fergus  the  firft's  arms)  in  a 
counter-charged  border  of  flowers-de-lis* 
I  have  feen  a  noble  manufcript  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  Iheets  in  folio,  of  the  treaties 
betwixt  the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland, 
from  the  year  791,  (wherein  the  foremen* 
tioned  league  was  concluded)  to  i  ^96.  Where- 
unto  are  added  the  privileges  granted  by  feve- 
ral  kings  of  France  to  the  Scots;  ftiirly 
written  in  their  original  languages.  Upon 
this  latter  fubjeda:  there  is  a  printed  treatife 
which  bears  the  title  of  Efcofle  Franfoife ; 
which  gives  the  original  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Scotch  guards  in  France." 

d  %  The 
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The  treaty  conctuded  between  thefe  co- 
temporary  princes,  and  the  fervices  performed 
by  the  Scots,  in  virtue  thereof,  feems  to  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  alliance  between 
I^rance  and  Scotland,  vv^hich  lafted,  with  fomc 
intermiffions,  till  the  union  of  the  two  Britilh 
crowns.  To  this  alliance,  many  of  the  fub- 
fequent  treaties  of  reciprocal  defence  between 
France  and  Scotland  had  a  reference. 

A  feafonable  fupply  of  troops  and  fhips  of 
war,  having  been  fent  by  James  IV.  king 
of  Scotland,  to  Lewis  XII.  king  of  France, 
then  deftitute  of  allies  and  ready  to  fink 
under  the  arms  of  England,  Germany,  and 
Italy,  the  French  monarch  was  fo  overcome 
with  gratitude,  that  he  gave  orders  for  ra-> 
tifying  and  augmenting  the  ancient  privileges 
of  the  Scottifh  nation  in  France. 

The  letters  pf  naturalization  in  favour  of 
that  kingdom,  give  the  following  reafons: 
"  Becaufe  of  the  league  which  had  been  of 
*'  old  made  and  obferved  between  the  two  na- 
•*  tions,  and  in  confideration  of  the  great  and 
**  mighty  fervices  done  by  the  Scots  to  the 
*'  kings  and  kingdom  of  France,  efpecially  dur- 
"  ing  the  reign  of  Charles  VII.  when  many 
"  princes  of  Scotland  came  over  to  France,  and  , 
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<*  helped  to  expel  her  enemies,  who  were  then 
•*  mailers  of  the  grcateft  part  of  it :  For  which 
••  iignal  piece  of  fervice,  and  the  undaunted 
"  courage  difplayed  by  the  Scots,  on  all  occar 
**  fions,  that  monarch,  Charles  VII.  had  ap- 
"  pointed  aoo  of  them  to  guard  his  perfon, 
"  of  whom  I  GO  were  men  of  arms,  and   are 
•'  now,  adds  the  record,  the  loolaunces  of  our 
"  ancient  ordinance,  and  i  oo  archers,  24  of 
•*  whom  are  called  archers  of  the  body. 
'  Secondly,  "  becaufe  of  the  unfhaken  fide- 
"  lity,  which,  without  any  variation,  or  inter- 
•*  mption,  has  at  all  times  been  confpicuous  in 
*•  thofe  of  that  nation;  and  in  the  extraordinary 
**  good  offices  done  by  the  prefent,  king,  who 
**  had  fent  both  a  confiderable  land  army,  and 
*'  a  fleet,  confifting  of  many  goodfliips,  to 
••  France,    upon  which  account   bis  fubjeSis 
*'  ought  to  befor  ever  encouraged  and  favoured 
•«  above   allot  hers.** 

In  the  contra<a  of  marriage  between  tht 
Dauphin  of  France  and  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  publilhed  among  the  French  treaties 
of  peace  and  alliance,  mention  is  made  of  the 
ancient  leagues  between  the  two  kingdoms ^  begun 
eight  hundred  years  before  that  time. 

d  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  privileges  related  chiefly  to  commcr* 
cial  affairs,  in  which  the  Scots,  being  the  moft 
favoured  nation,  were  enabled  then  to  cariy 
on  a  veiy  extenfive  trade  with  France,  till  the 
acceffioh  of  James  VI.  to  the  crown  of  Ehg-^ 
land,  when  France  withdrew  her  favours; 
On  this,  James;  at  the  eameft  requeft  of  his 
Scottifh  fubjefts,  rcmonftrated  with  the  court 
of  France,  but  without  cffedl.  The  goods 
and  chattels  of  Scotfmen  who  died  in  France 
were,  however,  ftill  exempted  from  being 
feized  by  that  government;  a  privilege  allow- 
ed to  the  Scots  and  Swifs  otily. 


R'EMAINS    OF    CALEDONIAN    ARCHITEC-  • 
TURK. 

npHERE  are  ftill  in  the  Highlands  fome 
-*■    remains  of  buildings  that  were  ereded 
in  very  remote  ages. 

The  caftle  of  Dunftaffhage  was  a  feat 
of  the  kings  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  previous 
to  the  conqueft  of  the  Picfls  in  the  ninth 
century.     It  is  built  on  the  fummit  of  a  rock 
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•  Aat  ri£bs  fome  yards  above  the  level  of  the 
adjacent  groxind.  The  fides  of  the  rock  aje 
fa  neatfy  pared  to  render  it  precipitous,  that 
a  perfon  at  a  fmall  diftance  cannot  diftinguifh^ 
the  rock  from  the  wall  which  is  eredled 
upon  it.  The  bafe  is  walhed  on  one  fide  by 
Loch  Etive,  and  on  the  land^fide  there  is  a 
fmall  declivity. 

By  means  of  fhefe  circumftances,  this  feat 
muft  have  been  proof  againft  any  machine 
•that  could  be  brought  againfl:  it  before  the 
invention  of  guij-powder. 

The  caftle  of  Rothfay,  in  the  ifland  of 
Bute  was  originally  circular,  and  is  of  unr 
known  antiquityJ .  A  part  of  ihe  outer  wall 
iKU  remains,  about  five  or  fix  yards  in 
height.  It  has  a  venerable  appearance,  and 
is  moftly  covered  with  creeping  ivy.  Within 
this  wall,  a  building' of  later  times  was  eredt^ 
cd,  it  is  fuppofed,  by  fome  princes  of  th6 
houfe  of  Stuart,  who  refided  here. 

In  that  part  of  the  Highlands,  called  Lord 
Rae*s  Country,  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  circular 
building,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  feat  of 
fome  monarch  or  great  chieftan  ;  but  at  whit 
period  it  was  erefted,  and  for  what  purpofe, 
d  4  in 
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in  the  "heart  of  a  gloomy  and  abnoft  inac- 
ceflible  defart,  antiquaries  can  fcarcely  form  a 
conje^ute.  It  is  called  Domadella,  probably 
from  the  perfon  who  built  it,  and  a$  this 
barien  rtgion  has  in  all  ages  been  appropriated 
to  the  chace,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
building  ferved  as  a  fummer  refidence  to  the 
chiefs  and  their  followers,  who  in  that  fcafon 
employed  themfelves  in  hunting. 

Some  conjedture,  that  it  was  a  druidical 
temple,  an  opinion  founded  upon  fimilar  re- 
mains of  ancient  buildings  in  France,  whofe 
creiaion  and  ufes  were  attributed  to  the  Druids 
of  that  country. 

There  are  many  circular  buildings,  of  infe- 
rior dimenfions,  on  the  Weft  coaft  of  Scotland, 
and  in  the  Hebride  lilands,  called  Du/is,  a 
-Celtic  word,  which  iignifies  a  hill  or  emi- 
Tience,  but  whether  ereded  by  the  Druids  or 
the  Norwegians,  hiftoiy  affords  no  pofitive 
lights. 

Thefe  impcrfed  (ketches  of  the  Caledonian 
or  Galic  annals,  ferve  to  furnifh  inconteftible 
proofs  that  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  parti- 
cularly the  Weftem  coaft,^and  the  Hebride  Ifles 
were  inhabited  in  very  remote  ages  by  the 
Ccltes  or  Gauls  from  the  continent ;  that  they 
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were  a  iiumerous,  and  -  a  war-like  people 
when  the  Romans  firft  ereded  their  ftandards 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Grampian  Mountains ; 
that  they  defended  their  country  and  liberties 
with  fingukr  bravery,  and  uncommon  pcrfe- 
verance,  till  the  encroaching  enemy  abandoned 
their  countiy,  without  having  made  a  conquefl: 
of  any  part  of  it. 

It  is  alfo  evident,  that  they  were  under 
fome  degree  of  regular  government ;  faithful 
and  loyal  fubjeds  to  a  lineal  fucceflion  of 
tings;  guided  in  fpiritual  concerns,  by  priefts 
or  Druids ;  and  in  later  times,  by  the  teachers 
of  Chriftianity,  when  that  religion  was  un- 
known in  the  more  northern  parts  of  Europe. 
It  farther  appears,  that  thefe  Caledonian  G^uls 
were  lovers  of  poetry  and  mufic;  that  they 
produced  a  bard,  coeval  with  the  Romans, 
fufficiently  endued  by  nature  for  handing 
down  to  the  lateft  pofterity,  their  martial 
atchievments  againft  the  Roman  arms,  as 
well  as  the  affiftance  which  they  were  ever 
ready  to  give  to  their  friends  or  brethren 
in  diilrefs. 

Finally, 
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Finally,  that  the  prefent  Highlanders  «e 
the' lineal,  unmixed  defcendants  of  thefc 
herpes,  poets  and  bards,  who  through  a  long 
lucceffion  of  ages,  have  preferved  the  Celtic 
language  in  its  ancient    purity ;    who .  ftill 

retain,  in  a  confidejrable  degree,  the  iimple 
manners  and  cufloms  of  their  s^nceftors ;  and 
who  arejefs  tindlured  with.thp  vices  of  mo- 
dern times,  than  thofe  that  beftow  upon  them 
the  epithet  of  barbarous • 


MODERN    DESCRIPTIONS    OF  -THE    HIGH-' 
LANDS,    AND  THE    HEBRIDE    ISLES. 

JAMES  V.  of  Scotland  was  the  firft 
among  the  moderns  who  vifitcd  the  Ihorcs 
of  that  country.  In  the.year  1 534,  he  embarked 
at  Leith  with  five  Ihips,  attended  by  fundiy 
noblemen,  upon  a  voyage  to  the  Orkney  and 
Hebride  Iflands,  for  the  double  purpofe  of 
taking  charts  of  the  coafls,  and  eflablifhing 
juftice  among  the  people,  A  Journal  of  this 
voyage  was  taken  by  Mr.  Lindfay,  the 
mailer  of  the  king's  fhip,  and  is  printed  at 
the  end  of  Father  Fournier*s  Hydrographic, 
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Piiris  1667.      The  chart  was  completed  by 
the   French   king's   cofmographer  in  1583, 
Mr.   Adair,  hydrographer  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  drew  it  anew  in  1688. 

In  1549,  Donald  Monro,  dean  of  the 
ifles,  travelled  over  the  Hebrides,  whofe  dc^ 
fcriptions  have  been  copied  by  Buchannan  and 
others.  Buchannan,  who  was  his  cotemporaiy, 
fays  he  was  a  perfori  of  good  induftry,  as  well 
as  great  piety  and  learning. 

In  1698,  Mr.  John  Adair  made  a  voyage 
to  the  Orkney  and  Hebride  Iflands,  of  which 
he  publiflied  a  Journal. 

About   the  fame  period,  Mr.  Martin,  a 
do6tor  of   phyfic,    made    a   complete    lour 
through  the  Hebrides,  and  his  book,  entitled 
a  Defcription  of  the  Weftcm  Iflands  of  Scot- 
land, ,was  publifhed  in  1703,  and  dedicated 
to  George  prince  of  Denmark.     *'  Perhaps. 
**  fays  he,   in  his  preface,  it  is  peculiar  to 
"  thofe  ifles,  that  they  have  never  been  de- 
«*  fcribed  till  now  by  any  man  that  was  a  na- 
"  tive  of  the  country,  or  had  travelled  them. 
•*  They   were  indeed  touched  by  Boethius, 
**  bifliop  Lefley,  Buchannan,  and  Johnflon, 
"  in  their  hiftories  of  Scotland,  but  none  of 
**  thoie  authors  were  ever  there  in  perfon;  fo 
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^  that  what  they  wrote  concerning  them^ 
*•  was  upon  truft  from  others.  Buchannan, 
«•  it  is  true,  had  his  information  from  Donald 
•*  Monro,  who  had  been  in  many  of  them, 
•*  and  therefore  his  account  is  the  beft  that 
«  has  hitherto  appeared,  but  it  muft  be  own- 
••  ed  that  it  is  very  imperfed/* 

Concerning  Mr.  Martin,  the  author  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  gires  the  follow- 
ing account : •"  Of  this  writer,  fays   be, 

little  more  is  known,  than  that  of  which  him- 
felf  feems  to  be  the  relator,  viz.  That 
he  was  bom  in  one  of  the  moft  fpacious 
znA  fertile  ifles  in  the  Weft  of  Scotland ;  and, 
befides  his  liberal  education  at  the  univerfity, 
had  the  advantage  oi  feeing  foreign  places, 
and  converfing  with  fome  of  the  royal  fociety; 
but  who,  neverthelefs,  feems  to  have  been  a 
very  weak,  credulous,  and  fuperftitious  man, 
and,  notwithftanding  his  liberal  education, 
with  refpedt  both  to  matter  and  form,  an  in- 
judicious writer.'* 

•  There  are,  however,  many  fads  interfperfed 
in  this  book;  but  a  thorough  difcovery  and 
inveftigation  of  thefe  iflands  with  a  critical 
and  penetrating  eye,  was  referved  to  the 
prefent  age.     Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  after  a  cir- 
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cumnavigation  round  the  world,  made  ^ 
voyage  to  the  Hebrides,  where  he  dis- 
covered one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  in  na- 
ture, an  ifland  compofed  of  bafaltic  pillars, 
f^r  furpafling  thofe  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Giant's  Caufeway,  which  had  hitherto  been 
the  admiration  of  mankind. 

Sir  Jofeph's  account  of  thefe  pillars,  with 
their  dimenfions,  is  given  in  the  appendix* 

l>^cxt  in  time,  was  Thomas  Pennant,  Efq. 
of  Downing,  in  Flintfhire,  This  gentleman 
poffefled  every  accomplifhment  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  inquiry  and  communication,  A  rc^- 
f]*)edable  fortune,  a  liberal  education,  a  lover 
of  fcience  and  philolbphy  in  all  their  branches; 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  hiftory,  and  what- 
ever falls  under  the  head  of  antiquities;  much 
perfeverancc,  *  philanthrophy,  candour,  and 
good-nature. 

Such  was  the  man  who  fet  out  in  June 
1 769,*  to  make  the  tour  of  an  aimoft  unde- 
fcribed  country,  for  though  much  had  been 
written  upon  the  geography,  natural  hiftory, 
antiquities,  and  other  particulars  of  Scot- 
land, a  complete  fyftematical  work  upoa 
thefe    fubjeifts,    from   perfonal    obfervation, 

was 

♦  In  confequencc,  it  is  faid,  of  the  death  of  his  lady. 
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i^ras  ftill  wanting,  till  Mr.  Pennant  under- 
took the  generous  defign,  and  I  may  venture 
to  fay  that  no  country  ancient  or  modem 
was  ever  better  defcribed.  His  writings  are 
a  true  pi(flure  of  the  country  and  people; 
entertaining,  inftrudlive,  and  finely  embel- 
lifhed  with  copper-plates,  for  which  purpofe 
he  was  at  the  expence  of  taking  a  perfon 
with  him  for  making  drawings  from  land- 
fcapes,  ruins,'  plants,  &c. 

He  fet  out  by  the  way  of  Berwick,  and  from 
thence  to  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dunkeld,  Tay- 
mouth,  Blair,  Brae-Mar,  Aberdeen,  Banff, 
and  Invernefs,  to  Duncan*s-Bay  Head, .  iri 
Caithnefs,  He  returned  by  the  fame  road  to 
Invemefs,  and  from  thence  flruck  weflward 
along  the  fide  of  Loch  Nefs  to  Fort  Auguflus, 
and  Fort  William,  in  Lochaber,  From 
Fort  William,  he  took  a  fouthern  diredlion  by 
Tyndrum,  and  Dalpially,  to  Inveraray.  From 
Inveraray,  he  returned  to  England,  by  Loch 
Lomond,  Dunbarton,  Glafgow,  Stirling,  Edin- 
burgh Moffat,  and  Carlifle.  This  journey, 
with  an  appendix,  makes  a  quarto  volume, 
and  contains  twenty-one  plates. 

In  May  1772,  he  fet  out  again,   upon  a 
more  extraordinar)'^  enterprife  than  the  former. 

The 
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The  chief  objedl  of  it  fecms  to  have  been 
acruife  among  the  Hebride  Iflands,  the  ftate 
of  which  was  little  known  to  the  generality 
of  Scotfmen,  and  ftill  lefs  to  Engliflimen. 

In  this  tour  he  went  by  the  Carlifle  Road 
to  Dumfries,  Lanerk,  Glafgow,  and  Gree- 
nock* Here  he  hired  a  decked  veflel  for  his  He- 
bridean  voyage,  andvifited  the  iflandsof  Bute, 
Arrah,  and  the  Craig  of  Ailfa,  in  the  Firth  of 
Clyde  :  Landed  at  Campbeltown,  and  crofled 
to  the  weft  fide  of  the  Peninfula  of  Cantire, 
where  the  veflel,  after  going  round  that  cape,  ' 
took  him  again  on  board.  He  was  now 
upon  the  Atlantic,  and  in  fight  of  the  He- 
brides, a  part  of  which  he  vifited  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  viz.  Gia,  Jura,  Hay  Oranfay, 
Colonfay,  lona  or  Icolumkill,  Canay,  Rum» 
Sky,  Lifmore,  Scarba,  and  Efdale* 

All  thefe  iflands,  and  the  oppofite  coaft  of 
the  main  land,  he  defcribes  with  aftonilhing . 
cxadnefs,  and  it  is  matter  of  great  regret, 
that  he  did  not  vifit  more  of  the  Hebrides. 
The  principal  iflands  omitted  are  Mull,  Egg, 
Muck,  Coll,  Tirey,  Bara,  South  Uift,  Ben- 
becula.  North  Uift,  Harris  ^nd  Lewis.    This,.    . 
however,  could  not  be  done  in  one   feafon, 
without   great  hazard  from  the  equinodial 
ftorms>  which. are  tremendous  in  thefe  feas. 
V       .  The     , 
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.   The  cruife  above  defcribed,  was  performed 
between  June  17   and  Auguft  15,  when  he. 
landed  at  Ardmaddie,  in  Argylefhire.    From/ 
thence  he  vifited  Inveraray,  and  the  banks  of] 
Loch  Awe,,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  hej^ 
took  an  eaftem  diredlion,  following  the  courfe 
of  the  Tay  to  Killein,'  at  the  Head  of  Loch 
Tay>  and  from  thence  to  Taymbuth,  at  the 
lower  end  of  that  lake-     From  Taymouth  to 
LoggeraitjcMouIine,  Blair,  Dunkeld,  Perth, 
the  Roman  encampments,   and  other  remains 
in  Stratheme,  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  Dundee, 
Aberbrothic,  Moatrofe,  Dunnotter,  Brechin, 
Forfar*    Dunfinane,    Abcrnethy,    Falkland, 
St,    Andrews,    and  from  thence  along  the 
north  fhore  pf  the   Forth  to   Dumfermline, 
Alloa  and  Stirling.      From  Stirling  to   Car- 
ron,  Linlithgow,  Edinburgh,  Melros,  Kelfo, 
and  Northumberland;  the  whole  with  an  Ap- 
pendix, making  %  vols,  and  ornamented  with 
91  plates.    , 

Though  Mr.  Pennant  has  done  fo  much, 
a  great  part  of  Scotland  ftill  awaits  another' 
vifit  from  one  who  is  fo  eminently  qualified 
for  compleating  the  important  work:  But, 
from  what  I  perceived,  when  I  urged  this 
bufinefs,  there  feems  to  be  very  little  hope 
that  he  will  ever  undertake  it,  owing,  pof- 

fibly. 
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fiblf,    to  a  new  family  connexion,  which, 
With  literary  amufemcnts,  may  fully  engage 
his  time. 

The  undcfcribed  countries  are,  Kirkubright- 
(hire,  Wigtownfliire,  Airfhire,  and  moft  of  ' 
Rcnfrewlhire,  including  the  Solway  Firth, 
and  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  the 
whole  forming  a  line  of  coaft  exceeding  140 
miles  in  length.  Thefe  countries  lie  in  the 
ibuth  of  Scotland,  and  contain  many  remains 
of  antiquity. 

^Oti  the  weft;  he  has  not  feen,  as  before  6b- 
fcrved.  above  one  half  of  the. Hebridelfles,  ow- 
ing partly  to  a  malignant  fever  that  prevailed 
in  the  Long  Ifland;  and,  on  the  uorth- weft,  he 
attempted  to  penetrate  ias  far  as  the  Pentland 
Firth,  but  found  it  imprafticable  ;  confe-r 
quently,  the  weft  and  north  coaft  of  Suther- 
land, with  the  greateft  part,  of  Gaithnefs,,  are 
by  him  undifcribed.  But  inftead  of  dwelling 
upon  vvhat  he  has  not  done,  thofe  who  wiflt 
to  have  a  faithful  relation  of  fads,  are  imder. 
very  confiderable  obligations  to  that  gentle-', 
man  for  what  he  has  done,  it  being  undoubt- . 
cdly  one  of  the  beft  books  that  has  been 
written  upon  thefe  fubjedls,.  by  ancient  or 

modem  authc^s. 
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Next  follows  Dr.  Johnfori,  who  honoured 
even  the  rudeft  parts  of  Scotland  with  a  vifit ;. 
but,  however  eipinent  in  fome  refpeds,  the 
Doctor  laboured  under  the  incurable  misfor- 
tune of  being  the  verjr  counter  part  of  the 
traveller  whom  he  fuccecded. 

He  fet  out  to  make  the  tour  of  Seotlaad 
and  the  Hebride  Iflands,  at  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  life,  and  nearly  blind.  He-cfeofe  the 
autunm,  which  in  that^  country  is  generally 
wet  and  boiftcrous. 

He  was  no  antiquarian ;  and  he  feems  to  , 
have  had  very  litde  tafte  for  botany,  and  the 
various  branches  of  natural  hiftory.     Com^i^ 
bining  thefe  difadvantages,  the  Do^Sor  it  mayi 
be  fuppofed,  was  very  ill  qualified  for  explor-* 
ing,  and  for  defcribing  thefe  remote  and  al-* 
moft  unknown  diffari^ts. 
^  But  thefe  defeds  were  only  fecondaiy  con* 
fiderations,  when  compared  to  his  difpofidoa 
and  temper  refpeding  that  countiy  and  pco^ 
pie.     He  fet  out  under  incurable  impreffiona 
of  a  iiational  prejudice,  a  religious  prejudiop,- 
and  a  literary  jealoufy. 
'  From  a  writer  of  fuch  abilities,  and  fuch 
prejudices,  the  natives  of  Scotland  had  rea* 
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ion  to  exped  a  (hower  of  arrows  without 
mercy ;  apd  it  was  poflibly  from  this  prepof- 
feflion,  that  they  were  ready  to  fall  upon  him 
as  one  man,  the  moment  that  his  book  ap- 
peared. Their  minds  were  charged  with  fen- 
tiitients  of  indignity,  refentment  and  revenge, 
which  they  did  not  fail  to  difcharge  upon  his 
head  in  whole  platoons,  from  every  quarter. 
He  fuflained  the  Ihock  with  firmnefs,  and 
when  threatened  with  corporal  chaftifement, 
by  an  eminent  Hiftorian,  he  threw  down  the 
gantlet,  and  provided  himfelf  with  a  cudgel 
fix  feet  long,  and  a  club  at  the  end  of  it.* 

If,  however,  we  make  allowances  for  the 
DoAor^s  bodily  and  mental  ^pfirmities,  by. 

*  Among  the  Doftor's  opponents  was  the  author  of  a 
Book  entitled  Lcxipkants^  a  didogui  imitated  from  Lucian^  and 
fidted  to  the  prefent  times.  Being  an  attempt  to  reftore  the  EngU/k^ 
Tongue  to  its  ancient  purity.  And  to  correS,  as  well  as  expofe^ 
the  aJfeBtd  ftyle^  hard  zuords,  and  abfurd  phrafeology  of  many 
(ate  wtiiersj  and  particularly  of  our  English  Lkxiphanss 
the  EamUer. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  attributes  this  perfonnance  to  Dr 
Kenrick.  The  Author  was  Archibald  Campbell,  Ton  of  pro- 
feffor  Campbell  of  St.  Andrews;  and  by  profeffion,  a  purfer 
of  a  man  of  war. 

He  wrote  another  fatircal  performance,  called  the  Sale  of 
Authorsy  in  imitation  of  Bucian's  Sale  of  Philofophers  which 
was  levelled  at  the  writers  then  living,  who  had  adopted  Dr. 
J^babp's  fiylc« 
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which  I  mean  his  dogmatical  difpofition,  and 
ftrong  prejudices,  the  obfervations  and  conclu- 
lions  upon  what  he  faw,may  be  confidered  as  a 
valuable  acquifition  to  the  hiftory  of  North 
Britain.  I  have  read  his  book  again  and 
again,  travelled  with  him  fronl  Berwick  to 
Glenelg,  through  countries  with  which  I  am 
well  acquainted  ;  failed  with  him  from  Glen- 
elg to  Rafay,  Sky,  Rum,  Coll,  Mull,  and 
Icolumkill ;  but  have  not  been  able  to  corrcdt 
him,  in  any  matter  of  confcquence,  I  have 
often  admired  the  accuracy,  the  precifion,  and 
the  juftnefs  of  what  he  advances,  refpedting 
both  the  country  and  the  people. 

Were  his  book  ftrippcd  of.  fome  ilMberal 
epithets,  and  of  his  lame  conjedlures  refpec- 
ting  Galic  genius,  it  would  make  an  excel- 
lent fupplement  to  the  invaluable  writings 
of  the  traveller  who  preceded  him. 

The  Dodlor  and  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  fet 
out  from  Edinburgh  on  the  1 8th  day  of  Auguft, 
1773;  croffed  the  great  ferry  to  Fifelhirc, 
went  along  the  call  coaft  to  St.  Andrews, 
Dundee,  Aberbrothic,  Montrofe,  Aberdeen, 
and  Slain's  Caftle.  Croffed  the  country  from 
thence  to  Banff  on  the  Murray  Firth,  and 
kept  due  weft  along  that  coaft,  through  Elgin, 

Forrw, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(  Ixix  ) 
Forres,  and  Fort  George,  to  Invernefs.  At  this 
place  they  hired  horfes  and  guides  to  the  weft 
fca,  by  Lochnefs,  •  Fort  Auguftus,  Glen- 
morifon,  and  Glenelg,  where  they  crofted  over 
to  Sky,  which,  with  Rafay,  Coll,  Mull,  and 
Icolumkill,  they  examined  with  confiderable 
minutenefs. 

They  returned  from  the  Hebrides,  by  In- 
veraray, Loph  Lomond,  Glafgow  and  Air- 
ftiire,  to  Edinburgh.  The  Dodtor  has  every 
where,  delivered  his  fentiments  with  freedom, 
md  in.  niany  inftanceSj  with  a  fqemingly  re- 
gard for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  ornament  of  the  country.  His  remarks 
oii  the  want  oi  tree§  and  hedges  for  ftiade,  as 
well  as  forflxelter  to  the  cattle,  are  well  found- 
ed, and  merit  the  thanks,  not  the  illiberal  cen- 
fures,  of  the  natives.  He  alfo  felt  for  t)w 
diftreffes  gf  the  Highlanders,  and  explodes, 
with  great  propriety,  the  bad  management  of 
the  grounds,  and  the  jiegled  of  timber  in  the 
Hebrides, 
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ORIGIN  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  BRITI5H 
SOCIETY  FOR  EXTENDING  THE  FISH- 
ERIES, AND  IMPROVING  TK[E  SEA- 
COASTS    OF    THE    KINGDOM. 

AS  the  year  1786  forms  anew  acra  in 
the  annals  of  the  Highlands,  I  am  under 
<he  unavoidable  neceffity  of  introducing  my- 
ielf  in  the  detail,  and  I  hope,  that  candour 
will  make  allowances  for  the  part  that  I  oc* 
cupy  therein,  which  could  not  be  omitted 
without  leaving  a  very  conftderable  chafm  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  country.  I  ftiall  abide  ilridtly 
by  fti<Ss>  as  they  happened  in  the  order  of 
time,  from  the  year  1 764  to  the  prefent  day. 
'  In  that  year,  I  firfl:  went,  through  mo- 
tives of  curiofity,  upon  a  (hort  excurfion  into 
the  Highlands,  where  the  extreme  poverty, 
idlenefs,  and  diftrefTes  of  the  people,  made  an 
impreffion  which  has  ever  fince  engaged  my 
thoughts,  much  of  my  time,  and  occafioned 
an  expencc  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds  ;  bcr 
fides  inconveniencies  by  fea  and  land,  which 
it  would  be  tirefome  to  enumerate,  and  pain- 
ful to  read. 

I  often 
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, .  I  often  ifeafoned  with  myfelf  cA  this  vMm 
ter,  whether  to  facrifice  fo  miich  time  ussA 
money,  or  abandon  a.  caufe  that  rtiight  oim 
day  prove  effentially  beneficial  to  300^00% 
people  or  upwards,  rtiany  of  whohl  had  no- 
thing more  than  a  bai^  exiftence»  abd  even 
that  upon  the  nioft  precarious  tenm^* 

In  thefe  deliberations,  I  gave  way  invade 
ably  to  the  impulfe  of  my  o^vn  feelings  J 
the  difcoveriejj  made  in  one  journey,  ferve4 
only  to  incite  new  ardour  for  anothelri  and  I 
havej  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-thre*  yeairs^ 
J)enetratcd  and  explored  that  kingdom  fixteen 
times  j  by  which  I  have  acquired  more  gene* 
ral  knowledge  of  the  various  clafTes  of  peop^e^ 
the  diftrids,  towns,  pDrts>  bays,  lochs,  fhip»* 
ping,  fiflierief,  manufadures,  &c.  than  was 
ever  colledfced  in  the  bread  of  one  individual. 
As  the  Highlands  firft  drew  my  notice,  I 
began  to  enquire  into  the  moft  efi^dual  means 
of  employing  the  inhabitants,  and ,  of  pre* 
venting  emigration,  which  at  that  time  pre- 
vailed greatly,  and  of  which  \  was  often  a 
witnefst 

This  trainof  thinking  becatneftillmort  agrte* 

able>  from  the  confideration,  that  whatever 

contributed  to  keep  the  people  ftt  home,  and 
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engage  thcln  in  habits  of  ufei^l  inHaflrjr, 
would  tcnd^alfo  to  ftrcnghten  the  naTjr,  and 
to  encreafe  the  demand  for  Britifh  manu-r 
fedlures*        ' 

The  objeds  that  firft  occurred  towards  the 
accompliihment  of  thefe  defirable  purpofes, 
were  the  fifheries  in  all  their  varieties^  and 
the  manufacture  of  fundrjr  articles  which  are 
ufed  in  that  branch,  as  (hip  and  boat*building, 
fiet-making,  fail-making,  rope-making.  &c. 
»  This  led  to  an  acquaintance  with  fifhermen 
of  all  defcriptiohs,  as  well  as  merchants  and 
traders  in  that  line,  throughout  the  greateft 
part  of  the  kingdom,  whom  I  found  ready 
on  every  occafion  to  give  me  the  fuUeft  infor- 
mation, as  far  as  their  very  imp?rf^f€t  know* 
Jedge  extended. 

.The  more  I  confidered  this  fubjei^:,  the  more 
important  it  appeared,  both,  i  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  empire,  and  to  the  welfare  of  a  great 
body  of  people.  I  therefore  refolyed  to  be- 
come mafter  of  it,  though  at  the  expcnce  of 
a  long  apprenticefhip ;  and  I  gained,  by  ui>- 
remitting  inquiries  and  reading,  a  knowledge 
of  that  bufinefs,  fufficient  for  affifting  fiflier- 
men  themfelves  in  a  profeflion,  of.  which 
fome  had  only  a  fupcrficial  knowledge,. .and 
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others  were  abnoft  entirely  ignorant^  particu* 
larly  in  the  manner  of  curing* 

The  laft  journey  through  very  remote«  and 
partly  unexplored  regions,  has  completed 
the  remaining  part  of  general  information/  I 
I  have  now  encircled  the  kingdom,  by  tra- 
verfing  the  whple  coaft,  with  one  foot,  as  it 
were,  on  land,  and  the  other  in  the  water. 
By  this  I  have  gained  a  knowledge  of  the^ 
various  fpecies  of  fifh  on  each  refpedlivc 
(hore,  and  the  feas  thereof,  as  well  as  the 
quantities  that  might  be  caught  upon  an  ave- 
rage of  years. 

When  I  found  myfelf  qualified  to  fpeak 
upon  the  fubjed  of  fifheries,  and  of  improve- 
ments in  the  Highlands,  I  frequently  fpcnt 
feveral  hours  in  writing  whole  packets  of  let- 
ters, enforcing  the  expediency  of  drawing  the 
public  attention  that  way ;  but  this  fedentary 
bufinefs  engroffed  fo  much  time,  that  print- 
ing feemed  more  eligible.  Unwilling,  how- 
ever, to  be  deprived  of  the  fatisfadlion  which 
obfcurity  and  folitude  afforded,  I  circulated 
fome  papers  privately,  which,  being  honoured 

with  particular  notice,  I  ventured,  with  ad- 
ditions, to  publifh. 

The 
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The  favourable  reception  of  thefe  firft 
{ketches,  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a  more  com- 
plete work,  by  Extending  fome  of  the  fub- 
jedls,  and  ititroducing  others,  the  whole 
giving  a  fyftematic  view  of  the  affeirs  of 
Scotland  in  general,  and  of  the  Highlands, 
with  its  fifheriesi  in  particular. 

Next  followed  a  printed  abridgment  of  this 
ftbove  work,  as  far  as  related  to  fifheries  i  thi* 
Was  intended  for  the  particular  ufe  of  fuch 
gentlemen  as  did  not  chufe  to  purchaf^  Qt 
read  two  volumes. 

As  a  guide  to  the  public  in  the  geography 
of  the  country,  I  engaged  a  drawer  to  givt 
me  the  outlines  of  Dorret*s  map  of  Scotland, 
tipon  a  large  fheet ;  I  filled  up  the  names  my- 
fclf,  and  was  very  attentive  to  thofe  of  the 
lakes  and  bays.  The  map  has  been  found 
very  ufeful,  in  giving  a  general  idejt  of  the 
extent  of  the  country,  the  number  and  fitu* 
ation  of  the  lakes,  &c. 
'  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  my 
firft  account  of  the  Highlands,  I  fet  out  for 
Ireland,  in  order  to  colledl  information  re-f 
fpeding  the  newly  eftabliflied  fifheries  of  that 
kingdom,  and  from  thence  I  crofled  over 
^o    Cantire*       In    the    mean   time,    fundry 
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noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  Scotland,  began 
to  form  themfelves  into  a  foci^ty  at  Edin-- 
burgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  the 
plans  of  improvement  recommended  in  the 
publication,  and  for  other  matters  worthy 
of  their  attention. 

The  Highland  Society  at  London  had  been 
eftabliflied  fcveral  years  before  :  it  was  partly 
a  convivial  club,  who  met  to  enjoy  them- 
felves  according  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  coun^ 
trjr,  to  hear  the  bagpipe,  drink  whilky  out 
of  the  clam-fhell,  &c.  and,  partly,  an  in- 
ftitution  for  the  encouragement  of  coUedtions 
and  publications  in  their  native  tongue,  and 
of  their  native  mufic,  and  fimilar  objcds/ 

Upon  my  return  from  Edinburgh,  foon 
after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  new  fociety  in 
that  city,  and  of  which  I  had  been  voted  an 
honorary  member,  I  propofcd  that  the  Londoii 
Society  fhould  extend  their  plan;  do  fpmc- 
thing  farther  in  the  way  of  bufinefs,  and  co« 
operate  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  then  fitting  upon  the  filheries.  I 
enforced  this  matter  pretty  warmly  to  the  fe- 
cretary,  and  other  members.  All  thefe  gen- 
tlemen expreffed  their  approbation  of  my  pro-  - 
pofals,  and  their  readineft  to  come  forward, 

and 
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and  give  their  concurrence  to  any  meafares 
that  might  benefit  their  country,  whofe  im- 
portance I  had  laboured  to  reprefent  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms. 

In  order  to  give  efiecft  to  thefe  difpofitions, 
I  tranfmitted  to  the  fecretary  and  other  gen- 
tlen>en,  a  long  letter,  ftating  the  urgent  ne- 
ceflity  of  opening  an  inland  navigation  in 
the  Highlands,  and  alfo  of  ere<5ling  fifliing 
ftations  along  the  coaft,  upon  the  plan  re^i 
commended  in  the  before-mentioned  publica-^ 
tions,  where  the  natives  might  fell  their  fifli, 
and  be  fupplied  with  fait,  and  other  neceffa- 
pes,  which  they  greatly  wanted. 

About  this  time,  the  Honourable  Chair- 
man, and  fundry  gentlemen  of  the  Committee 
for  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh 
fiftieries,  having  been  formally  complimented 
\yy  the:  Highland  Society,  and  unanimoufly 
ele^ed  honorary  members  of  that  refpe^able 
aflbciation,  aft^lexti-aprdinary  meeting  wa^ 
foon  after  called,  at  the  Shakefpeare,  an4 
after  that  a  fecond. meeting,  where  many 
publick-fpirited  noblemen  and  gentlemen  at-r 
tended.  The  two  objeds  which  engaged  thq 
?ittention  of  thefe  meetings,  were  the  Crinan 
C^al  (which  I  had  originally  propofed,  and 
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mvariably  recommended  in  prefocence  to  one 
at  the  Tarbat);  arid,  fecondly,  the  ere&ing 
of  free  villages,  or  fifhing  ftations.  It  was- 
propofed  to  proceed  immediately  upon  the 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  works.  Some  gen- 
tlemen were  for  beginning  with  the  canal,  but 
the  majority  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  villages 
for  the  prefentj  and  on  the  aift  of  March, 
1786,  I  was  defired,  ,by  the  unanimous  voice. 
of  the  company,  to  draw  up  a  paper  or  pa- 
pers on  that  fubjedt,  as  a  data  or  ground 
work  for  the  perufal  of  the  prefent  arid  ab- 
fent  members  of  the  Highland  Society.  I 
readily  agreed  to  this  requeft,  and  an  open 
committee  was  nominated  to  meet  on  the 
Tuefday  following,  to  hear  the  papers  read, 
and  to  deliberate  thereon. 

I  went  to  Richmond,  and  drew  up  feveral 
iheets,  which  were  read  by  the  fecretary  to 
a  numerous  and  refpedlable  company,  the  ' 
Earl  of  Breadalbane  in  the  chair.  The  thanks 
of  the  company  wxre  unanimoufly  given, 
and  entered  in  the  minute  book-  A  copy 
of  the  whole,  or  a  part  thereof  was  voted  to 
be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  by  the  Earl  of 
Breadalbane,  and  another  copy  was  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons  then  fitting  on  the  fx^ndU  t 
was  alfo  defired  to  print  thcfc  papers  for  the 
perufal  of  the  members  of  the  Highland  So^ 
ciety  and  other  gentlemen  who  had  begun 
to  form  themfelves  into  a  new  fociety  or  inftitu- 
tion  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  improving  the 
Highlands.  The  pamphlet  appeared  under 
the  title  of  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Expediency  of 
^abUJhingFiJhing  Stations^  or/mail  Towns y  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  the  Hcbridt 
IJles.  ,  ' 

In  the  mean  time,  the  new  aflbciation  was 
beginning  to  affume  the  form  of  a  regular 
eftablifhment,  under  the  name  of  T^he  Britijh 
Society  for  extending  the  Fijheries^    and  im-^ 
proving   the  Sea  Coajls  of  the  Kingdom.      A 
bill  of  incorporation  was  preparing,  **  to  en- 
**  able  them,  when  incorporated,  to  fubfcribe 
"  a  joint  flock,  and  therewith  to  purchafc 
••  lands,  and  build  thereon  free  towns,  vil-« 
•*  lages,  and  fifliing  Nations,  in  the  High- 
^'  lands    and  Iflands  in  that  part  of  Great 
•*  Britain,    called  Scotland;    and    for  other 
"  purpofes/*      Books  of  fubfcription  were 
opened,  and  on  the  a3d  of  May,  fubfcriptions 
were  firft  received  at  the  Shakefpeare,  to  the 
amount  of  7000.I.  or  thereabouts:. 
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Seeing  that  the  bufinefs  was  likety  to  be- 
come ferious,  I  fignified  my  intention  to  un- 
dertake a  more  extenfive  journey  in  the  High- 
lands and  Ifles,  than  had  ever  been  performed 
by  any  individual,  in  order  to  get  a  more 
perfeift  knowledge  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
the  condition  of  the  people,  the  moft  eligi- 
ble fituations  for  villages,  with  fuch  farther 
particulars  as  might  be  found  ufeful  to  the 
members  of  the  new  fociety ,  and  particlarly 
to  the  diredors. 

I  alfo  fignified  my  intentions  to  fdicit  fub- 
fcriptions  to  their  ftock  wherever  I  went,  and 
to  ex|Jain  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  in  the 
more  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
refolutions  being  publickly  declared  at  feveral 
meetings,  I  was  honoured  with  the  following 
paper,  viz. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the.  General  Com- 
•*  mittee  of  the  Highland  Society,  held  at 
"  the  Shakefpeare,  on  Wednefday  the  14th  of 
"  June,  1786,*  at  twelv?  o'clock,  noon,  the 
•*  Right  Honourable  the  Elarl  of  Breadalbane 
•'"in  the  chair: 

*«  Mov^d,  that  a  requeft  may  be  nude 
^[  to   Mr.    Knox,     that    in    his  '  intended' 
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**  tour  to  the  Highlands,  he  will  take 
«*  the  trouble  of  colleding  the  names  of 
••  fuch  perfons  as  are  willing  to  become  fub- 
**  fcribers  to  the  fund  of  the  propofed  fo- 
"  ciety  for  extending  the  fifheries  and  im- 
'•  proving  the  fea-coafts  of  the  kingdom;  and 
«!:  tranfmitting  thofe  names  to  the  fecretaiy  of 
"  the  Highlan4  Society  in  London.  That 
**  this  requeft  may  be  made  to  Mr.  Knox 
•*  in  writing,  and  that  the  letter  containing 
**  the  requifition,  may  exprefs  the  fenfe  which 
*•  the  Highland  Society  entertains,  &c* 

"  Agreed  to  acpordingly. 

*•  Extraded  from  the  minutes  by  Geo.  Frafer, 
•  •*  Clerk  to  the  Society." 

John  Mackenzie,  Secretary. 

Thus  furnifhed  with  an  official  commiflion, 
I  fct  out  from  London,  June  29,  upon  the 
hazardous  and  fatiguing  enterprize.  It  was 
to  travel,  moftly  on  foot,  from  Oban  in  Ar-. 
gylefliire,  to  Cape  Wrath,  which  is  the  moft 
diftant  extremity  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
moft  rugged  coaft;  from  thence  along  the. 
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fliort  of  the  Pentland  Firth  to  the  North-i 
Eaft  extrepnity  at  DungfbayHead;  from  thence 
along^the^Eaft  coaft  of^Caithnefs,  Sutherland, 
and  Rofsfhire,  to  Ihvemefs;  from  thence 
along  the  coaft  of  the  Murray  Firth  to  Kin-» 
naird's  Head,  and  from  thence  back  to  Edin- 
burgh by  Peterhead  and  Aberdeen. 

In  this  tour  I  propofed  alfo  to  explore  a 
greater  number  of  the  Hebride  iflands  than 
had  been  vifited  by  any  late  traveller;  and 
all  this^  which  exceeded  3000  miles,  was  per- 
formed in  the  courfc  of  fix  months  from  the 
time  that  I  left  London  • 

Forefeeing  that  thefe  joumies  and  cruifes 
would  be  attended  with  many  dangers  by  fea, 
I  thought  it  advifable  to  tranfmit  occafionally, 
to  one  of  the  diredors  of  the  Britifh  fociety, 
the  outlines  of  my  obfervations  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  the  fifheries,  the  natural 
produce  of  the  country,  the  moft  eligible  fitua- 
tions  for  villages,  and  other  particulars* 

On  my  return  homewards,  I  tranfmitted  a 

iimilar  copy  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Highland 

Society  at  Edinburgh,    who  laid   the  faipe 

before  a  committee   of   gentlemen,    natives 

of  the  Highlands, '  or  who  had    travelled 

over  a  great  part  of  it, 
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Upon  my  arrival  at  Edinburgh,  I  had  th« 
pleafure  to  be  infpnned  by  the  fecretary, 
that  the  committee  had  expreffed  their  h^fty 
approbation  of  thefe  endeavours,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  impartiality  they  had  difcoyered 
throughout  the  whole  detail.  That  in  coRfe- 
quence,  they  fliould  propofe  at  the  next  ge- 
neral meeting,  that  a  gold  medal  of  ten  guir 
neas  value  fliould  be  voted,  which  was  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  to  at  a  very  numerous  and 
reipedable  meeting ;  and  this  vote,  with  their 
thanks,  was  ordered  to  be  publiflied. 

On  my  return  to  London,  I  was  as  ftrongly 
inclined  to  publifli  my  Journal  as  I  had  before 
been  to  make  the  tour;  but  I  was  difcourtigcd, 
in  fome  meafure,  by  the  heavy  expence  of 
thefc,  and  former  publications,  and  the  length 
of  time  occupied  in  preparing  them  for  the 
ptefs. 

As  the  members  of  the  fociety,  and  par- 
ticularly the  direftors,  were  fdicitous  to 
have  the  book  as  foon  as  poffible,  I  have 
completed  as  far  as  Cape  Wraths  which  in- 
cludes the  Weft  Highlands,  and  the  Hcbride 
Ifles. 

In  the  feledlion  of  objefts,  I  have  had  na^ 

tional  utility  princi{)ally  in  view,  from  a  hope, 

.that  in  a  very  Ihort  time>   the  fliores  and 
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iflands  which  I  had  vifited,  will  become  the 
fubjei^s  of  public  attention. 

I  haVe  claflcdsthe  whole  under  three  prift-' 
cipal  divifions :  . 

Firft,    DlSSERTATfoNS    on    ihe    ANCIENT 
and    MODERN    STATE  of  the    HIGiiLAN'DS. 

Secondly,   The  Journal. 

Thirdly,  A  large  Appendix,  containing 
Mifcdlaileous  Papers. 

By  means  of  this  methodical  arrahge- 
menrt,  I  have  been  enabled  to  bring  under 
one  view,  and  to  comprize  in  a  fmall  vo- 
luifle,  a  very  confiderahle  number  6f  inle- 
refting  fubjefts  refpeding  that  important, 
and,  till  lately,  unknown  part  of  Great - 
Britain. 

Being  much  ftraitened  in  time,  I  was  under 
the  ncceffity  of  fending  the  manufcript  to  the 
prefs  in  its  firft,  and  confequehtly  rough  ftate. 
Some  grammatical  inaccuracies  may  there- 
fore have  efcaped  my  notice,  biit  I  believe 
there  are  few  errors  of  any  cohfequcnce  be- 
fides  thofe  which  are  corre<5led  in  the  errata. 

To  give  a  faithful  detait  offaSis  was  the 
chief  objeifl:  of  my  attention.     This  I  cori- 
fidercd  as  ah  incumbent  duty  to  the  public  zX' 
large,  and  to  that  fociety  in  partiqular,  who 
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had  placed  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of 
confidence  in  what  I  formerly  related,  and 
whofe  expectations,  from  the  prefent  publica- 
tion, are  raifed  fo  high  as  to  demand  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  abilities,  which  are  very  in- 
adequate to  the'  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 

In  defcribing  the  moft  eligible  ftations  for 
villages,  I  wrote  under  no  influence,  felt  no 
prejudices,  for  or  againft  individual  proprietors 
pf  lands.  Nature^  and  the  accidental  or  con^ 
tingent  circumjiances  of  each  refpe£iipe  place^ 
were  the  guides  to  which  I  invariably  ad- 
hered, as  far  as  my  knowledge  extended. 

I  mean  to  obferve  the  fame  rigid  regard  to 
impartiality  in  relating  the  fubfequent  part  of 
the  Journey  along  the  northern  and  north  eaft 
coafts  of  Scotland,  which,  being  an  almoft 
undefcribed  country,  requires  the  greateft 
accuracy  in  the  narrative.  This,  I  propofc 
to  publifh  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fpring, 
with  fuch  farther  information  as  I  fhall  be 
able  to  coUeifl  before  that  time.^ 

The  ad:  of  corporation  pafled  in  July 
1786;  and,  on  the  loth  day  of  Auguft,  a  go- 
vernor, deputy-governor,  thirteen  directors, 
five  auditors,  and  a  fecretary  were  chofen. 

The 
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The  diredors  firft  met  in  January  1787, 
when  they  addrcffcd  a  letter  to  all  proprietors  , 
of  lands  on  the  coafts  of  the  Highlands  and 
the  Hebride  Iflands,.  defiring  to  be  fumiflied 
with  the  fpecific  terms  on  which  they  fhould 
be  willing  to  transfer  fuch  portions  of  ground 
as  the  fociety  might  find  eligible  for  the  pur-» 
pofe  of  building ;  with  other  queftions  rela- 
tive to  the  lubjedt  of  improving  the  country, 
andthefifheries. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  letters,  the  direc- 
tors have  received  various  propofals  from 
landed  proprietors,  and  they  mean  to  begin 
their  operations  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 
They  meet  weekly,  fometimes  oftener,  when 
all  letters  and  papers  addreffed  to  the  board 
upon  thefe  fubjedsv  or  to  any  member  thereof, 
are  read  by  the  fecretary. 

Having  thus  given  the  firft  hiftorical  out- 
lines of  this  new  and  very  fingular  eftablifli- 
ment,  the  following  fpecific  addrefs  to  the 
PROPRIETORS  of  lands  on  the  coajls  of  the 
Highlands — to  the  briti3H    society — and 

to     the   LEGISLATVRF,     Of    the    PUBLIC     at 

large ^  may  be  found  ufeful  in  the  operation 
apd  progrefs  of  that  national,  bufinefs. 

f  3  AP' 
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4DDBXSS.  T;0  THa  BROPHIETOHS  OF  LANDS. 
ON  THE  COASTS  OF  THE  AjGHLANDS. 

IT  fcarcely  ac?4s  to  be  obferved,  that  where- 
ever  a  free  market  town  is  cftabliflied,  the 
value  of  lands  will  rife  proportionally  to  the 
inqreafe  of  fuch  town;  confequently,  it  wilF 
be  the  intereft  of  every  proprietor  to  meet  the 
Britifh  fociety  half  way,  either  by  a  free  gift 
ofacertaip  portion  of  ground,  by  a  fmall  quit- 
rent,  prpportioned  to  the  value  of  the  land ;  or 
at  a  moderate  price,,  if  the  fociety  Ihould  be 
inclined  to  make  a  pwrchafe. 

In  this  bufinefs  it  will  be  fair  to  draw 
the  line  between  the  proprietor  of  a  large 
diftridt,  and  he  who  pofleffes  only  a,  fmall 
trad  in  the  vicinity  of  any  propofed  town. 
The  benefits  to  the  former  wiJl  be  great,  to 
the  latter  th^y  will  be  proportionally  lefs.  It 
is  therefore  expedled  by  the  public,  that  every 
proprietor  who  is  capable  of  looking  forward, 
\rill  take  his  ftand  in  this  great  work  of  na- 
tional improveipent,  and  ad  a  part  fuitably 
to  the  circuiTifta,n9es  of .  his  fituation.  By 
thus  bleiidiag  private  benefit;,  with. the  genejrial* 
good,  the  names  of  fuch  proprietors  who 
fiiall,  with  a  liberal  hand,  come  forward,  and 

at 
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jK  an  eariy  {Period;  wiH  be  engraved  u^n 
every  Highfond  rotk,  and  Be  recorded  wkh 
appkafos  to  the  end  of  time: 

But  fomething  fartfi^er  mtiains  oti  i!he 
jftut  of  tbft  genflemcn  of  the  Highlands*  to- 
wards thA  futcefs  of  the  various  Branched  which 
conftitute  this  great  defign.  The  fervitude  ire^ 
^iredby  proprietors,  tackfmen,  andfomefac-' 
tors,  amounts,  according  to  ancient  ufagc,  to^ 
forty-two  days,  every  yfeai*,  artd  thcfe  the  moft 
£nrourable  for  ploughing,  fov/itrg^  digging 
peafs,  leading  th^nv home,  catting  down  arid 
leading  honie  thtu  grain. 

While  the  poor  mm  and  thdr  families  a« 
ikiS'  employedupon'  the  buiinifs*  of  tHeir  fupe- 
nors,  and  for  whith  thdy  receive  nwther^money 
nor  pfo^fiorts,  tfacSr  oWh  aiBSiirs  lie'  neg}e<aed> 
and  their  litde  crops  rot  upon  the  ground; 
jet  the  rent  mufrbe  paid,  of  they  mufl?  turrt 
out;  to  malce  roorti  for  others'. 

This  cuflbm  had  its  rifcr  in  the  feudal  ages'; 
when  evciy chfcftam  was  fole  maifter  of  the 
people  who  lived  upon  his  landb,  and  couldr 
oomiiiand  ^sir  l^bikirirf  th6  fame  mariner  z§ 
Weft  India  PlanteFSCOM&xiandther  labour  of 
th^'iUveS; 

f4  Wherever 
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Wherever  this  cuftom  prevails,  it  will  be 
in  vain  to  exped  any  material  change  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  or  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants.  Servitude  is  wearing  out, however, 
in  the  Weft  Highlands ;  but  it  remains  in 
force  through Caithnefs,  and  fome  other  parts 
of  the  North. 

Another  caufe  of  the  low  ftate  of  agriculture 
in  the  Highlands,  the  nakedncfs  of  the  coun- 
try, the  meannefs  of  the  dwellings,  and  the  ex- 
treme poverty  of  the  people,  is  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  tenure  on  which  they  generally  hold 
their  farms.  Some  eftates  are  let  from  year  to 
year  only  i  others  for  three,  five,  or  nine  years. 

The  bad  policy  of  this  meafure  is  fo 
obvious,  that  it  would  be  wafting  time  fo 
dwell  upon  fuch  a  painful  fubje<5t.  But  this 
is  not  all ;  the  people  who  have  the  misfor-- 
tune  to  live  upon  fome  eftates,  are  obliged  to 
advance,  upon  every  renewal  of  a  leafe,  a  fum 
of  money  called  a  grajfomy  proportioned  to  the 
duration  of  fuch  leafe ;  and  he  who  has  no 
money  for  this  purpofe,  muft  either  fell  part 
of  his  little  ftock  to  raife  it,  or  quit  the  farm 
g^nd  go  about  his  bufinefs.  This .  cuftom.  is 
not,  however,  very  general  in  the  Highlands, 
neither  is  it  peeali^r  tp  tlx^t  country  only. 

3ut 
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.  But  none  of  the  circumftances  abovemen*    ' 
tjoncd  have  proved  fo  unfavourable  to  popu-- 
lation,  as  the  newly  dcvifed  cuilom  of  ejcft-    \ 
ing  fifty  or  a  hundred  families  at  a  time>  to     I 
mike  room  for  a  ftock  of  Iheep,  which  can 
be  managed  by  one  family,  and  in  fome  places, 
by  a  fervant  or  herd  ocily.     This  pradtice, 
with   the  religious   commotions  of  the  Jaft 
century,    nearly  depopidated   the    South    of 
Scotland,  from  whence  it  is  faid,  7,000  fa- 
milies tranfported  themfelves  to  the  North  of 
Ireland,  America,  and  other  parts. 

The  fame  caufes  have  lately  produced  the 
fame  efFed:s,  in  the  Highlands,  of  which  there 
is  an  example  as  late  as  the  month  of  June, 
1786,  when  550  perfons  embarked  in  one 
fhip  Sot  America,  of  whom  500  were  from 
one  eftate  only.  A  gentleman  who  happened 
to  be  prefent  at  the  embarkation,  declared; 
that  the  parting  fccne  between  the  emigrants 
and  their  friends  who  remained  behind,  was 
too  moving  for  human  nature  to  behold. 

I  have  fince  that  time  been  informed,  that 
thefe  people,  when  on  their  paflage,  drew  up 
a  narrative  ftating  the  caufes  of  their  emigra- 
tion, in  anfwer  to  fome  reports  that  had  been 
propagated  againft  them.     That  they  put  this 
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pafKT  into  the  hands  of  the  ciptaiff,  or  ibmc 
other  pcrfoti  who  was  to  return  t6  Britain, 
prajringthat  their  cafe  might  be  inflated  in 
the  newfp^rs.  As  nothing  has  yet  appeared 
in  any  p^r>  it  would  fccm  that  the  perfon 
had  not  been  worthy  of  the  confidence  which 
550  hdplcls  people  of  both  {cxts^  and  of  all- 
ages,  had  repofed  in  him. 

It  is  difiicult  to  afcertain  with  exad:nefs» 
what  number  of  people  have  emigrated,  from 
this  and  other  caufes,  fince  the  year  1 763 .  Some 
raife  their  eflimates  as  high  as  50,000;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  above  30,000  have  in  that 
•time  gone  to  America,  befides  a  continual 
diaia  to  other  parts. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  proprietors  to  mi* 
tigate,  but  not  whoIl)rto  remove  the  diftrefling 
circumftances  of  the  people  under  them.  They 
may  abolifh  fervitude,  and  the  cuftom  of  re-* 
ceiving  entry  money.  They  may  extend  the 
period  of  leafes,  and  beftow  particular  marks 
ef  favour  to  the  induftrious ;  but  they  muft  be 
more  than  human  to  refifh  invariably,  the 
tempting  offers  that  are  conftantly  made  by 
Ihecp  farmers. 

The  dimate  of  the  Highlands  is  peculiarly 
unfavourable  to  agriculture.    The  weft  coail, 

and 
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and  tbe  Hcfaskle  Iflands,  are  gendrall)^  de^ 
lugcd  with  rains  in  thfi  harveft'  feafbn.  The 
glons  and  ftraths  of  the  interior  part^  enjoy 
little  fun,  and  before  vegetation  is  brought  to 
maturity,  the  weather  breaks,  the  mountains 
pour  down  torrents  of  water  upon  the  lower 
grounds,  and  heavy  rains  are  fucceeded  hy 
fleet  and  fnow»  which  keep  pofTeffioa  of  the 
heights  tUi  the  April  ftm  connes  round,  when 
the  wrotched  farmer,  renews  his  fhiitlefs 
toils  of  the  field. 

Under  fuck  a  cliniate>  the  bcft  years  arc? 
bad.  Every  third  year  upon  an  average,  is  ar 
yearof  &«inej  md  it  fometimcs  happens,,  as 
in  1784,  that  the  potatoes  a»'  froft-bitten? 
as  early  a?  Odobcr,  before  the  goowtfa:  has 
ceafed.  In  all  thcfe  years  of  famine*  as  they, 
are  called,  the  people,  inflcad^  of  being  able 
to  pay  any  rent,  muft  be  fupplied  by  the  laird>. 
his  faftor,  or  fome  trader,  with  the  zQxak 
meanfr  of  exiflence,  till  the  grounds  yidd[i 
better  crops; 

When  one  bad  crop  is  fucceeded  by  ano«. 
thcrbad  crop,  as  in  the  years  178a  and  j^ 
the  proprietor  nmft  either  purchafe  grain 
from  dlftapt  parts  to  fupport  his  tenants^  tumi 
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them  out  of  doors,  or  fee  them  perifli  by 
flow  degrees,  through  want. 

From  thefe  defeds  of  climate,  the  people 
arc  ever  in  debt  to  the  proprietors,  or  to  the  tra- 
ders where  they  refide,  and  fome times  to  both. 
Even  in  the  comparatively  fertile  county  of 
Caitbnefs,  the  tenantry  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  pay  for  the  grain  or  meal  fumifhed  them 
in  thofe  years,  by  the  gentlemen  whofe  lands 
they  occupy.  I  have  been  informed  fi;om  the 
beft  authority,  that  the  arrears  upon  one 
eftate  in  that  county,  exceed  four  thoufand 
pounds. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  need  be  no 
matter  of  furprife,  if  gentlemen  fliould  em- 
brace the  tempting  offers  from  fheep  farmers. 
One  man  will  occupy  the  land  that  ftarved 
fifty  or  more  families ;  he  gives  a  double  or  tre- 
ble rent,  and  is  punctual  to  the  day  of  payment; 
confequently  numbers  of  ejedled  poor  people, 
are  continually  on  the  wing  for  America, 

To  the  plan  of  the  Britifh  fociety,  and  to 
that  only,  we  are  to  look  for  an  effeftuaj 
remedy  againil  this  evil. 

It  propofes  to  lay  the  foundation  of  fmall 
market  towns,  where  the  people  may 
fiipply  themfclves   with    grain,    meal,  fait, 

fiihing 
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fiftiing  materials,  and  other  neceflaries: 
where  they  may  fell  the  produce  of  the  earth 
and  the  fea,  for  ready  moneys  and  at  a  fair 
price;  and  finally,  where  all  fuperfluous  hands 
may  find  employment  in  fifhing,  fpinning, 
and  fmall  branches  of  manufafture. 

Confequently  the  tenantry^  inftead  of  being 
a  burden  to  the  proprietors,  will  be  able  to 
give  better  rents,  and  to  pay  in  a  reafonable 
time,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  par- 
tics  ;  and  the  extraordinary  inducement  to  de- 
population, by  means  of  Iheep  farms,  will 
ceafe. 

This  leads  to  the  propofition  with  which  I 
fet  out.  That  it  will  be  good  policy  in  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Highlands,  to  treat  with  the 
Britifli  fociety  on  the  tnojl  liberal  termsy  other- 
wife  their  eftates  muft  remain  \x\Jlatu  quo, 
or  be  gradually  dcfolated. 
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ADDRESS    TO   THE   BRITISH    SOCIETY  FO|l 
EXTENDING    THE    FISHERIES. 

THE  next  great  objcft  relates  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Britifh  fociefy,  eipecially 
at  the  firft  fetting  out,  which  may  be  con- 
£dered  as  the  main  fprmg  that  will  give  the 
turn  or  caft  to  all  their  fubfequent  proceedings, 
and  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  bufinefs. 

Many  ichemes  have  appeared  in  pffint, 
oAers  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  diredors, 
and  more  may  be  exped:ed.  The  greatdt 
part  of  thofe  that  have  already  appeared  are*, 
however,  fo  inconfiftent  with  each  other,  in 
the  plans  which  diey  refpeftively  ftate^as  the 
beft,  and  the  moft  eficd:ual  meafuivs  to  be 
purfued,  that  inftead  of  aiding,  they  muft  tend 
to  lead  the  fociety  into  a  labyrinth  of  doubts 
and  uncertainty. 

To  anfwer  all  thefe  papers  fpeCifically^ 
would  occupy  a  whole  volume,  and  prove 
tirefome  in  the  perufal;  I  fhall,  therefore^ 
only  take  up  feme  of  the  moft  general  arid 
important  heads,  as, 

I .-  The  meafures  to  be  purfued  in  eredting 
viHages.  ^ 

a.    The  beft  means  of  encouraging  mecha-  , 

nics  and  fiftiermen  to  purch'afe  the  houfes 

that 
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that  may  be  built  by  the  fociety  at  the  firft 
fetting  eut,  as  well  as  to  build  houfes  at  thtiat 
own  ri(k  and  expence. 

3.  The  moft  efFcftual  means  of  encourag- 
ing the  fifherics  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^owns,  and  the  adjacent  fhorcs. 

For  the  afliftance  of  the  uninfomied  reader, 
i  Ihall  previoufly  tranfcribe  the  geographical 
part  of  the  difcourfe,  whidi  I  had  thebcMiour 
to  draw  up  as  a  data  to  the  noblemen  and  gen-  ^ 
tiemen  when  they  firft  met  upon  the  fubje<3: 
of  improving  the  Highlands, 


'Defcription    of  the  Maritime  Parts  of  tbt 
Highlands^  and  of  the  Hebride  IJles. 

The  Highlands  confift  of  two  prindpal 
diviiions:  •         .    . 

Firft,  the  nothern  part  of  Scotland ;  and. 

Secondly,  the  Hebride  Iflands. 

The  coaft  of  th6  main-land  ftretches  on 
the  Weft  fide,  from  a  promontory  called  the 
Mull  of  Cantire,  facing  Ireland  on  the  South, 
to  Cape  Wrath,  feeing  the  great  Northern 
Ocean. 

The  Mull  of  Cantire  lies  in' North  lat,  i^, 
333  *nd  Cape  Wrath  in  58,  43 ;  the  whole 
f9nnipga  coaft  of  two  hundred  and   thirty. 

Englifh 
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Edglifli  miles,  in  a  ftraight  lind:  blit  were  thu 
windings  of  the  head-lands  included,  the  coaft 
would  greatly  exceed  three  hundred  miles. 
This  is  called  the  WeftCoaft  of  the  Highlands, 
and  is  waftied  by  the  Atlantic,  between  which 
coaft  and  North  America  there  is  no  land, 
excepting  the  Hebride  Iflands. 

After  pairing  round  Cape  Wrath,  we  enter 
upon  the  northern  extremity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  lies  nearly  in  a  ftraight  line  from 
Cape  Wrath  on  the  Weft,  to  Dungft>ay-Head 
on  the  Eaft,  and  forms  a  coaft  of  feventy 
miles,  ufually  called  the  Pentland  Firth. 
There  is  no  land  between  this  coaft  and 
Greenland,    excepting  the   Orkney   Iflands, 

At  the  diftance  of    ^.., 6  miles 

The  Shetland  Iflands,    loo  ditto 

The  Ferro  Iflands,    150  ditto 

Anjl  Iceland,       400  ditto 

The  two  $rft  mentioned  belong  to  Great  Bri- 
tain; the  two  laft  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark. 
Leaving  Dungft)ay-Head,  we  enter  upon 
the  Eaft  Coaft  of  the  Highlands,  which 
ftretchcs  ninety  miles  due  South  to  Invemefs, 
at  the  head  of  the  Murray  Firth.  But  as 
the  moft  fouthem  part  of  this  diftridt  is  ac- 
commodated with  towns  and  materials  for 

fiftieries^ 
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filheries,  we  fliail  limit  the  eftimate  to  that 
-part  of  the  coaft  which  lies  between  Dungf- 
bay- Head  and  the  fmall  ruinous  town  of 
Dornoch,  containing  a  line  of  feventy  miles. 
This  coaft  is  walhed  by  the  Gemian  Sea, 
and  faces  the  South  part  of  Norway,  from 
which  it  is  diftant  three  hundred  miles. 

The  total  number  of  miles  between  th« 
Mull  of  Cantire  and  the  Firth  of  Dornoch, 
cxdufively  of  head-lands,    bays,   and  lakes, 
is  as  follows:  viz« 
The  Weft  coaft  between  the  Mull  of  Caiitire, 

and  Cape  Wrath,  230 

The  North  coaft,  between  Cape  Wrath 

and  Dungfbay-Head,  70 

The  Eaft  coaft,  between  Dungft>ay-Head 

and  the  Firth  of  Domodi,  70 


310 
Pot  the  fake  of  even  numbers  we  fliall 
add,  on  accourft  of  head-lands,  only     3a 


Almoft  townlefs    coaft,    on  the  main- 
land,     AGO 

W^  now  come  to  the  fecond  divifion  of  the 

Highlands,    which  is  compofed  eatirely  of 

iflands,   called  the  Hebrides,  amounting  to 

g  ^bout 
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about  three  hundred ;  of  which  forty*  art 
inhabited.  It  would  be  difficult  to  afcer- 
tain  the  circumference  of  this  numerous 
clufter^of  iflands,  or  even  of  all  thofe  that 
are  inhabited.  We,  fhall,  therefore,  only- 
Hate  the  dimenfions  of  the  moft  confidera- 
ble,  from  which  may  be  formed  an  im- 
perfedl  conje6lure  of  the  aggregate  line  of 
the  whole. 

I .  The  Long  IJland  forms  a  chain  of  nearly 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  length,  and, 
in  general,  from  fix  to  ten  miles  in  width : 
in  one  place  it  is  thirty- two  miles  acrofs. 

This  chain  is  principally  compofed  of  five 
iflands,  lying  South  and  North,  and  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  at  high- water  by  four 
narrow  channels,  through  fome  of  which  fifli- 
ing-veffels  may  pafs  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  be- 
ween  the  inner  channel  and  the  main  ocean. 

%.  Sky  is  fifty-four  miles  in  length,  and 
fifteen  in  width,  at  a  medium. 

3.  Mull  is  twenty  miles  in  length,  and 
fifteen  in  width  at  a  medium. 

4.   Hay. 

•  I  have  fincc  difcovcred  nearly  one  hundred  inhabited 
iflands,  the  names  of  which  are  infoted  in  page  24  and  85  of 
Ihe  Journal* 
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4.   Hay  is  about  half  the  dimenfions  of 
Mull. 

5.  yura  is  nearly  the  fize  of  the  former. 
6.    T[irey  and  Colh    feparated  .from  each 
other  by  a  narrow  channel,  are  ajbove  twenty 
miles  in  length,    and  three,  at  a  medium, 
in  width. 

The  main  cicumference  of  thefe  iflands  may 
be  ftated  at  fix  hundred  miles,  of  probably 
the  heft  fifhing  fliores  in  Europe,  of  the 
fame  extent. 

The  attention  of  the  public  may  there- 
fore be  directed  to 

Miles.  People. 

The  coaft  of  the  main- land, ^ 

fVom  the  Mull  of  Cantire  to  >  400     Inhabited  by  150,000 

the  Firth  of  Dornoch  j 

And  to  the  Hebride  Ifles  600  .«.. 50,000 

1000  200,000 


Number  of  Towns  which  it  would  be  expedient 

'   to  ereSJt  on  the  above-mentioned Jhores:  plan. 

ofthofe  townsy  and  the  expence  of  the  houfes. 

In  ETWEEN  the  Mull  of  Cantire  and  the 
-*^  Firth  of  Dornoch,  there  are,  upon  the 
coaft  of  the  main-land  and  the  iflands,  abova 
two  hundred  lakesybays,  and  openings,  many 
g  *  of 
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of*  which  are  fifhing  grounds,  and  where  {hips 
may  fafely  ride. 

To  put  thefe  extenfive  and  valuable  fliores, 
in  a  fituation  for  profecuting  the  fifherics  ef- 
fectually, and  at  all  feafons  of  the  year.  Forty 
fifhing  ftations,  or  fmall  towns,  will  be  necef- 
fary,  in  thejirjl  injlance ;  being  only  one  fta- 
tion  for  every  twenty-five  miles,*  on  a  coail  of 
one  thoufand  miles,  and  for  every  five  thou- 
fand  people,  who  refide  on  that  coaft,  befides 
thofe  who  inhabit  the  interior  country,  the 
younger  part  of  whom  would  foon  become 
regular  fifhers. 

For  facilitating  the  growth  of  towns,  ac- 
commodating the  great  body  of  the  people 
with  materials  for  the  fifheries,  and  inftriiia- 
ing  others  in  the  mechanical  arts,  a  houfe 
will  be  required  for  each  of  the  following 
profeffions,  viz. — A  ftiip  carpenter,  or  boat- 
builder,  cooper,  net -maker,  tanner,  blackr 
fmith,  mafon,  houfe-carpenter,  weaver,  taylor, 
Ihoemaker,  butcher,  and  tallow-diandler. 

Alib 


*  By  this  is  to  be  underftood,  that  a  town  fhould  be  placed 
wherever  nature  and  other  favourable  circumftanccs  point  out 
an  eligible  Ration,  without  obfenring  a.ftfift.regaxvL  to  di£*' 
lances  between  one  town  and  anotherr 
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Alfo  for  a  general  dealer  in  nieal,  grain, 
fifhing  materials  and  ftores,  fait,  timber, 
fhives,  hoops,  pitch,  tar,  oil,  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  articles,  which  the  filhers 
and  the  country  people  have  at  prefent  no 
means  of  procuring,  upon  eafy  terms,  or 
when  immediately  wanted. 

A  public  hpufc  or  fmall  inn,  accommo- 
dated with  beds  for  the  conveniency  of  flxan-- 
gers  who  may  come  thither  to  buy  and  fell, 
will  be  particularly  neceflary;  and  we  hope, 
likewife,  that  a  houfe  will  be  deemed  requifit? 
for  a  fchool-mafter,  and  for  an  apothecary  or 
furgeon. 

The  whole  number  will  comprife  fixtcen 
houfes,  which,  excepting  thofe  for  the  trader . 
and  inn-keeper,  may  be  built  upon  one  fcale 
or  plan  of  architedture,  with  ftone,  lime, 
and  flate;  each  houfe  having  two  apartments 
on  the  ground,  with  ftone-flooring;  and  two 
apartments  above.  The  houfes  for  the  tra-p 
der  and  inn-keeper  fhould  be  more  capaci-. 
ous,  and  accommodated  with  back-rooms  for 
holding  bulky  articles.  But,  upon  the  whole, 
thefe  fixteen  buildings  may  be  raifed,  in  a 
country  where  materials  (timber  excepted)  are 
plentiful,  and  where  wages  are  comparatively 
W,  at  8ol,  each  or  i,5i8ol,  for  th?  whole. 

g  3  As 
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As  all,  or  moft  of  the  lakes  and  bays  in  the 
highlands  are  more  or  lefs  the  receptacles^  of 
white-fifh,  fhell-fifli,  falmon,  mackarel,  and 
occafionally  vifited  by  the  migrating  fhoals  of 
herrings,  there  ought  to  be  a  number  of  ftationa- 
ly,  practical  fifliers  in  each  town,  at  its  firft 
cftablilhment,  for  whofe  accommodation 
twenty  fmall  houfes  may  be  built,  with 
two  apartments  on  the  ground,  at  about 
S5I.  each :  in  all  500I. 

GENERAL      ACCOUNT,      ^IZ. 

Sixteen  dweiling-houfes  to  each  town  j^.  80  1280 

.Twenty do do.         25  500 

A  public  well,  paving,  and  other  in- 
cidental expences  f 220 

Expenditure  on  each  town  of  36  Houfes         2000 
Number  of  towns • 40 

Total  expence  for  building  40  towns, 
containing  640  houfes,  at  Sol.  each; 
and  800  do.  at  25I.  in  all  1440  houfes     £.  80,000 

The  above  is  the  funi  which  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  raife  by  individual  fubfcription, 
not  upon  fpeculative  ideas  of  a  plan  of  great 
emolument  to  thofe  who  advance  the  money, 
but  merely  to  build  a  number  of  commodious 
dwellings  on  the  beft  fifliing  grounds,  for  a 
people,  who,  though  they  cannot  immediate- 
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ly  ere(£l  houfes  at  their  own  expence,  may^ 
with  a  moderate  degree  of  fuccefs  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  profeffions,  be  able  in  a  few  years,  to 
pay  a  fmall  yearly  rent,  by  which  the  fubfcri- 
bers  may  receive  from  three  to  four  per  cent, 
upon  an  average  of  years,  till  the  houfes  fhall 
be  fold,  and  the  principal  repaid.  ;. 

In  a  country  which  cannot  raife  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies  of  grain  for  its  inhabitants,  who  » 
frequently  experience  a  temporary  fcarcity, 
it  would  be  expedient  to  accommodate  each 
houfe,  having  four  apartments,  with  an  acre 
of  land  adjoining  to  the  fame;  and  the  finall 
houfes  with  half  an  acre  each,  whereon  to 
raife  vegetables  and  potatoes;  which,  with 
fifli  at  their  doors,  would  form  a  principal 
part  of  their  fubfiftence  through  the  whol^ 
year. 

In  treating  with  the  refpeftive  proprietors 
of  the  foil,  it  would  be  necefTary  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  growth  of  the  towns,  and  to 
procure,  at  once,  fufEcient  ground  not  only 
for  the  'fiteof  houfes,  but  alfo  for  a  fmall 
garden  to  each  houfe  which  (hall  be  ereded  by 
individuals  during  the  infancy  of  each  town- 
fliip. 

The  progrefs  of  thcfe  tpwns  will  depend 
greatly  on  the  liberality  of  the  prefent  ground 

g  4  pro- 
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proprietors  j  who,  if  they  co-operate  with  the 
good  difpofitions  of  the  Public,  ifthey  wifli 
to  improve  their  cftafes,  to  have  their  rents 
well  paid,  and  to  fee  their  country  flourifh, 
will  readily  treat  with  the  diredors  for  a  piece 
of  ground,  not  under  fifty  Scots  acres  for  each 
townfhip,  to  become  from  thence  forward  the 
unalienable  royalty  of  fuch  towns,  fuhjcO: 
only  to  the  prince  on  the  throne ;  the  laws  of 
their  country;  and  the  regulations  of  their 
own  magiftracy. 

The  growth  of  thefe  towns  will  alfo  depend 
much  on  the  aid  that  government  fhall  give 
towards  the  building  of  cuftom-houfes,  quays, 
and  other  Wbrks :  which  fall  properly  on  the 
public  at  large.  The  concurrence  of  govern- 
ment  in  this  refpedt  will  operate  as  the  main- 
fpring  of  the  whole  bufinefs.  It  will  difpofe 
the  proprietors  of  lands  to  treat  for  the  ali- 
enation of  the  fame  on  the  moft  liberal  terms; 
it  will  facilitate  the  fubfcription  for  erefting 
the  private  dwellings;  and  finally,  it  wilj 
draw  to  thefe  places  a  concourfe  of  people, 
traffic,  and  fhipping. 

From  thefe  outlines  of  the  plan,  it  appears, 
that  the  mutual  concurrence  and  hearty  fupport 
of  the  feveral  defcriptions  of  men  before  men- 

tione4 
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tioned  are  abfolutely  necef&ry  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  tpwns,   which  may,  one  day, 
prove  as  walls  of  brafs  for  the  defence  of  this 
highly-favoured  and  juftly  celebrated  ifland. 

Soon  after  the  above  appeared  in  print, 
I  fet  out  upon  my  northern  tour,  and  as  the 
plan  was  immediately  communicated  to  the 
public  thiough  the  channel  of  newfpapers, 
and  other  publications,  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  hearing  the  fentiments  of  all  degrees 
of  people  upon  that  fubjeft. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  generality  of 
men  gave  their  opinion  for  or  againft  the 
plan,  agreeably  to  the  benefit  or  difadvantage, 
which,  in  their  apprehenfion,  would  be  the 
confequence  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  country 
where  they  refpeftively  refided,  were  it  car- 
ried into  execution.  Accordingly,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Highlands  were  warmed  to  a 
degree  of  enthufiafm,  for  the  fpeedy  execu- 
tion of  the  defign ;  while  fome  perfons  in 
other  parts,  fpoke  of  it  with  coolnefs,  and 
feemed  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  the  quarter  pro- 
pofed,  Becaufe  the  country  was  naturally 
barren,  and  the  people  lived  in  the  greateft  po- 
verty. 
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vcrty,  they  were  to  be  abandoned  to  their 
fate. 

**  It  is  not,  faid  fome  refpciflable  perfons* 
•'  the  pradice  of  nations  to  build  towns  on 
"  the  frontiers."  The  reafon  is  plain,,  be- 
caiife  luch  towns  are  moil  expofed  to  the  ene- 
my *s  bombardments.  But  the  fhores  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  are  far  removed  from 
enemies.  The-fleets  and  armies  which  aflail 
thefe  coafts,  are  mighty  fhoals  of  herrings, 
mackarel,  cod,  ling,  haddocks,  and  other 
varieties  of  fifli,  who  come  annually  to 
feed  and  enrich  the  inhabitants ;  but  which, 
from  the  want  of  towns  to  receive  them,  are 
fnatched  away  by  ftrangers. 

By  far  the  greateft  number  of  people  ap- 
proved, however,  of  any  plan  that  would 
alleviate  the  diftrefles  of  the  Highlanders, 
extend  their  fifheries,  and  ftrengthen  the 
Britifh  navy.  With  thefe  views,  many  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  fund  then  raifing,  and  others 
only  required  fome  farther  time  to  confider 
of  the  part  they  (hould  take.  '*  It  is  not, 
**  faid  they,  the  defign  itfelf,  but  our  fears^ 
**  refpeiting  the  execution  of  that  defign, 
**  which  keep  us  in  fufpence.  We  have  feen, 
**  and  we  have^  heard  of  great  mifmanage- 

.    "  ment  . 
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•*  ment  in  the   expenditure   of  public  and 
^*  private   money,    and  we  wifli  to   fee  in 
"  what   manner   this    bufincls    is  likely  to 
**  be  conducflcd,  before  we  embark  in  it." 

This  reafoning  was  fair  and  equitable. 
The  miftruft  which  it  implied,  was  founded 
upon  by-paft  experience,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Britifli  fociety  will  wifely  avail  themfelves  of 
the  hints  that  have  been  given  them. 

Having,  fince  the  before  mentioned  plan 
was  drawn  up,  furrounded  the  whole  northern 
part  of  the  ifland;  having  examined  every 
diftridl,  bay,  and  lake,  with  as  much  minute- 
nefs  as  my  limited  time,  and  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  permitted,  I  am  enabled,  by 
means  of  thefe  new  lights,  to  judge  of  the 
plan  with  a  greater  degree  of  certainty.  I 
have  applied  it  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  all  the 
different  parts  of  thefe  extenfive  (hores,  and 
to  the  various  fituations  of  people,  by  whom 
they  are  inhabited;  but,  inftead  of  becoming  a 
convert  to  any  6f  the  fchemes  which  I  have 
feen,  or  heard  of,  I  am  more  confirmed  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  original  propofal  is  the  beft 
adaped  to  the  circumftances  of  the  High- 
lands, its  people,  and  fifheries.  I  am  fully 
convinced,    that  if  the  Britifh  fociety  fhall 

ad 
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la  judicioufly,  and  if  the  contraAors  for 
executing  the  bufinefs  fhall  adt  faithfully, 
the  plan  which  I  firft  recommended,  will, 
with  fomc  improvements,  fully  anfwer  the 
great  ends  propofed  by  it. 

Fifty  acres  is  there  mentioned  as  the  lowell 
quantity  of  ground  that  will  be  wanted;  but, 
where  there  is  a  fufficiency  of  arable  or  im- 
proveable  land,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
procure  fome  hundred  acres,  and  this  upon 
the  moft  eafy  terms. 

In  fome  of  the  towns,  a  range  of  houfes 

might  be  built  for  the  various  branches  of  the 

herring  bufinefs,   as   gutting,   packing,  and 

repacking;  and,  in  other  towns,    for  curing 

white  filh.      In  fome  flations,    houfes  will 

be  wanted  for  both  ^of  thefe  purpofes,   alfo 

for   lodging    boats,    fait,     and     coals. 

The    upper    apartments    would   hold   cafks, 

ftavcs,    hoops,     nets,    fails     cordage,    nails, 

and  other  articles.     Some  rooms   might  be 

fitted   up   with    beds    for  working   people. 

But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  thefe   buildings 

would  require  more  money  than  the  fociety 

can  well  fparc  at  the  firft  fetting  out.     If  this 

fhould  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  it  would  be  ne- 

ceffary  to  ^'^c'/i?/;^  the  buildings  defigned  for  th^ 

cooper,  Ihip-buildcr,  and  the  ftore-keeper. 

Some 
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Some  gentlemen  are  of  opinion,  that  in* 
ftcad  of  building  houfes  for  tfaders,  mecha- 
nics, and  fifhermen,  the  fociety  (houid  leave 
that  bufinefs  to  the  people  themfelves. 

Were  this  plan  adopted  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
no  perfon  would  attempt  to  build,  who  had 
any  property  to  lofe.  Some  defperate  people, 
who  have  no  certain  place  of  refidence,  or  who 
cxpedt  every  day  to  be  turned  out  of  their 
habitations,  would  be  glad  to  get  a  fpot 
which  they  could  call  their  own,  where  they 
could  be  fecured  in  the  pofTeffian  upon^  cer^ 
tain  cafy  conditions,  and  be,  out  of  the 
dutches  .of  ftewards  or  fa<Slors.  But  thcfc  are 
not  the  men  to  form  a  rcfpedrabk  thriving 
village,  to  extend  the  fifheries,  to  carry  the  fan\e 
to  the  various  markets  at  home  and  abroad, 
to  introduce  the  building  of  deckedVeffcls,  to 
purchaie  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  final- 
ly, to  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  ncceffaries 
for  the  fupport  of  life,  as  well  as  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture  and  fiftiing. 

Upon  this  plan^  the  beft  iituations  around 
Ac  fineft  harbours,  would  be  occupied  by  a 
group  of  mean  huts  or  cottages,  the  feeble 
efforts  of  indigence  and  ignorance,  from 
which  DO  valuable  purpofe  could  poffibly  arifc 
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in  any  cafe  whatever,  and  all  the  hopes  of 
the  fociety,  and  of  the  public,  would  end  in 
impotence  and  derifion,   . 

Very  different  are  the  meafures  for  raifing 
fifliing  fettlements  in  the  flourifhing  pro- 
vince  of  Nova  Scotia.  Here,  fince  the 
late  peace,  a  number  of  towns  have  been  raifed 
upon  a  regular  plan ;  the  ftreets  crofs  each 
other  at  right  angles ;  they  are  from  fifty  to 
fixty  feet  in  breadth ;  many  of  the  houfes  have 
fixty  feet  in  front  by  1 20  in  depth ;  and  the 
ftore-houfes,  docks,  wharfs,  &c.  are  all  com- 
pletely and  effeiftually  executed. 

The  reader  will  be  furprized  when  he 
finds,  from  very  credible  authority*  that  the 
following. places  have  been  raifed  to  confider- 
able  magnitude,  within  the  fpace  of  four 
years  only,  viz. 

St.  Andrewsy  confifting  of  600  houfes,  and 
3000  people. 

.Beaver  Harbour^  containing  800  people. 

St.  John*s  Riven  containing  about  200a 
houfes,  with  1 0,000  inhabitaixts;  and  is  already 
pofTefTed  of  fixty  fail   of  vefTels,   fome  of 

v\rhich 
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which.are  employed  in* carrying  on  trade  with 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  reft  in  the  whale 
and  cod  fiflieries.     Various  other  fet dements 
upon  the  fame  river,  contain  4000  people. 

Annapolis^  Royah  which  has  lately  increaf- 
ed  to  fix  times  its  former  dimenfions. 

The  Town  of  Shelburn^  built  upon  the 
harbour  of  Port  Rofeway,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants, which,  before  the  war,  did  not  exceed 
fifty  perfons,  have  increafed  to  thirty  thou- 
fand,  befides  fourteen  hundred  negroes.  The 
good  efFedls  of  their  being  poffefled  of  a 
large  capital,  fhews  itfelf  very  plainly  in  the 
great  number  of  fhipping  belonging  to  the 
merchants,  nearly  equalling  that  of  Halifax 
itfelf,  being  at  leaft  three  hundred  fail  of  all 
forts,  feveral  of  which  are  employed  in  the 
whale  fifhery,  a  ftill  greater  number  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  reft  in  the  cod  fifhe- 
ry upon  the  coaft  of  Province.  At  this 
place  four  hundred  vefTels  have  been  built 
lince  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  of  which 
feventy  were  on  the  ftocks  at  one  time. 

Uverpoolj  containing  twelve  hundred  in- 
habitants. 

Lunenburghy    whofe  inhabitants   have  in- 
creafed from  three  to  nine  thoufand. 

Ha- 
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Halifax,    whofe  inhabitants  have  becrt 
more  th^n  doubled  during  the  laft  ten  years. 

Before  the  late  war,  fcarcely  five  hun- 
dred men  were  employed  in  the  cod  fifhery 
from  Nova  Scotia ;  but  at  prefent,  the 
number  employed  in  the  various  ftages  of 
that  branch  is  Uttle  Ihort  of  ten  thoufand ; 
a  fure  proof  of  the  height  to  which  the* 
white  fifhery  may  be  carried  upon  the  nor- 
thern Ihores  of  Scotland,  and  the  increafe  of 
population  therefrom. 

Though  this  rapid  increafe  of  people,  towns, 
fliipping,  and  fiflieries,  is  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  number  of  refugees  who  have 
carried  their  capitals,  their  induftry,  and  their 
experience  to  Nova  Scotia,  it  muft  at  the 
fame  time  be  allowed,  that  their  fuccefs  de- 
pended much  upon  the  judicious  mcafures 
which  they  adopted  in  forming  the  new 
towns,  and  increafing  the  old  ones. 

It  is  admitted,  that  the  fcale  upon  which 
thefe  people  carried  on  their  works,  is  far 
too  extenfive  to  be  copied  upon  the  fliores 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  medium  line  may  be  adopted,  be- 
tween magnificent  erections,  and  pitiful  fmoaky 
hovels,  poiTefled  by  a  fet  of  beggars,  who 

inflead 
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iftftead  of  anfwering '  the  purpofes  of  the 
Britiih  Society,  would  become  a  dead  weight 
upon  them,  and  require  daily  fupport. 

Every  village  fliould  be  fo  conftituted,  as 
to  give  force  and  efficacy  to  all  the  branches 
of  provincial  improvement  propofed  by  the 
Society;  to  accomplifh  which,  it  muft  have 
the  means  within  itfelf.  It  fhould  be'  in- 
habited in  its  origin  by  fome  men  of  property, 
knowledge,  induftry,  and  perfeverance;  with 
a  proportionable  number  of  practical  fiftxers, 
whofe  wivf  s  and  children  would  alfo  find  em- 
ployment in  fpinning  hemp,  knitting  nets, 
gutting  and  cleaning  the  fifli,  extradling  oil,  ' 
and  the  bufinefs  of  their  families. 

In  this  gradation  of  ranks,  every  inhabitant 
of  the  village  would  take  his  ftation,  and  aft 
his  part  in  that  line  of  life  for  which  he  was 
beft  qualified ;  and  thus  the  beneficial  influ- 
ences of  a  well  regulated  village  would  be 
diflPufed  every  where  around,  to  the  diftance 
of  feveral  miles;  while  the  inhabitants,  by 
means  of  increafing  bufinefs  or  trafic,  would 
begin  to  ereft  houfes  for  the,  accommodation 
of  new  fettlers,  and  by  this  flow  but  fure, 
progrefs,  the  village  would  rife  to  a  town,' 
and  be  able  to  go  on  of  itfelf,  without  any 
further  aid  from  the  Society. 

h  To 
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^a  this  place  the  farmer  .would  leforfc 
with  his  cattle,  calves,  fheep,  goats,  fkins, 
poultry^  eggs,  butter,  cheefe,  milk,  honey, 
potatoes,  vegetables,  coarfe  linens  and  wol- 
lens,  linen  and  wollen  yam,  hemp,  flax,. 
turf,  &c.  and  would  carry  back  grain  or 
meal,  fait,  frefh  and  falted  filh,  medicines, 
foap,  candles,  leather,  facking,  implements 
of  hufbandry,  cutleiy,  and  fuch  other  articles 
as  occafional  wants  might  require. 

It  would  alfo  give  rife  to  many  fmstU  filh- 
ing  villages  in  its  vicinity,  to  whom  it  would 
be  the  metropolis,  aflifting,  and  being  affifted, 
to  their  mutual  advantage.  Thither  the 
robuft  fifhermen  ftationed  along  the  creeks  of 
the  coaft,  would  carry  their  herrings,  mack- 
erel, cod,  ling,  haddocks,  whitings,  flat-fifli, 
Ihell-fifh,  and  oil,  where  they  would  find 
a  ready  market  from  the  traders,  for  fuch 
fifh  as  were  in  proper  condition^  if  frefh,  or 
well  cured  and  falted.  From  whence  they 
would  take  back  materials  for  boat-building 
and  repairs ;  hemp  or  cordage,  nets,  fails,' 
anchors,  caflcs,  fait,  hooks,  lioes^  fpirits^ 
meal,  foap,  candles,  boots,  leather,  &c. 

The 
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The  traders  in  the  principal  towns  would 
build  coafting  veflels,  eftablifh  a  diftant  con^ef- 
pondence,  export  their  fifli,  oil,  fait  bee£  Ikins, 
butter,  honey,  potatoes,  kelp,  timber,  bark, 
charcoal,  lead,  flates,  and  feathers*  Of  the  filh^ 
oil,  potatoes,  timber,  bark,  and  charcoal,  the 
quantity  could  be  increafed  to  *any  extent. 

It  may  appear  an  extraordinary  aflertion  to 
affirm  that  the  productions  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  with  the  Iflands,  may  be  rendered 
equal  in  value  to  all  the  fifh,  the  oil,  the  furs, 
the  timber,  and  the  lumber  of  the  flourifhing 
and  extenfive  colony  of  Nova  Scotia;  but 
this  feeming  impoflibility  will  vanifh  in  pro- 
portion as  the  Highlands  Ihall  be  brought  fotr 
ward  into  view. 

The  cod  fifheries  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland, can  only  be  profecuted  in  the  fum- 
mer  feafon,  when  that  fifli  is  in  its  worft  con- 
dition. Thofe  in  the  Highland  feas  can  be 
profecuted  at  all  feafons,  were  the  natives 
provided  with  decked  veflels  inftead  of  fmall 
boats.  From  thefe  Ihores,  therefore*  the 
Britifli,  Iriih,  Spanifh,  and  Italian  Markets, 
might  be  well  fupplied  through  the  winter  and 
fpring  with  filh  caught  in  the  proper  feafoa. 

h  a  This 
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This  reprefehtation  evidently  points  out 
the  propHety  of  fuch  liberal  plans  as  will  af- 
fotd  an  ample  field  of  action  for  th)e  exertions 
of  th6  itiduftrious,  in  every  fituation  and  de-* 
partmerit* 

If  thefe  argurtients  te4uired  any  auxiliary 
aids ;  it  might  be  piroper  to  mention  the  great 
difficulty,  if  not  impoffibility,  of  raifmg  a 
decent  village  by  individuals  only.  When  a 
houfe  is  to  be  built  in  that  ccfuntry,  the  work- 
men, and  the  nlatcrials  df  timbet  aftd  iron,  itluft 
be  brought  front  Glafgow,  Greenock,  Aber- 
deen, or  Invemefs.  The  people  muftbe  paid 
high  wages  to  induce  them  to  go  thither;  befides 
the  expcnces  of  their  journey  to  and  from  the 
Highlands,  which  f^l  upon  the  perfon  by 
whom  they  are  engaged. 

The  flate  niuft  alio  be  broiight  from  a  dif- 
tancc,  and,  in  fome  places,  the  lime.  It  is  owing 
to  thefe  ineonveniencies  and  extraordinary  ex- 
pences,  that  fo  few  decent  houfes  have  been 
raifed  in  the  Highlands  by  men  of  property,' 
and  that  difficulty  is  faft  increafing. 

Till  within  thefe  few  years,  the  common 
wages  to  mafons  and  houfe  carpenters  were 
fix-fhillings  per  week;  but  fuch  is  the  ipirit 
of  building  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  principal 
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towns  of  Scotland,  that  the  wages  hav$  ^cen 
raifed  to  from  nine  to  twelve  fhillings  ;♦  and 
even  at  thefc  wages,  there  is  g^fcwpity  of 
workmen. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Society  may  be  carried  qfx  with  efficacy,  they 
muft,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffipn.  Jet  dawn 
the  principal  houfes  of  cv^ry  village,  and 
leave  the  farther  progrefs  thereof  to  the  con- 
Veniency,  and  the  fpeculative  views  of  thofe 
perfbns  who  may  become  the  firft  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  to  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  as 
half-pay  officers,  widows,  Sec.  who  might 
be  encouraged  to  build,  by  means  of  the 
workmen  who  would  fettle  there,  and  the 
conveniency  of  finding  material?  in  the  hand^ 
of  traders  pn  the  fpot^ 

*  This  great  ^ugmenUitiop  is  partly  owing  to  fhe  great  rife 
in  the  price  of  provifions  within  thefc  laft  thirty  years,  of  which 
I  ihalt  give  an  infiance  from  Glafgow  and  other  trading 
towns  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom, 

Thirty  years  ago.  In  the  fpring  1786^ 

d^  s.    dm 

Beef,  ycal,  and  mutton  per  lb.  4        ^-^    *— .    — .  o  1  i 

Butter    —    —    .—    —,—*  4—.    —    —    — ,  o** 

Salmon          ^^_--  ii.....    —  08 

J^ggs  per  doz^     —    —    —  ii—    —    —    —  P7 

^calj)«rpcck    ^-^     —     — ..  7       ^    ^   ^  t    x 
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If  the  Society  fhall  enter  into  contrad:  with 
fuch  builders  as  offer  the  lowtft  terms  by 
piece-work,  for  the  firft  ereAions,  thefe  men 
will  fumifh  themfelves  by  wholefalc,  and  at  , 
the  eafieft  prices,  with  all  the  materials  ne- 
ceflary  for  fulfilling  their  engagements ;  and  it 
will  only  be  requifite  that  the  works,  as  well 
as  the  materials,  be  clofely  examined  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  during 
the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs. 

I  might  advance  another  argument  in  favour 
of  this  plan  of  aftion,  on  the  part  of  the  So-» 
ciety,  from  fome  circumftances  that  have 
come  within  my  own  obfcrvation.  One  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  coaft  of  Oban,  in  Ar- 
gylelhire,  has  brought  together  on  that  fpot, 
about  twenty-fix  families,  who  built  their  . 
own  houfes  upon  a  very  moderate  plan,  and 
through  whofe  exertions  great  things  were 
expededj  but  the  people  ftill  remain  in 
much  the  fame  fituation  as  formerly,  with  the 
additional  circumftance  againft  them,  of  hav- 
ing exhauftcd  their  little  property,  or  a  confi-* 
derable  part  of  it,  in  mere  dwellings  only. 

At  Bemera  in  Glen  Elg,  the  trifling  cir- 
culation of  money  by  the  garrifon  that  bad 
teen  formerly  ftationed  there,  drew  together 
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a  number  of  cottagers,  who  at  prefent,  the 
garrifon  being  withdrawn,  are  in  the  utmoft 
poverty,   and  almoft  without  the  means  of 
keeping  themfelvcs  alive. 

The  board  of  truftees  for  the  forfeited  ef- 
tatesi'made  feveral  fpirited  efforts  to  extend 
the  filheries,  and  to  introduce  general  induftry 
in  the  Highlands,  Another  board  at  Edin- 
burgh have  expended  very  large  fums  wi<h 
the  fame  views ;  but,  from  all  thefe  exertions, 
IK)  effc(5tual  permanent  fettlement,  or  even 
the  appearance  of  it,  has  been  eftablifhed;  and 
many  thoufaftd  pounds  have  been  thereby  loft 
to  the  public. 

Now,  when  we  contraft  the  flourifliing 
ftate  of  the  filhing  ftiores  of  Nova  Scotia,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  very  wretched  ftate  of 
the  fifhing  ftiores  pf  the  Weft  Highlands,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  muft  look  to  the  caufes 
which  produced  fuch  oppolite  effeifts ;  we  muft 
abandon  alj  contradted  ideas  of  eftabliftiing  a 
profperous  colony,  by  means  of  a  pitiful  gecon- 
pmy  of  a  fund  that  was  raifcd  chearfuUy  with 
the  view  of  its  being  expended  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the 
tx>adition  of  the  people,  fliould  point  put  to  be 
tll9  n)oft  eligible  and  effedual. 
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So  ftrongly  prepoffeffed  are  many  people  in 
Scotland  with  notions  oi  faving,  applied  in- 
difcriminately  to  all  cafes  and  circumftances 
which  may  happen,  that  fome  gentlemen 
who  admit  the  force  of  the  before-mentioned 
arguments,  are  for  thatching  the  houfes  with 
ftraw,  heath,  or  fern,  in  order  to  fave  a 
trifling  expence. 

The  confequence  of  this  ill-grounded  par^' 
iimony  would  be; 

Firft,  Very  great  danger  that  the  towns 
thatched  with  fuch  materials,  would  fooner 
or  latter,  be  deftroyed  by  fire. 

Secondly,  That  the  houfes  would  want 
continual  repairs,  and  at  the  end  of  certain 
periods,  they  would  want  to  be  completely 
new  thatched. 

Thirdly,  That  it  would  be  extremely  in- 
judicious to  ufe  flraw  for  thatch  in  a  coun- 
try that  does  not  raife  a  fufEciency  for  the 
cattle,  who  in  fevere  winters  have  no  other 
fubfiftence. 

Fourthly,  This  kind  of  thatch  occupies 
much  time  which  might  be  direded  to  other 
objedls. 

Fifthly,  Thick  loads  of  vegetable  thatch 
retain  great  cjuantities   of  rains^    to  which 

that 
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that  country  is  particularly  cxpofed,  which 
muft  be  very  prejudicial  to  health. 

All  thefe  inconveniencies,  as  well  as  an 
cridlefs  expence,  will  be  avoided  by  mekns  of 
ilate  roofs,  which  laft  for  ages,  which  require 
no  expence  after  the  firft  coft,  and  have  always 
an  agreeable  appearance. 

I  obferved  in  my  laft  journey  along  the 
coaft  of  the  Murray  Firth,  a  fifhing  town 
that  was  built  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
uniformity  both  in  the  dimenfions  of  the 
houfes>  and  the  materials  of  which  they  were 
cre<9:ed.  On  firft  viewing  this  place,  I  con- 
cluded that  the  houfes  muft  have  been  creiftcd 
\>y  fome  builder  of  confiderable  property  and 
tafte,  but  upon  farther  enquiry,  I  was  inform- 
ed that  the  fiftiers  there  had  been  accuftomed 
of  late  years,  to  travel  every  fumhxer  as  far  as 
the  Firth  of  Clyde,  where  they  kept  boats 
and  tackling  for  catching  white  fifti^  with 
which  they  fupplied  Glafgow,  Paifley,  Gree- 
nock, &c.  and  returned  in  the  winter  to  their 
families,  with  pocket  fulls  of  money.  That 
f  very  man  built  a  houfe  for  himfelf,  at  a  great 
expence,  which  they  faved  in  other  matters^ 
becaufe  they  liked  to  live  in  decent  houfes^  fuch 
|ts  thofe  that  they  faw  in  the  Weft  Countiyi 

and 
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tod  that  no  hotife  in  tht  newly  raifed  town 
coft  kfs  than  thirty  pound,  or  more  than  fixty. 

I  perceived  that  each  houfe  had  two  apart* 
mcnts  below,  with  a  deal  loft  above,  fitte^J 
up  for  the  purpofes  of  fleeping,  holding  lum^ 
bcr,  fails,  ropes,  iron-work,  nets,  lines,  baf- 
kets,  &c.  that  there  was  a  fmall  window 
at  each  gavel,  which  ferved  to  dry  their  nets, 
lines,  cloths,  and  fhirts. 

From  the  want  of  flate  in  that  country,  and 
the  great  expenqe  of  bringing  it  from  the 
Highlands,  many  of  them  had  roofed  their 
houfes  with  tiles,  which  they  confidered  as 
greatly  inferior  to  flate. 

I  viewed  the  infide  of  fevcral  houfes: 
fome  had  floors  of  earth,  others  of  deal ; 
fome  had  two  rooms  above,  others  only  ond 
ppen  place.  The  quality  of  the  furniture 
was  alfo  various,  and  correfponded  with  the 
abilities  of  the  refpedtive  inhabitants.  It  was 
in  general  neat,  and  the  people  feemed  to  be 
fenfible  that  they  were  better  Jodged  than  the 
Other  fiflierjs  upon  the  cpafl:. 

They  complained  that  the  mafons  and  car-? 
penters  took  the  advantage  of  them  in  their 
charges,  for  which  they  faid,  they  could  get 
po  remedy •     Jt  is  conje(ilured,  that  if  one 
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man  of  property  had  built  all  thcfe  houics,  he 
would  have  faved  twen  ty  or  thirty  per  cent 
upon  the  price  of  materials,  by  putchafing  at 
the  firft  hand:  whereas  thefe  poor  people 
were  at  the  mercy  of  inferior  builders,  who 
were  themfelves  at  the  mercy  of  the  traders  by  . 
whom  they  had  been  fupplied,  probably 
upon  long  credit,  which  the  traders  would 
not  fail  to  lay  upon  the  articles. 

Before  I  clofe  this  addrefs  to  the  Society,  I 
find  it  an  incumbent  duty  to  give  my  reafons 
for  diflcntihg  from  a  very  confiderable  num-* 
bcr  of  people  in  another  particular  refpcdling 
the  fiflierics  to  be  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  fhores. 

By  the  adl  of  Parliament,  the  Society  i$ 
allowed  "  tp  raife  a  capital  joint  ftock,  to 
«'  be  applied  to  purchafing  or  otherwifc  ac-^ 
**  quiring  lands  and  tenements  in  perpetuity, 
**  and  for  the  building  of  free  towns,  vil-^ 
•'  lages,  harbours,  quays,  piers,  and  fifliing 
^'  i^ations  on  fuch  lands  fo  purchafed,  or 
^*  acquired,  and  on  no  other  lands  or  tene-* 
♦*  ments  whatfoever/* 

Though  thefe  words  are  fo  clear  that  they 
cannot  h6  miilaken,  many  perions  have  pro^ 
pofed  fchemes  both  iri  print  .and  in  mana«« 
fcript^  that  are  incompatible  with  the  original 

idea 
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idea  of  the  proprietors,   and  contraiy  to  the 
exprefs  words  of  the  adt. 

They  urge  the  neceflity  of  fupplying  the 
fifhers  with  boats,  nets,  lines,  hooks ;  or  of 
lending  them  money  to  purhcafe  thefe  articlesj^ 
alledging  that  without  fuch  aid  from  the  So-? 
ciety  the  whole  plan  will  pove  abortive. 

This  plan,  confidered  in  the  moft  favoura-f 

ble  view,  would  only  give  a  temporary  fpurt  to 

induftry.     Should  the  boat  be    loft;    Ihould 

the  nets,  hooks,  and  lines  be  deftroyed,  loft, 

or  damaged,  which  happens  frequently,  the 

people  would  look  to  the  Society's  fund  to 

repair  the  injuries   fuftained    from   time  to 

time,  ad  infinitum.     Was  this  method  to  be 

adopted,    it  would  be  neceflary  to  keep  an 

cxtenfive  aflbrtment  of  boats,  anchors,  fails, 

ropes,  nets,  lines,   and  hooks  for  the  fup- 

ply  of  the  country.     And  were  the  herring 

and  white  fiftieries  to  fail  for-  one  or  more 

years  on  any  part  of  the  coaft,  or  in  any  of 

the  lochs  where  they  had  reforted  for  fome 

years ;  it  would  be  neceflary  alfo  to  have  plenty 

of  fpecie,  and  provifions  in  the  general  ftore, 

for  the  fupport  of  a  great  number  of  people 

which  the  before-mentioned  allurements  would 

bring  together. 

Having 
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ttaviiig  fepreferited  the  probable  'confci-« 
quences  of  this  plan  upon  the  fuppofition  that 
Ae  fifliers  were  all  fober,  ^honcft,  and  induf- 
trious  men,  I  Ihall  now  confider  ^thcm  in  x 
icfs  favourible light: — as  a  great  body  of  mcn^ 
*f  different  inclinations  and  habits,  many  of 
whom,  inftead  of  profiting  by  the  benevo- 
lence of  the  Society,  would  fpend  their  time 
in  idlencfs  and  tippling,  till  they  had  confum- 
ed  boats,  anchors,  &c.  and  probably  run  up 
fome  fcores  upon  the  faith  of  frelh  fupplies 
from  the  ftore. 

In  this  reprefentAtion  I  go  upon  events  that 
have  adtually  happened.  The  board  of  truf- 
Xtt%  for  the  forfeited  eftates  went  exadtly  upoi> 
the  plan  that  has  been  generally  recommended 
to  the.  Society.  They  fupplied  the  fifhers  and 
farmers  'with  boats  and  fifliing  materials,  till 
they  difcovered  the  inefficacy  of  fuch  mea- 
fures,  when  they  left  matters  as  they  found 
them,  after  having  expended  a  large  fum  in 
fupporting  idlenefs  and  extravagance. 

A  certain  nobleman  in  the  North,  has  parti- 
cularly diftinguiflied  himfelf  inhis  exertions  for 
extending  the  filheries  and  promoting  induflry 
upon  his  eftate.  To  fome  he  gave  boats  and  nets; 
to  others  he  gave  Ipoms  j  and  his  expectations 
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roCc  in  proportion  to  the  magnituae  of  liis 
bounty ;  till,  after  a  fair  trial,  all  his  hopes 
vanifhed  in  fmokc.  The  articles  which  he 
had  thus  fumilhed,  fuddenly  difappeared ; 
they  were  fold  or  pledged  ;  and  the  objeds  of 
his  bounty,  hoped  his  honour  would  again. 
help  them  to  a  boat,  net,  or  loom. 

When  he  fpoke  to  me  on  this  fubjedt,  he 
declared  with  a  degree  of  warmth,  that  the 
greateft  error  in  his  condudl,  was  his  giving 
thefe  articles;  adding,  that  thofe  whom  he 
had  thus  aflifted,  had  proved  worthlefs  and  un-» 
grateful.  ••  For  God*s  fake,  faid  he,  have  no- 
"  thing  to  do  in  that  way,  for  you  may  depend 
•^  on  it,  you  will  be  difappointed." 

Such  being  the  efieds  of  thefe  experiments, 
I  hope  the  Society  will  adt  with  the  greateft 
caution  in  the  difpofal  of  their  money  to  pro-^ 
mote  indujlry  upon  this  plan,  and  efpe- 
cially  fo,  as  there  arc  methods  of  attaining 
that  dcfirable  end,  more  effedlually,  and  with- 
out any  pecuniary  affiftance  whatever  from. 
the  Society. 

The  fame  laws  which  were  intended  as  a 
ftimulus  to  exertions,  and  to  the  cxtenfioti  of 
the  fiftieries,  contained  among  other  injudicious 
reflridions,  an  obligatory  claufe  prohibiting 
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the  bufles  from  purchafing  herrings  from  thtf 
natives  of  the  Weft  Highlands,  and  thus  the 
poor  people,  who  had  formerly  aflifted  in 
completing  the  cargoes  of  fuch  veflels  as  came 
among  them,  now  faw  themfelves  deprived 
of  the  advantages  which  local  fituation,  and 
the  arrival  of  the  herrings  upon  their  fliores, 
held  forth. 

As  the  raifing  and  training  a  number  of 
feamen,  was  a  principal  objed:  of  the  Icgifla- 
tive  bounties,  it  was  enacted  that  the  buffes 
fliould  continue  filhing  for  the  fpace  of  three 
months  from  the  day  of  their  departure  from 
port,  unlefs  they  fhould  have  fooner  completed 
their  loading  of  fifh  caught  by  their  oivn  men 
only  J  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  bounty. 

It  is  fomewhat  fingular  that  a  nation  ce- 
lebrated for  knowledge  in  maritime  affairs^ 
did  not  fee  the  inefficacy  of  this  reftridion. 

When  a  veffel  arrives  at  the  loch  where  the 
fhoal  of  herrings  are  found,  fhe  cafts  anchor 
in  fome  fafe  cree^,  where  fhe  remains  moored  c/H^  ^ 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  fiftiery,  which 
h  carried  on  in  the  night  time  by  long-boats 
of  which  every  bufs  has  three  upon  an  average. 
When  the  men  go  on  board  thefe  boats  to 
caft  their  nets,  and  to  haul  them  in  alter- 
nately. 
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nately,  no  feamanfhip  is  required ;  no  know- 
ledge is  gained.  It  is  a  drudgery  for  which 
any  labourer  is  equally  quailificd  with  the 
moil:  experienced  marriner.  The  real  feaman- 
fhip confifts  in  navigating  to  and  from  the  fifh- 
ing  grounds;  in  refearches  after  the  herrings; 
in  adjufting  the  fails  to  all  the  viciffitudes  of 
weather,  and  to  the  various  points  of  the 
compafs,  on  that  very  intricate  navigation.  • 

Therefore,  by  tying  down  the  feamen  two  or 
three  months  to  a  fedentaiy  fifhery  in  the  open- 
ings of  the  coaft,  no  valuable  end  is  anfwered  to 
government,  or  to  the  men  themfelves,  in  nau- 
tical knowledge.  In  the  mean  time,  the  poor 
natives,  thus  deprived  of  their  natural  right, 
and  without  redrefs,  remained,  as  they  ftill  do, 
a  miierable,  helplefs  burden  upon  the  proprie- 
tors whofe  lands  they  occupied .  A  petty  fifliery 
for  the  fupport  of  their  own  families,  or 
their  neighbourhood,  in  frefh  herrings,  were 
the  only  benefits  which  they  could  derive 
from  the  riches  that  came  periodically  upon 
their  fhores. 

By  the  ilatute  of  1785,  veffels  are  now  per- 
mitted to  purchafe  herrings  from  the  High- 
land boats,  if  J  at  the  expiration  of  three  months^ 

theyjhall  not  havefiJJoed  their  full  cargo. 

This 
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This  law  is,  however,  ftill  defedlive  ajid 
Very  prejudicial^  to  thebufs  fiihery,  as  well  a^ 
that  by  the  boats.  By  obliging  the  buflfes  to 
remain  three  months  at  fea,  the  owners  are  fub- 
jed:ed  to  burdenfome  expenditures  in  provifi- 
ons,  liquors,  and  wages;  while  the  Weft  India 
merchants  are  equal',  if  not  greater  fufferers  by 
the  delays  occafioned-  through  this  tedious  and 
precarious  method  of  procuring  cargoes* 

It  is  alfo  certain  that  though  the  buffes  are 
thus  detained  upon  a  fedentary  fifhery  by  their 
long-boats,  they  feldom  return  home  with 
more  then  half  cargoes  upon  an  average; 
whereas,  a  permiflion  to  purchafe  herrings 
immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  the  fortunate 
loch,  as  welj  as  to  fifh,  would  enable  them  to 
retum  earlier  and  with  better,  cargoes,  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  all  parties  concerned,  the 
merchant,  the  proprietors  of  bufles,  arid  th« 
native  Highlanders. 

The  bufles  fhould  be  allowed  as  in  Ireland, 
to  fifh,  to  purchafe  from  the  natives,  or  do 
both;  and  in  every  refped:  to  adl  as  circumftan- 
ces  may  di<flate  for  their  own  benefit;  provided, 
however,  that  all  frefli  herrings  fo  purchafed 
fhall  have  been  taken  on  the  preceding  night, 
i  and 
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attdnot  tefore;  beeaufc  herrings  Tccpt  longer 
do  not  take  the  fak,  and  cannot  be  weH  cured. 
On  this  account  the  Dutch  laws  ftriftly 
prohibit  their  veffels  from  curing  herrings  tliat 
have  been  kept  above  ten  hours,  and  whatever 
herrings  are  uncured  at  fix  o'clock  evciy  even- 
iiig,  are  thrown  over  board. 

The  reader  will  readily  perceive  from  this 
Itafement,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  give 
boats  aod  nets  to  people  who  are  not  permit- 
ted to  avail  themfclves  of  the  firft  and  moft 
cortvetiient  market.  And  it  is  alfo  obvious, 
fhat  as  foon  as  this  market  Ihall  be  opened  in 
the  Highlands,!  fhe  boat-fifhers  wiB  in  a 
very  fhort  time  be  able,  not  only  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  neceflkries,  but  alfo  to  ere€k 
decent  habitations. 

Two  traders  in  white  and  red  herrings  have 
lately  fettled  at  Loch  Broom>  who  purcfaafe 
all  the  fiih  that  the  beats  can  take,  at  five 
{hillings  or  upwards  for  every  barrel  of  uncur-  ' 
ed  herrings.  Let  traders  be  encouraged  to 
fettle  on  all  the  fifhing  ftations  of  the  coaft,  and 
the  lame  high  prices  wiH  be  given;  l)ut  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  keep  the  boat  people  in- 
depehdent  of  the  traders,  otherwife  it  may 
happen  that  the  latter  will  lay  exorbitant  prices 

upon 
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tipon  the  articles  which  the  nativies  fland  in  need 
of,  and  cannot  purchafe  elfewhere. 

AH  nmning  acount«  betwen  the  traders  and 
the  boat  fifhers  fhould  be  difcouraged.  This 
pfidtice  tenuis  tx>  incite  extortion  on  the  cme 
hand«  and  idknefs  on  the  others  It  may  howe- 
ver ibmetitties  happen,  that  a  fiiher  iianiiot 
fupply  the  wants  of  his  familj  by  means 
cf  ready  money^  as  in  ca&s  of  GdaitdSs,  amd 
the  icarcity.  of  hecrings^ 

When  thefe  misfortunes  occur,  it  will  be  the 
duty  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  every  proprietor 
a^idjtrader,  to  aid  theinduftriousfifherman  while 
ftrugg^ing  under  diflficulties  which  he  could 
»ot  prevent.  This  fcems  to  be  all  the  affiftaace 
that  will  be  neceflaiy,  after  the  meafures  now 
recommended  fhall  be  adppted;  at  leaft,  it 
would  be  proper  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
ieq  their  effe<as,  before  the  Society  iliall  involve 
tjvjufelves  in  a  train  of  difficulties,  expences, 
4^  d  probably  confiderable  loflcs,  of  which  they 
jfave  recent  cxatltipleSt 
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ADDkESS     TO'   THE.  BUfttlC.       ; 

WITHOUT  a  fuitaWe  aid, from' .the 
publicat  large,  all  tficicadeitibns  dfrthi 
Gentlemen  of  the  Highlands!,  and  the  Britilh 
Society,  will  only  ferve  to  fotward,  in  a'con"i^ 
fined  degree,  the  great  objcdts  of^natidnaliAi* 
provement,  which  the  plian  hafriirt*  veiW.  r'" 

Harboursy  Keys,  and  Whafp.  —  On^  of 
the  moft  neceflary,  and  alfq'riie  moft  e'xj^^il- 
five  heads,  relates  to  the  cOnrfm6tirig  of 
harbours,  keys,  and  wharfs,  fdr  the  benynt 
of  navigation  in  general,  and  the  Britrfli 
filheries  in  particular. 

There  are  two  rriaiil  paflages  for  the  Bricii^ 
fhipping  that  are  bound  for,  or  returning  fVoHi 
foreign  parts,  viz.  The  South  Paflage,  rind 
'the  North  Paflage.  The  South  Paffage'is 
through  the  Straits  of  Dover,  which  is 
convenient  for  London  and  other  ports  in 
that  part  of  the  ifland. 

The  North  Paflage  is  by  the  Orkney  Iflands,^ 
between  which  and  the  Mainland  of  Scotland  \ 
there  is  a  channel  called  the  Pentland  Firth,    ^ 
of  only  fix  miles  in  width,  incumbered  with 
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Digitized  by 


Google         \ 


i.^ 


('   c?X3{iu-.  )^ 

iflands,'  and,   at  its  eaften>  entrance,  fome 
foil!  ground.* 

In  th6  niorc  imperfeft  ftate  of  navigation, 
this  paflage  was  generally  avoided  by  naariners, . 
who  chofe  to  keep  in  the  open  fea,  along  the 
north  fide  of  the  Orkneys ;  buti  fihce  the  pub- 
lication of  Mr;  Macjccnzie^s  ex:cellent  charts, 
the  terrors  of  the  Pentland  Firth  are,  become 
lels  formidable,  and  the  Britifh  mariners  are 
become  rhore  venturous.  They  boldly  attempt 
the  Firth  even  in  the  winter  feafon,  becJaufe 
by  that  paflage,  they  fave  150  miles  in  every 
voyage.  It  too  often  happens,  however,  that 
by  thus  iliortening  the  paflage  they  lofe  both 
fliip  and  cargo,  with  their  own  lives,  or  th? 
greatefl:  part  of  them. 

To  the  dark  fogs  and  freqjieht,  hurricanes 
in  thefe  latitudes,  ar^.  added  the  whirlpools # 
the  counter- tides,  eddies,  and  violent  currents 
of  this  Firth,  occafioned  by  the  weight  of  the 
Northern  Ocean  falling  upon  a  channel  of  only 
fix  or  feven  miles  in  width,  where  the  rapi4 
V^aters  afe  nnich  interrupted  by  iflands,  rocks^ 
and  projeding  points  of  lan^.  There  if  always 

*  For  the  better  undcrftan4ing  of  this  defc rip tion,  the  Rca-   . 
^T  rmy  have  a  Map  of  Scotland  before  him. 
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iA  fortio  ^tt§  <tf  «h«  l*ehtl«id  Firth,  a  gnat 
fwelling  fca,  with  breakers  during  ebb-tide,  in 
the  CikmiA  w«itb<f  <  psirticukrly  dwing  the  ebb 
of  fpritig  tides.  In  other  pfarts,  the  furgel 
happen  with  th«  flood-tide.  Ships  etideavotiv 
to  avoid  thefe  eietraordinary^  cOnVoIHons  of  the 
water,  but,  with  fo«te  winds*  they  sire  forced 
diredly  among  theAi< 

The  rapidity  of  th«  cUrMnts  alfo,  in  thi« 
Firth,  At  certain  periods  of  the  tide,  often  baffle 
nil  the  efSirtfe  of  fhe  mofl  (kilful  featneft,  to 
prevent  vclTels  ftom  being  driven"  agaitift  the 
tocks  or  fh<^es  a^  either  ilde.  Thus,  the  navi« 
^tioA  k  equally  hatsatdou6  ia  calin,fls  in  ftorniy 
weather,  efj>edally  to  ieamen  who  are  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  Firth  j  becaufe,  in  a  dead 
jtalilfi,  ihe  fhip,  not  bfkig  under  the  govem- 
meht  of  ttiehelm,  is  hurried  on  with  ine«- 
iHlible  velocity,  to  whatever  dircftion  the 
ftre^  kad«>  whether  towards  the  impending 
foci^,  qr  the  Tandy  beach.  On  the  other  hand, 
}0A<M  A  vdTel  be  driven  into  the  Firth>  by 
the  vipknce  of  a  tempeft,  in  a  fog;,  or  in  a  datk . 
flight,  hef  fkaatioti  is  dreadful  beycind  de^ 
fcription.  So  great  is  the  foyce  of  the  winds 
in  this  chat^nel,  fhat  ftones  of  considerable 
bulk  are  torn  from  the  cliffs,  by  the  violence 
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of  the  waves^  apd  heaved  over  the  rocks  into 
the  adjoining  fields. 

Such  is  the  perilous  fituation  of  the  nume* 
rous  (hipping  which  take  thtir  courfe  through 
this  channel ;  nor,  except  at  one  part,  does 
•the  coaft  of  the  Pentland  Firth,  or  upon  either 
fide  of  it,  afford  any  place  of  fiifety  tp  veffeU 
or  boats,  in  ftormy  weather. 

The  wefl:  coaft  from  Loch  Indiard  to  Cape 
Wrath  is  a  perpendicular  rock  of  2po  feet  in 
height.  It  is  waftied  by  that  great  body  of 
water  called  the  Atlantic,  which,  being  op- 
pofed  by  the  cliffs,  daflies  sgainft  them  with' 
iocoaceivable  fury;  and  here  the  devoted 
veilel  ftruggles  to  gain  fome  crefk.  which 
natare  has  denied  to  that  unhpfpitable  ^nd 
almoft  uninhabited  fliore. 

From  Cape  Wrath,  which  is  the  north  weft 
extremity  of  Great  Britaiot  tp  Duncanihay* 
Head.oras  it  is ufually  called,  Dung(bay-Head, 
which  form*  the  North  Eaft  ^xtr^nvty,  the 
diftancc  is  feventy  miles  in  a  ftr^ight  JUne#  ' 
This  coaft  faces  the  Northern  Ocean^  m^ 
forms  the  nuii)  ftipre  of  the  Pentland  Firths 
It  is  from  one  end  to  the  other  a  xm^  ha^^r^ 
dous  coaft,  compofedy  in  ibmie  partSi  ofper* 
pcndicujar  rocks,  aswi  in  othcj  parts,  pf  great 

i  4  bpdies 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(    cxxxvi    ) 

bodies  of  fand,  particularly  at  the  mouths  of 
rivers,    where  vcffels  are  frequently  ftrandcd 
through  the  violence  of  the  wiads. 

On  this  extenfive  coaft,  there  is  only  one  na- 
tural harbour  which  admits  veflels  at  any  time 
of  the  tide,  and  where  no  danger  from  rocks  or 
Ihallows  is  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  called 
Loch  Eribol;  lies  near  Cape  Wrath,  in  the 
moft  barren  defart  in  the  kingdom,  and  con-* 
fequently  affords  no  other  affiftance  to  Ihip- 
ping,  than  mere  fheltcr  from  ftorms  and  con-* 
trary  winds. 

That  part  of  the  coaft  which  fronts  thcEaft 
Sea,  is,  if  poffible,  more  hazardous  than  the 
fhores  of  the  Pentland  Firth,  and  it  extends 
farther,  being  ninety  miles  in  length  between 
Dungfbay-Head  and  the  Firth  of  Cromarty^ 

This  coaft,  like  that  of  the  Pentland  Firth, 
is  compofed  in  fome  parts  of  perpendicular 
rock ;  in  other  parts  of  fand ;  and  is  fo  def- 
titutc  of  harbours,  that  whoever  approaches 
it  with  ftrong  northerly,  cafterly,  or  foutherly 
winds,  muft  either  be  daflied  againft  the  rocks, 
br  wrecked  upon  fands.  It  is  not  even  fur- 
niflied  with  creeks,  to  which'  fmall  boats  can 
run  inftormy  weather,  without  danger  of  be- 
ing broke  to  pieces  by  the  force  of  the  furfF 
upon  the  beach,  .    *  The 
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The  more  fouthem  part  of  the  eaft  coaft  of 
Scotland  abounds  in  creeks  and  fmall  har- 
bours, but  it  has  only  one  opening  where 
fhips  of*  burden  can  enter  with  fafety  at  low 
tides-  This  is  the  large  bay  called  the  Firth 
of  Forth,  or  the  mouth  of  the  river  Forth  at 
Edinburgh,  which  lies  nearly  200  miles  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  Pentland  Firth. 

From  thence  northward,  lie  the  Firth  of 
Cromarty,  and  the  water  of  Nefs,  into  which 
fhips  can  enter  at  all  times  of  the  tide  j  but  as 
they  lie  ninety  miles  within  land,  and  confe- 
quently  out  of  the  ufual  traft  of  (hipping 
which  pafs  to  and  from  the  North  Seas,  or  the 
Baltic,  they  can  be  of  no  great  utility  to  gene- 
ral navigation. 

From  this  review  of  the  northern  coafts 
of  Scotland,  it  appears,  that  veflels  in  dif- 
trefs  from  ftorms,  leaks;  or  other  caufes, 
are  under  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of  running 
a  great  many  miles  out  of  their  courfe,  to  one 
or  other  of  the  following  places  :  The  Forth  ; 
the  Firth  of  Cromarty,  diftant  from  the  above 
upwards  of  two  hundred  miles.  Stromnefs, 
or  fome  other  port  in  the  Orkneys,  diftant 
from  Cromarty  one  hundred  miles;  or  Loch 
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£riboI,  which  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  the  Pent* 
laQd  Filthy  diftant  from  Stromnefs  fifty  miles. 

As  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Britifli  and 
Irifli  ihipping  muft  unavoidably  navigate  thefe 
iM>rth6m  fcas,  theloffcs  fuftaincd  by  the  mer- 
chants and  underwriters  a»c  very  confiderable 
every  year,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  when  a 
greater  portion  of  Shipping  take  the  northern 
paffage,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  cruifers. 

While  on  my  journey  along  the  coall  of 
the  Pentland  Firth  in  Odober  1786,  I  was 
informed,  that  eleven  veflcls,  nMjftly  loaded 
had  been  wrecked  withing  the  laft  fix  months^ 
though  the  befl:  feafon  of  the  year.  One  of 
thcfe  vcffels  belonged  to  Liverpool,  carried 
800  tons,  ^d  was  returning  loaded  fjwn  the 
Baltic. 

In  the  Orkneys,  as  well  as  upon  the  oppo^ 
pofite  coaft  of  the  Mainland,  the  fca  is  con- 
tinually throwing  afliore  detached  parts  of  vef-. 
fels  and  their  cargoes,  the  colle<aing  of  which 
employs  a  number  of  people,  fome  of  whom 
get  rich  through  their  afiTiduity  in  exploring 
the  ihoress  as  wcU  us  the  fiirface  of  the  feas 
Wd  bays. 

To. 
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To  the  dangerous  rtavigarioa  rf  thtft  lets, 
if  to  be  added  the  iticxmvenienc^s  and  lofles 
ari&ig  from  the  want  of  materials,  docks>  and 
ihi(>^carpenters,  along  the  northern  coafb 
of  Scotland.  From  Belfaft  Loch  to  Cape 
Wrath  ;  from  thence  to  Dungfbaj^-Head  ;  and 
from  Dunglbay-Head  to  Cromarty  on  the 
Murray  Firth,  there  are  no  towns,  dock- 
yards, or  carpenters^  for  the  repairing  of  da^ 
mages.  A  coaft  of  nearly  500  miles,  could 
not  upon  any  immergency,  fumiih  a  fail,  a 
cable,  or  an  anchor  to  a  veilel  of  burden. 

It  frequently  happens  that  TeiTels  are  got 
off  with  more  or  lefs  damage  in  their  bull 
andrigging>  by  which  they  are  rendered  inca« 
pable  of  performing  the  remainder  of  their  voy« 
age.  Advice  of  the  accident  is  fent  to  the  owners 
at  Newc^ftle,  Hidl,  London,  Briftol,  Liver- 
pool, Ireland,  Q}afgow,  of  elfewhere,  with 
9  particular  ftate  of  the  neccflary  repairs. 

Undtf  thi«  cirCttmHance,  the  owners,  or  the 
liaderwriters,  fmift  either  fpnd  a  veflel  to  the 
place  where  the  fhip  has  been  ftranded,  with 
carpenter^^  timbers,  iron^work,  ropes,  fails, 
provifions,  liquors,  &c.  which  is  attended* 
with  fome  hundred  pounds  of  expence ;  or^ 
th^y  niuft  ^d  9u  ord^r  to  feli  the  damaged 
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vcffel  to  the  highfeft  bidder.  When  this  i$ 
the  cafe,  the  hull  of  the  veflel  is  generally 
bought  for  fire-wood  at  from  40  to  50 1/ 
while  the  fails ^  anchors,  and  cargo,  fell  for 
lefs  than  half  their  value,  in  a  country  where 
there  are  few  perfons  who  can  afford  to  pur- 
chafe  therti. 

-  On  the  whole;  the  mercantile  loffes  upon 
the  northern  coafts*  of  Scotland,  from  the 
want  of  towns  accommodated  with  work- 
men, and  materials  for  repairs;  and  ilill  more/ 
from  the  want  of  harbours,  where  (hips  could 
enter  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  and  in  all  kinds 
of  weather,  .may  be  eftimated  at  40^0001.  an- 
nually, upon  an  average  of  years  of  war  and 
peace,  befides  the  lofs  of  many  lives,  and  the 
CX)nfequent  diilrefs  of  many  families. 
.  To  this  we  are  to  add  the  extra  infurancc 
upon  all  vefTels  that  navigate  thefe  feas; 
which,  were  harbours  formed  at  convenient 
diflances,  would  fall  at  leaft  one  half,  an4 
probably  fave  many  thoufa^nd  pounds  an- 
nually. 

Thefe  inconveniences  and  loffes  fuftaincd  by 

navigation  in  general,  from  the  want  of  towns 

and  harbours^  are  felt  in  a  proportionable  d^ 

grec  by  peribns  concerned  in  the  fl(hcfies>' 

.      .  fronj 
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from  the  poor  men  in  iheir  little  boats,  to  the 
tiavi2:ators  of  decked  veflels.  And  if  it  be  ad-^ 
mittecl;  thfet  impediments  to  fiflieries  are  a  na-i 
tional  misfortune,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
th'efe  cohfolidafed'  loffes,  fuftamed  by  general 
n^igation,  ai  well^  by  the  national  fifheriesi 
mufl:  be  very  great.  '  •      '.*  ^ 

"1^6  lay  the  foundation  of  towns,  and  to  in- 
iJuci  fhip-carpenters;  blackfmiths,  traders,  ani 
filhei*  to  refide  there,  falls  within  the  plan,  and 
is  fuited  to  the  funds  of  the  Britifli  Society;  biil 
to  build  keys,  t6  conftfudt  graving  docks,  and 
to  form' harbours,'  efpecially  on  the  Pentland 
Firth,  and  the  eaft  coaft  of  Caithnefs  and 
Sutiierland,  is  far  bey6nji  their  abilities.  - 
i  Thd  extending  theliarbour  of  Aberdeen  to 
fourteen  feet  water  at  full  tides,  coft  17,000!. 
flFhe  new  harbours  at  Peter-Head,  Cromarty', 
and  dlong  the  Murray  Firth,  coft  from  4  to 
7000/.  each,  though  none  of  them  admit 
veffels  at  full  neap  tides,  drawing  more  than 
niifc  feet  water.  '*^  . 

•  Cujlom-Houfes. — Wherever  a  town  fhall  be 
)fcre<aed,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  eftablilh  a  Cuf- 
tom-Houfe,  or  a  branch  of  one.  Thefe  will 
foon  repay  the  expence  of  the  buildings, 
find  the  falaries  of  officers. 
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pMket^Boats.-^iy^  or  fix  4e^ked  veiTels 
ihould  be  efbblifhed  between  the  Hebrides 
and  the  mainland*  as  packets^  and  one  be- 
tween Caithnefs  and  the  Orkneys.  The  ftnug-^ 
gliog  vejplels  which  have  beeo  ieized  by  the 
revenue  cutters  would  ferv«  adnoiraWy  A» 
this  purpofe. 

The  packets  Should  be  obliged  to  fail  on 
iixed  days  and  hours,  unlefa  prevented  by 
ftonns  or  ilrong  bead  winds  j  and  no  ve&i» 
paid  by  the  public,  ihould  be  allowed,  on  any 
pretence  whatevcTt  or  at  the  defire  of  any  per-»- 
fon  whatever,  to  take  oxx  board  hories^  black 
cattle,  or  (heep,  for  fale. 

The  veflcls  ought  to  be  completely  fitted 
]up  for  the  accommodation  of  paflengers,  ^nd 
the  prices  fhould  be  regulated  by  the  conyc* 
niences  and  the  quality  of  the  provifions 
which  the  paflengei's  might  refpe^ively  chufe. 

By  giving  the  commanders  certain  exclufivc 
privileges,  it  is  probate  that  the  money  got 
by  means  of  paflengecs,  baggage,  pacods,  tLc. 
would  reimburfe  all  their  expences,  and  afibrd 
them  a  comfortable  fubfiflcncc,  without  anjf 
falary  from  government- 

Befides  facilitating  the  bufinefs  of  the  fiflie* 
ries,  and  bringing  the  detached  members  of 

the 
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the  Hebrides  nearer  ta  egcb  other,  «id  to  thcr 
maiolaod*  thefe  packets  u^uld  be  the  means 
of  prokmging  the  lifes  of  hU  Majefty  ,fiib- 
je<^,  who,  from  rnotives  of  health  or  cunofit}r, 
would  Tc&rt  to  thi$  J^ritiih  Archipelago  evexy 
&tmmer. 

Whoever  goes  thither  at  prcfent,  iHWJft  engage 
a  veffel  at  thilty  or  forty  poinds  per  moothr 
wkhout  proper  accommodations,  aad  ^vea 
without  beddings  whicji  they  muft  purehaic 
for  tfaemfelves.  To  this  great  expence  is  partly 
owing,  the  ignorance  of  mafikind  refpei^if)g 
thefe  lilands^  and  tbair  importance  to,  the 
Empire. 

Military  Roads.— The  great  fums  of  money 
that  have  been  granted  by  parliament  for 
making  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands^ 
and  the  comparative  infignificancy  of  the  roads 
already  formed,  has  afforded  matter  of  fur-^ 
prife  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  and 
to  every  perfon  who  travels  thither. 

A  road  has  been  made  from  Dunbarton  to 
Inveraray,  and  fome  roads  have  been  made  to 
the  chain  of  forts  which  crofs  the  county 
of  Invernefs,  and  from  one  fort  to  anothei^, 

but, 
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hut/ in  the  "northern  counties  of  Rofsfliirc, 
Sutherland,  and  Caithnefs,  no  roads  have  been 
fortned }  communications  between  tHe  two  feas 
are  nearly  cut  off;-  intercourfc  and  trafEck  be- 
tween man  and  man,  are  rendeifed  impradti* 
cable;    and   mutual  aid,   though  fometimes. 
ixeceflkry  for  extftence,  is  denied.     Through 
a  confiderable  part  of  thd  year,  the  inhabitants 
6f  each  refpedive  gkn  or  valley  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  prifoncrs,   ftfongly  guarded  by  im- 
paflible  mountains  on  one  fide,  by  fwamps> 
and  furious  torrents  on  the  other.  They  difap- 
pear  from  the  public  eye,  and  are  only  Icen  by 
their  neighbours  in  the  Low  Countries,  when 
the  calls  of  their  families  lay  them  under  the 
uhpoidable  neceffity  of  venturing  upon  the 
arduous  enterprize  of  a  winter*s  journey. 

On  thefe  occafions,  the  women  as  well  as 
the  men  fet  out  in  little  parties,  with  what 
money  they  have  been  able  to  raife,  in  order 
to  procure  meal,  filh,  or  whatever  can  fupport 
nature,  till  the  return  of  a  better  feafon. 

They  encounter  the  rapid  ftreamsj  they 
climb  the  tremendous  mountains,* frequently 
covered  with  fnow;  they  defcend  through  a 
labyrinth  of  craggy  declivities;  they  take  up 
their  lodging  in  hollow*  ;  or  caverns,  fome- 
times 
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tinoci  in  woodsi  and  happy  are  thofe  who  are 
able  to  reach  fome  huts,  whether  inhabited  or 
defertedt 

Thofe  who  are  in  want  of  fifli,  diredt  their 
courfe  to  fome  of  the  Lochs  on  the  Weft  coail; 
and  thofe  who  are  in  want  of  meal  or  feed» 
travel  to  Invemefs  and  the  Eaft  coaft  of  Rofs- 
fhire,  where  thofe  articles  are  imported.  The 
main  breadth  of  thefe  northern  countries  be- 
tween the  weft  and  the  eaft  fea  is  feventy  miles, 
and  it  often  happens  that  the  inhabitants  of 
either  Ihore  are  obliged  to  travel  in  the  moft 
inclement  feafons,  to  the  oppofite  Ihore,  for 
the  means  of  keeping  their  families  from  pe-  ^ 
rifliing. 

With  the  affiftance  of  gun-powder,  a  fuc- 
cefiion  of  carriage  roads  could  be  made  be- 
tween the  two  feas,  and  as  far  North  as  the 
Pentland  Firth. 

The  conftruftion  of  roads. in  that  country, 
is  attended  with  confiderable  difEculties,  and 
requires  many  hands.  A  line  of  rock  muft  be 
blown,  fometimes  a  mile  or  upwards  in  length. 
Arches,  of  confiderable  magnitude,  muft  be 
thrown  from  one  rock  to  another,  acrofs  deep 
and  horrid  chafms.  Bridges,  of  the  ftrongcft 
*conftru<Slion,  muft  be  carried  over  impetuous 
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rivers,  and  folidity  muft  be  raifed  amidft  bogs 
and  moraflfes. 

.  When  all  this  is  done,  the  roads  which  are 
carried  along  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  re- 
quire to  bc'guirded  from  the  numerous  little 
torrents  that  peur  from  above,  in  wet  weather, 
and  particularly  when  the  rain  is  accompanied 
by  the  melting  of  fnow. 

The  bridges  alfo  that  arc  built  acrofs  the 
great  ilreams  in  the  valleys,  will  be  endangered 
by  thefe  floods,    tinlefs  great   care  fliall  be 
taken  to  confl:ru<3:  them  upon  the   moft  folid> 
principles  of  architecture. 

For  thcfe  reafons,  all  the  attempts  of  private 
gentlemen  at  the  head  of  their  tenants,,  in  the 
North  Highlands,  and  the  Hebride  Iflands, 
muft  prove  inefFedlual.  This  bufinefs  requires^ 
able  and  faithful  engineers,  at  the  head  of  at 
leaft  five  hundred  foldiers,  and  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Highlanders,  who  would  be  glad  to 
enter  upon  the  fervice,  as  labourers,  at  feven 
or  eight-pence  per  day.  Thefe  foldiers  and 
Highlanders  might  be  employed  on  different, 
roads  at  the  fame  time,  in  parties  of  fifty  or 
upwards,  as  circumftances  might  require. 

Roads  thus  conftru died,  would  bring  the  in- 
habitants of  the-Weft,  the  North,  and  the  Eaft- 

em 
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em  fliores  nearer  to  each  other.  New  fchemcs 
of  trade  would  be  formed.  By  means  of  the 
fifherics  on  the  weft  coaft,  the  inhabitants 
would  fupply  themfelves  with  grain^  meal, 
and  other  neceflaries,  from  the  eaft  coaft,  while 
the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  parts,  and  of  the 
Pentland  Firth,  would  traffic  with  either  fide. 

Many  thoufands  of  both  fexes,  who  wafte 
their  time  in  idlenefs,  and  are  in  all  refpedts 
ufelefs  to  the  public,  would  find  employments 
they  would  live  with  more  comfort  to  them- 
felves, and  rife  in  a  flow,  but  certain  progref-^ 
fion,  to  that  mediocrity  of  fortune,  which 
would  extend  to  the  national  manufadlures, 
commerce,  and  revenue. 

Salt. — Much  has  been  fa  id  and  written  on 
this  fubjedt,  by  fpeculative  writers,  as  well  as 
by  traders  in  filh.  It  has  frequently  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  legiflature,  but  no  means  have 
yet  been  devifed  whereby  the  fiflieries  can  be 
fully  extended,  and  the  revenue  arifing  from 
falt,at  the  fame  time,efFedually  fecured.  On  the 
contrary,  we  find,  that  with  a  view  to  fecurc 
this  revenue,  the  fiflieries  have  been  laid  un- 
der fuch  reftraints,  and  fubjedted  to  fuch  in- 
tricacies at  the  Cuftom-Houfes,  that  numbers 
abandoned  the  bufinefs,  and  others  were  pre- 
k  2  paring 
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faring  to  go  to  Ireland  with  their  capitals, 
their  veffels,  and  their  experience,  where  few 
or  no  impedirhentS  to  fifherics  exift. 

The  lite  corhtnittce  of  the  Houfe  of  Oom- 
mons  upon  the  Britifti  fifheries,  inveftigated . 
the  fait  laws  with  more  than  ordinary  atten- 
tion, and  fome  amendments  have  been  made 
thereon  by  parliament;  but  great  inconvenien- 
ees  Itill  remain,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
been  amply  ftated. 

The  ftioney  raifed  by  the  public  on  the  ar- 
ticj6  of  fait  iti  Great  Britain,  amounts  to  nearly 
900,000!.  annually,  of  which,  only  one  third 
is  received  at  the  Exchequer;  *  and  as  this 
duty  muft  ever  prove  an  impediment  to 
the  fifheries,  by  fhackling  them  widi  una- 
voidable reflraints;  as  the  burthen  of  the: 
duty  falls  hcaviefl  upon  the  labouring  people 
and  the  poor,  who  live  much  upon  fait  pro- 
vifions ;  as  two  thirds  of  the  money  coUefted 
upon  this  article  anfwcrs  no  valuable  end  to 
the  public,  fome  writers  have  recommended 

a  com- 

*  The  g«>ls  revenue  in  1776, 895,489 

Dnwbacks,  bounties,  difcounts,  622,865 
Chaiges  of  management,    -     -    »6,4io 
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a  commutation,  for  raifing  a  fum  f^ual  to  the 
neat  revenue  paid  into  the  Exchequer  fromfalt.^ 

By  this  means  the  nation  would  fave  a  very 
large  fum  annually;  while  various  defcriptions 
of  men,  as  fijQiers,  merchants,  curers  of  provi- 
fions,  and  dejders  in  butter,  would  carry  on  bu- 
iinefs  with  greater  facility,  and  at  lefs  expence/  • 

But  (hould  this  general  meafure  be  found 
inexpedient  at  prefent,  fome  immediate  relief 
to  the  people  of  the  Highlands  feems  cflTen-!- 
tially  npceflary ;  not  only  as  affording  the 
means  of  curing  the  fifh  upon  their  fhores^ 
hut  for  the  prcfervation  of  their  health,  and 
their  lives.  Having  no  towns  or  ftores  where 
this  article  can  b^  ri^taile4  out  at  ^  moderate 
price,  thefe  poor  people  are  forced  to  liv?^ 
through  th^  winter  and  fpring»  upon  half  pu* 
trifled  fifti,  that  have  been  dfi^d  Without  fait, 
the  bad  effefts  of  which  are  feverely  felf  by 
thoufands  in  that  miferable  country^ 

From  the  want  of  this  article>  they  cannot 
even  fupply  themfelves  in  the  proper  feafon, 
with  butter  and  chcefe;  and  are  therefore 
obliged  very  frequently  to  bring  up  mprc 
young  cattle,  by  means  of  the  milk  in  fupqiT 
mer,  tlian  they  can  fupport  in  the  winter. 

Therefore,  as  the  fait  duty  in  thofe  diifanf 
fc^n;,  while  it  fubjedts  the  inhabitants  to 

k  3  eveiy 
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every  evil  that  can  arife  from  the  want  of  that 
article,  contributes  nothing  to  the  revenue,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  eftablifh  ftores  at  fuit^ 
able  diftances,  along  the  coaft  of  the  mainland, 
as  well  as  the  iflands,  where  every  individual 
ihhabitant  might  be  fumifhed  with  fuch  a 
quantity  of  fait,  duty  free,  as  (hould  be  found 
neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  their  refpedive  fami- 
lies, as  well  as  for  the  curing  of  herrings  and 
white  fifli,  for  markets. 

In  a  very  fhort  time,  the  perfons  entruiled 
with  the  delivery  of  the  fait;  would,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  people,  be  able  to  eftimate 
the^  juft  proportion  to  which  every  family 
would  be  entitled;  and  if  it  (hould  appear 
that  fuch  perfons  abufed  their 'truft  by  partial 
favours,  their  removal  would  be  a  fufficient 
warning  to  others  in  future.  . 

By  this  method,  or  fomething  fimilar  to 
it,  Gpvernment  would  loofe  nothing,  the 
people  would  be  enabled  to  lay  up  provi- 
fions  for  the  winter,  and  even  to  cure  fifh 
for  fale,  according  to  their  refpe(5Uve  .abi- 
lities. Little  villages  or  marts  would  be 
formed  among  the  glens  and  ftraths  of  the 
inland  country,  where  fifh,  butter  and  chcefe 
would  be  bought  and  fold,  to  the  mutual  con- 
venience of  the  inland  as  well  as  th^  mari- 
time 
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time  inhabitants  i  and  mankind  would  wonr 
der  that  fiich  falutary  meafurcs  had  qot  been 
s^dopted  long  before. 

Coals.  —  When  the  treaty  of  union  was 
formed  between  the  two  Britifh  kingdoms, 
the  Scottilh  commiffioners  made  a  very  un- 
reafonable,  if  not  unjuft  diftindtion,  he-' 
tween  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  in  the 
article  of  coals.  Thofe  who  inhabit  the 
center,  which  is  the  moil:  fertile  and  opulent 
part  of  the  country,  and  where  coal  is  found 
in  abundance^  are,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty,  ex- 
empted from,  any  duty  upon  that  neceflary  ar- 
ticle. While  thole  who  inhabit  the  ruggid 
and  barren  extremities  of  the  kingdom,  where 
nature  has  denied  coal  mines,  and  to  which 
the  expence  of  water  carriage  from  diftant 
parts,  aniounts  to  more  than  the  prime  coft 
of  the  coals>  are  burdened  with  a  duty  of 
5s.  4d.  per  chaldron, 

Thus  the  people  who  have  coal  at  their  doors^i 
and  at  thp  rate  of  eight  or  nine  (hillings  per 
chaldron,  pay  no  duty;  but  thofe  who  inha- 
bit the  more  rigid  climate  of  th^  north,  who 
fevcrely  feel  the  chilling  b^fts  of  the  Frozen 
Seas,  to  the  heavy  expence  of  a  long  water 
carriage,  nort  charges,  &c,  have  to  jpayano-- 
k  4  ther 
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thcr  fuiri,  equal  to  more  thaai  hatf  the  prime 
coft  of  the  article. 

The  aggregate  of  thefe  various  cxpences 
amounts,  in  fome  places,  to  twenty  five,  and 
in  the  more  diftant  parts  to  thirty  Ihillings 
or  upwards  per  chaldron;  befides  which,  the 
importers  of  the  coals  have  been,  till  very 
lately,  fubjed  to  unlimited  impofitions  by 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  in  the  name  of  fees;  and 
it  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  a  great  number 
of  people  live  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  ports  where  the  coals  are  entered,  and 
have  a  fubfecjuent  land  carriage  to  pay  alfo* 

But  the  cxpence  of  coals,  however  great, 
is  not  the  only  evil  to  which  the  purchafers  who 
inhabit  thefe  diflant  parts,  myfl  fubmit.  If  one, 
or  more  perfons-  commifTion  a  fmall  cargo  of 
coals  from  Newcaflle,  Whitehaven,  or  any 
part  of  Scotland,  the  cargo  mufl  be  carried, 
not  tp  the  place  where  the  purchafers  re- 
:|ide,  or  the  nearefl  port  to  it,  but  to  the  port 
where  a  cuftom-houfe  happens  to  be  fta- 
tioned,  which  is  frequently  above  forty  miles 
^iflant,  and  fometimes,  as  at  Banff  and  other 
towns  on  the  Murray  Firth,  above  fifty  miles. 

There  the  coals  mufl  be  landed,*  mca- 
fured,  and  rc-fhiped  at  ^  cpnfiderable  expencc 
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in  port  charges,  wages,  provifions,  &c,  bcfidcs 
the  rifle  of  loofing  both  veflfel  and  cargo  in 
going  to  fuch  ports,  or  in  coming  from  them, 
of  which  there  are  frequent  inftances. 

The  inconveniences  arifing  from  this  duty 
were  reprefented  to  goverment  by  certain  re- 
prefentatives  from  Scotland,  during  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  adminiftration,  when  the  whole  amount 
of  the  neat  duty,  received  at  the  exchequer 
was  only  iiool.  and  which  Mr.  Pelham  ofw 
fered  to  relinquifh,  in  confideration  of  an 
equivalent  fum  from  Scotland,  to  be  levied 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  inhabitants  fhpuld 
fix  upon;  yet  trifling  as  that  fum  was,  they 
could  not  agree  upon  the  mode  of  railing  it; 
and  they  have,  ever  fincp  th^^t  time,  fufiered  . 
for  their  folly. 

To  the  want  of  coals,  has  been  owing, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  flow  improvements 
in  agriculture  and  manufacStures  in  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  Scotland,  and  the  ifles.  Perfons' 
of  abilities,  knowledge,  or  experience,  have 
been  difcouraged  from  attempting  any  pur- 
fuits  in  which  this  almoft  prohibited  article 
was  neccflary.  Thus  the  moft  valuable  nati- 
onal purpofes  have  been  fufpended  during  a 
courfc  of  eighty  years,  for  the  (hadow  of  a 
trifle. 
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IJardJhips  of  the  EJlabliJhed  Clergy,  and  Mif- 
Jtonaries,  in  the  Highlands^ 

Scotland,  before  the  reformation,  equaled 
any  part  in  Europe,  of  the  fame  dimenfions, 
in  the  number  and  magnificence  of  its  eccle- 
fiaftical  edifices;  fome  of  whofe  ruins,  asthofe 
of  Melrofs,  Paifley,  Dumfermline,  St,  An- 
drews, Arbroth,  pnd  Elgin,  are  beheld  with 
admiration  by  every  ftranger.  Thefe  buildings 
were  raifed  through  the  piety  of  the  princes, 
nobility,  and  dignified  clergy,  between  the 
acceffion  of  Malcolm  the  third,  in  1057,  an4 
the  death  of  James  fifth,  in  1542. 

The  clergy,  during  that  period,  were  nu- 
merous, refpedable,  and  fuitably  accommo- 
dated with  the  neceflaries  and  the  convenien- 
ces of  life.  Some  of  them  were  eminent 
flatefmen,  and  proved  fteady  patriots  in  the 
worft  of  times,  when  fa(3:ion  prevailed,  or 
when  the  liberties  of  their  country  were  en- 
dangered. 

The  fuperior  cleigy  had  a  tafte  for  elegance 
and  magnificence ;  they  loved  and  patronized 
fcience,  literature,  and  the  fine  arts;  they  fet 
examples  in  rural  improvements;  they  entered 
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(fccply  into  commerce,  and  contributed  iii 
every  refpedl  to  the  flourifhing  .ftatc  pf  their 
country,  and  to  its  reputation  among  the  na* 
tions  of  Europe,  during  the  ages  that  im- 
mediately preceded  the  reformation. 

The  death  of  James  V.  clofed  that  brilliant 
period,  and  fo  rapid  was  the  fucceeding  revo- 
lution, that  in  lefs  than  thirty  years,  all  ^thc 
national  exertions  in  literature,  civility,  arts, 
agriculture,  and  commerce,  vanifhed. 

The  people  were  feized  with  a  religious 
phrenzy,  which,  in  its  efFeds,  had  no  par- 
rallel  in  the  Annals  of  the  Chriftian  World* 
Their  refentments  againft  the  religion  of  their 
anceftors,  extended  not  only  to  the  clergy, 
and  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  that  reli- 
gion, but  to  the  buildings  where  it  had  beca 
taught.  The  noble  edifices,  which  it  had 
been  the  work  of  five  centuries  to  ere(5,  were 
rafcd  tp  the] ground,  or  laid  in  ruins,  within 
the  fpace  of  a  few  years. 

The  nobility  and  great  landholders  encou- 
raged thefe  defolating  fcenes,  or  remained 
paffive,  while  the  outrageous  humours  of  the 
preachers  and  people  were  venting  themfclves. 
They  had  an  eye  to  the  church  revenues,  which 
they  fcized,  and  confirmed  to  their  families, 
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in  a  parliament,  of  which  they  were  the 
inembers. 

The  preachers,  inilead  of  iharing  in  the 
church  livings,  as  they  had  expected,  were 
not  even  allowed  to  tafle  of  the  crumbs 
which  thefe  livings  afforded.  They  now 
railed  againfl  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who, 
neverthelefs,  kept  pofTeffion  of  the  revenues, 
which  their  defcendants  enjoy  to  the  prefcnt 
day. 

Here,  therefore,'  was  a  new  religious  efta- 
blifhment,  without  churches,  and  a  new  fet 
of  clergy,  without  ftipend  or  falaries.  The 
lliperior  excellence  of  the  religion  which 
had  been  introduced,  over  that  which  had 
been  fubverted,  could  neither  feed  nor  clothe 
the  authors  of  this  revolution;  but  at  length 
the  parliament,  who,  as  before  obferved,  had 
monopolized  the  church  lands  and  revenues^ 
did,  in  the  munificence  of  their  hearts,  from 
a  zeal  for  the  proteflaht  religion,  and  in  pity 
to  the  clergy,  enadt,  that  every  eflabliflied 
minifter  of  a  parifh  fhould  receive  from  theif 
refpedtive  pariihoners,  as  a  maintainance  for 
their  families^  and  to  enable  them  to  perform 
the  duties  of  their  miniftry  with  comfort  and 
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.  eafe>  a  fum  equal  tofve  pounds  lierling  an- 
nually. 

From  the  rife  in  the  price  of  graiii  oif  <heal» 
of  which  the  livings  of  the  clergy  are  chiefly 
compofed,  and  from  additional  ftipends  grant- 
ed at  different  times  by  the  heritors  of  the 
pariflies,  the  average  amount  of  livings  has 
rifen  to  eighty  pounds  per  annum.  The  num« 
her  of  clergymen  that  are  fettled  upon  the 
prelbyterian  eftablifhment  (exclufive  of  mif- 
fionaries  and  fedtaries)  is  nine  hundred  or  up- 
wards; cJonfequently,  the  whole  annual  ex- 
pence  of  the  eftablifhed  national  clergy  is  only 
72,000!.  or  thereabouts. 

Though  eighty  pounds  per  annum  founds 
high  when  compared  to  five  pounds,  the  ori- 
ginal flipend,  yet  thofc  who  have  experienced 
the  expence  of  houfe-kecping  and  families, 
muft  allow,  that  this  income  is  very  difpro- 
tioned  to  the  expence  of  a  fifteen  year's  educa- 
cation,  the'difburfements  of  a  family,  and  the 
rank  which  that  family  holds  in  fociety. 

tiuch  is  the  condition  of  the  clergy  of  Scot- 
land in  general;  but  however  difcouraging  the 
fmail  pittance  of  eighty  pounds  may  appear 
in  the  eyes  of  anEnglifhman,  it  would  be  con- 
sidered in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  as  an 
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extraordinary  fum.  Here,  the  ftipends  do  not 
exceed  fifty  pounds  upon  an  average,  and  even 
of  thefe  livings,  the  number  is  very  few. 

The  Highlands,  before  the  reformation, 
was  well  provided  both  in  churches  and 
clergymen,  as  appears  from  hiftorical  records, 
as  well  as  the  numerous  veftiges  of  fmall  re- 
ligious houfes,  which  every  traveller  perceives 
upon  the  mainland,  and  the  iflands. 

Since  the  reformation,  many  buildings  have 
been  erafed,  and  the  materials  applied  to  other 
purpofes;  fome  are  mouldering  away  with  time, 
and  the  number  of  parifties  has  been  greatly 
contrafted  j  infomuch  that  their  general  extent 
is  now  from  twenty  to  forty  miles  in  length. 

As  thefe  parifhes  confift  chiefly  of  moors, 
bogs,  and  extenfive  ridges  of  mountains,  co- 
vered through  a  great  part  of  the  year  with 
(how,  and  divided  by  almoft  impaflable  tor- 
rents that  fall  into  large  bays  or  lochs,  (both  of 
which  muil  generally  be  crofled,)  the  fatigues 
and  inconveniences  to  the  clergy,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty,  as  well  as  to  their  hearers, 
cannot  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  have  not 
feen  thefe  countries. 

But  the  cafe  is  ftill  worfe  where  a  parifli  is 
compofed  partly  of  the  mainland,  and  partly 
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iflands.    Under  fuch  circumftances,  both  the. 
preachers  and  the  hearers,  befides  the  difficulty 
of  travelHng  over  mountains  and  moraffes,  have 
to  embark  in  open  boats,  and  encounter  the 
main  ocean  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  to 
preach  or  hear  in  their  wet  clothes,  and  in  places 
which  barely  give  Ihclter  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  elements.    His  late  Majefty,  in  order  to 
mitigate  the  hardfliips  of  both  clergy  and  peo- 
ple, granted  loooh  per  annum,  to  be  paid  in 
falaries  of  from  25I.  to  35I.  annually,  to,  a» 
number  of  miffionaries  or  itinerant  clergymen,, 
whofe, office  is    to   preach  at   Hated  times, 
within  certain  limits  or  diftrid^.     This  fiim 
has   been  continued  by  his  ptefent  Majefty. 
It  is  under  the  management  of  the  minifters  of: 
Edinburgh,  and  other  clergymen,  who  are  de-: 
nominated  **  the  Committee  for  managing  the 
Royal  Bounty  for  the  Reformation  oj  the  High* 
lands  and  the  JJlands  in  Scotland.^* 

This  bounty,  however  laudable  the  defign, 
is  produ<fliv?  of  fuch  inconveniences  and  hard- 
fhips  to  thofe  who  receive  it,  as  refleft  dif- 
grace  on  a  civilized  nation.  A  number  of 
men,  who  have  devoted  the  early  period  of 
theirjives  to  fuch  ftudies  as  might  qualify  them 
for  the  miniftry,  are  obliged  at  laft  to  accept 
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of  25I.  per  annum,  and  often  with  a  vttf 
flender  profpc6t  of  rifing  to  30  or  35I. 

For  this  trifling  fum,  they  muft  attend  rigid-' 
ly,  and  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  to  their  duty* 
They  muft  be  punctually  at  the  places  ap- 
pointed for  preaching,  on  the  days  and  hours 
fixed  by  the  Committee  at  Edinburgh,  under 
the  penalty  of  being  difcharged  from  their 
offices.    They  muft  fet  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  travel  on  foot  for  a  number  of  miles, 
among  almoft  impaflable  defarts,  frequently 
under  violent  winds,  rains,   fnow  or  haiL 
When  they  come  to  large  waters  or  ferries, 
they  arc  at  the  mercy  of  the  people  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  unlefs  they  fliall  previoufly 
agree  to  give  an  exorbitant  price  (efpecially  if 
the  ferrymen  happen  to  be  Roman  Catholics) 
in  proportion  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  the    dangers  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
torrents,    they  muft   walk  farther,  till  they 
come  to  a  ford  in  the  river,  or  until  they  have 
got  round  the  head  of  a  bay.    When  they 
arrive  at  the  field  appointed  for  preaching, 
they  find  the  poor  people  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  with  themfelves;    drenched  with  wet, 
fhivering   with    cold,  and   alike  expofcd  to 
all  the  inclemencies  of  weather  during  the 
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lime  of  fervice,  and  on  their  journey  back  to 
their  comfortlefs  huts. 

The  miffionary  repeats  the  journey  of  the 
morning;  ftruggles  to  get  under  covering  during 
daylight;,  and  in  tJiis  manner  he  performs  his 
minifterial  duty,  from  one  year  to  another. 

I  had  often  mminated  on  this  fubjedt,  and 
having,  in  my  laft  Journey,  exprefled  a 
wifh  that  the  extreme  hardfhips  of  the  Mif- 
iionaries  might  reach  the  royal  ear,  or  thofe 
in  power,  I  have,  in  confequence,  been  favour- 
ed with  the  following  letter,  figned  by  three 
Miflionaries,  with  a  further  confirmation  of 
the  fadls  ftated  therein,  figned  by  four  efta- 
bliflied  Minifters  of  the  Prelbytery  where  theft 
Miflionaries  officiate. 

"  Sir,   In  confequence  of  the  converfation 

we  had  in ,  concerning  the  fituation  of 

Miflionaries  in  the  Highlands,  we  whofe 
names  are  fubfcribed  to  this,  all  of  us  Mif- 

fionaries  in  the  Prefbytcry  of ,  avail 

ourfelves  of  the  liberty  which  you  then  was 
pleafed  to  grant  me,  of  laying  before  you  a 
general  ftate  of  our  miflions,  which,  we  be- 
lieve, may  be  confidered  as  the  ftate  of  all 
the  miflions  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

"  The  extent  of  oiir  miflions,    from  one 
extreme  to  another,   is  from  twelve  to  near 
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twenty  mUcs;  in  many  places,  with  not  a 
veftige  of  a  foot  path  ta  direct  the  line  of  road 
over  ftupendous  mountains  and  rapid  rivers, 
without  bridges,  and  often  impaiTable.  Beiides 
extenfive  bays  and  arms  of  the  fca,  without 
Hated  ferries  or  other  methods  of  paflage,  cx-^ 
cept  by  hiring  boats  at  fuch  exorbitant  rates 
as  ill  fuit  the  income  of  Miffionaries,  which 
is  only  from  a^  to  30I.  a  year;  without  any 
other  emolument,  dwelling-houfe,  pafturc  or 
tillage;  arid  that  in  a  country,  where,  from 
the  want  of  markets,  many  neceflaries  are 
high  priced,  and  difHcult  to  be  obtained  4 

*•  Not  having  the  convenience  of  preaching 
houfes,  (a  very  few  only  excepted)  we  are 
obliged  to  preach  in  the  open  air,  expofed  to 
the  heat  in  fummer,  and  in  winter  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather;  generally  in  wet 
clothes,  and  fometimes  without  the  benefit 
of  neceflary  refrelhments,  which  render  thefe 
miffions  extremely  troublefome,  dangerous, 
and  prejudicial  to  health.  The  very  expencd 
of  clothes  ajnd  linens,  in  fuch  fituations,  is  as 
inconceivable  as  infupportable. 

"  It  will  readily  occur  to  Mr.  Knox, 
that  the  chief  mode  of  redrcfs  will  be  an 
addition  to  the  prefent  falaries  of  the  miffion- 
aries, with  a  fmall  allowance  for  dwelling 
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and  preaching  houfes,  &c.     If  a  more  parti-- 
cular  ftatc  of  each  miilion  be  thought  necef- 
farjr,  we  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give 
every  information  in  our  power/* 

"  T^hat  the  above  reprefentation  offaBs  is 
**  genuine  and  pointedly  fet  fort b  ;  and  that  the 
**  redrefs  hinted  at  will  have  the  highejl  ten^ 
**  dency  to  promote  both  the  religious  and  civil 
**  interejls  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  in  ge^ 
"  neral^  is  certified  and  attejled  by.^* — = — 

While  the  Proteftant  clergy  have  neither 
dwelling-houfes  nor  places  to  preach  in,  thofe 
of  the  Catholic  perfuafion  in  the  Highlands 
have  both,  and  which  are  kept  in  excellent  re- 
pair. On  one  eftate  only,  there  are  feven  priefts 
and  a  Bifhop,  who,  befides  the  contributions 
from  their  hearers,  have  a  fmall  allowance 
from  the  church  of  Rome.  ^ 

The  above  propofal  does  riot,  however, 
appear  to  be  adequate  to  the  importance  of 
the  fubjedt,  or  to  the  magnitude  of  the  redrefs 
which  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  of  that  country, 
and  of  the  clergy  requires.  To  effedt  a  ra* 
dical  cure,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  increafe 
the  number  of  parilhes,  by  dividing  thofe 
of  the  greateft  extent  into  two  or  three,  agree- 
ably to  the  old  divifions,  or  otherwife,  as 
circumftances  may  point  out. 

la  By 
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By  this  means,. a  number  of  miffionairies 
would  be  no  longer  ncceffaiy»  and  the  pre- 
fent  falaries  of  every  two  miflbnaries  would 
maintain  one  parifh  miniftcr. 

Thefc  falaries,  however,  even  were  the 
whole  order  of  miflionaries  abolilhed,  would 
not  be  fufEcient  to  fupport  the  additional  mi- 
nifters,  which  the  ftate  of  that  country  and 
the  ifles  require,  and  may  be  computed  at 
fifty  or  upwards:  Whereas  the  royal  bounty 
could  fupport  only  twenty. 

In  confequence  of  this  fubdiviiion  of 
pariihes,  another  expcnce  would  be  incur- 
red in  erefting  churches,  dwelling-houfes> 
and  offices  for  the  minifters,  amounting  to 
500I.  at  the  loweft  calculation  for  each  pa- 
rifh; or  25,000!.  for  the  whole. 

But,  as  it  is  much  eafier  to  form  plans,  than 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  I  have  at  different 
times  attempted  to  make  out  a  rough  draft  ol 
the  loweft  expence  that  would  be  requifite 
for  the  various  objedls  innumerated  in  this 
addrefs. 

Upon  the  fuppofition  that  no  room  fliall  be 
left  for  jobbing,  and  that  every  department 
fhall  be  conduced  with  judgment,  and  a  ftrid 
regard  to  frugality,  about  500,000!.  would,  I 
believe,  complete  the  whole:    of  this  fum, 
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the  cdnftrudlng  of  harbours  for  the  benefit  of    , 
general  navigation,  would   require  the  moft 
confiderable  part.    And  it  afforded  a  pleafing 
refledion,  when  it  occurred,  that  objeds  of 
fuch  magnitude,  .and  fo  effentially  neceflary  to 
the  profperity  and  fccurity  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
could  be  carried  into  effed  without  laying  any 
additional  burdens  on  the  induftry  of  the  peo- 
ple :~-An  unfelt  contribution,  and  that  for 
tv/Q  years  only,  upon  one  fpecies  of  luxury, 
in  a  country  where  luxuries  are  boundleft, 
would  effedually  complete  all  the  conftituent 
parts  of  the  dcfign. 

Still  more  agreeable,  was  the  confideration 
which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  afforded, 
for  the  profecution  of  internal  improvements. 

The  nation  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

Commerce  and  navigation  are  flourifhing 
beyond  example,  in  the  Britifh  annals. 

Immenfe  wealth  is  pouring  in  from  both 
the  Indiesl 

Manufadures  are  making  a  rapid  progrefs 
both  in  extent  and  variety. 
.  Villages  are  rifing  to  the  magnitude  of 
towns;  while  the  towns  are  vying  with  cities. 
.  And,  as  a  conclufion  to  the  huppy  period, 
doitteftic  tranquillity  pervades  the  liland  from 
one  end  to  the  other. 

^But, 
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But,  ihould  it  be  alledged  by  fotnc,  that  no 
moxiey  from  whatever  channel  it  may  arifc, 
can  be  fpared  from  the  public  fcrvice;  it  may 
Jbe  anfwered  with  great  propriety,  that,  as  the 
fecurity,  and  the  permanency  of  thefe  bleffings 
depend  chiefly  on  the  ftrength  of  the  Britifli 
navy,  all  other  confiderations,  however  im-^ 
portant  they  may  appear,  fhould  give  way 
to  that  objeiSt.  The  indifpenfible  neceffity 
of  railing  a  greater  nurfery  of  feamen  than  was 
neceflary  in  former  times,  will  appear  from  the 
following  ftatement  of  the  progreflive  increafe 
of  men,  employed  in  the  navy  from  the  revo-. 
lution  in  1688,  when  England  and  Holland 
entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  of  mutual  defence, 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1782. 

The  war  which  commenced  in  1689,  employed  45,000 

-""^  1702,     41,000 

""""""  ^~"         — "•       *74o>    60,000     : 

"■"^  ^7559    70,000 

'     ""~   ^         — •—         •       1775*    '  110,000 

The  late  change  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
France  from  military  to  naval  exertions,  and 
the  powerful  acquifition  of  the  Dutch  navy 
to  that  of  France  and  Spain,  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, require  200,000  men  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain;  and  when  we  recoiled  the  op- 
preffions,  the  difficulties,  delays,  difappoint- 
ments,  and  heavy  expences  in  augmenting  the 

navy. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(     clxvii     ) 

navy,  from  41  to  110,000  men  fince  the  he^ 
ginning  of  the  prefent  century,  it  is  evident 
to  a  demonftration,  that  not  only  the  protedtion 
of  our  trade  and  colonies  depends  chiefly  upon 
a  proportionable  inCrcafe  of  feamen  by  means 
of  the  northern  filheries,  but  alfo  the  defence 
of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  which,  were  it  invaded 
by  the  conjunct  force  of  thofe  powers,  would 
receive  a  Ihock  fatal  to  public  credit,  and  to 
every  department  of  which  that  credit  is  the  . 
main  fpring. 

The  unremitting  exertions  of  Frante,  in  the 
number  and  magnitude  of  her  fhips  ;  her  un- 
exampled encouragement  to  the  European  and 
American  fifheries;  her  very  cxpenfive  at- 
tempts to  force  a  harbour  for  the  royal  navy 
oppofite  to  the  coaft  of  England,  and  her  well 
known  difpofition  for  weakening  the  power 
and  the  influence  of  Great  Britain,  leave 
no  roonl  to  doubt  that  fpme  great  defign, 
aided  by  confederate  ftates,  may  one  day 
come  upon  us  like  a  thunder-bolt,  unlefs  wc 
Jhall  be  prepared  to  avert  the  ftorm,  by  having 
always  in.readinefs  200,000  feamen  on  whom 
we  can  depend,  when  wanted  for  immediate  ' 
fervice. 

The  infular  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  renders  them  vulnerable  on  every  fid^. 
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fdobg  a  coafl  of  3000  miles,  lined  for  th? 
greateft  part  with  unprotedted  towns,  fhip- 
ping,  dock-yards,  and  valuable  merchandize* 
It  would  be  impoflible  to  defend  fuch  an  ex-» 
feniive  coaft  by  any  other  means  than  a  power- 
ful navy,  which  will  always  command  refped:, 
keep  the  enemy  at  a  diftance,  divide  theii; 
force,  and  perplex  their  councils. 

Extending  the  fifhcrics,  conftrufting  har- 
bours and  dock-yards,  and  otherways  improv- 
ing the  fea  coafts  o^  the  kingdom,  will  alfo 
fiicilitate  the  equipment  of  fleets  upon  fudden 
emergencies,  whiph  hitherto  have  been  ob- 
flmdked  from  the.  combinations,  and  the  fear- 
city  of  coopers  and  fhip  carpenters;  and  pof- 
fibly  by  means  of  bribery  from  internal  fac- 
tions, oi  foreign  enemies. 

It  may  be  remembered,  that  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  lail  war,  the  fitting  out  of 
the  royal  navy  was  retarded  through  the  com- 
binations of  carpenters,  and  that  the  mercantile 
fleets  were  detained  by  fimilar  agreements 
among  the  coopers;  though  at  the  fame  time, 
the  journeymen  coopers  on  the  Thames  were 
receiving  fifteen  Uiillings  per.  day  for  their 
labour. 

In  1776,  when  a  body  of  troops  were  to 
embark  at  Greenock,  for  diftant  fervice,  the . 

whole 
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whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  coiild  riot  fuMilh 
coopers  for  fitting  out  and  vidualling  the 
tianfports,  which  wcrfc  confequchtly  detained 
till  coopers  arrived  firotti  different  ports  in 
England^ 

J^«t  to  the  gredt  objcd:  of  nival  ftrength^ 
that'  would  be  derived  from  thefe  nortKem 
impiovements,  I  might  mention  tibc  in- 
tresdC'of  population,  which  .would  give  adt 
ditiotial  force  to  the  center  df  die  tmfiiKt  mr 
creafe  the  public  revenue,  and  ej^nd  the  de« 
lAands  for  Engli^  produce  and  nlanu&iftuUcs* 

In  1696,  was  eftabliflied  in  England;  di^ 
office  of  Infpeitor  General  of  the  value  of 
Exports  and  Imports  to  and  from  all  psrts  o£ 
the  world  ;  and  in  1 697,  the  general  amount 
of  exports  was  found  to  be  3 >5 25, 906;  of 
which  Were  fent  to  Scotland  annually,  upon  an 
average  of  years  between  1 696  and  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  the  .value  0/65,345!* 

Between  the  year  1707  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  laft  war,  the  exports  to  Scotland 
had  gradually  rifen  to  3,ooo,oool.  The  war 
gave  a  check  to  the  commerce  of  that  coimtry*, 
'and  confequently  the  exports  from  England 
were  greatly  reduced*  By  the  reftoration  of  Ihip 
building,  and  the  carrying  trade,  to  Great  Bri* 

m  tain; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(    clxx    ) 

fain;  by  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  tnanunt^tkres* 
and  the  increafing  wealth  of  individuals;  in  the 
Lowlands  cf:  Scotland,  fince  the  year  1782,  the 
exports  from  England  to  that  country  arc 
now  as  high  as  ever.  From  thefe  calculations 
it'appearsi  that  the  exports  to  Scotland  in  the 
courfe  of  80  years,  have  ihcrcafcd  thirty^^foW^ 
arid  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  money  fpent 
by  the  Scottifli  nobility  ajid  gctitry  in  Enghu>4 
within  tjie  fame  period,  has  increafcd  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  one# 

Infumming  up  the  benefits  derived  from 
Scotland,  they  confift  of 

Exports  in  grain,  coals,  fait,  mantJ&aures  of  J  ^^^^^^^ 

every  dcfcription,  teas,  Ea^ft  India  goods    -     S 
'Rcmitt^ce#  of  rents  to  the  Scottifli  nobility  and  J  ^^ 

gentry  refiding  in  England    ------  3 

Money  fpent  by  traders  and  other  peribns,  in  ^ 

their  periodical  joumies  to  London;  alfo  re-V    100,000 
jnitt^nces  from  boiirdinj  fchopls  and  academics  ) 

2,6oo,oeo 

Were  the  Highlands,  the  Hebride  Ifles,  and 
other  parts  of  Scotland  brought  forward  into 
theline.of  aaion,  by  wTiich  the  inhabitants 
would  be  raifed  from  idlenefs  and  extreme 
indigence,  to  h&bits  of  adtive  induftry,  and  a 
mediocrity  of  fortune,  thefe  hitherto  neglefted 
and  ufelefs  diftridts  would  become  a  valuable 
acquifition  to  the  merchants,  traders,  and 
manufadurers  of  England,  whofe  riders  would 
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^nknite  ^irith  <bfeif/ampla?  io  the  moil  rc^' 
mote  glens ;  and  cruize  from  ifland  to  ifland, 
MgutUefs  of  the  xvaves,  -  or  whatever iteod  iq, 
liic  way  between  thfem  and  their  cuftomers. 
k  The  income  or  wealth  of  Scotland,  whether 
arifing  from  Tural  improvements,  the  indufcy 
and  tempefahce  of  the  people,  or  its  commer-i 
cial  baUam:es  iram  foreign  couiitries,  center^ 
aiid  ever  Will,  center  in  Ei^and. 

This  coufitrjr  may,  thenefore,  confider  Scot- 
land as  its  principal  mart,  and  the  landed 
property  of  that  kingdom  as  an  inexhauftible 
mine;  from  which  channels  flow  a  permanent 
flux  of  fpecie,  with  this  peculiar  circumftance 
in  favour  of  thefe  fources,  that  they  require 
no  fleets  and  armies,  no  wafle  of  lives,  and 
of  millions,  to' defend  or  protedt. 

From  that  country,  therefore,  England  de- 
rives every  poflible  benefit,  negative  any  pofi- 
tive;  and  which,  by  means  of  the  local  aids 
that  have  been  fo  frequently  mentioned  in 
thefe  fheets,  would  accumulate  beyond  con* 
ception:  for  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  Scotland  lies  in  a  ftatc 
of  nature;  that  other  diftrids  admit  of  farther 
improvement;  and  that  the  manufadlurcs  and 
commerce  of  the  kingdom  are  moftly  limited 
to  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  the  Forth,  and  the 
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•JRay/  with  *a  xwrrow  flipufiort  the  Eftfteai 
coaft.  .  '  '     : 

i:' When  a- rfpttitvof,  trade,  and  itnpio^^ 
ments  fhall  become  more  univerfal,  pervading 
every  ih(M'y  and< every  valley  of  the  nation; 
wHeii  the  £fherbfi. fhall  be  better  imderftookii 
and  the  Goafirfnead'ered  acccflible  to  veiTels'  of 
ev^de&riptionv  and  in' all  kinds  of  weather^ 
Britain  will  fihd>aift6mers  within  itielfa  fuf« 
fideilPtb'employ  a  million  of  people*. 


y    i'^ 
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H  I  G  H  L  A  N  D  S,  &c. 

JOURNEY  FROM  LONDON  TO  EDINBURGH,  ANIT 
FROM  THENCE    TO  OBAN  IN  ARGVLESHIRE* 

THERE  are  three  main  roads  which 
lead  from  London  to  Edinburgh,*  viz. 

MiUi 

By  Berwick,  on  the  eaft,  -- 388 

—Wooler,  in  the  center,  * 378 

.— Carlifle,  on  the  weft, 396 

The  counties  and  principal  towns  between^ 
London  and  Edinburgh,  by  the  Berwick- 
road,  are. 

Principal  Xoze;«i, 
Middlefex, 
Hertfordfhire,  > 

Bedfordfhire, 

A  .  ' 

•  Seethe  View  of  the  Britifli  Empire,.  3d  edit.  556. 
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Northumberland,      L 
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Principal  'ToWns4 
Huntingdonfhire, 
Northamptonfliirc,^ 
Rutlindfhire, 

Lincolnfhire,  Stamford^  Crantham* 

Nottinghamftiire,  ....  Newark.    - 

Yorklhire,   Doncafter,  York.* 

Bifhoprick  of  Dur-7  p^y^g^^^  j5^^^^^^ 

ham,  3 

Newcastle,   Mor- 
peth, Abiwick. 
The  Merfe,  on  the-s 

north  fide  of  the  I  Berwick;. 
Tweed  in  Scotland,   j 

Haddingtonfhirei  or  7  Dunbar,  Hadding- 
Eaft  Lothian,  3      ton. 

'S'ffi:.  I  EDINBURGH. 

The  middle  road  ftrikes  off  at  Morpeth, 
286  miles  from  London,  and  croflfes  the 
Tweed  at  Coldftream,  or  Kelfo,  fome  miles 
weft  from  Berwick;  from  thence  it  paiTes 
through  the  Merfe  and  Mid  Lothian  to  Edin- 
burgh. 

*  York  lies  on  the  left  of  the  great  north  road  j  but  the 
extra  journey  between  Feny  Bridge,  where  the  York  road 
turns  off  the  main  road,  and  Northallerton,  where  thefii 
roads  again  unjte,  is  ^y  tight  miles. 
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llie  great  weft  road  byCarlifle,  is  branched 
out  into  four  principal  divifions,  viz. 
The  road  by  Leeds, 

i—i,i4-  Derby, 

; Coventry, 

..;.... i Birminghanii 

The  firft  turns  off  the  main  eaft  road  at 
Ferry-Bridge,  175  miles  from  London,  and 
paffes  through  Leeds,  Harrowgate,  Rich- 
mond, and  Penrith. 

.  The  fecond  leads  through  St.  Albans, 
Northampton,  Derby,  Buxton,  Manchefter, 
Prefton,  Lancafter,  Kendal,  and  Penrith. 

Thofe  who  take  the  fo.uthern  roads,  pafs 
through  Oxford,  Coventry,  and  Litchfield,  to 
Manchefter  I  or  they  may  proceed  to  that 
place  by  Oxford,  Warwick,  and  Birmingham. 
The  difference  in  miles,  by  thefe  four  roads 
.  to  Carlifle,  is  very  inconfiderable  3  and  it  has 
been  determined  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  nor-* 
them  counties,  that  no  fradtions,  or  parts 
of  a  mile,  fhall  be  demanded  of,  or  paid  by 
thofe  who  travel  in  poft-chaifes. 

I  fet  out  by  the  laft  mentioned  road  foj:* 

Carlifle,  and  from  thence,  through  Annan, 

Dumfries,  and  Moffat,  to  Edinburgh.     The 

people  of  Birmingham  were  then  fully  em- 

A  12,  ^  ployed. 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ  IC 


(    4    ) 

ployed,  in  confequence,  as  they  faid,  of  large 
orders  from  France.  In  a  fhort  time  after, 
the  effects  of  the  treaty  then  negociating, 
reached  Manchefter  and  the  whole  maau* 
fafturing  county  of  Lancafter, 

The  comparative  dimenfions  of  Birming- 
ham and  Manchefter  are  at  prefent  difputed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns.  Both  of 
them  are  poffeffedof  an  old  and  a  new  town. 
The  new  ftreets  are  numerous,  extenfive,  and 
elegant ;  the  public  buildings  are  magnifi- 
cent. The  inhabitants  in  each  town  are  fup- 
pofed  to  exceed  40,000.       >  . 

Manchefter  is  fituated  in  the  great  manu- 
fafturing  coimty  of  Lancafter,  and  forms  a 
center  where  the  weftem  roads  unite.  From 
thenee  the  road  to  Carlifle  is  almoft  due 
north,  and  agreeably  diverfificd  with  hill 
and  dale. 

Within  an  hour's  ride,  after  leaving  Carlifle, 
the  Solway  Firth  appears.  This  great  bay 
divides  the  two  kingdoms  on  the  weft. 
The  river  Elk  rifes  in  Scotland,  and  falls  in- 
to the  head  of  the  bay  at  Longtown. 

SCOTLAND. 

Soon  after  eroding  the  bridge  over  the  Elk 
at  Longtown,  a  ftriking  contraft  is  obferva- 

blc 
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ble  in  the  appearance  of  the  country,  of  the 
people,  and  of  the  cattle,  upon  the  two  oppo- 
fite  Ihores  of  the  Solway  Firth.  From  Long^ 
town  to  Dumfries  weft  ward,  a  track  of  thirty 
miles,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  north-, 
ward,  the  country  confifts  in  fome  parts  of  a 
a  dead  flat,  at  other  parts,  of  gentle  rifings, 
the  whole  capable  of  very  great  improve- 
ment ;  but  which,  at  prefent,  exhibits  a  pic- 
ture of  dreary  folitude,  of  finoaky  hovels, 
naked,  ill  cultivated  fields,  lean  cattle,  and 
9  dejefted  people,  without  manufaftures, 
trade,   or  (hipping, 

Dumfries  is  s  handfome  fmall  town;  it 
was  formerly  a  place  of  trade,  and  the  capi- 
tal port  on  the  Solway  Firth,  which  was 
lined  with  little  trading  towns.  At  prefent 
the  trade  of  this  extenfiye  coaft  fcarccly  de-.- 
ferves  a  name ;  and  though  herrings  gene- 
rally fet  in  about  the  month  of  September 
every  feafon,  upon  the  Scqttifli  fide,  the  prin- 
cipjil  fiihery  is  carried- on  by  people  from 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  Cumberland. 

The  herrings  are  fmall,   but  good  i  they 
?ure  taken  by  fixed  nets,  while  tl^e  tide  is  mak- 
ing.   This  fifhery  might  be  carried  to  a 
great  extent  ^  but  the  fallacious  allurements 
A3  of 
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of  fmuggling,  the  l^te  reftri6lions  on  the 
fifheries,  and  other  caufes,  have  impove-. 
rifb|d  the  people,  and  ruined  their  ports. 

The  country  around  Dumfries  is  in  high 
cultivation,  but  thefe  appearances  foon  va- 
nifh,  as  we  advance  towards  Moffat,  It  has 
been  affirmed^  that  while  thefe  fouthern 
countries  remain  under  ftri6l  entails,  while 
they  are  no  longer  frequented  by  the  proprie- 
tors, but  left  folely  to  the  management  of 
fa£tor«  orftewards,  all  the  feeble  efforts  of  a 
poor  commonalty  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
great  objeft  of  internal  improvement,  in  a 
country  where  lime  is  fcarce,  and  where  coals 
are  burdened  with  a  high  duty,  befides  a 
water  and  a  land  carriage,  proportioned  to 
the  diftance  of  e^ch  diftrift  from  the  Solway 
Firth* 

Moffat,  afmall  town,  lies  tw^enty-one  miles 
from  Dumfries,  and  has  long  been  noted  for 
its  Ipas ',  on  which  account  it  is  much  fre- 
quented in  the  fummer  feafon.  The  coun- 
try northwards  becomes  almoft  entirely  pafto- 

ral. 

^  The  coals  arc  brought  from  Whitehaven  and  Work- 
ngton.  The  duty  and  expences  of  {hipping  and  landing 
exceed  fix  Ihillings  the  chaldron,  bcfides  freight;  and  iri 
•piany  parts,  a  land  carriage  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles, 
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ral.  The  lands  rife  to  lofty  mountainsi  from 
one  of  which  iffues  the  Annan,  which  falls 
into  the  Solway  Firth  below  the  fmall  toyvrn 
of  Annan  -,  the  Tweed,  which,  after  matiy 
Terpentine  windings,  divides  England  and 
Scotland  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  falls  into  the 
German  fea  at  Berwick;  the  Clyde,  famous 
for  its  commerce,  its  manufa6liires,  the  in- 
duftry  of  its  inhabitants,,  and  the  number  of 
its  towns,  namely,  Hamilton,  Glasgow, 
Paifley,  Dunbarton,  Port-Glafgow,  Green- 
ock, Rothfay,  Campbeltown,  Saltcoats,  Ir- 
vine, Air,  and  Stranraer. 

The  head  of  the  Annan  rifes  at  the  edge 
of  the  road,  upon  the  right  hand  j  it  was  quite 
dry  when  I  paffed  that  way.  Half  a  mile^ 
farther,  on  the  left,  is  the  head  of  the  Tweed  j 
and  a  little  farther  is  the  head  of  the  Clyde. 

The  afcent  of  the  road  from  Moffat  to- 
wards the  fummit  of  thefe  mountains,  prp- 
fents  a  moft  extenfive  view  to  the  fouth, 
where  the  profpeft  is  bounded  by  the  moun- 
tains of  Cumberland,  whofe  appearance,  tho' 
at  a  great  diftance,  is  majeftic  and  fublime  5 
and  here  an  Engliih  traveller  t^kes  a  parting 
view  of  his  native  country. 

A  2^  \    Mn 
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Mr.  Pennant  has  done  more  than  juftice 
to  the  views  and  beauties  of  North  Britain, 
but  in  fpeaking  of  this  part  of  the  road,  he 
falls  greatly  fhprt  of  its  merits,  owing,  pro- 
bably, to  the  following  caufe :  "  But  incef- 
**  fant  rains  throughout  my  journey  from 
"  Edinburgh,  rendered  this  part  of  my  toujr 
"  both  difagreeable  and  unedifying." 

The  road  northwards  runs  for  many  miles 
along  the  weft  fide  of  the  Tw^j  the  valley 
is  called  Tweed-dale,  and  bounded  by  verdant 
downs,  rifing,  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  form  of 
pyramids,  and  covered  with  numerous  flocks 
of  fheep,  whofe  wool  is  of  fuperior  excel- 
lence, and  brings  a  high  price* 

Arrive  at  Edinburgh,  and  obferve  with 
pleafure  the  rapid  improvements  of  that  nor-r 
them  metropolis,  which  bids  fair  to  vie  in 
a  (hort  time  with  the  moft  elegant  cities  of 
Europe.* 

Edinburgh  is  fituatcd  in  SS  deg.  57  min, 
north  latitude,  and  3  deg.  14  min.  weft  lon- 
gitude from  London;  diftant  from  that  city, 

by  Berwick,  as  before obferved,  388 

Diftant  from  Dublin,  by  Port-Patrick,     268 

Diftant 

♦  See  a  general  defcription  of  Edinburgh  in  the  View  of 
the  Britifh  Empire,  page  569,  &c. 
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Diftant  from  Glafgow,  by  the  fouth  road,   44 

; by  the  north  road,  48 

Confidering  its  northern  fituation,  the  air  is^ 
mild,  and  the  foil  is  fertile,  producing  in  great 
abundance  all  the  real  neceffaries  of  life. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Edinburgh, 
the  port  of  Leith,  and  the  adjacent  villages, 
is  caltukted  at  ioo>ooo.  It  is  well  iupplied 
with  hotels  for  the  conveniency  of  ftrangera 
who  refort  to  this  feat  of  learning,  elegance, 
and  polite  amufements .  The  inhabitants  are 
courteous,  obliging,  open,  hofpitable,  and 
well  inclined  to  the  bottle,  owing,  it  may 
be  fuppofed,  to  their  focial  difpofitions  and 
the  excellence  of  their  wines. 

Strangers  who  come  to  this  place  from 
motives  of  health  or  amufement,  generally 
vifit  Glafgow,  Loch  Lomond,  and  Inveraray, 
on  the  weft;  or  Perth,  Dunkeld,  Blaif,  and 
Taymouth,  on  the  north.  Many  gentlemen 
vifit  all  thefe  places ;  and  this  is  called  Tbi 
Short  Tour  ^Scotland,  It  may  alfo  be 
ttrmed' the  Jhort  way  to  healthy  ^iritSy  ami 
vigour* 

The  journey  which  I  propofed  to  myfelf 
admitted  of  no  xielay ;  I  therefore  fet  out  by 
the  way  of  Stirling,  an  ancient  royal  bo* 

rough, 
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rough,  fituated  on  the  river  Forth,  at  thtf 
diftance  of  thirty-fix  miles  north- weft  from 
Edinburgh*  Stirling  was  anciently  the  feat 
of  kings,  who  refided  on  a  lofty  rock  called 
the  Caftle-  A  part  of  the  old  palace  ftill 
remains,  and  is  now  inhabited  by  the  comr 
manding  officer  of  agarrifon,  which  is  gene- 
rally compofed  of  invalids,  A  comparatively 
modern  palace  was  built  here  by  James  V. 
and  is  occupied  at  prefent  as  barracks  for 
thegarrifon.  The  parliament-houfe  is  i2q 
feet  in  length,  and  was  of  a  proportionable 
height.  When  I  firft  faw  this  building,  the 
roof  was  entire  i  when  I  faw  it  a  fecond  time* 
a  part  of  the  roof  was  bare;  and  in  my  laft 
journey,  the  whole  roof  was  demoliflied. 
The  timbers  were  oak,  ornamented  with 
carved  work,  and  a  great  variety  of  figures, 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain ;  as 
alfo  many  infcriptions  in  a  charaftcr  refem- 
bling  the  Hebrew,  I  do  not  find  that  the 
Antiquarian  Societies  at  Edinburgh  havQ 
paid  much  attention  to  thofe  ancient  re- 
mains. Some  of  the  carved  figures  have, 
however,  been  fent  to  Lord  Hales,  The 
9ge  of  the  old  palace,  and  the  parliaments 
houfe,  ijs  unknown. 

In 
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In  the  chapel,  which  is  of  confiderable  an-» . 
tiquity,  there  is  a  boat  that  goes  upon  wheels, 
defigt^ed,  probably,  for  the  amufementof  the 
foyal  children.  In  the  fame  place  are  kept 
wooden  models  of  the  four  principal  c^es 
in  Scotland. 

The  inhabitants  of  Stirling  have,  with 
great  tafte  and  judgement,  planted  a  fteep 
declivity,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  thecaftle,  with 
various  kinds  of  trees  and  (hrubs,  through 
which  there  is  a  moft  retired  fhady  walk,  A 
track  of  level  ground,  beneath  this  d?clivityi 
formed  the  royal  gardens,  of  which  fome  ve-  ' 
ftiges  ftill  remain. 

The  views  from  the  caftle  fcarcely  yield  in 
foft  luxuriancy  to  the  moft  admired  fccne^ 
ry  in  Italy.  The  river  Forth  glides,  in  nur 
merous  beautiful  meanders,  through  a  rich,  a 
populous,  and  a  highly  cultivated  country, 
ornamented  with  plantations  and  gentlemen^ 
feats. 

This  fine  track  is  bounded  on  the  northr 
eaft  by  lofty  verdant  downs,  called  the  Ochil 
Hills ;  beyond  which,  the  Grampian  Moun- 
tains clofe  the  diftant  profpeft.  Thefe  moun- 
tains begin  at  the  edge  of  Loch  Lomond  on 
die  weft,  and  run  in  a  north-eaft  dircftion 
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to  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen.  They  formed  a 
ftrong  natural  barrier  againft  all  invaders. 
By  means  of  thefe,  the  ancient  Caledonians 
refilled,  with  wonderful  courage  and  perfeve- 
rance,  the  whole  force  of  the  Roman  arms 
in  Britain,  during'^  period  of  neariy  four 
centuries. 

Towards  thefe  mountains  I  once  again  took 
my  direction  from  Stirling,  leaving  the  more 
fouthern  part  of  the  {iighlands  to  be  vifited 
after  my  return;  a  joiimey  pf  no  extent^ 
danger,  or  difficulty,  compared  to  that  im- 
mediately before  me,  which  fpquired  both 
good  weather  and  a  long  day. 

The  firft  ftage  was  fixteen  miles,  through 
a  level,  and  not  unpleafant  country,  to  Calen^ 
dar,  a  neat  village,  finely  fituated* 

At  fome  diftange  from  Stirling,  that  great 
and  good  man.  Lord  Kaims,  fet  his  coun- 
trymen an  example  in  rural  improvements, 
which  few  of  them  have  y?t  been  able  to 
cquaH 

About  half  way  to  Calends,  at  another 
village  called  Down,  there  is  a  large  ancient 
caftle,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Moray. 
From  thence  the  road  is  enUvened  by  the 
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fiver  Teith,  which  at  Calendar  is  extremely 
beautiful. 

This  river,  and  fome  inland  lakes,  fupply 
the  country  with  falmon  and  trout.  The  fal- 
mon  are  chaced  out  of  the  lakes  by  pike  >  and 
having  thus  efcaped  one  enemy,  they  fall  foon 
into  the  fnares  of  another,  and  are  caught 
by  nets  as  well  as  the  rod. 

The  diftance  from  Calendar  to  Loch  Eamc . 
head  is  fourteen  miles.  After  riding  three 
miles  on  the  banks  of  the  Teith,  reach  Loch 
Lubnich,  five  miles  in  length,  where  fome  gen- 
tlemen were  fifhing  with  the  rod,  and  feveral 
country  people  with  a  boat  and  net. 

Near  this  lake  are  fome  natural  woods, 
confifting  chiefly  of  dwarf-oak,  now  a  valu- 
able article  on  account  of  the  bark,  which 
fells  at  one  fhilling  per  fl:one. 

At  the  inn,  upon  the  head  of  Loch 
Eame,  have  a  full  view  of  that  beautiful 
fheet  of  water,  which  is  eight  miles  in  length, 
and  fringed  on  both  fides  with  fmall  woods. 
From  this  lake  the  river  Eame  glides  eaft- 
ward  through  the  extenfive  and  beautiful 
valley  of  Stratheame,  anjd  falls  into  the  Tay 
ibme  miles  below  Perth. 

Killein, 
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killein,  fix  miles  from  Loch  Earnfc,  is  a 
fmall  village,  at  the  head  of  Loch  Tay.  The 
beauties  of  this  place  are  finely  delineated  hy 
Mr*  Peiinant,  whofe  enthufiafm  carries  hiiii 
fometimes  too  far.  Loch  Tay  is  fifteen  miles 
in  length,  one  in  breadth,  and  the  depth  is 
from  fifteen  to  a  hundred  fathoms .  Its  banks^ 
on  both  fides,  are  fruitful,  populous,  and  finely 
diverfified  by  the  windings  of  the  lake,  and 
the  various  appearances  of  the  mountains. 

Here  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  informed 
that  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane  intends  to  build 
a  regular  town,  nearly  upon  the  plan  pro-^ 
pofed  to  the  Britijh  Society  for  Extending  the 
Fijheries. 

The  road  from  Killein  to  Tyndrum  is  twen- 
ty miles.  It  leads  weftward  through  a  plea- 
fant  valley  called  Glen  Dochart,  and  Strath 
Fillan,  watered  by  the  Tay,  and  fhaded  in 
fome  parts  with  natural  woods. 

Tyndrum,  at  the  head  of  this  valley,  is  an 
elevated  fituation,  from  whence  iflues  the 
river  Tay,  which  takes  an  eaftern  direftion 
to  Loch  Tay,  out  of  which  it  flows  in  a  co- 
pious ftream  to  Dunkeld,  and  from  thence  to 
Perth  and  Dundee,  where  it  falls  into  the  Ger- 
man Ocean.   The  banks  of  this  river,  from  its 
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i^iirce  to  the  fea,  are  juftly  celebrated  hf 
all  admirers  of  pidlurefque  fcenery. 

A  good  inn  is  much  wanted  towards  th« 
upper  end  of  Strath  Fillan,  where  the  travel- 
ler would  be  amufed  with  the  views  of  Ben- 
more,  and  the  fcft  landfcapes  of  the  valley ; 
whereas  the  inn  at  Tyndrum  is  lituated  on  the 
fummit  of  an  unhofpitable  bleak  moor,  and 
it  is  alfo  too  far  diftant  from  the  ftages  at 
Loch  Eame  and  Killein.  The  road  from 
thefe  places  is  alfo  carried  injudicioufly  from 
one  rifing  ground  to  another,  inftead  of  being 
formed  on  a  level  with  the  waters. 

From  Tyndrum  to  Dalmally  is  twelve 
miles,  through  Glen  Lochy,  a  fine  paftoral 
ftrath,  watered  by  the  Lochy,  with  a  defcent 
almoft  the  whole  way.  The  hills  on  both 
fides,  though  remarkably  lofty,  form  agree- 
able flieep  walks.  Within  two  miles  df  Dal- 
mally, the  traveller  looks  down  at  once  upon 
apleafant  country,  which  receives  additional 
beauty  from  the  jun6lion  of  two  fl:reams, 
and  a  confiderable  Woody  ifland,  on  which 
Jftands  the  church  aad  the  parfon's  houfe. 
A  commodious  inn  at  this  place  is  rented  at 
61.  and  the  window-tax  amounts  to  4I.  los* 
This  dilproportion  arifes  from  the  well* 
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judged  munificence  of  the  pfoprietoi*,  who 
thus,  almoft  at  his  own  expence,  accommo-^ 
dates  travellers  with  decent  lodgings. 

Dalmally  is  a  fine  fituation  for  an  inland 
town.  The  adjacent  country  is  partly  ara-^- 
ble,  and  abounds  in  cattle,  fheep,  timber,  and! 
.  lime-flone.  It  is  watered  by  two  confiderable 
ftreams,  which,  at  the  diftance  of  two  milefe, 
fall  into  Loch  Awe,  afrefh-water  lake,  above 
twenty  miles  in  length,  that  might,  at  no  great 
cxpence,  be  opened  to  the  Weftem  Oce;in, 
iiear  Crinan,  the  intended  courfe  of  a  na.vi- 
gable  canal,  to  Ihorten  the  paflage  into  the 
Clyde.  Dalmally  has  alfo  the  advantages  of 
roads  of  communication  in  every  direftLon. 

From  Dalmally  to  Bunawe>  the  difl:aticc 
is  twelve  miles ;  feven  of  thefe  are  c^irried 
along  the  north  fide  of  Loch  Awre,  which, 
at  the  north  end,  is  triangular,  and  orna- 
mented with  feveral  woody  iflands.  On  one 
of  thefe  iflands  ftands  Kilchurn-Cdftle,  a 
confiderable  pile,  falling  to  ruins.  On  ano- 
ther ifland  are  the  veftiges  of  a  fortrefs  ;  and 
a  third  was  honoured  •with  a  cell  or  church. 
It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  do  jufticei  to  the 
grandeur  of  this  road,  A  ridge,  or  face  of 
mountains,  fome  miles  in  length,  rifes  from 

the 
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the  edge  of  the  lake  to  a  great  height,  and 
is  covered  v/ith  wood,  from  the  water  to  the 
,very  fummit.  The  trees  are  of  vaiious  fpe- 
cies,  vigorous,  and  many  of  them  lofty. 
The  road  rifes  gradually  from  the  water. — 
In  fome  places  it  is  cut  through  a  declivity, 
ajmoft  perpendicular,  and  on  that  account,  it 
is  fenced  by  walls,  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
frightened  traveller 

A  branch  of  the  lake,  called  Pool- Awe, 
runs  weftward,  and  empties  itfelf  at  Bu-' 
nawe,  into  a  navigable  fait- water  lake,  call- 
ed Loch  Etive,  where  it  affords  a  confidera- 
ble  fifhery  of  falmon.  Here  ends  the  Earl 
of  Breadalbane's  eftate  on  this  part  of  the 
continent,  which  extends  eaft\vard  to  Tay- 
mouth,  an4  three  miles  further.  Three  or 
four  market  towqs  would  enable  the  nu- 
merous tenantry  on  this  eftate  to  increafe 
his  lordlhip's  rentrroll  very  confiderably. 

Bunawe  is  a  ftraggling  village,  fituated  at 
the junftion  of  the  water  Awe  with  Locli 
Etive.  Here  an  Englifh  company  have  long 
carried  on  the  fmelting  bufmefs,  by  means  of 
the  woods  in  that  country,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Highlands.  This  bufmefs  has  been 
highly  beneficial  to  the  poor  natives,   who 
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find  employment,  and  good  wages,  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  work.  The  ver-r 
dant  fields,  and  other  agreeable  appearances 
on  this  little  fpot,  plainly  indicate  the  rcfi- 
dence  of  Englifhmen.  The  company  have 
alfo  built  a  pier  at  this  place. 

The  road  from  Bunawe,  by  Loch  Etive,  to 
Oban  is  lo  miles.  At  Connel,  four  miles  weft 
from  Bunawe,  a  chain  of  funk  rocks  croflis 
the  lake  almoft  from  one  fide  to  the  other, 
and  exhibits  at  half  flood  and  half  ebb,  par^ 
ticularly  the  ebb  of  fpring  tides,  a  moft  fu- 
rious cataraft  of  about  ten  feet  high,  called 
the  Falls  of  Connel. 

Four  miles  further  ftands  the  remains  of 
DunftafFnage  Caftle,  a*  feat  of  the  Scottifli 
kings,  previous  to  the  conqueft  of  the  Pifts 
in  843,  by  Kenneth  II.  and  where  the  co- 
roftation  chair  was  .kept,  till  it  was  remo- 
ved by  that  monarch  to  Scone,  near  Perth, 
where  he  fixed  his  refi^lence,  as  being  more 
centrical  for  the  purpofe  of  government. 
This  chair  remained  at  3cone  till  the  thir- 
teenth century,  when  it  was  carried  off  by 
Edward  III.  of  England  s  and  it  is  no\y  in 
.Weftminfter  Abbey, 

Some 
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Some  parts  of  an  ancient  regalia  were  pre- 
ferved  at  DunftafFnage,  till  within  the  pre- 
fent  century,  when  they  were  embezzled 
by  the  keeper's  fervants,  during  his  infirm 
years,  probably  for  the  filver  with  which 
the  articles  were  ornamented  j  and  nothing 
now  remains,  excepting  a  battle-axe,  nine 
feet  in  length,  of  beautiful  workmanlhip, 
and  ornamented  with  filver.  Mr.  Campbell, 
the  prefent  proprietor  of  Dunftafihage,  has 
alfo  in  his  poflTeflSion,  a  fmall  ivory  image  of 
a  monarch  fitting  in  his  chair,  with  a  crown 
on  his  head,  a  book  in  his  left  hand,  ari^ 
feemjngly  in  a  contemplative  mood,  as  if  he 
was  preparing  to  ta)ce  the  coronation  oath. 
His  beard  is  long  and  venerable;  his  drefs, 
particularly  his  robe  edged  with  fur,  or  er- 
mine, is  diftinftjy  reprefented.  This  figure 
was  found  among  the  ruins  of  Dunftaffhage, 
and  being  confequently  engraved  before  the 
conqueftofthe  Pifls,  it  may  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  now  in  our 
ifland.  Mr.  Pennant  has  given  an  excellent 
reprefentation  of  this  figure,  and  alfo  of  the 
caftle,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Tour  in 
Scotland,  page  354. 
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-  The  caftle  is  built  upon  a  rock,  at  the 
mouth  of  Loch  Etive,  whofe  waters  expand 
within,  to  2^  beautiful  bay  where  Ihips  may 
fafely  ride  in  all  weather.  Of  the  ancient 
building,  nothing  remains  except  the  outer 
walls,  which,  though  ropflefs,  are  ftill  it\ 
good  order. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  is  a  fmall  rooflefs  cha- 
pel,  ftruggling  againft  time  and  weather,  to 
accompany  thi3  feat  of  kings  through  ages 
yet  to  come.  Facing  the  chapel  is  a  perpen-r 
dicular  rock,  which  ends  abruptly,  and  turns 
fuddenly  to  the  fouth-eaft.  The  words  of 
of  any  perfpn  who  ftands  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion under  the  rock,  are  fmgly  and  diftinftly 
echoed  back,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  every 
-ftranger, 

The  fituation  of  this  regal  feat  was  calr 
culated  for  pleafure  as  well  as  ftrength ;  a 
proof  that  mankind,  even  in  the  rudeft 
ages  of  fpciety ,  were  more  ot  lefs  governed  by 
tafte.  The  views,of  mountains,  vallies,  wa- 
ters, and  iflands,  aredelightfuL  On  the  north 
lide  pf  Loch  Etive  flood  the  town  of  Bere- 
gonium,  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  capital 
of  the  Weft  Highlands.  It  feems,  from  cer- 
tain mounds,  excavations,  and  other  appear- 
ances 
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toces,  to  have  been  a  ftrong  fortrefs,  to  pr6- 
vent  invalion,  or  to  fecure  a  retreat,  as  oc- 
cafions  might  require.  At  prcfent  this  dif- 
tridl  is  ornamented  with  fevera}  feats,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  Duncan  Campbell,  Efq.  pf 
Lochnell,  and  John  Campbell,  Efq/6f  Airds. 

Facing  DunftafFnage  is  the  country  of 
Upper  Lorn,  a  beautiful  peninfula,  bounded 
by  Loch  Etive  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Linnhe 
Loch  on  the  north,  which  is  navigable  as 
highaslnverlocrhy,  now  Fort  William,  where 
fiood  another  feat  of  the  Scottifh  monarchs ; 
but  the  prefent  edifice  is  thought  to  be  of 
later  date. 

Being  now  arrived  oh  the  weftern  fhore, 
I  began,  at  Oban,  to  inveftigate  with  more 
than  ufual  minutenefs,  the  moft  eligible  fitu-^ 
ations  for  villages  or  filhing  ftations.  I  mean^ 
in  the  fubfequent  detail,  to  Ipeak  of  thefe 
ftations  exaftly  in  the  order  in  which  they 
fell  under  view,  during  the  courfe  of  my 
cruifes  and  journies.  I  propofe,  afterwards, 
to  arrange  them  geographically,  from  fouth 
to  north,  as  they  appear  on  the  map* 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 
WEST  HIGHLANDS  AND  HEBRIDE  ISLES. 

THE  weft  coaft  of  Scotland,  or,  as  it  is 
ufually  called,  the  Weft  Highlands^ 
is  waftied  by  the  Atlantic,  and  extends 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  *  in  a 
dire6l  line  from  the  Mull  of  Cantire  on  the 

fouthy 

*  In  the  courie  of  the  narrative  I  fpeak  of  miles  with 
great  uncertainty.  The  natives  compute  diflances  by  what 
they  call  Highland  miles,  which  in  fadt  have  no  ftandard» 
except  hills,  rivers,  lakes,  founds,  and  capes.  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  reduce  thefe  computations  to  Engliih  miles  ; 
but  thefe  calculations  can  only  be  confidered  as-  giving  aa 
knperfeft  idea  of  the  real  diflances. 

The  Galic  pronounciation  of  names  of  places  h«s  gene^- 
rally  a  re&rence  or  allufion  to  the  qualities  or  chara£lerifiic9 
of  thofe  places ;  but  the  Lowlanders,  who  vary  from  the 
original  pronounciation,  loie,  confequently^  the  idea  which 
that  pronounciation  conveyed.  The  Moil  of  Cantire,  which 
fignifies  the  head-land  or  promontory  o£  Cantire,  is  pro- 
nounced Muil  of  Cantire  by  th^  Lowlanders,  which  has  no 
meaning,  being  unknown  in  any  language  whatever.  As  the 
Engliih  mode  of  fpelling  has  been  chiefly  adopted  by  geo- 
graphers, and  that  pronounciation  having  become  fami- 
liar to  readers  in.  general,  I  fhall  follow  the  common  prac- 
tice in  this  refpedt.  I  would,  however,  obferve>  that  any 
gentleman,  who  is  a  thorough  mailer  of  the  Galicj  might, 
amufe  liimfelf  very  agreeably  by  drawing  up  a  didlionary  or 
names,  glvmg  the  Galic  Jpelling  and  derivations  in.  mie  co* 
lumnj «ii4 the £ngliih^f//#>rf. iaan oppolite column.   This 

would 
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foutli,  to  Cape  Wrath  on  the  north.  The 
promontory  called  the  Mull,  or  more  pro-  . 
perly  the  Moil  of  Cantire,  forms  the  north 
entrance  of  the  Irifh  Channel,  and  lies 
within  thirteen  miles  of  the  county  of  An- " 
trim  in  Ireland.'  It  alfo  forms  the  weft  en- 
trance into  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  an  inland 
fea,  forty  miles  in  width,  bounded  by  Gal- 
loway and  Airfhire  on  the  eaft. 

Cape  Wrath  is  the  north-weft  extremity 
of  Scotland  and  of  Great  Britain.  The 
neareft  continent  to  this  cape  is  the  frozen 
region  of  Greenland,  on  the  north,  and  La- 
brador, on  the  weft. 

Between  the  Mull  of  Cantire  and  Cape 
Wrath,  are  fituated  the  Hebride  Iflands,  at 
very  unequal  diftances  from  the  main  land, 
fome  being  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
others  lie  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  oiiles.  The 
number  of  thefe  iflands  has  been  calculated 
at  three  hundred,  of  which  forty  were  fup- 
pofedto  be  inhabited;  but  upon clofe inquiry, 
I  have  procured  the  names  nearly  of  one 
hundred,  that  contain  from  one  family  to 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  families  -,  and 

it 

would  become  a  ftandard  in  all  writings  hereafter,  ^nd 
might  throw  new  lights  upon  the  bi^ory^  the  traditions, 
and  the  fongs  of  that  couatry^ 
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it  is  probable  that  fome  have  efcaped  my 
notice. 

This  great  line  of  coaft,  and  the  iflands 
by  which  it  is  ftudded,   are  comprehended 
within  the  under-mentioned  counties,  viz. 
Counties.     Principal  IJles.  Small  IJles. 


Argylejhire^ 


Hay 
Jura 

Mull 


Taxa. 

"lona  6?rIcolumkill,  Colum^ 
kill  ijlandy  StafFa,  Little 
Colonfay,Gometra,  Ulva, 
Inch  Kenneth. 

G  ia,Cara,  Elen  Macafken 
or  MacaJkcTis  ijlandy  Elen 
Ree  or  the  kings  ijland^  Elen 
more  vie  Charmaig  or  Mac^ 
Cbarmaig's  great  ijland^  Gar- 
velach,  Elacha-naomhc?r /& 
holy  ijlandy  Bealnahua  or  the 
mouth  of  the  cave^  Scarba> 
Longa,  Shuria,  Luing,  To- 
ra,  Suil,  Flada,  ajlateijland^ 
Efdale,  do.  Kerera  or  the 
four  fordsy  Suna,  Lefmore 
or  Leas-mor,  the  great  gar- 
den ^  Urilka,  Shuna,/^^^- 
pin)  Colonfay,  Oranfay  the 
ijland  (f  St.  Oran^  Tirey^r 
Tiri,  or  the  country  oflcolum^ 
kill  (it  belonged  to  the  mona-- 
fiery  of  that  ijland)  Guna, 
Coll  or  CoUa  the  narrow 
ijlandy  Canay,  Rum,  Muck 
or  Muik. 
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Counties.       Principal  IJle  5.     '    Small  IJles.^ 

Teona,Crouilin,  Egg. 
"Soa,   Elen-oranfay,  Pab- 
Sjcy     I  bay,  Scalpa,  Rafay,  Flod-^ 
I  day,  Rona,Bcrnera,  Flad- 
da,  Huan,  Elenifa. 
Bara,  Fiaray,  Fudia,  Helle- 
fay,    Vaterfay,    Sanderay, 
Pabbay,    Mingalay,    Ber- 
neray  or  Barra  Head,  the 
fouthermoft  point  of  the  Long 
IJland. 
S.  Uift      .      .    Erifcay. 
Benbecula,  Wia. 
,    rHyfkere,  Elenray,  Grim- 
N.Uift^  fay,  Kirkebuft,  Rona,Ber- 

nera,  Boreray,  Valay. 
Harris  j™Sray,Enfay,  Pabbay, 
I  Scalpay,  Taranfay,  Scarp. 

{St.  Colm's,  Great  Berne- 
ra.  Little  Bernera,  Wia- 
vore,  Pabbay,  Shiant.     • 
Longa,   Elen  Yew,    Elen 
Gniinard,Elen  Martin,Ta- 
nera. 
Sutherland-^  JElen  Handa  *        , 

It  is  probable  that  the  the  names  which  terminate  in  a  or 
y,  are  Danifh ;  if  io,  they  fhould  all  terminate  with  one  or 
other  of  thefe  letters. 

In  the  Highlands,  there  are  frecjuently  two  or  three  places 
having  the  fame  name,  as  Shuna>  of  which  there  are  two  in 

the 
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At  the  diftance  of  fifty-four  iniles  weft 
from  the  Long  Ifland,  lies  St^  Kilda,  which 
belongs  to  the  proprietor  of  Harris-  This 
is  the  moft  wefterly  part  of  Great  Britain, 
between  which  and  North  America  there  is 
no  land.  About  fifty  miles  north  from 
the  Butt  of  the  Lewis  there  are  tvs'^o  fmall 
iflands  called  Bara  and  Rona,  which  belong 
to  the  proprietor  of  the  Lewis.  Thefe  rocks 
lie  within  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of 
Iceland,  a  large  ifland  belonging  to  the  king 
of  Denmark,  whofe  (hores  abound  in  large 
cod  and  ling,  which  are  caught  by  the  Dutch 
and  other  European  nations,  but  much  neg- 
lefted  by  Great-Britain, 

The  aggregate  extent  of  all  thefe  iflands  is 
nearly  equal  to  Wales,  or  the  great  county 
of  York.  The  face  of  the  country,  the 
produce  by  fea  and  land,  the  language,  man- 
ners, and  drefs  of  the  people,  are  fimilar  in 
thofe  refpefts  to  the  oppofite  coaft  of  the  High- 
lands ;  but  the  timber  is  nearly  exhaufted. 

The  natural  produce  of  the  Weft  Highlands 
by  fea  and  land,  including  the  iflands,  arefifb 

of 

the  fame  county.  Muck,  Rum,  and  Canay,  are  placed  erro- 
neoufly  in  the  maps  as  lying  within  the  (hire  of  Invernefs, 
inftead  of  Argyleihirc. 
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of  endlefs  variety,  inexhauflible  in  number, 
and  excellent  in  quality.  Thefe  feem  to  have 
been  intended  by  the  Author  of  nature  as  a 
compenfation  for  the  inclemency  of  the  fea- 
Ibns,  and  the  fterility  of  the  foil. 

Of  grain,  this  coaft  cannot  raife,  with  the 
greateft  exertions,  a  fufficiency  for  the  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  of  every  year's  pro- 
duce of  Barley,  a  third  or  fourth  part  is  dif- 
tiUed  into  a  fpirit  called  whifky,  of  which 
the  natives  are  immoderately  fond. 

Roots,  vegetables,  fallads,  and  common 
fruits,  being  lefs  hurt  by  the  rains,  can  be 
raifed  in  any  quantity.  Their  kail  and  cab- 
bages are  only  exceeded  in  delicacy  by  the 
turnip,  which,  for  its  flavour,  and  the  fine- 
nefs  of  its  grain,  is  prefented  raw  at  gen- 
teel tables,  with  fruits,  wild  berries,  Sec.  Po- 
tatoes ferve,  throughout  the  Highlands,  as  a 
fubftitute  for  grain.  A  finall  portion  of  lime, 
.  or  any  other  manure,  brings  forward  a  plen- 
tiful crop,  and  of  a  quality  greatly  fuperior 
to  thofe  that  are  raifed  upon  richer  foils ;  but 
when  fevere  frofts  fet  m  early,  as  in  1782, 
this  root  is  rendered  totally  unfit  for  ufe,  and 
the  people  perilh  through  want* 


The 
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Irhe  culture  of  hemp  and  flax  may  fee  im-* 
proved,  particularly  in  fomeof  the  iflands. 

Along  the  banks  of  fome  of  the  lakes,  on 
the  main  land,  there  are  natural  woods,  which 
produce  a  confiderable  return  every  twenty-*- 
five  years,  when  the  timber  is  cut  down  for 
the  bark,  as  well  as  for  charcoal.  Many  hun- 
dred thoufand  acres  of  land  might  be  occu- 
pied in  the  growth  of  timber,  which  at  pre- 
fent  lie  wild,  and  ufelefs  to  the  proprietors. 

Black  cattle,  horfes,  and  fheep,  are  confi-*. 
derable  articles  in  the  Highlands,  and  it  is 
chiefly  from  thefe  that  the  tenantry  pay 
their  rents.  The  beef  and  the  mutton, 
when  properly  fed,  are  fine  in  the  grain,  ten- 
der, and  high  flavoured.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  though  of  inferior  confequence,  veni* 
fon,  hare,*  partridge,  folan  geefe,  wild  geefe, 
wild  ducks,  and  great  variety  of  moor  fowl, 
that  find  excellent  ftielter  among  the  heather, 
with  which  the  face  of  the  country  is  chiefly 
covered. 

Copper  has  been  difcovered  in  the  High* 
lands,  but  not  in  fuflicient  quantity  to  defray 
the  expence  of  working.  Iron  ftonc  abounds 
in  many  places;  and  lead  mines  have  long 
been  wrought  with  fuccefs.  , 

The 
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The  flate  of  Efdale,  and  other  iflands  in  its 
vicinity,  fupplies  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, befides  many  cargoes  to  foreign  parts. 

It  is  compofed  of  two  different  qualities 
and  colours,  the  dark  and  th?  light  blue. — 
Other  parts  abound  in  flate,  but  the  want 
of  roads,  towns,  and  navigation,  prevent  its 
being  brought  into  ufe. 

Marble,  both  white  and  variegated,  is  found 
in  many  parts,  though  from  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  the  workmanfhip  in  fome  parts,  and 
of  the  carriage  in  other  parts,  no  other  bene- 
fit of  any  confequence  has  been  derived 
from  it,  than  the  ufe  of  it  as  lime,  and  in 
building  the  walls  of  cottages. 

Coals  are  alfo  found  in  different  parts,  but 
no  attempts  have  yet  been  made  with  fuccefs, 
excepting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Campbel- 
town, where  a  fmall  quantity  is  raifed  for 
the  fupply  of  that  diflrift.  In  Mull  and 
Sky  there  are  appearancs  of  coal,  but  the  vein 
is  too  thin  fpr  working.  It  does  not  how- 
ever appear,  that  proper  attention  has  been 
given  to  this  important  article  3  no  pit  has 
yet  been  dug  of  any  confiderable  depth,  and 
until  this  experiment  is  made,  no  juft  conclu- 
fion  can  be  formed.  It  is  now  in  contem- 
plation 
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plation  to  open  pits  on  the  eftate  of  Dun- 
ftafFnage,  and  on  Clanronald's  eftate. 

Limeftone,  ftiell  fand,  and  fea  wreck,  are 
in  general  ufe  for  fertilizing  the  foil.  Kelp 
has  become,  of  late  years,  a  great  article  of 
export.  This  vegetable  is  burned  from  the 
fea  wreck  till  it  becomes  a  liquid  -,  when  cool, 
it  app^rs  a  dry  cinder,  and,  in  this  ftate,  it 
is  fold  to  the  manufafturers  of  glafs  and 
foap.  The  Highlands,  and  the  weft  coaft  of 
Ireland,  produce  the  greateft  quantities  of 
kelp.  There,  the  wreck  vegetates,  and  clings 
around  the  ftones  of  the  rocky  beach,  till  it 
grows  to  maturity,  every  fecond  or  third  year, 
when  it  is  cut  down.  The  expence  of  cutting 
down,  drying,  and  burning,  is  generally 
iL  1 1 8, 6d.  per  ton ;  and  the  price  in  Scotland 
is  from  4L  to  5L  while  in  Ireland  it  is  fold 
at  3L  owing  to  the  latter  being  mixed  with 
gravel  and  ftones. 

As  the  great  varieties  of  fifti  which  are 
found  in  the  lakes,  channels,  and  feas  of  the 
Highlands,  may  be  confidered  as  the  grand 
natural  ftaple  of  that  country,  exceeding  in 
value  all  the  other  refources  united  ^  and  as 
the  extent  to  which  thefe  fifheries  may  be 
carried  is  boundlcfs,  I  cannot  do  juftice  to  this 

head. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  31  ) 
head  without  bringing  together  in  one  view, 
fuch  information  as  may  give  a  general  idea 
of  the  fifheries  upon  thefe  fhores.  By  fuch  re- 
prefentation  of  fafts,  a  probable  conjefhir  e 
may  be  formed,  whether  the  exertions  of  the 
Britifli  Society,  if  properly  conduced,  be 
likely  to  anfwer  the  ends  propofed  at  the  for- 
mation of  that  inftitution. 

In  the  View  of  the  Britijh  Empire  I  entered  ' 
fully  upon  thefe  fubjefts,  ftated  their  various 
revolutions,  the  caufes  of  their  failure,  and 
the  beft  means  of  eftabliftiing  extenfive  and 
permanent  fiflieries  upon  the  feas  and  coafts  ' 
of  Great  Britain.  That  fubjedl  begins  with 
the  hiftoty  of  fifli,  and  the  fifheries,  fomeex- 
tradls  from  which  I  have  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

Befides  the  great  migrating  fhoals  from 
the  northern  ocean,  as  there  defcribed,  our 
own  feas  and  lakes  abound  with  herrings, 
through  a  great  part  of  the  year,  though  not 
always  in  equal  numbers.  Thus  the  her- 
rings, which  furround  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  are  compofed,  firfl,  of  fl:ationary  or 
native  herrings,  fpawned  in  the  Britifh  feas, 
and  found  upon  the  coafl  at  all  feafons.— ^ 
Secondly,  the  mighty  fhoals  of  emigrants,  or 

flrangers, 
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ftrajigers,  from  the  north  feas,  as  reinforce-^ 
ments  to  the  former;  but  whether  thefe  two 
divifions  of  herrings,  the  natives  and  the 
ftrangers,  unite  or  blend  togethgr,  is  a  matter 
of  mere  fpeculation.  We  only  know  for  ^ 
certainty,  that  the  great  northern  flioals  are 
found  upon  the  coaft  of  Shetland  about  the 
24th  of  June,  when  they  give  full  employ-j 
ment  to  hundreds  of  foreign  veflels,  and 
thoufandsof  people,  day  and  night.  We 
alfo  know,  that  this  body  of  herrings  re- 
mains on  the  Scottifli  coaft,  though  not  on 
every  part  of  it,  till  the  beginning  of  fpring, 
when  a  frefh  ftioal  is  advancing  from  the 
northern  ocean  towards  oiu-  highly  favoured 
fhpres,  to  incite  our  induftry,  and  to  fupply 
our  wants.  Scotland  therefore  from  its  north-, 
ern  fituation,  and  the  natural  movements  of 
the  herrings,  enjoys,  or  may  enjoy,  an  almoft 
certain  fifhery  during  eight  months  in  the 
year;  a  duration  unknown  in  any  other  coun-. 
try,  and  which  gives  that  kingdom  a  decided 
advantage  over  all  the  nations  of  Europe^ 
but  of  which  the  natives  have  not  fully 
availed  themfelves. 

For  this  fifhery,  the  Weft  Highlands  far 
furpafles  all  other  p^rts  of  the  kingdom  in 

local 
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local  (ituation,  the  number  of  its  fait- water 
lakes^  and  the  frugality  of  the  inhabitants. 
This  is  the  grand  thoroughfare,  as  before 
obferved,  of  the  weftern  ftioals.  The  lakes, 
or  openings  of  that  coaft  are  numerous, 
many  of  them  are  capacious,  and  all  of  them 
extremely  deep.  Here  the  herrings  take  fliel* 
ter  from  the  turbulence  of  the  open  fea,  or 
they  are  forced  thither  by  the  direftion  of  ' 
the  winds,  and  the  inceflant  perfecutions  of 
of  the  larger  fpecies  of  fifh,  who,  in  the  ea- 
gemefs  of  purfuit,  fometimes  run  the  her- 
rings and  themfelves  almoft  dry  upon  the 
beach* 

Next  in  confequence,  are  the  white  fish, 
which,,  as  well  as  the  herring,  are  the 
natives  of  northen  latitudes,  and  thefe  con- 
fequently  abound  in  greater  quantities  up- 
on the  coaft  of  Scotland,  than  in  any  other 

C  part 

•  The  herring,  cod,  and  other  fifti,  are  driven  iti  (hoals. 
upon  the  coail  of  Norway,  by  the  great  herring  whale;  and 
as  he  dares  not  venture  within  the  iflands,  which  lie  in  front 
of  that  ihore,  he  remains  on  the  back  of  a  great  fand  bank 
about  fix  weeks,  watching  for  their  return.  In  the  meau 
time,  the  (harks,  and  the  fmaller  fifh  of  prey,  purfue  the  cod 
and  herriiig  along  (hore,  into  the  creeks  and  inlets,  where 
they  crowd  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  are  frequently  takea 
up  in  bafket  or  pail  fiills.  Sometimes  they  are  left  by  the 
tide,  piled  in  heaps  among  the  crevices  of  the  rocks. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    34    ) 

part  of  Europe,  the  coaft  of  Iceland  and  Nor- 
way excepted.  Thefe  come  alfo  under  two 
defcriptions,  the  native,  and  the  foreign  fifh, 
which  follow  the  herrings,  from  the  northern 
ocean,  through  all  their  movements,  and  even 
into  the  inmoft  creeks  and  crevices  of  the 
ihores.  But  the  moft  certain  and  invariable 
fifheries  are  upon  the  banks,  which  are 
placed  in  the  Britilh  feas,  where  the  fifli 
are  coUefted  together,  and  thereby  fall  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  patient  and  ventrous  fea- 
men. 

Where  the  tops  of  tihe  banks  are  fhallow, 
and  covered  with  a  barren  fhiftingfand,  which 
affords  no  fubfiftence,  aiid  the  water  from 
its  (hallownefs,  being  generally  agitated,  the^ 
iifli  are  found,  in  the  greateft  numbers, 
upon  the  (loping  edges  and  in  the  pits  of  the 
banks. 

Befides  thefe  banks  of  the  Weft  Highlands, 
Which  fumifli  white  fifh  of  inferior  fize,  the 
main  ocean,  as  far  as  European  veffels  have 
yet  examined,  is  an  almoft  continued  fifhery. 
Many  banks  have  of  late  been  difcovered, 
and  the  beft  fifhing  grounds  upon  the  old 
ftations  are  now  better  afcertained. 

The 
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The  white  fifti  found  in  thofe  great  repofi- 
tories,  and  cured  for  home  and  foreign  majr- 
kets,  are  ling,  cod,  and  tulk.  The  cod,  when' 
caught  in  winter  and  fpring,  is  efteemed  fu^- 
periorto  the  Newfoundland,  which  is  taken 
in  the  fummer  only,  and  brings  a  bettef  price 
.at  the  European  markets.  The  ling  and  tuflc 
being  unknown  at  Newfoundland,  find  a 
ready  fale.  The  tulk  is  lefs  tlian  the  cod, 
but  fuperior  in  tafte  and  flavour  to  all  fiih 
.of , that  fpecies, 

Haddocks  and  whitings  are  found  in  fuch 
abundance  in  the  lochs,  as  well  as  the  main 
.fea,  that  fcarcely  any  vglue  is  fet  upon 
them  in  the  Highlands .  Ly  the,  a  fiih  equal  in 
fize  to  a  fmall  cod,  and  cuddies,  a  fifh  nearly 
equalto  the  herring,  fwarm  upon  thefe  fhbres, 
and  are  efteemed  delicate  eating  by  the  in- 
,haJ)itants  of  every  defcription* 

Flat  Fish,  as  turbot,  halybut,  Ikate,  foles, 
.and  flounders,  are  in  little  requeft,  among 
the  common  people,   wlio  confequently  fel- 
dom  or  ever  attempt  to  fifh  for  them. 

Mackarel  come  periodically,  in  mighty 
/hoals  5  but  thefe  are  alfo  defpifed,  though 
capable  of  being  cured  for  exportation. 

Salmon,  This  fifh,  though  comparatively 
.harmlefs,  yet  partakes  of  the  offered  bounty 

C  ^  which^,,T. 
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which  the  herrings  afford.  Some  years  ago, 
a  finall  body  of  the  latter  was  thrown  upon 
fhore  by  a  fudden  guft  ojF  wind ;  the  tribe 
of  purfuets  fliared  the  fame  fate,  among 
which  were  a  number  of  falmon.  The  value 
of  this  filh  was  not  known  in  the  High-, 
lands  till  very  lately,  and  the  fiftiery  was 
much  neglefted. 

Shell  Fish,  as  Ipbftefs,  oyfters,  crabs, 
clams,  muffels,  cockles,  bring  no  price,  and 
confequently  incite  no  attention,  though  it 
is  well  known  that  fome  of  thefe  fifti  might  be 
pickled  and  exported. 

Befides  the  various  fpecies  of  fifti  above 
enumerated,  which  are  fuited  for  the  table, 
the  weftern  coafts  are  ftored  with  all  kinds 
of  cATACEOus  FISH,  from  whales  of  every 
denomination  down  to  the  grampus.  Thefe 
have  lately  drawn  the  attention  of  the  natives 
on  account  of  the  oil  which  they  produce. 

The  Sail  Fish,  or  as  it  is  called  by  Mr. 
Pennant,  the  balking  fhark,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
a  migratory  fifh  from  the  Artie  Circle.  They 
frequent  the  coaft  of  Norway,  the  Orkney 
and  Hebride  Iflands,  the  Firth  of  Clyde, 
the  Bay  of  Ballifliannon  in  Ireland,  and  the 
weft  coaft  of  Wales,  particularly  Camarvon- 

fliirc 
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ihire  and  Anglefey.  They  appear  in  the 
Firth  of  Clyde,  near  the  Ifle  of  Arran,  in 
iinall  fhoals  of  feven  or  eight,  but  more  ge- 
nerally in  pairs,  fometimes  in  June,  and 
remain  till  the  end  of  July,  when  they 
difappear. 

Though  their  fize  is  from  twenty-five  to 
forty  feet  in  length,  they  are  moft  inof- 
fenfive  fifli,  and  fo  tame,  or  foftupid,  that  they 
will  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  ftroked  in  the 
water.  They  generally  lie  motionlefs,  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  as  if  afleep,  commonly 
on  their  bellies,  and  fometimes  like  tired 
fwimmers,  on  their  backs. 

A  hot  funfliine  day  is  the  beft  time  to 
profecute  this  fifhery  with  fuccefs.  A  har- 
pooner  ftrikes  as  near  the  gills  as  poflible 

r— The  fifli  ftill  remains  inaftive,   till  the 

■ 

united  ftrength  of  two  men  has  forced  the 
weapon  deeper,  when  it  plunges  to  the 
bottom,  and  ftrives  to  difengage  itfelf,  by 
rolling  on  the  ground,  as  appears  from  the 
harpoon,  v/hich  is  often  bent. 

This  .effort  proving  inefFe6lual,  the  fifli 
fwims'away  with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  endan- 
ger the  boat,  to  which  the  rope  is  fixed ;  and  in 
tliis  manner  the  fifhers  are  fometimes  em- 

C  3  ployed 
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ployed  ten  or  twelve  hours.  The  liver  is  the 
only  ufeful  part,  and  yields,  particularly  in 
the  female,  from  fix  to  eight  barrels  of  pure 
fweet  oil,  very  proper  for  lamps,  and.  much 
valued  by  tanners,  who  buy  it  at  3I.  per 
barrel. 

The  Seal,  an  amphibious  animal,  is 
found  every  where,  and  is  valuabk  both 
for  its  oil  and  its  (kin. 

The  laft,  though  not  the  leaft  numerous, 
are  the  Dog  Fish,  the  moft  mifchievous  of 
all  the  finny  tribe,  both  to  fifti  and  nets. 

After  a  fmall  quantity  of  oil  i$  extraftcd, 
they  are  dried  for  winter's  provifion,  among 
the  poorer  fort  of  people,  who  give  them  the 
preference  to  others  of  far  fuperior  qualities* 

Such  are  the  treafures  which  thefe  norths 
em  feas  afford,  a  fource  of  wealth  une- 
qualled on  fouthern  fhpres,  and  which  might 
give  full  employment  to  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  various  branches  that  relate  to  fifhe-^ 
ries,  of  wliich  the  Dutch  reckon  thirty ;  aa- 
fifliermen,  coopers,  curers  of  red  herrings, 
ihip  carpenters,  block-makers,  joiners,  pain- 
ters, blackfmiths,  hecklers,  fpinners,  net-mak-^ 
ers,  fail-cloth  manufaflurers,  fail-makers, 
rope-makers,  tanners,  fait  maker?,  coafters, 

barge- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-  (     39    ) 
ba]^ein€n>  curriers,  labourers,  ^omen,  chil-  ^ 
dren,  and  old  people,  who  gut  the  herrings, 
and  wafh  them  at  the  fccond  packing. 
.  Thus  we  find  that  the  Highlands,  befides 
fupplying  home  demands,  exports  fifti,  black 
cattle,  horfes,^  iheep,  timber,  bark,  lead,  flate, 
and  kelp  J  to  which  may  be  added  fundry  ar- 
ticles of  lefs  importance,  as  fkins,  feathers, 
oil. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  thefe  exports 
is  furely  fufficient  to  procure  the  neceffary 
articles  of  grain,  and  various  utenfils  in 
iron,  fteel,  timber,  &c.  wherewith  to  im- 
prove their  lands,  extend  their  fifheries,  fur- 
nifti  themfeives  with  decked  veffels,  and  eredl 
more  comfortable  dwellings. 

Such  are  the  fpecific  wealth  and  the  fpe- 
cific  wants  of  the  Highlands.  But  as  the 
value  of  its  natural  produce,  by  fea  and  land, 

is  almoft  Wholly  abforbed  by  the  great  land- 
holders, and  by  many  of  them  fpent  at  Edin- 
burgh, London,  Bath,  and  elfewhere ;  as  the 
people  are  thus  left  more  or  lefs  at  the  mercy 
of  ftewards  and  tackfraen,  the  natural  re- 
fources  of  the  country,  inftead  of  a  benefit, 
become  a  ferious  misfortune  to  many  im- 
proveable  diftrifts.  Thofe  who,  by  their 
C  4  educa- 
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education  and  tiieir  knowledge  of  the  world 
might  difRife  generd  induftry,  and  raife  a 
colony  of  fubje6ls,  ufeful  to  their  king,  to 
their  country,  and  to  themfelves,  are  the 
very  perfons  who  glean  thefe  wilds  of  the 
laft  fhilling,  and  who  render  the  people  ut- 
terly unqualified  for  making  any  efFcfhial 
exertions  in. any  cafe  whatever, 


CRUISES. 
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CRUISES  AND  JOURNIES  ALONG  THE 
COAST  OF  THE  MAIN  LAND,  AND 
AMONG  THE  HEBRIDE  ISLANDS,  BE- 
TWEEN OBAN  AND  CAPE  WRATH. 


DESCRIPTION   OF  ARGYLESHIRE. 

ARGYLESHIRE,  from  whence  I  took 
my  departure,  extends  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  miles  in  length,  from  the  Mull 
ofCantire,  on  the  fouth,  to  tlie  Point  of 
Ardnamurchan,  on  the  north,  where  it  joins 
the  fhire  of  Invemefs.  Its  medium  breadth 
is  from  thirty  to  forty  miles,  except  the 
long  peninfula  of  Cantire,  which  is  only 
from  eight  to  nine  miles.  The  number  of 
inhabited  iflands  which  compofe  a  part  of 
this  fhire,  amount,  as  before  ftated,  tp  thirty- 
nine,  of  which  Mull,  Hay,  and  Jura,  are 
the  principal. 

This  very  extenlive  county  is  inhabited 
chiefly  by  the  Campbells,  Macleans,  Mac- 
neils,  Macdonalds  j  and,  of  thefe,  the  Camp- 
bells are  the  moft  numerous.    During  the 

laft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     42     ) 

laft  war,  Argylefhire  raifed  a  complete  regi- 
ment of  Fencibles,  befides  a  confiderablc 
number  who  enlifted  in  the  marching  regi- 
ments. As  this  is  properly  a  maritime  filhing , 
county,  waftied  on  one  fide  by  the  Atlantic^ 
and  on  the  other  fide  by  the  Firth  of  Clyde 
and  Loch-Fine,  the  number  of  feamen  drawn 
from  thence  to  the  Royal  Navy  muft  have 
been  very  great.  Above  nine  hundred  men 
enlifted  or  were  preffed  into  the  fervice  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  all  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Campbeltown  and  its 
neighbourhood,  and  had  been  brought  up  in 
the  fifhing  bufinefs  carried  on  by  the  her- 
ring bufl^es  from  that  port. 

When  the  projefted  canal  fhall  be  com- 
pleted, and  fome  villages  and  harbours  ereft- 
ed,  this  populous  county  will  become  one  of 
the  moft  valuable  provinces  in  the  Britifh 
empire.  It  abounds  in  black  cattle,  flieep, 
and  fifti,  though  the  latter  arc  lefs  numerous 
fhan  thofe  on  the  more  northern  fliores. 
Wafhed  on  both  fides  by  the  fea,  deeply  in- 
dented by  navigable  lakes  and  bays;  having 
an  eafy  communication  with  the  fifhing 
grounds  on  the  North  Highlands  ;  withGlaf- 
gow,  and  the  trading  towns  on  the  Clyde ; 

with 
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^th  Ireland,  Wales,  Whitehaven,  Liver- 
pool, Briflol,  and  other  marts  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  England,  we  may  eafily  conceive, 
that  the  period  is  at  no  great  diftance,  when  , 
Argylefhire  will  become  a  great  commercial 
county.  To  corroborate  this  opinion,  I 
have  to  obferve,  that  after  a  veffel  gets  under 
fail  from  this  coaft,  ftie  enters  at  once  mt6 
the  Atlantic,  where  fhe  meets  with  no  in- 
terruption till  fhe  makes  the  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica or  the  Weft-Indies.  The  liAe,  there- 
fore, which  nature  points  out  for  the  inha- 
tants,  is,  that  of  falt-making,  fiftiing,  ftiip- 
building,  freights  or  the  carrying  trade  5 
fbap,  and  glafs-making,  by  mean^  of  the 
kelp  upon  their  fhores,  and  fa.nd  found  upon 
Gia  Ifland,  which  is  adapted  for  the  latter. 

Argylefliire  has  only  three  fmall  towns, 
viz. 

1 .  Inveraray,  the  capital,  which  has  rifen 
to.fome  confequence,  through  the  exertions 
of  the  family  of  Argyle,  who  have  a  princely 
feat  here,  furrounded  with  above  a  million 
of  trees,  tliat  occupy  many  fquare  miles. 

2.  Campbeltown,  the  property  of  the  fame 
ifamily,  which  rofe  entirely  by  the  herring 
feflieries  on  the  coaft  of  the  North  Highlands. 
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3.  Bowmorcj   in  the  Ifland  of  Hay,    the 
property  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Shawfi'eld. 

Though  thefe  are  fea-ports,  there  arc 
ftations  in  this  county  far  fuperior,  both  for 
diftant  filheries  and  navigation.  The  firft 
and  moft  improvable  is  Oban,  which  lies  in 
tliat  part  of  Argylefhire,  called  Mid-Lorn. 
It  has  a  good  Highland  country  behind, 
with  a  free-ftone  quarry.  Mull  and  other 
iflands  in  front,  and  is  of  itfelf  capacious,  and 
fulRciently deep  for  thelargeft fhips.  With- 
out, is  the  ifland  of  Kerera,  three  miles  in 
length  J  between  which,  and  the  main  land, 
is  the  Sound  of  Kerera,  a  good  road,  through 
which  coafters  and  fifhing  vefTels  generally 
pafs,  between  the  Clyde  and  thefifliing grounds 
in  the  North  Highlands.  Thiscoaft,  and  the 
ifland  of  Kerera,  have  alfo  a  free  navigation 
to  the  white  fiflieries  off  Bara,  and  the  her- 
ring fiftieries  on  the  north- weft  coaft  of 
Ireland. 

A  cuftom-houfe  is  already  eredled,  fome* 
thing  is  done  in  fliip  building,  and  above 
twenty  families  have  been  collefted  togetlier 
with  a  view  to  the  fiflieries. 

But  thefe  are  inferior  confiderations  to  the 
national  advantages  which  may  be  derived 
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from  this   much  frequented  harbopr  afid 
road. 

Oban  is  formed  by  nature,  and  by  a  combi- 
nation of  favourable  circuijiftances,  for  beinjg 
a  principal  harbour,  a  place  of  trade,  a  cen- 
trical mart  for  the  South  Highlands,  and 
the  numerous  iflands  that  lie  in  its  vicinity. 
.Here  alfo  a  Royal  dock  and  an  arfenal  might 
be  erefted:     It  is  well  known,  that  the  beft 
defigns  of  Government  for  annoying  the 
enemy,  or  defending  our  trade  and  Colonies, 
are  ibmetimes  fruftrated  by  means  of  con- 
.trary  winds,  which  prevent  the  Royal  fleets 
and  tranfports  from  getting  out  of  the  har- 
bours, or  from  getting  round  to  the  Land's 
End.  It  b  alio  certain;  that  the  enemy  are  in- 
formed by  news-papers,  and  otherwife,    of 
.  every  equipment  and  motion  of  our  Ihips  and 
troops,   which  enables  them  to  counteyaft 
our  defigns,  bymeans  of  fimllar  fqtiadroris, 
for  by  fecret  difpatches  to  cornmanding  offi- 
•  cers  abroad.     The  delays,  and  the  lofs  to  the 
nation,    arifing  from  thefe  circumftances, 
muft  be  very  great;   to  remedy  which,  in  a 
certain  degree,  it  would  be  highly  expedient 
to  have  an  arfenal  and  a  Royal  dock-yard  on 
.  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland,  where  fmall  fqua- 
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drons  and  txanfports,  with  troops,  could  he 
fecretly  fitted  out,  and  from  whence  they 
could  fail  at  all  times  of  the  year,  and  with 
any  wind  that  blows.  By  this  means,  a  fleet 
with  troops  might  re^ch  America,  or  the 
Weft  Indies,  before  the  enemy  could  have 
the  fmalleft  intelligence  of  the  defign,  *  which 
would  give  our  fleets  and  armies  a  decided 
advantage  in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

If  Government  fhould  be  difpofed  to  re- 
gard this  propofal  as  a  matter  that  .merited 
fome  attention,  I  believe  that  Oban  would 
be  found  the  beft  adapted  upon  that  coaft. 
.Hecrej  and  in  the  Sound  of  Kerera*  a  hun- 
dred fail  of  the  line  .might  ride,  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  (hore,  in  five  to  twenty- 
feven  fathom'  water.:f*     By  means  of  this 

found 

♦  Proyideti  kbit  the  few  editors  of  the  ScottUh  news-paperj 

Should  retMifi  6^cnt  refpe^g  thefe  equipments,  till  the  ihips 
had  actually  failed. 

t  Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie  was  employed  by  Govemmept 
'  to  furvey  the  weft  coaft  of  Great  Britain,  from  Cape  Wrath 
to  the  Brillol  Channel  •;  alfo  ^he  coaft  of  Ireland  ;  which  he 
executed  with  great  attention,  and  much  to  the  fatisfaftionof 
the  feafering  people  of  the  three  kingdoms.  I  propofe  thcnp- 
fore  to  corroborate  my  own  remarks,  by  ejctrads  from  what 
he  calls  "  Nautical  Defirii^tions  of  the  Weft  Coaft  and  Weftetn 
I/lands  of  Scothnd,  from  Cautire  to  Cafi  fTKflth,  and  tbi^  Bait 

Speaking 
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Jbund,  v£f^s  have  a  paffage  to  the  foudi,  ^d 
alfo  to  the  north,  which  gives  them  an  op- 
portunity of  failifg  out  with  any  wind,  and 
in  lefs  than  hal^.an  hour  they  are  in  the  open 
Dcean.  • 

Next  to  thofe  advantages  is  the  happy 
(rtuation  of.  Oban,  between  Loch  Linnhe 
-and  the  Sound  of  Mull,  on  the  north,  and  the 
/propofed  coipmtmicatibn  with  the  Clyde,  oxi 
ithe  fbuth.  Loch  Linnhe  is  a  large  body  of 
water,  which  is  navigable  to  Fort  William; 
:£ronj  thence 'riwre.  is  a  good  military  road  to  .. 
Fort  Auguftu^  and  from  thenpe  to  Fort 
<}eoir^. 

Thus 

Speaking  of  Oban^  he  fays,  *•  In  the  Sound  of  Kererof 

rtliere  is  vciy  goodanchpirage  &r  fliips  and  yeiTels  of  any  Gait  i 

and  U  is  a  conreaient  place  for  v^fTels  that  are  bound  eith^ 

northward  orfouthward.    The  beft  parts  to  ride  in,  are,  in 

the  bay  of  Oham,  and  oppofite  to  Oban^  near  Kereray^  and 

Aecween  the  fcrrj»-hoiife  irf  Kereraj  ai^d  Ardnacbroik^  neareft 

«t^e  latter,  on  eight  or  teui  fathoms,  without  going  wi^io  the 

bay,  ./or  it  ihallows.  fail  near  that  fhore. 

i  •"««  Ti^e  iifjrfi  Shde  is  a  fmaH  creek  in  Kereray,  about  half 

tt/iualfe  weftward.of  Ardnacbroik^  in  the  mouth  of  which  a 

vefiel  may  ride  very,  fafe  with  an  anchor  on  each  fide,  or  a 

yeflel  may  lie  aground  within  this  creek,  on  a  foft  ouzybot* 

torn- 

*  •*  -In  the  bay  of  Glatrach,  at  the  north  eaft  end  of  Kereray, 
r9k  ytXbX  may  flop  a  tide  on  good  ground  on  any  fide  of  the 
rock,  which  is  always  above  water,  or  on  eithg:  fide  of  Ilaaa- 
•gaun." 
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Thus  one  fort  ftands  on  the  weft  fca, 
and  has  an  eafy  communication  with  Ire* 
land  and  the  weft  coaft  of  England  ;  ano- 
ther fort  ftands  in  the  center,  at  the  diftance 
of  thirty-one  miles ;  and  a  third,  upon  the  " 
eaft  coaft,  and  has  an  eafy  communication 
with  Edinburgh  and  England,  on  that  fide. 

Thefe  forts  can  lodge,  upon  an  emer- 
gency, five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  all  of  whom 
could  be  conveyed  from  Fort  William  to 
pban  in  a  ftiort  time  ;  or  fliould  the  wind 
blow  ftrong  from  the  ivcftem.  points^  the 
diftance  by  land  is  not  very  grestt  y 

Further,  were  recruits  to  be  ordered  frcnn 
.the  weft  coaft  of  Invernefs-ftiire,  Rofs-fhire, 
Sutherland,  Sky,  and  other  iflands  in  the 
North  Highlands,  the  Sound  df  Mull  is  the 
direft  channel  to  Oban,  which  lies  near  the 
entrance  of  that  found.  ,.     .  - 

On  the  fouth,  the  propbfed  canal  to  open 
a  communication  with  th6  Clyde,  will  niake 
the  navigation  for  coafters,  from  that  river4 
fo  eafy,  that  troops  might  be  conveyed  in  two\ 
days  from  Greenock  to  Oban. 

Hitherto  the  troops  have  embarked  at  the 
former  place,  which  is  fubjc6l  to  the  fame 
inconveniencies  from  contrary  winds,  as  the 

Thames, 
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Thdmeis,  or  Portfmouth.  •  No  fleets  .can  fail 
from  Greenoek  down  the  Firtii  of  Clyde 
With  foutherly  and  fouth-weft  winds,  which 
fometimes  continue  in  tMt  quarter  four  or 
five  weeks  5  neither  can  they  clear  the  Mull 
of  Cantire,  without  fome  hazard  of  receiving 
damage  on  thofe  turbulent  (hores^  or  of  being 
forced  into  a  port,  where  they  might  be  dc^ 
tained  fome  weeksi 

As  I  fpeak  of  thefe  matters  from  a  k>ng  ac^ 
^uaintance  with  that  coaft,  and  the  effefts 
of  the  winds  on  both  fides  of  the  peninfula 
of  Cantire,  I  think  it  incumbent  to  ftate 
ihem  fairly,  in  the  hope,  that  fooncr  or  later^ 
thefe  fuggeftions  may  prove  the  means  of 
farther  inveftigation.  If  any  attention  is  to 
be  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  High- 
knds,  and  if  in  return,  the  Highlands  can. 
be  rendered  more  lifeful  to  the  ftate,  it  is  to 
be  wifhed,  that  for^  the  fake  of  mutual  ad- 
Vaixt^e^  the  bufinefs  may  be  done  com^ 
^letcly4 
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JOURNAL. 

HAVING  given  this  general  Iketch  o£ 
the  fouth  part  of  the  Weft  Highlands,  I  fhall 
trouble  the  reader  with  fuch  particulars  of 
my  journey  and  voyages  northwards,  as,  I 
hope,  will  contribute  to  a  better  knowledge 
of  that  country  and  people, 

When  I  arrived  at  Oban,  I  faw  the  main 
ocean  on  one  fide,  and  an  extenfive  line  of 
cbaft  on  the  other.  The  firft  prefented  ait 
almoft  endlefs  groupe  of  iflands  and  rocks, 
among  which  I  was  to  cruife,  amidft  the 
rapid  tides  occafioned  by  promontories  and 
bold  fhorcs,  where  the  fea  is  pent  up  fome- 
times  within  the  breadth  of  a  mile,  ani 
runs  with  the  velocity  of  the  ftfongeft  cur- 
rents. 

The  land  exhibited  one  continued  mafs 
of  lofty  and  pathlefs  mountains,  covered 
with  heath,  frequently  with  mofs,  and  ift- 
terfe6led  at  the  bafes,  by  large  bays  or  lakes, 
called  locbsy*  which  were  unavoidably  to  be 
croffed  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  where 
the  navigation,  owing  to  the  fudden  gufts 

of 

*  la  IrtlaQd,  there  opeuift^  are  fpelled  hugbs^ 

\ 
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Oif  wind  from  the  tops  of  the  furround-' 
ing  mountains,  is  often  attended  with 
danger* 

During  all  my  former  joUrnics,  I  had 
been  uncommonly  fortunate  in  efcaping  ac- 
cidents of  any  kind,  by  land  and  water* 
Prefumiiig  On  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  experi- 
ments, I  refolved  at  a  feafon  far  too  late,  to 
embark  on  a  hitherto  unattempted  enter- 
prize,  without  a  veffel  or  boat,  that  I  Could 
call  my  own* 

The  firft  Cruife  wis  to  be  through  the 
Sound  of  Mull,  a  long  narrow  channel, 
which  feparates  that  grCat  ifland  from  Mor- 
ven  on  the  continent.  A  courfe  of  dry 
weather  had  encouraged  a  hope  that  I  Would 
enjoy  fome  days,  at  leaft,  of  that  fine  Jea- 
fon  i  but,  on  the  morning  when  I  was  to 
tike  my  departure  from  Obari,  the  weather 
was  entirely  changed  from  ferenity  and  fun- 
fhine,  to  a  ftrong  head  wind,  attended  with 
ram  and  fog.  To  go  up  the  Sound  pf  Mull, 
eyen  in  the  moft  favourable  feafon,  was  a  dan- 
gerous experiment  for  a  fmall  open  boat, 
fuch  as  Oban  afforded.  Two  brothers,  of 
the  name  of  Stevenfon,  who  are  traders  in 
that  place,  and  to  whofe  induftry  that  whole 
...  Dz  diftria 
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Siin6i  is  iinder  great  obligations^  feeing  m$ 
fituation,  readily  offered  to  accompany  mff 
up  the  found,  in  a  new  veffel  of  their  own> 
lying  in  the  bay,  "  No/'  faid  a  perfbn  in 
company,  "  he  fliall  net  go  in  your  boat; 
•'  the  Cumbras  cutter  fhall  land  him  fefc  in 
**  Mull."—"  Therels  not  foeh  a  failer,"  faid 
he,  "  in  the  whole  Clyde  i  fhe.eaa  do  every 
*'  thing  but  fpeak>  and  we  have  thirty-fix 
**  hands  which  no  cutter  ia  the  fervice  cart 
"  equal.  We  take  more  prizes  tiian  any 
*•  two  of  themv  The  fmugglers.  fly,  and 
^*  ikulk>  and  turn  from  her,  aa  if  the  d— I 
^  was  in  purfuit  of  themr.  Tho'f  it  be  an 
•*  ugly  day,  you  (haU  fee  prefendy,.  how 
^  fhe  will  tack,  and  lie  to,  in  the  wind's 
^  teeth." 

Such  a  flattering  invitation  was  veiy  ac-- 
ceptable,  and  one  of  the  Stevenfons  agreed 
to  bear  us  company.  We  embarked  in  the 
-  long  boat,  for  the  cutter,  which  lay  in  a 
fnug  little  bay,  at  the  outfide  of  Kerera^ 
She  is  clinker  built,  lies  deep  in  die  water,  and 
though  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden^ 
appears  fo  fmall  at  a  diftanee,  that  finug*^ 
gling  veflels  are  thereby  decoyed  into  fitua-' 
ifi^oosfrom  ^;^4ieiicethey  cannot  efcape* 
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The  perfon  to  whom  I  was  obligated  for 
the  paffage  through  the  found,  was  Mr. 
Ritchie  the  firft  mate,  who  commanded  the 
veffel  in  the  abfence  of  that  terrible  foe  to 
illicit  trade.  Captain  Crawfurd,  who  was 
confined  by  illnefs.  The  men  feemed  td 
anfwer  the  chara(5ter  that  Mr.  Ritchie  had 
given  them.  They  were  ftout,  fober,  and 
fteady.  They  feldom  iwore,  and  they  had 
faved,  from  159I.  to  300I.  per  man.  The 
greateft  part  of  them  had  families,  for 
whom  they  had  built  finall  neat  houfes  on 
the  Cumbja,  *ii  ifland  in  the  Firth  of  diyde. 
Captain  Crawfur4  fet  the  example,  by  build- 
ing a  Jiandfome  houfe  for  himfelf ;  Mr* 
Ritchie  erefted  another  5  and  in  three  or 
four  years  the  place  began  to  ?iijume  the 
appearance  of  a  regular  town. 

Finding  myfelf  thus  accommodated,  I  be- 
^an  to  entertain  a  hope  that  chance  might 
put  a  fmuggling  veffel  in  our  way.  My  bu* 
finefs  was,  however,  to  coUeft  information 
from  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  his  people,  refpedting 
the  coaft,  the  different  openings  or  bays,  the 
cffefts  of  particular  winds  upon  each  bay, 
with  other  nautical  intelligence.  Mr.  Ritchie 
^pke  very  feelingly  of  the  poor  Highlanders, 

D  3  And 
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and  was  an  enthufiaft  for  the  meafujes  that 
I  had  fo  often  recommended.  Mr.  Stevenfo^, 
whofe  knowledge  of  the  Highlands  is  very 
extenfive,  was,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  zealous, 
and  both  of  them  gave  a  proof  of  their  fm- 
cerity,  by  becoming  fubfcribers.  Mr.  Ritchie 
having  twelve  children,  I  propofed  that  he 
fhould  take  only  half  a  fhare.* 

We  were  now  under  fail,  and  had  the  day 
been  fine,  the  numerous  iflands  along  the 
coaft,  with  the  various  appearances  of  dif- 
tant  mountains  on  the  continent,  would 
have  produced  the  moft  magnificent  views 
of  rude  nature.  Among  the  iflands  on  the 
fouth,  two  lofty  mountains  called  the  Paps 
of  Jura  overtop  the  whole  groupe,  and  are 
feen  at  a  great  diflance  from  every  direftion. 
They  rife  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf.  The 
higheft  is  nearly  three  thoufand  feetj-f  and 

com- 

•  He  was  in  mourning  for  one  of  his  fons,  who,  with  12 
other  perfons>  was  drowned  in  a  boat,  near  the  Cumbras^ 

t  The  mountains  in  Scotland  are  not  {o  high  as  is  gene- 
rally imagined.  Ben  Nevis,  near  Fort  William,  though  the 
bigheft  in  the  kingdom,  is  only  4,273  feet  above  the  level  qf 
the  fea;  and  in  general,  the  ridges  of  hills  in  that  country 
do  not  exceed  2,000  feet.  Thefe  compared  to  the  Alps,  the 
mountains  pf  Afia,  and  America,  arc  only  gentle  rifings  -r- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(   ss.  ) 

commands  a  moft  extenfive  profpeft  of  the 
Hebrides,  the  north  of  Ireland,  Argyleftiire, 
and  the  Futh  of  Clyde.  On  the  weft,  we 
faw  the  iflands  of  Colonfay  and  Oranfay  ap- 
pear as  fpots  in  the  ocean.  On  the  eaft,'  a 
large  fertile  ifland,  called  Lifmore,  at  the 
mouth  of  Loch  Linnhe,  a  capacious  lake, 
and  navigable  for  the  largeft  Ihips  to  Fort 
William,  which  ftands  in  the  country  called 
Lochaber, 

The  Ifland  of  Lkmore,  thus  placed  be- 
tween the  fouth  channel  which  leads  to  the 
Clyde,  the  Sound  of  Mull,  which  leads  to  the 
northern  fliores,  and  the  Linnhe  Loch,  which 
opens  a  communication  with  Fort  WilUam, 
and  the  interior  part  of  the  Highlands,  feems 
to  merit  particular  attention. 

This  ifland  contains  1,500  people;  is  above 
{even  miles  in  length,  by  one  in  breadth;  and 
being  compofed  of  lime-ftone,  it  might  be 
rendered  the  granary  of  that  coaft.  Hitherto 
it  has  derived  little  advantage  from  the  lime- 
ftone,  owing  to  the  want  of  good  peat,  the 
negleft  of  timber,  and  ftill  more,  the  duty 
A  4  upon 

The  height  of  fome  of  thp  mountains  in  Tibet,  near  the  Mo- 
gul empire,  is  8,000  feet  and  the  height  of  the  Andesj  ia 
South  America^  is  15,000  feet,  being  nearly  three  miles* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    56    ) 

Upon  coRs.    Thus,  with  the  advant^^  of 
navigation,  in  every  direction,  and  of  a  foil  ly- 
ing vpon  thp  ncheft  aianijre,  the  people  are 
indigent,    wid    frequently  qbliged   to  im- 
port meal  for  their  fubfiftence,    Many  of 
them  live  a  part  pf  the  year  upon  milk  only, 
If  this  .be  the  fitu^tiot^  of  a  fpot  naturally 
fertile,  we  may  eafily  concdy§  the  (iiflrefs  of 
the.pariih,  of  vvhich  Lifmore  forms  only  a 
very  fmall  part.    This  parifh  contains,  ber 
fides  Lifmore,  the  dilbift  of  Appin,  Duror, 
Gkn-Co,  Glen-Qreran,  and  Kingerlof h^  the 
whole  extending  forty  miles  in  length,  and 
inhabited  by  five  thoufand  people,*  who  are 
under  the  care  of  one  ininifter  aqd  two  mif- 
fionaries. 

At  the  north-eaft  end  of  Lifmore,  there 
is  a  fmall  ifland,  which  defends  a  bay,  fuf- 
ficiently  exteniive  for  all  the  purpofes  of  fifhr 
cogs  g^nd  co^ft][ng  buftnefs.-f*    Th?  benefits- 

of 

f.JlL  giving  tlje  quiQb^  of  people^  I  always  incl^die  die 

children. 

f  '*  Ramfay  Bay,  near  the  eaft-cnd  of  liifmore,  is  the  only 
^*  fafe  anchorage  in  this  ifland  j  the  ground  is  good,  the 
y  harbour  pretty  well  (hdtered,  and  the  depth  fufficient  for 
**  any  ftiip.  Take  the  ifland  (hat  flielters  the  harbours  oil  tlie 
'*  larboard-hand  going  in,'  and  anchor  ncareft  the  north 
f  fide/' 
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of  a  port  and  market,  both  to  the  natives  of 
this  iiland,  and  the  fhores  upon  the  Linnhe 
Loch,  muft  appear  obvious  to  any  perfcq 
who  has  the  map  or  chart  before  him. 

After  paffing  Lifmore,  we  entered  the  nar- 
row part  of  the  found,  againft  both  wind 
and  tide ;  an  attempt  which  none  but  Mr, 
Ritchie,  on  board  the  Cumbras  cutter, 
would  have  thought  of,  Other  veffels  were 
bearing  away  for  places  of  fhelter.  A  ftranger, 
who  feemed  to  be  ^  Englifhman,  QK>ke  us 
wi^  the  trumpet,  and  begged  that  we  would 
inform  )iim  of  a  f^fe  harbour  or  anchor- 
ing place.  Our  commander  anfwered  him 
\rj  the  trumpet,  in  a  very  obliging  manner^ 
fmd  the  ftranger  peered  immediately  for 
port. 

The  day  began  to  mend,  and  our  vefiel 
being  pbferv^  by  two  gentiiemen  on  the 
Morven  fide,  they  thought  proper  to  launch 
their  boat,  and  board  us,  to  hear  news.  The 
curiofity  of  Highlandmen,  when  a^  ftranger 
jgoes  among  them  is  proverbial.  The  lower  fort 
generally  interrogate  a  ftranger,  at  the  very 
firft  interview,  thus :  "  May  I  afk  your  name, 
§ij:  ?.-.-From  whence  came  you  ? — Where 

are 
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are  yon  going  *  There  was,  however,  a  very 
good  reafon  for  curiofity  in  the  prefent  cafe: 
Mr.  Ritchie  had  thought  proper  to  go  up 
the  found  with  colours  flying,  which,  no 
doubt,  brought  tlicfe  gentlemen  from  home; 
and  great  muft  their  difappointment  have 
been,  when  they  found  that  Ritchie  had 
played  a  trick  upon  them.  But  he  made 
them  ample  amends  at  a  wcjl  fumifhed  ta-»- 
ble  in  the  cabbin. 

Towards  evening  we  landed  at  Aros,  in 
Mull,  accompanied  with  our  vifitors;  and 
here  I  began  to  make  my  obferyations  on 
that  ifl  and. 

,  The  firftobjeft  that  prefenteditfelf,  was  the 
ruitisof  a  confid^rable  building,  fituatedim-^ 
mediately  above  the  fea.  It  is  called  the  Caftle 
of  Aros,  and  was  once  the  refideftceof  Mac- 
donald  of  the  Ifles,  .  At  the  fouth  entrance  ' 
of*  the  found,  we  had  pafled  another  ruin, 
upon  the  edge  of  the  fea,  called  Caftle  Duart^ 

which 

•  The  country  Irifh'  are  equally  inquifitive  after  news— 
Alk  an  Irifhman  the  way  to  Lurgan,  and  he  will  anfwer, 
O !  and  is  it  to  Lurgan  you  are  going  ?"  Happy  in  fuch 
important  information,  he,  with  great  chcarfulnefs,  adds* 
•*  D  then  my  dear  jewel,  I  will  be  after  putting  you  in  t^H  J. 
**  yerv  track  of  the  way  that  will  carry  ybu  to  Lurgan. 
**  It  is  a  very  fine  place— Was  you  ncVer  there  before  ?  .1 
««  fuppofe  you  came  laft  from  the  City  of  Dublin  t** 
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^hich  was  formerly  a  feat  of  the  chief  of  the 
Macleans,  who  wrefted  this  ifland  from  the 
Lord  of  the  Ifles,  and  by  whom  one  half  of  it 
was  ceded  to  the  family  of  Argyle,  in  the  laft 
centqry.  Some  miles  weft  from  Caftle  Du- 
art  ftands  the  Caftle  of  Moy,  an  ancient  feat 
of  the  Macleans,  of.  Lochbuy. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  inhabitants,  MuU 
is  twenty-four  Scots,  or  thirty  fix  Englifli 
miles  in  length,  and  nearly  the  fame  in 
breadth.  It  contains  three  pariflies,  nine 
.places  of  worlhip,  feven  churches,  five  fociety 
fchpolg,  three  parochial  ditto,  and  feven 
thoufand  people,  who  are  proteftants  of  the 
church  of  Scotland, 

The  mafters  of  tlie  free  fchools  have  only 
jol.  per  annum,  and  being  generally  old 
domeftic  fervants,  are  not  fufiiciently  qqali^ 
fied  fpr  the  charge  committed  to  them.  The 
whole  rent  of  the  ifland  is  from  7  to  8,oool* 
of  which  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  fliareis  faid  to 
be  4000L  Maclean  of  Lochbuy,  of  Toloilk, 
of  Coll,  and  Kinloch  Alin,  poflTef?  moftof  the 
remainder. 

Mull  fends  out  1,500  black  cattle  at  3I.  per 
head,  upon  an  average;    fome  fmall  horfes, 

and 
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«k1  300  ton  of  kelp.  About  two  hundred  ^er 
range  among  the  hills^  but  no  hares. 

It  is  upon  the  whole,  arough>  mountain- 
ous country,  covered  with  heath  or  mofs  5  but 
near  the  fliores,  there  is  fomc  good  arable 
land,  efpecialiy  on  the  weft  /ide;  and  much 
more  might  be  reclaimed,  if  the  inhabitants 
were  allowed  coals,  duty  free. 

Mull  is  much  indented  by  capacious  bays 
or  openings,  which  afford  the  natives  an  am-- 
pie  fupply  of  faknon,  white  and  fhell  fifh. 

There  is  not,  in  this  large  ifland,  any  ap* 
pearance  of  a  regular  well  built  Village,  or 
of  manufaftures,  or  even  (pinning  to  any 
extent.  One  half  of  the  young  women  are 
perfectly  idle,  except  in  the  harveft  time, 
when  they  go  to  the  Lowlands  to  (hear,  the 
earnings  of  which  fupply  them  with  trifling 
neceflaries,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  twen- 
ty-four fhiUings, 

Combining  all  thefe  circumftanees  j  the 
extent  of  the  ifland  5  the  number  and  inac** 
tive  ftate  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  want  of 
towns,  markets,  ports  ;  and  the  very  centri-.- 
cal  fituation  of  Mull  for  trade  and  navi-^ 
gation,  being  the  thoroughfare  where  rcCr 
fels  are  continually  palling  between  Cape 
Wrath  and  the  Irifti  Channel,  one  market 

town. 
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Urmiy  iituated  on  the  Sound  of  Mull,  Biid  ano-i 
ther  on  the.  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  would  be 
'  attended  with  the  moft  beneficial  confequen-r 
CCS  to  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  to  ten  thou- 
land  people^  who  inhabit  Mull  and  its  iflands, 
with  the oppofite  coaft  of  Morvenand  Loclk 
Sunart. 

Suppofing  a  town  to  be  built  at  Oban,  and 
another  upcm  the  Ifland  of  Lifmore,  we  are 
to  lodk  for  two  ftations  in  Mull,  at  proper 
diftances  from  thefe  two  places,  and  from 
each  other.  If  nature  fhould  alio  favour 
this  diftribution  of  ftations,  both  with  regard 
to  diftances^  and  the  qualifications  of  har- 
bours, the  bufinefs,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  fitu-* 
ation,  feems  to  be  decided. 

The  lochs  and  bays  in  Mull,  though  nu- 
merous, are  not  in  general  very  good  ;  they 
»e  either  too  fhallow,  or  too  open,  and. 
therefore  unfafe  for  veflels  to  run  into, 
during  ftormy  weather,  or  when  the  tides  arc 
low. 

One  of  the  moft  celebrated,  and  moft  fre- 
quented bays  in  the  Highlands,  lies,  however, 
near  the  north  end  of  the  Sound  of  Mull,  aad 
is  called  Tobirmory,  which  fignifies  the  Well 
of  the  Virgiij  Mary,  from  a  little  fpring 
that  is  fhown  toftrangers,  and  of  whofe  quali^ 
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ties  many  wonderful  ftories  have  been  told.- 
The  bay  of  Tobirmory  is  fufficiently  ca- 
pacious for  a  number  of  the  lirgeff  (hips.* 
It  is  fheltered  by  the  ifland  of  Calve,  which 
ftretches  along  the  entrance,  and  leaves  a 
paflage  at  each  extremity*  At  prefent  the 
northern  paf/age  only  is  navigable,  which 
is  a  great  defeft  in  this  bay/  and  might  be 
eaiily  remedied,  at  leaft,  for  the  navigation 
of  coafting  veffels,  by  removing  fome  great 
ftones  that  choak  up  the  fouth  paflage. 

The  north  entrance  was  once  fortified, 
of  which  fome  veftiges  are  ftill  vifible*  After 
the  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  armada  in  1588, 
the  fcattered  remains  of  that  fleet,  or  at  leaft 

a  part 

•  **  Tuhertttoray  Harbour  is  a  very  fine  place  for  large  ihips; 
•*  for  it  is  fheltered  from  all  windsj  the  ground  good,  and 
" '  thu  depth  moderate.  Large  (hips  may  anchor  any  where 
«'  above  a  cable's  length  from  the  ftiore*  Small  veffels  may 
•*  ride  more  commodioufly  on  the  weft  fide,  about  a  cablets 
«*  length  eaftward  of  the  fouthmoft  houfe.*' 

'  Mackenzie* 

Mr.  William  Sacheverel,  an  Englilhman,  who  in  the  laft 
century  lay  fome  time  in  this  bay,  fuperintending  the  divers 
employed  on  the  wreck  of  a  Spanifii  man  of  war,  lays,  thaC  ' 
for  its  fize,  it  is  one  of  the  fineft  and  fafeft  ports  in  the  world; 
covered  by  the.  woody  Ifland  of  Calve,  furrounded  by  moun-  * 
tains,  fliaded  with  trees,  and  the  cafcades  of  chryftal  water 
rolling  over  the  rocks,  form  altogether  a  fccnc  equally  ple<- 
fiag  aad  romaotic. 
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a  part  of  them,  made  a  defperate  attertipt  to 
return  home,  by  going  round  the  north  of 
Scotland,  to  Cape  Wrath,  and  from  thence 
fouthward  through  the  narrow  feas  of  t}i« 
Hebrides.  One  of  thefe  ihips  called  the 
Florida,  was  blown  up  by  a  Mr.  Smollett,  of 
Dunbarton,  near  this  fort,  where  a  part  of 
the  hull  ftill  remains.  When  I  was  at.  this 
place,  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  of  herring  bufles 
from  the  fouth,  was  driven  into  the  bay,,  to- 
wards the  evening,  by  a  flrong  gale  of 
wind,  none  of  whom  were  to  be  feen  neit 
morning.  They  had  heard  that  herrings 
were  in  the  north,  and  every  veflel  crouded 
fail  at  the  break  of  d^y  for  that  quarter. 

The  harbour  of  Oban  is  fo  ftrongly  fhel- 
tered  by  nature,  that  a  fmall  battery  placed 
at  each  opening,  could  defend  it  completely 
againft  any  number  of  cruifers.  By  this 
means  any  quantity  of  timber,  naval  ftores,. 
provifions,  &c.  might  be  lodged  in  perfe6l 
fafety,  which  would  prove  a  confiderable  re- 
lief to  fhipping  in  general,  and  to  the  High- 
land coaft  in  particular.  This  place  is  alfo 
happily  fuppUed  with  excellent  water,  abun- 
dance of  turf  immediately  in  its  vicinity, 
and  freeftone  at  a  convenient  diftance  upon 

the 
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the  oppofite  coaft  of  Morven,  near  the  ^n^ 
harbour  of  Loch  Alin. 

The  fhore  around  this  bay  is  the  property 
of  the  Duke  of  Argyle^  and  John  Campbelli 
Efq.  of  Knock)  in  MulL 

From  this  place  I  croflSbd  oVer  to  Ih* 
north-weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  where  I  found 
fome  excellent  com  fields,  and  good  paftu* 
rage.  Here  I  embarked  with  Mr.  Campbell^ 
in  a  boat  of  twelve  or  fourteen  tons,  and 
coafted  along  the  weft  fide  of  Mull,  which  iS 
deeply  indented  by  two  great  bays^  or  lakes^ 
and  abounds  in  iftands.  We  pafled  the  fa' 
mous  ifiand  of  Staffa  about  fix  o'clock  in 
the  evening ;  and  kept  off  and  on  for  fome 
time,  that  I  might  have  a  view  of  the  en- 
trance of  Fingal's  Cave,  and  the  majefticJ 
pillars  which  compofe  that  noble  arch* 
There  is  generally  a  furf^  or  fwell  of  the  fea, 
at  this  place,  which  utterly  precludes  all  pof- 
fibility  of  entering  the  Cave,  except  in  very 
calm  weather.  This  was  the  cafe  when  we 
made  the  ifland,  which,  with  the  latenefs  of 
the  day,  prevented  our  landing)  and  we 
bore  away  fouthward,  to  a  diftrift  in  Mull, 
called  Rofs  ;  of  which  Loch  Laigh,  or 
moit  properly^  Loch  Lye,  is  the  harboui'i 

In 
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ill  this  day's  voyage,  w6  croffed  the  ^fttf 
Opening  called  Loch  Tua,  and  had  a  xliftirifl 
view  of  the  iflands  which  lie  in  thfe  mouth 
x)f  it,  and  the  little  ifland  df  Inch  Rennrthj 
where  Dn  Johnfon  was  hofpitably  entertains 
cd  by  Sir  Allan  Maclean,  who  is  now  dead.; 

Next  appeared  Loch  Scridan,  fometimes 
called  Loch  Lfevitt,  which  we  crolied  in  the 
dark ;  and  gdt,  with  diificulty,  into  the  ihiall 
bay  of  Loch  Lye^  which  is  fituated  liear  the 
entrance  of  the  fbrifteri 

Here  we  landed^  attd  groped  our  way  to  a 
fmail  public  houfci  where  We  had  the  morti- 
fication to  find  the  doors  fhut'  and  the  peo-a 
pie  in  bed.    Mr.  GampbeU's  liame^  hdwever'^ 
loon  procured  uS  admiffion.    Any  lodging 
on  terra  firmay  was  pref(?rable  to  the  ac- 
commodatidnsi   Which    an   open    boat    af- 
i^ords,  and  efpecially  in  fuch  weather  as  wei 
experienced    between  the   26th  and  30th 
of  July.     It  then  blew  with  fiich  Violence, 
as  to  (hake  the'  corn  frdm  the  roots ;  it 
broke,  or  cut  off  the  tops  of  the  potatoes, 
by  which  the  growth  of  the  root  ceafes ;  and 
as  lid  ftdrm  of  equal  violence  and  duration 
\^  been  remembered  during  a  number  of. 
years,  great  fears  were  entertained  for  the 
B  bufle^ 
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f)iifies  and  fmall  craft  then  at  fea,  among  &r 
iflands.  *  Our  boat,  though  feemingly  tof&d 
out  of  the  water  by  every  wave,  neither 
drove,  nor  received  any  material  damage  5 
a  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour 
and  the  anchoring  ground. 

Mr.  Mackenzie's  account  of  this  bay  is 
kfs  favourable^'!-  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
he  fpeaks  of  bays»  as  he  found  them^  in  their 
natural  ftate  only,  without  defcribing  the 
fhelter  which  artificial  works  would  affi>rd. 
Thus  we  find,  that  Loch  Lye  might,  at  a 
fmall  expence,  be  rendered  a  fafe,  commbir 
dious  harbour  for  all  veffels  of  ordinary  fize» 
which  navigate  die  great  outer  channel  be^ 
tweefi  Mull  and  the  Long  Ifland«    That  a 

har- 

^  ClAnronald,  smd  Captain  Macleod  oF  Harris,  were  then 
•n  their  paflage  from  Greenock  to  the  Long  I(land>  in  a  fine 
deckedveffeL  Wben  this  ftorm  came  on,  th^  run  to  a  port# 
and  lay  fnug  till  it  abated. 

t  «<  Loch  Laigh  is  open  to  die  north,  near  two  points  of 
the  compafs,  and  therefore  cannot  he  reckoned  a  good  har- 
bour :  but  there  is  no  danger  in  faUing  into  it ;  the  |[round 
is  all  dean,  and  toward  the  head  of  the  bay  holds  pretty 
well ;  fi>  that  in  fuxnmer  it  may  be  reckoned  a  iafe  har- 
bour, bat  not  in  winter.  The  fafeft  anchorage  is  near  the ' 
head  of  the  bay,  on  t2ie  weft  fide  of  Ilan-Vaan,  on  four  m^ 
fire  fathoms  watBR.'^ 
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imhovat  fhould  be  formed  on  the  weft  Md 
t>f  Mull>  is  evident,  from  the  many  fmall 
iilands,  rocks,  and  fears,  which  lie  in  thii 
channel,  and  from  the  want  of  good  harbours 
in  thofe  iflands,  as  the  weft  fide  of  Jura,  of 
Oranfay,  Colonfay,  Icolumkill,  Tirey,  Coll, 
^c.  Loch  Scridan,  near  Loch  Lye,  is  a  fine 
harbour;  but  the  beft  anchoring  ground  is 
feveral  miles  within  land,  and  is  therefore 
out  of  the  courfe  of  (hipping. 
,  The  country  around  Loch  Lye  is  efteemed 
the  moft  fruitful  part  of  Mull,  and  it  is>  con* 
fequently,  the  moft  populous. 

The  facrament  was  adminiftered  during 
my  ftay  here,  at  which  a  very  great  concourie 
of  people  attended,  from  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  alfo  from  IcoIumkilL  They  ap- 
peared decent  in  their  apparel  and  behaviour^ 
and  had  the  charafter,  from  Mr.  Campbell, 
their  minifter,  of  being  quiet,  y^ell  difpofed 
people. 

^  While  1  was  ftroUing  on  th6  hills,  to  view 
the  ifland,  and  the  appearance  of  the  ocean 
in  a  ftorm,  I  was  kindly  invited  into  a  cotf 
tage,  prefented  with  the  fnufF-miU,  and  heard 
,great  news !  viz.  That  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
was  going  to  make  a  canal  at  JjQch  Cnnax^ 
Mi^to  build  many  towns  in  the  Highlands  1 
£  2  Some 
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Some  days  before  this  converiation>  I  haH 
been  informed  by  a  man  from  Tirey,  that 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  King  were  to 
carry  on  thefe  grand  works  between  them  I 
I  founded  the  prdfes  of  both,  and  told 
the  man  that  the  great  Earl  of  Breadalbane^ 
9nd  many  great  lairds,,  had  ^roan&d  to 
afTift  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  tjhe  King  ia 
making  the  Highlands  a  grand  country. 

The  ftorm  having  fubfided,  we  left  thii 
agreeable  place,  which  is  the  property  of  the 
Dtikeof  Argyle,  andfaikd  towards  Icolumls^^ 
which  is  alfo  ownedby  the  fame  nobleman. 
As  it  would  be  inexcufable  to  pafs  over  this 
ifland  and  StaiSSi  in  (ilence,  and  as  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  landing  upon  either  of 
thefe  celebrated  ifland^,  I  (hall  gratify  the 
reader,  by  fobjoining,  in  the  Appendix,  the 
accurate  defcription  by  Mr.  Pennant,  who  ex*» 
amined  Icolumkill  with  a  critical  eye,  and 
whofe  accounts  may  always  be  relied  upon,  as^ 
wdl  as  the  juftnefe  erf  his  drawings  or  views. 
To  this  I  Ihall  fubjoin  the  nervous,  but  kfi 
latisfaftory  defcription  given  by  Dr.  Johnfon^ 

For  the  defcription  of  Staffa,  we  are  in- 
debteld  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks^  which  is  alib 
given  in  the  Appendix^ 

Tbo 
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The  delay  occafioned  by  the  ftorm  obliged 
me  to  pafs  the  ifland  of  Icolumkill,  with- 
out landing  upon  it.  We  were  now  bound 
for  Tirey ;  the  diftance  exceeded  twenty-five 
miles.  Had  we  gone  aftiore  on  the  former, 
in  our  paflage  to  the  latter,  we  muft  have  re- 
mained all  night,  with  the  hazard  of  bad 
weather,  or  a  contrary  wind ;  by  which  fbme 
days  might  have  been  again  loft.  I  there- 
fore ftretched  away  along  the  coaft  of  Mull 
and  Icolurakill,in  the  hope  that  a  more  early 
ieafon  would  give  me  a  better  opportunity 
hereafter  of  furveying  thefe  great  curiofities 
of  nature  and  art 

The  condition  of  the  people  on  thefe 
ihores,  and  the  ftate  of  the  fiflieries,  being 
indifpenfible  fubjefts  o{  enquiry,  I  had  the 
pleafure  to  hear,  that  the  people  of  Icoliimkill 
had  difcovered,  immediately  upon  their 
coaft*  a  valuable  white  fiftiery;  that  they 
had  juft  begun  an  unperfe6t  trial  of  this 
fiftiery,  and  were  preparing  for  greater  exer- 
tions the  enfuing  feafon.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  no  h^bours  on  this  ifland ;  but  if 
a  town  and  port  ftiall  be  built  at  Loch  Lye^ 
which  is  only  five  or  fix  miles  diftant,  this 
\rhole  coaft  will  find  a  market,  and  be  fiip« 
jplied  with  ijeceflaries. 

E  t  Wf 
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'  Wc  were  now  between  Icolumkill  and 
StaiTa,  which,  as  the  day'  was  fine,  we 
faw  to  great  advantage.  We  perceived  the 
church,  and  other  ancient  buildings  of  the 
former,  very  diftinftly.  The  remains  of  dwel- 
lings erefted  above  a  thoufand  years  ago, 
excite  a  degree  of  veneration,  which,  though 
ftrongly  felt,  cannot  be  fufHciently  defcribed. 
StafFa,  on  the  right  hand,  appeared  in  the 
form  of  a  bold  rock,  fupported  by  pillars 
that  had  long  repelled  the  fury  of  a  turbu- 
lent  ocean.     , 

Beyond  Staffa,  on  the  north,  appeared 
Lunga,  and  a  number  of  inferior ,  iflands, 
among  which,  that  called,  from  its  form,  the 
Dutchman's  Cape,  is  the  moft  diftinguiftied. 
It  is  a  lofty  ifland,  and  ferves  as  a  fea  mark 
to  veflels  which  navigate  the  outer  channel. 

Tirey  and  Coll  appeared,  at  a  diftance,  as 
one  ifland,  of  about  twenty  miles  in  length, 
having  fome  gentle  rifmgs.  There  is  a 
channel,  however,  between  them,  of  more 
than  a  mile  in  width,  and  navigable  with  an 
experienced  pilot.  They  lie  fouth-weft  and 
north-eaft.  Tirey  is  the  inoft  foutherly  j 
and  here  we  arrived  about  fun-fet,  in  a  little 
creek,  fo  very  narrow  at  the  entrance,  that 

no 
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no  vcflcl  dare  enter  it,  except  with  mode- 
rate weather  and  a  feading  wind  5  yet  this 
was  the  only  place  in  the  ifland  on  which 
any  money  had  been  expended.  Here  is  a 
ruinous  pier,  whofe  dimenlions  are  propor- 
tioned to  the  fize  of  the  harbour  where  it  is 
built.  ,  A  fmall  veffel  may  lay  her  fide  to  it, 
and  the  harbour  or  creek  will  contain  three 
or  four  veffels  of  that  fize* 

As  ports  where  ftiips  of  burden  can  enter 
and  depart  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  at  all 
times  of  the  tide,  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  the  navigation  of  thefe  king- 
doms in  general,  and  to  local  fituations  in 
particular,  I  traverfed  the  whole  coaft  of 
this  ifland^  to  fee  if  fome  port  more  capa- 
cious than  the  place  above  mentioned,  could 
he  found.     After  this  excurfion,  I  found  no 
place  fo  praflicable  as  the  Bay  of  Gott,  or 
as  it  is  called  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  Bay  of 
Kirkabul.  ♦    Mr.  Campbell,  and,  other  per- 
sons who  have  frajuently  entered  this  bay, 
JE  4  were 

•  "  In  Ttri  there  1$  no  fafc  place  of  anchorage ;  only  in 
fummer,  a  ihip  may  flop  09  dean  ground,  in  Travy  Bay, 
almoft  any  where  above  two  cables  length  from  the  ihore. 
Or  on  the  weft  fide  of  Kirkabul  Bay,  on  three  or  four  fa* 
tb#i9s^  i^bout  two  pr  three  cables  length  from  the  ihore.** 

Mackenzii, 
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v^ere  decidedly  of  the  fam^  opinion;  bwt  1% 
will  require  a  ftrong  pier,  to  fecure  fliips  in 
9II  winds-  The  want  of  harbours  between 
lylull  and  the  Long  Ifland  has  already 
been  mentioned.  The  diftance  from  Belfeft 
Loch,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Irilhchannel,  to 
the  ifland  of  Canay,  in  the  north  Hebrides, 
is  above  one  hundred  and*  feventy  miles  5 
and  from  Loch  Lye  in  Mull,  on  the  e^ft,  to 
Loch  Boifdale,  in  tiie  Long  Ifl^d,  on  the 
weft,  is  fifty  jniles.  Between  thefe  places 
there  is  no  harbour,  where  veflels  navigat- 
ing the  outer  channel  can  enter,  or  lie  fe- 
curely,  in  any  weather.  Neither  is  there 
any  late  or  bay  in  this  great  fpace,  that  ad- 
mits of  being  made  a  fafe  port,  excepting  the 
Bay  of  Gott,  above-mentioned. 

The  Ifland  of  Tirey  is  the  fole  property 
pf  lie  Puke  of  Argyle,  who  draws  from 
thence  i,qoq1,  annually.  It  is  nine  miles  in 
length,  and  of  very  unequal  breadth;  but 
no  where  above  four  miles,  and  in  general 
Jfcarcely  tWQ*  It  is  a  low  ifland,  cpmpofed 
in  fomc  parts  of  rocks,  in  pthers  of  a  fandy 
foil,  which  produces  a  rich  verdure  of  grafs, 
jdaifies,  and  herbs  of  a  fragrancy  that  is  al- 
fj^oft  fi^ffocating  to  tliofe  who  are  riot  accuf- 

tome4 
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tomed  to  it.  A  fifth  part  of  the  ifland  is  pure 
fend,  which  feems  to  be  gaining  yearly.  About 
800  acres  arc  compofed  of  rock  and  mofs.  A 
verdant  plain  of  1 100  acres  feeds  2000  flieep, 
and  the  arable  lands  produce  3000  bolls  of 
grain,  moflly  barley;  of  which  500  bolls 
might  be  exported,  if  there  were  no  ftills  for 
whilky .  The  exports  of  black  cattle,  horfe?, 
,and  kelp,  are  very  inconfiderable. 

Some  fpecimens  of  marble  have  been  fent 
to  London  from  this  ifland  nearly  of  a  gar^  ^ 
net  colour.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  has  a  hand- 
ibme  chimney-piece  of  it  at  his  houfe  in  that 
city. 

Here  are  no  hares  or  deer,  becaufe  there 
is  no  flielter  to  proteft  them ;  neither  are 
there,  probably  for  the  fame  reafon,  any  ve- 
nomous animals  upon  the  ifland. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  computed 
at  2,200,  who  depend  chiefly  on  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ground,  though  the  coafl:  abounds 
on  every  fide  with  all  the  varieties  of  white^ 
flat,  and  ftiell  fifti.  This  difcovery,  flirange 
to  relate !  was  only  made  in  the  fpring  pre- 
ceding my  arrival  on  the  ifland,  when  two 
farmers  realized  60I.  in  a  fingle  boat,  after 
they  had  finiftied  the  daily  labours  of  the 
j5ejd»    This  good  fortune  will  probably  roufe 
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the  induftry  of  their  neighbours  j  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  their  fuccefs,  ei^ecially  as 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  is  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavours  to  promote  that  branch  upon  thp 
very  extenfive  fhores  of  his  eftate. 

Ha\ing  finiihed  my  obfervations  in  Tirey, 
I  took  leave  of  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  of 
Mull,  from  whom  I  had  received  much  ufe- 
ful  information  reipe£ting  thefe  iflands,  and 
the  beft  means  of  improving  them.  I  alfo 
experienced  his  hofpitality,  arid  readinefs  to 
accommodate  me  upon  every  occafion  during 
the  fpace  of  ten  days.  I  took  leave  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  minifter,  and  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Tirey,  who  favoured  me  with 
their  company  to  the  ferry,  where  I  crofled 
the  narrow  channel  to  the  Ifland  of  ColL 

This  ifland  is  faid  to  be  fourteen  miles  in' 
length,  by  two  in  breadth,  though,  I  believe, 
its  utmoft  length  does  not  exceed  twelve 
miles.  It  is  greatly  inferior  to  Tirey  in  fer- 
tility, being  compofed  moftly  of  rock,  fomc 
blowing  fand,  and  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
arable  land  j  yet  a  number  of  black  cattle 
are  raifed  here;  of  which,  it  is  faid,  four 
hundred  are  exported  jannually.  The  rent 
W  the  whole  ifland  is  only  7Q0L  per  annum, 
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of  which  Alexander  Maclean,  Efq.  has  the 
principal  fliarc.  The  two  extremities  are  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle. 

No  hares,  deer,  or  venomous  animals  are 
found  on  thefe  naked  rocks. 

The  ifland  is  faid  to  contain  a  lead  mine, 
which  has  not,  however,  been  wrought^ 
The  number  of  inhabitants  amounts  to 
1 1 00,  who  form  a  part  of  the  parifh  of  Tirey, 
and  are  under  the  care  of  a  miffionary. 

This  ifland  has  two  indifferent  bays,  and 
feveral  finall  creeks  for  boats.*    One  of 

the 

*  Sir  Adam  Fergufbn,  Mr*  Dempfter^  and  another  gen- 
lleman,  having  had  »4iair-breadth  efcape  near  this  place,  I 
requefted  of  Mr.  Dempfter,  that  he  would  favour  me  with  tht 
particulars  in  writing,  which  are  as  follow.  "  We  were  three 
^'  in  company*  Sir  Adam  Fergufon,  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  my- 

V  felf ;  all  limited  in  point  of  time»  but  meant  to  have  vi* 
'/  fited  the  Long  Ifland,  Lewis,  and  Sky,  before  our  re* 
^'  turn*  In  going  from  Staffa  to  Coll,  we  pafled  Coll't 
^*  Houfe  by  miilake ;  and  in  making  for  another  harbour 
**  there,  our  veiTel  ftruck  upon  a  funken  rock,  about  half  a 
''  milefrdm  theland,  andAuck therefor twoor three minuteti 
^'  but  the  day  being  fine,  the  fea  very  calm,  and  the  tide 
''  rifing,  we  got  the  veflel  ihoved  o£F  the  rock  by  the  ftem» 
''  after  a  good  deal  of  .thumping  on  the  rock.    Very  bad 

V  weather  for  twp  days  confined  .us  to  Coll,  after  «4uch  we 
^'  fickened  of  our  expedition,  and  returned  to  Strontien  io 
','  Loch  Sunartj  and  then  to  Fort  William,  after  failing 
^,^  fibout  from  the  15th  to  the  23d  of  Augulh  The  rock  il 
f*  laid  dpwn^  biU  not  named  in  ^  any  map.    My  journal 
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the  bays,  called  JLochachaftill,  lies  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  -,  the  other,  called 
Loch  Yern,  or  Loch  Irin,  *  lies  on  the  fame 
fide,  and  is  more  centrical.  The  entrance  of 
the  firft  is  encumbered  with  rocks  ^  the 
fecond  is  narrow,  and  the  harbour  within  is 
dry  at  low  water.  Though  thefe  bays  can- 
not 

**  written  at  the  time  has  this  entry— Aug,  17.  Thurfday  off 
**  Con,  ab^out  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  ftruck  on  a  rockaboutone 
**  mile  from  Loch  Yern  in  Coll.  Stuck  about  three  minutes. 
*<'  The  captain  marked  this  iHand  on  the  map,  and  called  it 
"*  Parliament  Rock.  You'll  obferve,  we  would  have  been  a 
«*  little  the  better  for  fome  of  your  perfevering  fpirit.  At 
^  the  fame  time,  this  hafty  and  partial  view  of  thofe  regions 
*'  gave  us  a  better  idea  of  the  whole  of  that  country,  than 
'•  thofe  who  have  jiever  fcen  any  pitrt  of  it.  My  opinion 
''  was  ftrongly  confirmed,  that  the  people  are  induftrious, 
'*  the  country  improveable;  that  living  by  means  of  pota« 
«'  toes  and  fiih,  is  very  eafy ;  and  that  leaies  to  the  ten- 
''  tots,  and  towns  with  magiftracy  for  juftice  and  police^ 
''  and  fome  regulations  with  refped  to  cuftom-houfe  fees, 
^'  clearances.  Sec,  alio  roads  of  conmiunication  to  be  made 
^*  by  the  public  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  coaft,  will  be  the 
^'  means  of  converting  that  country  into  an  ufeful  part  of 
*'  Great  Britain.'* 

March  23,  1787. 

^  **  There  is  no  good  anchoring  place  in  this  ifland.  Isi 
the  mouth  of  Lochachaftil,  above  Soay,  a  ihip  may  ftop  in  the 
fummer-time  on  five  or  fix  fathom  water,  and  clean  fand, 
about  one  and  a  half,  or  two  cables  length  from  the  ihore. 

«•  In  Loch  Irin  a  veflel  may  ftop,  in  moderate  weatlier, 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  that  lies  half  a  mile  up  the  bay,  - 
«a  three  or  four  fathoms,  about  the  middle  of  that  iflandi.'^ 
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not  be  rendered  of  any  utility  to  general  na- 
vigation, they  might  to  be  fo  far  improved 
as  to  jBnable  the  inhabitants  of  Coll  to  pro* 
fecute  the  fifheries. 

At  the  head  of  the  former  bay  is  the  feat 
of  Mr.  Maclean,  where  Dr.  Johnfon  fpent 
fome  days  s  and  here  I  flept  in  the  room 
where  that  perambulating  philofopher  re- 
pofed  himfelf.  I  too  traverfed  the  ifland 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  but  found  very 
little  worthy  of  notice,  excepting  the  me- 
lancholy devaftations  of  the  blowing  of 
fand,  which  has  covered  fome  good  landj 
and  threatens  more.  Againft  this  evil  there 
is  no  remedy  ^  neither  does  the  ifland  admit 
of  any  confiderable  improvement :  Mr.  Mac- 
lean propofes,  therefore,  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  his  tenants  to  the  fifheries,  the  na* 
tural  bufinefs  of  thefe  iflands,  and  which 
would  foon  place  the  natives  in  more  com- 
fartable  fituations. 

From  this  place  I  propofed  to  fail  for 
Bara,  the  mofl  fouthern  part  of  the  Long 
Ifland,  and  famous  for  the  white  fifhery  near 
itsfhores.  From  thence  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  traverfe  that  whole  range  of  iflands 

by 
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by  hnd,  as  far  north  as  the  Lewis.  The 
principal  iflands  which  compofe  what  it 
called  the  Long  Ifland,  are> 

Names  of  the  FrofriHorSm 

Bara  Macniel  of  fiara. 

'        .^  fMacdonald  of  Clanronald, 
\  andMacdonaldof  Boifdale« 

Benbecula  Macdonald  of  Clanronald« 

North  Uift  Lord  Macdonald. 

Harris  Captain  Macleod  of  Harris^ 

Lewis  F.  H.  Mackenzie  of  Seafortli* 

The  Long  Ifland  extends  140  miles  in 
length  from  Bara  to  the  Butt  of  the  Lewis, 
and  about  32  miles  where  broadeft. 

The  fouth  end  of  this  chain  lies  at  the 
diftance  of  fixty  miles  from  the  neareft  part 
of  the  continent  of  Scotland  5  and  the  north 
end  about  thirty  miles  from  the  main  land^ 
Of  the  channels  which  feparate  thefe  iflands, 
none  can  be  navigated  by  large  fliips  with 
any  degree  of  fafety,  except  that  which  fe- 
parates  Harris  from  North  Uifl:. 

Thefe  iflands  on  the  eafl:  fide  are  generally 
rough  and  mountaineous,  confequently  they 
abound  in  capacious  openings  or  bays,  where 
all  the  Britifli  navy  might  ride  fecurely.  The 
weft  fide  is  generally  levd,  fandy,  and  fruit- 
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fill  in  oats  and  barley,*  In  foine  of  the 
pl^ns  there  is  a  luxuriancy  of  fine  grals, 
herbs,  and  flowers  5  but  unfortunately,  the 
fea,  and  fands,  are  making  continual  de- 
predations  thereon,  which  no  efforts  can 
prevent.  The  fea  has,  however,  made  re- 
tribution for  its  incroachments  upon  thofc 
fine  plains,  in  the  article  of  kelp,  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality,  and  greater  in  quantity  than 
is  found  elfewhere  amongft  the  Hebrides ; 
infomuch,  that  in  1784,  the  eftate  of  Clan*- 
ronald  produced  nine  hundred  tons. 

In  my.  voyage  thither,  I  propofed  to  fteer 
by  the  north  end  of  Coll,  that  I  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  ifland  of  Canay, 
the  only  fmall  ifland  in  th6  Hebrides  that 
has  any  claim  to  a  village  on  the  plan,  and 
out  of  the  fund  of  the  Britifli  Society.  This 
ifland  is  the  fole  property  of  Clanroriald; 
it  is  three  miles  in  length,  by  one  in  breadth  5 
very  fertile;  and  contains  about  two  hun- 
dred inhabitants,  who  are  mofl:ly  Roman 
Catholics.  It  lies  fifteen  miles  weft  from 
the  fouth  end  of  Sky,  thirty  miles  eaft  from 

Bara 

^  I  have  been  itifimnedj  that  in  North  Uift,  one-jfburth 
fleck  of  barley  produced  fixteen  pecks ;  feven  and  a  half 
pecks  produced  four  bolls ;  and  that  a  grain  of  barley  in  this 
ifland  producta^twelrc  ean. 
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^Ara,  and  direftly  in  the  track  of  fhippin^ 
to  and  from  the  Baltic.  It  is  furrounded  by 
fifliing  banks,  and  having  a  harbour  *  fuf-^ 
ficient  to  contain  fhips  of  Inirden,  fuchveiielj 
as  cannot  make  the  harbours  of  the  Long 
Ifland  on  one  fide,  or  Tobirmory  on  the 
other,  generally  run  for  Canay* 

The  diftance  between  the  fouth-^taft  Mt6f 
Coll  and  Bara,  by  the  courfe  I  propofed  ta 
take,  is  a  navigation  of  more  than  feventy 
miles,  upon  the  main  ocean.  The  only  boa€ 
upon  Coll,  in  which  any  perfon,-  except  thofe 
amphibious  animals  the  Highland  fifhers^ 
would  venture  hiiiifelf,  belonged  to  Mr.  Mac^ 
lean^  andhad  been  taken  to  Sky  by  his  family,> 
who  were  upon  a  vifit.  In  this  dilemma,  a  ve-* 
nerable  oldman  offered,  with  a  degree  of  frank- 
nefs  that  I  little  expefted,  to  carry  me  in  hi* 
veffel  to  Bara,  or  wherever  I  might  think  pro-^ 
per  to  go  i  not  only  fo,  "  but  faith,"  faid  he,- 
"  I  can  introduce  you  to  any  family  in  the 
"  Long  Ifland,  for  every  body  knows  Wil** 
"  liam  Macdonald,  who  has  been  a  fiftier 
"  thefe  five  and  forty  years,  and  was  alway^^ 

"  refpefted 

•  "  The  harbour  <tf  Cana  is  fm^^  btit  pretty  well  fliel- 
teredy  and  commodioufly  Ctuated  for  yeiTels  bound  either* 
northward  or  fouthward ;  and  on  that  account  is^  more  fre-< 
quented  than  any  qf  the  harbours  ia  thut  neighbourhood.'* 
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jpefpcfted  by  the  firft  lairds  in  the  High- 
'"  lands.— I  faw  your  book/'  added  he,  **  in 
"  the  Ifle  of  Sky  :  O  !  how  you  have 
«  trimmed  that******  ♦****!  He  talk 
**  of  fifhing  !  he  knows  ihofe  about  cuf- 
"  tom-houfe  fees,  and  how  to  harrafs  induf- 
"  trious  men  who  toil  at  feaj  throwing  out 
*'  his  gibes  by  a  good  fire  fide^  with  the  wine 
"  bottle  before  him^  If  you  can  hi  ready 
"  to  go  to-morrow  morning,  wc*ll  get  out 
**  .with  the  ebb  tide  ;  our  harbour  is  none 
^^  of  the  beft,  but  leave  that  matter  to  old 
*'  Macdonald,  who  knows  it  weeL" 

This  old  man  commenced  herring  fiftier  in 
i742i  and  by  his  indefatigable  attention^ 
Imd  grfiat  experience,  realifed  7000I.  a  much 
greater  fiim  than  any  perfon  in  the  weft  of 
Scotland  had  acquired  by  that  profeflioti 
only.  He  had  in  latter  times,  four  good  fail- 
ing veffels,  with  which  he  went  to- the  filhing 
every  feafou)  andhebetaniefoweUacquainted 
with  the  appearances  of  the  approach  of  tlie 
herrings  at  one  lodh^  and  of  their  departure  for 
imother,  that  he  was  often  fuccefsful,  when 
other  veffels  went  away  empty.  He  had 
iallb  acquired  a  mqte  perfeft  knowledge  of 
^c  coaft  of  the  Highlands  than  any  perfon 

F  .  living^"' 
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Kring^    excepting^  Mr.   Mackenzie,    wba 
I  founded  the  whcde  of  it. 

Being  thus  a  complete  mafter  of  the  fifh- 
ing  trade,  and  of  the  very  hazardous  naviga- 
.tions  c^  theie  feas^  he  became  at  lail  a  guide 
to  the  whole  bufs  fleet,  in  whatever  related 
to  failing,  fifhing,  curing,  and  the  markets* 
**  When  I  came  out  of  any  loch/'  faid  her, 
"  they  ufed  to  fay.  There  goes  Macdonald, 
**  let  us  weigh  our  anchors,  there's  nothing 
"  moreinthis  place  for  us.  Then  the  fwifteft 
^*  among  them  would  try  to  ke^up  witli 
"  us,  but  we  fcudded  awaw  like  birds,  and 
"  laughed  at  the  bcfl  of  them.  I  have  feen 
"  fifty  fail  crouding*  after  us,  as  if  they  had 
"  been  in  purfuit  of  theMohfeers.  Then  I 
"  hauled  down  a  fail  to  give  them  time  to 
"  bear  up,  for  they  had  as  good  a  right  to 
"  the  herring  as  myfclf  t  I  fhowed  them 
"  the  way,  as  if  they  had  been  ray  own 
"  children*^— But  I  Ihould  not  fpeak  of 
•*  children;  I  have  been  ruined  by  my 
"  children.  My  two  daughters  married' two 
"  brothersu  who  dabbled  too  far  in  the 
"  American  trade,  and  were  often  pblig- 
**  ed  to  me  for  affiitancer  At  laft^  by  cau- 
"  tionary,  and  by  money  advanced  them 
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**  At  different  times,  I  loft  every  fhiilingj 
**  was  put  into  prifpn;  and  am  now  obliged, 
**  at  the  age  of  ferenty  yearSj  to  go  to  fea  ' 
^  agairi  for  a  poor  livelihood.  The  laird  of 
*^  Boifdale,  good  genfleman,  has  let  me  have 
*'  a  finall  veffel  for  lool.  though  worth  200L  , 
**  which  I  am  to  pay  when  I  am  able*  I 
*^  take  a  freight,  or  any  thing  that  offers^ 
•*  But  I  am  now  too  old  for  this  buftnefs  j 
*'  an  arm  chair  would  be  more  agreeable.'* 

This  being  the  hiftory  of  poor  old  Mac- 
donald,  he  is  always  a  welcome  gueft  at  the 
feats  of  hofpitality  in  the  Highlands ;  and 
here  I  found  him  in  Mr.  Maclean's  houfe, 
Where  he  enjoyed  all  the  iconveniencies  of 
one  of  the  family; 

Ifis  veflcl  being  a  good  failer,  and  in  good 
tondition,.  I  embraced  the  opportunity,  and 
agreed  to  embark  with  him  at  five  in  the 
moriiing;  The  night  being  very  boifterous, 
a  lefs  determined  paffenger  would  have  made 
that  circumftance  an  excufe  for  fpending  an- 
other day  tvith  Mr.  Maclean^  The  morn- 
ing proved  coarfe  and  hazy^  attended  with 
ra^n.  Mr.*  Maclean  infifted  on  my  drinking 
tea  before  I  went  on  bfoard  5  favoured  me 
with  his  company  to  the  Ihore,  and  fcnt  two 
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of  his  people  to  afliil  in  working  the  vcflTof 
out. 

Mr.  Macdonald  wa&  now  in  his  proper 
element.  His  ftation  was  at  the  helm.  The 
morning  was  iqually,  and  we  were  fur- 
rounded  with  detached  rocks,  fome  above, 
and  fome  under  the  water.  His  eyes, ,  keen 
as  thofe  of  an  eagle,  were  every  where ;  and 
his  tongue  never  ceafed  in  dire6ting  the  ma^- 
nagement  of  the  ropes  and  fails. 

After  we  had  got  fairly  out,  I  began  to 
look  into  my  lodgings  below,  where  I  found 
a  hamper  filled  with  wild  fowl,  chickens, 
and  veal,  with  wine,  rum,  fugar,  tea,  bread, 
butter,  &c.  "  Ay,  faid  Macdonald,  the 
*•  laird  would  not  have  afted  like  himfelf, 
"  if  he  had  done  otherwife ;  they  are  a 
"  choice  family.  I  have  known  his  father 
"  thefe  forty  years,  and  a  better  man  never 
«  lived/' 

When  we  had  got  to  the  north  point  of 
Coll,  Mr.  Macdonald  faid,  it  would  be  ha- 
zardous to  attempt  Canay  in  an  evening 
which  feemed  inclinable  to  fog.  .  We  there- 
fore puihed  for  jiny  harbour  we  icould  make 
in  Rum,  Egg,  or  Muck,  which  lie  contigu- 
ous, and  near  the  fou^  end  of  Sky. 

Rum 
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Rum  is  a  confiderable  i(land>  or  ratherone 
continued  Bock,  of  nearly  thirty  miles  in 
circumference.  It  is  the  property  of  Mr. 
Maclean  of  Coll ;  contains  30b  inhabitants  ^ 
grazes  cattle  and  fheep;  pays  200I.  rent 
annually  5  but  has  neither  kelp,  free-ftone, 
nor  lime. 

Muck  belongs  to  Donald  Maclean,  Efq! 
is  nearly  two  'miles  in  length,  by  one  in 
width.^  It  is  moilly  arable,  and  exports  fome  * 
barley,  oats,  potatoes,  and  cattle.  The  num-. 
ber  of  people  amoiint  to  253,  who  pay  2ooi, 
of  rent,  exclufive  of  twenty  tons  of  kelp, 
every  third  year* 

Egg  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Macdonald ; 
and  is  confiderably  larger  than  Muck,  but 
not  fo  fruitful.  In  thefe  iflands  there  are 
fome  anchoring  places,,  but  no  good  har- 
bours. 

The  courfe  we  took  lay  between  Rum,  .on 
the  left,  and  Eggand  Muck,  oil  the  right.  We 
had  perceived  3!!  thq^e  ^iflands,  at  intervals,  . 
through  the  day ;  but  when  we  advanced 
near  'them,  they  totally  difappeared,  with 
every  obje^  excepting  the  water  immedi- 
ately Jtround  us. 

F^      '  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(;8i5      ) 

.  Mr-  Macdonald  took  the  charge  of  dig 
liehn,  and  ftecrcd  by  means  of  the  compafe, 
through  the  channel  Ijetween  Rum  an4 
Egg,  which  is  only  five  miles  acrpfs,  Wc? 
failed  feme  time  in  this  courfe,  expe(5ling 
every  moment  to  fee  land  ^  but  we  remained 
wrapt  up  in  in^penet^rable  darknefs.  Our 
only  guide  was  the  compafs,  andadiftant 
found  of  waters.  Ourcrewconfiftedof  Macr 

•donald  andtwomenj  ofwljom,  Macdonald 
and  one  of  the  men  were  for  deaf,  that  they 
coiildnot  hear  thefe  founds.  The  other  failor 
and  njyfelf  Ayere  therefore  tq  form  conjee* 
taires,  and  to  make  pvjr  repoft  to  M^jcdonald, 
who  was  looking  anxioufly  ^ound  him  for 
landt  "  We  are  out  of  our  cburfe/'  faid  th^ 
failor  I  ^^  we  are  in  tl^e  open  fea ;  I  hear  the 
fv^eU  of  the  Atlantic/'  Differing.in  dpinion 

,  from  this  perfon,  I  fuggefted  to  Macdon, 
ngld,  that  we  muft  be  neartl\e  breakers  upon 
one  or  pther  of  the  iflands,  The  old  man 
kept  x\p  his  fpirits,  but  thought  it  prude/it  . 
to  go  v^ithyery  little  Yail.  Night  began  tq 
fipproach,  and  we  had  no  profped  tjf  |e^§ 
,f  idler  the  moon  or  ftars, 

Qf  all  fituations,  that  of  being  amang  ^ 
grpupe  pf  iflands  ^d  rpcks,  in  ^  foggy  night, 
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ts  £be  moft  dreaded  by  feamcn.    When  out  in 
the  main  ocean^  though  it  fhould  blow  an 
liunicane,  tl>e  velTel  has  a  chance  of  wea-* 
thering  it,  becaufe  there  is  fea-i^om,  as  they 
term  it,  and  no  danger  to  be  feared,  except-        ^ 
ing  from  the  violence  of  the  winds,  which 
H  good  veffel,  IkilfuUy  wrought,  •genwally 
?ludes-    Among  iflands,  as  thofe  of  the  He-     , 
jrides,  where  every  large  ifland  has    near 
its  fliores,  a  number  of  little  ones,  and  each 
of  thefe  being  generally  ftudded  with  rocks, 
therfe  is  danger,  on  every  fide,  of  being  driven 
by  the  winds,  or  4rawn  by  the  tides,  upon 
breakers  or  fhoals*  JSuch  were  the  profpe6ts 
before  us,    when  Macdonald  called   out,      , 
?  Land,  land  T 

The  fog  had  begun  to  Cubfide  on  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  ifland  of  Rum,  which  foon  be- 
tamc  fo  vifible,  that  no  doubt  remained  of 
our  fituation-  The  founds  we  had  heard, 
proceeded  from  the  breakers,  and  the  falls 
of  water  from  the  mountains.  Finding  our- 
felyes  under  impending  focks,  of  prodigious 
height,  we  fleered  to  a  proper  diftance,  and 
got  fafe  into  the  only  road  upon  this  bold 
coaft,  called  Loch  SkreforL 

Here  we  landed,  at  a  fmall  village,  in  a 
fituation  not  unpldafant.    The  people  were 

all 
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all  bufy  ki  packing  herrings  for  their  winter 

provifion ;  and  more  might  hare  been  cured, 

if  they  had  been  provided  with  fait.     Mr> 

Maclean,  th|t  proprietor  of  Coll,  informed 

me,  that  he  was  determined  to  give  the  in-, 

habitants  of  that  illand  every  affiftance  for 

promoting,  tlie  fiflieries.  ,  I  hope  he  will  tx-. 

tend  his  benevolent  endeavours  .to  this  bay 

alfo,  by  erefting  a  fmall  key,  and  fupplying 

the  people  with  fait  and  calks,  for  which 

they  would  pay  ready  money.     By  means  of 

this  aid,  they  would  furnifh  all  the  inHabi-? 

tants  of  the  ifland-in  herrings,  orwhitefilh,' 

through  the  whole  year^* 

At 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  vifit  this  ifland,  but  had  his  infor- 
ination  from  Mr.  Maclean,  the  proprietor ,  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  fuppofed  to  be  authentic.  **  The  horfe«,V  fays  he, 
'*  are  very  fmall,  but  of  a  breed  eminent  for  beauty.  Coll, 
not  long  ago,  bought  one  of  them  from  a  tenant,  who  told 
him,  "  that  as  he  was  of  a  fhape  uncommonly  elegant,  he 

V  could  not  fell  hin>  but  at  a  high  price ;  and  that  whoever 

V  had  him,  fhou]4  pay  4  guinea  and  a  half."  *'  There 
5ire  in  Bara,"  fays  the  Doftor,  "  a  race  of  horfes  yetfinaller, 
of  which  the  higheft  is  nobahove  thirty-fix  inches. 

*'  The  inhabitants  are  fifty-eight  families,  who  continued 
Papifls  for  fome  time  after  tlic  Laird  becapie  a  Proteftant, 
Their  adherence  to  their  old  religion  was  ftrengthened  by 
the  Laird's  fifter,  a  zealous  Roman  Catholic,  till  one  Sun^ 
j}ay,  as  they  were  going  tg  mafs  i^ndc(  the  cQuduft  of  their 

patroneSi 
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At  this  place,  I  was  informed  that  the 
herrings  were  ia  Loch  Urn,  which  was  faid 
to  be  crouded  with  buffes  and  Highland 
boats. 

The  tidings  of  a  capital  prize  in  the  lot- 
tery could  not  have  produced  greater  plea- 
fure  than  this  intelligence.  I  deferred  my 
voyage  to  Canay  and  the  Long  Ifland,  in  or- 
der to  enjoy  tl?e  Jight^  in  Loch  Urn ;  and  to 
learn,  upon  the  fpot,  if  all  the  complaints  that 
I  had  heard,  were  well  grounded.  Befides  per- 
ibnal  information  from  the  proprietors  of 
herring  buffes,  in  the  ports  of  the  Clyde,  I 
had  received  fundry  papers,  ftating,  that 
the  herring  fifheries  in  the  Highlands  were 
greatly  obftrufted  by  the  natives,  who,  in 
the  night  time,  cut  the  nets,  and  ftole  or  cut 
the  buoys  which  belpnged  to  the  buffes; 
that  to  thefe,  and  qther  irregulariti^,  were 
owing,  in  fome  meafure,  the  bad  fuccefs  of 
the  filheries  of  late  years ;  that  the  evil  was 

increafing 

patronefs,  Maclean  met  tbem  on  the  way,  gave  one  of  them 
a  blow  on  the  head  with  a  yellow  ftick,  I  fiippofe  a  cane, 
for  which  the  Erfe  had  no  name,  and  drove  them  to  the 
kirk,  from  which  they  have  never  fince  departed.  Since  the 
life  of  this  meihod  of  coiiverfion,  the  inhabitants  of  Egg 
and  Canna,  who  continue  Papifts,  call  the  proteftantifm  of 
Rum,  thp  xtXi^xon  Qi  atit  yellow'ftick.*^ 
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increaiing  daily»  and  unlefs  a  remedy  (hould 
be  devifed,  many  induftrious  peribns  would 
be  driven  out  of  the  trade, 

Mr.  Macdonald  had  been  bound  for  the 
fifheries,  with  a  view  of  a  freight  of  herrings, 
and  being  thus  equally  difpofed  for  thevoy* 
age,  with  myfelf,  we  fet  off  next  momjing 
in  high  fpirits.  The  day  was  remarkably 
fine,  which  afforded  moft  extAifive  and  beau-^ 
tiful  views  of  the  before-mentioned  iflands, 
.  on  die  fouth  j  the  coaft  of  Sky  on  the  nofth  j 
and  the  main  land  of  Scotland  on  the  eaft* 
We  coafted  die  whole  day,  along  the  fine 
Hoping  edges  of  Sky,  particularly  that  dir 
vifion  of  this  great  ifland,  called  Slate,  which 
is  ieparated  from  the  continent  by  a  chan-- 
nel  of  only  five  or  fix  miles.  Slate  is  a  good 
corn  and  pafture  country,  very  populous, 
and  ornamented  by  feveral  neat  white  houfes, 
that  are  inhabited  by  refpeftable  tackfmen. 
It  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  fituations  in 
the  Highlands,  for  the  refidence  of  a  gentle- 
man* It  produces  grain ;  raifes  cattle  and 
iheep;  the  bills  abound  in  deer  and  wild 
fowl ;  the  fea  in  all  the  variet  es  of  fifti^ 
While  thefe  gratify  the  appetite,  the  views 
<^  magnificent  hill9^  of  Teas,  and  of  vefTels 

paffing 
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pafiing  continually  to  and  from  the  xibrth; 
pleafe  the  imagination. 

In  this  day*s  voyage,  we  obferved  a  num* 
ber  of  Highland  boats,  with  four  oars,  and 
containing,  generally,  fix  or  feven  men.— 
They  were  returning  from  the  filhery  in 
]Loch  Urn  to  the  fouth  coaft  of  Sky.  The 
wind  being  contrary,  thefe  poor  people  wera 
forced  to  labour  at  the  oars  from  ten  to 
twenty,  or  twenty-five  miles,  before  diejr 
pould  reach  their  refpeftive  huts.  They  take 
Ithe  cars  alternately,  anArefreflr  theriifelv«g 
now  and  then  with  v/ater,  though  generally 
in  a  full  fweat,  ;They  fing  in  chorus,  obfervi- 
ing  a  kind  of  time,  with  the  movement  of 
the  oars.  Though  they  kept  clofe  upon  the 
(hore,  and  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
our  veffel,  we  heard  the  found  from  almoft 
every  boatr  Thofe  who  have  the  bagpipe^ 
u&  that  inftrument,  which  has  a  pleafing 
effe6l  upon  the  water,  and  makes  thefe  poor 
people  forget  their  toils. ' 

They  were  returning  to  their  familieay 
with  their  little  captures  of  herrings,  or  with 
what  they  were  able  to  buy,  and  with  a  very 
difproportioned  quantity  of  fait,  which,  in 
iht  filhing  feafon,  is.  generally  above  their 

abilities 
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abilities  to  purchafe,  and  fometimes  it  cannot 
be  procured  at  any  price.  For  tliefe  herrings^ 
the  value  of  which  might  not,  upon  an 
average,  exceed  fifty  Ihillings  per  boat,  fix , 
or  feven  men  muft  have  been  from  home  a 
week  or  ten  days,  in  moderate  weather,  and 
double  that  time  had  tlie  weather  been  ftbrmy, 
with  contrary  winds.  Jf  fuccefsful,  they 
do  not  repine  at  the  lofs  of  fo  much  time, 
the  fatigue  which  they  have  gone  through, 
or  the  dangers  to  which  they  have  been 
cxpofed,  in  navigating  the  main  ocean  with 
boats,  not  much  longer  than  a  ^London 
fcuUer,  and  many  of  them,  called  Norway 
(kiffs,  about  that  fize.  But  when,  after  all  • 
thefe  delays,  toils,  and  hazards,  they  return 
without  herrings,  which  i$  often  the  cafe, 
the  difappointment  to  their  half-ftarved  fa*- 
milies  is  eafier  to  be  conceived  than  ex- 
prefled,  and  they  have  the  fame  work  to 
perform  again,  as  foon  as  herrings  are  heard 
of,  within  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles.  Even 
.then,  difappointment  fometimes  follows ;  the 
report  may  have  been  falfe,  or  the  her- 
rings may  have  difappeared  before  the  peo- 
ple, ftruggling  with  contending  elements, 
could  Jisjve  reached^  the  fifhery,  ^  If,  at  die 
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fame  time,  thefe  people  Ihould  be  thus  com- 
pelled to  wander  from  place  to  place,  upon 
the  turbulent  ocean,  through  pofitive  necef- 
fity,  arifing  from  the  immediate  ,waht  of 
fublifVence,  or  from  the  urgent  calls  of  thofe^ 
by  whom  they  had  been  fupplied  upon  credit, 
with  meal  and  neceflfaries,  they  muft,  when 
the  fiftiery  fails,  difpofe  of  their  property,, 
and  fhift  every  one  for  himfelf  j  fome  in  the 
Lowlands,  and  others  to  inceffant  labour,  in 
the  wilds  of  America. 

As  we  advanced  towards  the  loch,  the 
number  of  boats  that  .were  returning  in  ^ 
every  direftion,  plstinly  announced  the  de- 
parture of  the  herrings. 

About  fun-fet,  we  caft  anchor  in  an  open 
road,  at  the  mouth  of  the  loch,  and  feeing 
a  decent  looking  houfe,  with  fundry  huts,  at 
fome  diftance,  Macdonald  and  myfelf  bent 
our  way  thither,  as  if  certain  of  a  good  re- 
ception, of  comfortable  lodging,  and  a  whole 
budget  of  news.  Whon  we  got  to  this  place, 
a  deadfilence  pervaded  the  whole  village ;  the 
windows  and  doors  of  the  principal  houfe 
were  fhutj  we  knocked  in  vaiji,  nothing 
that  had  life  >yas  feen  or  heard  fiom  any  quar- 
ter.   Macdonald,  who  pretended  to  a  tho- 
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'  tough  knowledge  of  Ae  country'and  people 
after  having  explored  every  hut  and  corner, 
declared,  that  he  had  never  met  with  fiich 
a  circumftance^  but  in  our  return  to  the 
Veffel,  we  were  informed  by  a  tranfient  tra- 
veller, that  the  people  of  the  viljage  had 
juft  gone  to  the  fliielings.*  "By  him  alfawe 
learned,  that  there  had  beeii  a  good  take  of 
herrings,  and  great  difturbances  between  the 
bufs^men  and  the  Highlandmen,  which,  hef 
faid,  had  driven  the  herrings  out  of  the  loch. 

With  the  help  of  a  blanket,  I  made'a  fhift- 
'  to  pafs  a  night  on  board,  accompanied  by  a 
whole  corps  of  thofe  nofturnal  difturbersf 
of  the  peace,  called  light  infantry.  Next 
morning  proved  fine,  and  by  five  o'clock 
we  were  under  fail,  with  a  head  winder  This 
did  not,  however,  prevOTit  us  from  woikingy 
up  the  loch,  by  tacking  from  fide  to  fide  j 
which  afforded  me  a  complete  view  of  the 
tremendous  mountains  that  bound  this  no-* 
ble  water.  In  fome  parts,  the  furface  was  co-^ 
vered.with  a  coarfe  grafs,  mixed  with  heath  j 
.  in  others,  with  woods  that  feemed  to  have 

been 

•  Huft,  or  dairy  houfcs,  among  the  mountains  and  moors,- 
where  the  people  go  in  good  weather,  to  make  butter  and 
Gfaeeie« 
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been  ftripped  of  their  beft  timber.  The 
mountsdns,  as  we  advanced^  iticre^ed  iii 
height,  and  new  woods  appeared.  At 
length  we  caft  anchor,  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  in  a  fmall  road  on  the 
north  fide,  called  Amifdale,  where  we  found 
a  moft  welcome  reception  from  Mr.  Mac-^ 
leod  and  good  Madam  Macleod.^ 

This  gentleman  is  about  eighty-fix  years 
of  age,  and  Mrs.  Macleod  is  turned  of  fe- 
venty.  Here  I  met  with  that  kind  of  civility 
and  attention  which  I  had  often  experienced; 
and  finding  myfelf  thus  agreeably  accom- 
modated, I  made  this  houfe  my  head  quar-* 
ters,  while  I  was  taking  a  furvey  of  the 
loch,  and  the  fifheries.  During  a  fhort 
acquaintance  of  three  days,  I  had  con« 
trafted  a  ftiendfhip  for  old  Macdonald, 
which  I  felt  pretty  fenfibly  on  parting 
from  him  at  this  place.  If  his  fons  in  law, 
who  are  again  in  bufine^,  ihould  ihew  no 

dit 

••  I  flail  never  forget  ttie  ho^itanty  of  the  houfe,"  fays 
Mr.  Pennant,  vol,  ii.  page  34a.  "  Before  1  could  utter  a  de- 
nial^ three  glaiTes  of  rum,  cordialized  with  jelly  of  bilberies, 
were  poured  into  me  by  the  irrefiilable  hand  of  good  Madam 
Macleod.  MelTrs  Lightfoot  and  Stuart  fallied  out,  in  high 
ipirits,  to  botanize  i  I  defcend^d  to  my  boat  to  make  the  yoy# 
age  of  the  lake.''. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  9^  ) 
difpofitiofts  to  maintain,. .in  a  decent  cdnif^ 
petency,  thfe  man  whomtheir  indifc^etions 
have  reduced  to  the.greateft  poverty,  I  hope 
that  the  traders  in  Greenock^  and  particu- 
larly thofe  concerned  in  fiiheries,  will  raife  a 
fmall  fund,  by  me^ins  of  in  annual  fubfciip' 
lion,  and  to  which  the  writer  of  thefe  fheet9 
will  chearfully  contribute. 


t>^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    97    ) 

DJESCftltTldN  OF  INVERNESS-SiitREi 

BEING  now  in  the  county  of  Invert 
nefs,  I  fhall,  agreeably  to  my  {)Ian,  give 
the  outlines  of  that  very  extenfivediftrift. 

There  are  three  northern  counties,  viz.  In- 
Vcmels,  Rofs,  and  Sutherland,  which  extend 
from  fea  to  fea:  The  medium  width  is  fc« 
venty  miles.  Mountains,  rocks,  and  mofs, 
conipofe  the  greatcft  part  of  thefe  counties : 
but  Nature  has  made  ample  amends  for  the 
poverty  of  the  foil^  in  the  great  abundance 
of  fifh  that  are  found  on,  oi'  near  the  eaft-  -  ' 
ern  as  well  as  the  weftem  fhores  of  this 
divifipn  of  our  ifland. 

The  weft  coaft  of  Invemefs-fhire  extends 
from  the  point  of  Ardnamurchan  on  thd 
fouth,  which  divides  it  from  Argylefhire,  to 
Loch  Duich  on  the  north,  by  which  it  is  di^ 
vided  from  Rofs-fhire^  It  is  indented  between 
thefe  boundaries,  by  feveral  bays  or  lakes, 
as  Loch  Kintray,  Loch  Moidart,  Loch  Ay- 
lort,  Loch  Nanua,  Loch  Nagaul  Loch  Ne-" 
villi,  Loch  Um,  and  the  Bay  of  Bern^ra. 

TTie  herrings  are  found  occafionally  in  all, 
thefe  waters  5  but  Loch  Urn  is  the  only  regu- 

G  lar 
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lar  fifhing  ftation  to  which  the  herring  bul^ 
fes  refort  annually,   from  the  fouth.     But 
if  the  continent  be  deficient  in  this  refpeft, 
the  iflands    which  form  a  part  of  Inver- 
nefs-ftiire,   fufficiently  abound  in  excellent 
repofitories  of  fifli,  in  all  the  varieties  known 
in  the  northern  feas.     Thefc  iflands,  being 
fituated  in  the  main  ocean,   between  Cape 
Wrath    and   Ireland,    lie   confequently   in 
the  very  track  of  the  annual  migrations 
that  pafs   towards   the  Irifli  ftiores,  every 
year,  after  tlie  month  of  June.     The  cod  and 
ling  caught  on,  or  near  thcfe  infular  ihores, 
'  are  alfo  more  numerous,  and  of  a  larger  fize 
than  thofe  upon  tlie  main.     The  names  of 
the  inhabited  iflands  which  compofe  a  part 
of  this  fliire,  are  given  in  page  25,  making 
in  the  whole  forty-four;  of  which  Sky,  Har^ 
ris,  North  and  South  Uift:,  are  the  priijcipaL 
This  great  county  is  inhabited  chiefly  ^y 
Macleods,  Macdonalds,  Macpherfons,  Mac- 
kintoflies,  and  Frafers;  of  whom  the  Mac- 
leods  are  faid  to  be  the  moft  ancient  poflTef- 
fors  on  the  wefl:  fide.  It  fumifties  a  regiment 
of  fencibles  to  every  War,  and  a  ftill  greater' 
number  of  men  to  the  marching  regiments. 

In- 
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Inverness,  which  ftands  on  the  eaftertt 
cbaft,  is  the  capital;  and  though  incon^der- 
ible,  it  is  the  only  town  in  that  county* 
It  was  formerly  a  place  of  great  trade  w^ith 
Norway,  the  Baltic,  and  the  Eaft  Country. 
Its  exports  Were  chiefly  grain,  fifli,  beef, 
;ind  Ikins^  It  fell  into  decay,  but  is  again 
beginning  to  flourifh; 

The  territorial  produce  of  thefe  Highland 
.counties  ire  fo  fimilar,  that  it  is  unneceflary 
to  repeat  them.  They  confift,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  of  fmall  black  cattle,  horfcs,  and  fheep, 
from  the  fale  of  which  the  farmers  pay  their 
rents,  and  fupply  themfelves  with  meal 
through  great  part  of  the  year. 


J    O    U    R    ]^^    A    La 

ONE  of  the  moft  entertaining  fights  at 
Arnifdale^  was  the  playing  of  falmon  within 
a  gun  (hot  of  the  fhore*  They  had  come 
into  the  lake  with  the  herrings,  and  though 
a  great  number  had  been  caught  by  Mr*  Mac- 
leod's  people,  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  near 
his  houfe,  there  feemed  to  be  no  diminution 
of  their  numbers  :  but  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  every  filh  partook  of  the  enjoyment 
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which  leaping  out  of  the  fea,  in  a  fine  fun* 
fhine  day,  af!brded. 

The  next  fcene  was  from  eighty  tx>  one 
hundred  herring  bufTes,  packing  and  curing 
thegleanings  of  their  late  captures.  Towards 
the  upper  part,    the   loch  is  divided   into 
reaches  or  fedions,  and  in  the  very  upper- 
moft  of  thefe,  the  herrings  are  ufually  caught 
in  (ixteen  fathom  waters    The  entrance  into 
this  pond  is  very  narrow,  and  fo  fhallow,  that 
it  may  be  forded  at  low  water.    In  Sweden, 
the  fifhers  block  up  thefe  inner  ponds,  by 
means  of  ftrong  nets,  properly  difpofed  at 
the  entrances,  and  thus  prevent  the  herrings 
from  getting  out  at  full  tides.    But  the  Scots 
fifhers  rejeft  this  rational  method;  and  the 
confequence  is,  a  fcene  of  war  and  confu- 
fion,  in  which  the  buffes  gcnerdly  loofe 
their  nets  and  buoys,  befides  their  chance  of 
'  herrings,  which  are  driven  away  by  the  num- 
ber of  veffels,  boats  and  nets,  that  fill  every 
fpace,  in  thefe  confined  waters.    They  filh  in 
the  day  time,  and  fbme  perfons  have  been  fcea 
driving  the  herrings  into  the  nets  with  thdur 
oars.   They  frequently  interminglctheirncts, 
and  are  obliged  to  cut  them  wiA  knives  be- 
fore they  are  feparatcd. 

The 
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The  fhorc  was  covered  with  little  hovels, 
or  tents,  which  ferve  as  temporary  lodgings 
to  the  natives,  who  flock  to  thefe  fifheries, 
and  who,  in  their  turn,  were  full  of  com- 
plaints againft  the  bufs-men.  This  year 
Mr.  Macdonald  junior,  of  Banifdak,  a  gen* 
deman  of  great  bodily  flrength^  and  who 
Is  both  loved  andfeared  in  this  loch,  attempt- 
^  in  vain  to  preferve  peace  and  good  order. 

By  him  I  had  an  invitation  to  his  father's 
bouie  at  Barrifdale,  a  pleafant  little  bay  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  loch.  This  gentleman 
had  been  in  the  lafl  rebellion,  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  confined  nine  years  in  the  caflle 
4>{  Edinburgh,  from  which  he  was  relieved 
dirough  the  intercefiion  of  fiends.  He  lives 
in  filent  retirement,  upon  a  flender  income, 
and  feenu  by  his  appearance,  converfation, 
and  deportment,  to  havemerited  a  better  fate. 
He  is  about  fix  feet  high,  proportionably 
]nade,  and  was  reckoned  one  of  the  hand* 
jbmeft  men  of  the  age. 

He  is  ftill  a  prifoner,  in  a  more  enlarged 

ienfe,  and  has  no  fociety,  exciting  his  own 

family,  and  that  of  Mr.  Macleod  of  Amif- 

{lale.    Living  on  oppofitg  fides  of  the  loch, 

^^eir  communications  are  not  frequent. — 

G3  The 
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The  fouth  fide  of  this  water  is  the  property  of 
Macdonald  of  Glengary ;  and  the  north  fide, 
which  feems  to  be  the  moft  valuable,  is  the 
property  of  major  general  Macleod,  the  chief 
of  that  name,  who  is  now  in  the  Eaft  Indies . 
In  order  to  preferve  the  trifling  crops  of 
grain  that  are  raifed  here,  the  com  is  car- 
ped, in  wet  weather,  and  as  foon  as  it  is  cut 
down,  into  barns  built  with  1  wicker,  wher6 
it  is  dried  by  means  of  the  fifting  air. 

I  perceived  in  Mr.  Macleod's  garden  prodi- 
gious quantities  of  apples,  pears,  goofeber- 
ries,  rafberries,  ftrawberries,  currants,  and 
moft  excellent  vegetables, 

Though  Loch  Urn  has  a  capital  herring 
fifhery,  it  has  no  other  recommendation  as 
a  proper  ftation  fojr  ^  town.  The  hills  rife 
to  a  great  height  on  both  fides,  and  all 
intercourfe  with  the  inland  country  is  nearly 
cut  off;  confequently  there  are  few  inhabi- 
tants on  this  water. 

From  Loch  Urn  I  was  accompanied  in  a 
boat,  by  a  part  of  Mr.  Macleod's  faniily,  to 
Bernera,  in  Glen  Elg,  a  pleafant  country, 
inhabited  by  900  people,  having  a  church, 
g  manfe,   a  public  houfe,    with  a  groupe 
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of  mean  huts,  and  the  moft  miferable  look« 
iiig  people  that  I  had  feen.  /    ■ 

The  valley  behind  is  comparatively  luxu- 
riant, and  finely  watered  by  a  copious  ftream, 
where\there  is  a  falmon  filhery.  Here»  in 
1722,  were  built  two  houfes,  containing  24 
apartments,  for  the  accommodation  of  200 
foldiers.  Thefe  buildings  were  made^  it  is 
faid,  a  notorious  job ;  and  their  prefent  rui- 
nous ftate,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  feems  to  con- 
firm that  aflertion. 

Here  I  was  entertained  by  the  command- 
ing officer,  and  his  whole  garrifon*  The 
former  was  ar^  old  corporal,  and  the  latter 
was  the  iold  corporal's  wife ;  the  entertain- 
ment, fnuff  and  whilkey. 

There  is  a  military  road  from  thefe  bar- 
racks tp  the  eaft  fide  of  the  kingdom,  by 
Fort  Auguftus,  diftant  forty-three  miles  j 
and  from  thence  to  Invernefs,  the  diftance 
thirty-two  miles.*  This  is  the  lafl  military 
road  acrofs  the  kingdom,  between  the  eaft-r 
Q  4  ern 

**  By  this  roady  though  one  of  the  moft  rugged  in 
Great  Britain,  the  celebrated  Do^lor  Johnson  pafied  frotii 
Invernefs  to  the  Hebride  Ifles.  His  obfcrvations  on  the 
country  and  people  are  extremely  corredt,  judicious,  and 
.io(bii6iive. 
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«m  and  weftem  feas.    From  ihcmt  mcth^ 
war4to  the  Pentlaiid  Fijthj  the  dtftance  is 

from 

Speaking  of  the  caftk  of  Invernefi,  where  it  U  iuppofed, 
Macbeth  deftroyed  his,  royal  mafter,  he  fays,  «*  Here  1% 
A  caltte,  called  thej^aflle  of  Macbeth,  the  walls  of  which  are 
yet  ilanding.  It  was  no  very  cs^cious  edifke  ;  but  Aands 
lipon  a  rock  fq  high  and  fteep,  that  I  think  it  was  once  not 
accelTible^  but  by  the  help  of  ladders,  or  abridge. 

**  We  were  now  to  bid  favewel  to  the  luxury  of  trayelling> 
and  to  enter  a  country  upon  which,  perhaps,  no  wheel  ha^ 
ever  rolled.  At  Inverncfs,  therefore,  we  procured  three 
horfes  for  ourielves  and  a  fervant,  and  one  more  for  our 
baggage,  which  was  no  very  heavy  load.  We  took  two 
Highlanders  to  run  befides  us,  partly  to  ftiow  us  the  way, 
;ind  partly  to  take  back  from  the  fea-fide  the  horfes,  of  which 
they  were  the  owners.  One  of  them  was  a  man  of  great 
a£tmty,  of  whom  his  coiqpanion  laid,  that  be  would  tire 
any  horfe  in  Invernefs:  Both  of  them  were  civil  and  ready 
handed.  Civility  feems  pact  of  the  national  chara^r  of  tho 
Highlanders. 

"  Near  thf?  way,  by  thp  water-fide,  [Lochnefs]  wc  eipied  a 
|;ottag;e.  This  was  the  firft  Highland  hqt  that  I  had  feen ; 
and  as  our  bufinefs  was  with  life  and  manners,  we  were  wiU 
ling  to  vifit  it.  To  enter  a  habitation  without  leave,  feems 
10  be  not  confidcred  here  as  rudenefs  or  intrufion.  The  old 
|aws  of  bofpitaSty  ftill  ^iye  thi^  licence  to  a  (Ifanger. 

"  When  we  entered,  we  found  an  old  woman  boiling  goat's 
flefh  in  a  jj^ettle.  She  fpokq  littl^  Englilh  ;  but  we  had 
interpreters  at  hand,  and  ihe  Was  wiliii\g  enough  to  difpiay 
)ier  fyftem  of  jpeconomy.  S)ie  has  five  childfen,  of  whona 
npne  are  yet  gone  frojn  her.  Thecldeft,  a  boy  of  thirt«n. 
(iml  her  hu%and|  who  is  eighty  ^ears  o^d»  were  atwprkin  the 
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frotti  e^ty  to  nimxy  miks,  where  no  felditr 
ever  appearedfor  the  purpoie  of  makiiag  roads, 

excepting 

wood.  Her  two  next  Ions  were  gone  to  Invernefs  to  buy  meal, 
hf  which  oatmeal  is  always  meant.  Meal  (he  confidered  as 
expenfire  food,  and  told  us  that  in  fprfng,  when  the  goats 
gsve  miHi:;  the  children  could  live  without  it. 

"  With  the  truepaftoral  hofpitaiity,  fhe  aflced  us  to  fit  dowi| 
and  fbink  wfaiikey.  She  is  religious^  and  though  the  kirk 
is  four  miles  off,  probably  eight  Engliih  miles,  (he  goes  thi- 
ther every  Sunday.  We  gave  her  a  Ihilling,  and  ihe  begged 
fhttff ;  for  fnuff  is  the  luxury  dfa  Highland  cottage. 

**  Early  in  the  arftemoon  we  came  to  Anoch,  a  village  ia 
Glenmorifon  ctf  three  huts,  one  of  which  is  diftinguiflied 
by  a  chimney.  Here  we  were  to  dine  and  lodge,  and 
were  conduced  through  the  firft  room,  that  had  a  chim- 
ney, into  another,  lighted  by  a  fmall  gtafs  window.  The 
landlord  attended  us  ^ith  great  civility,  and  told  us 
what  he  could  ^yt  us  to  eat  and  drink,  t  found  Ibme 
books  on  a  ihelf,  among  which  wece  a  volume  or  more  of 
Prideaux's  Connedlion.  This  I  mentioned  as  Something  un« 
expeded,  and  perceived  that  I  did  not  pleafe  him.  I  praifed 
the  propriety  of  his  language,  and  was  anfwered  that  I 
need  not  wonder,  for  he  had  learned  it  bjr  grammar.  By 
fubfequent  opportunities  of  obfervation,  I  found  that  my 
hoft's  di^on  had  nothing  pediliar-  Thofe  Highlanders  that 
can  fpeak  Englifli,  commonly  ipeak  it  well.  By  their  Low- 
land neigjibours  they  would  not  willingly  be  taught :  for 
they  ,have  long  cqniidered  them  as  a  mean  and  degenerate 
race.  Thefe  prejudices  are  wearing faft  away:  but  to  mucli 
of  them  ftill  remains,  that  when  I  alked  a  very  learned  mi- 
nifter  in  the  iflands,  which  they  confidered  as  their  moll  fa* 
f  age  clans  ?"—?'i^^^  faid  he,  that  U*ue  next  the  Lowlands,^*  . 
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esrcepting^a  iinall  party,  ibme  years  ago,  near 
Loch  Maree,  which  road  they  did  not  com- 
plete. 

The 

r 

*'  Some  time  after  dinner  we  were  furprifed  by  the  en^i^ 
trance  of  a  young  woman,  not  inelegant  in  either  mien  or, 
drefs,  who  afked  whether  we  would  have  tea.  We  found 
that .  fhc  was  the  daughter  of  our  hoft,  and  defired  her  .to 
make  it.  Her  converfation,  like  her  appearance,  was  gentle 
and  pleafmg.  We  knew  that  the  girls  of  the  Highlands  are 
all  gentlewomen,  and  treated  her  with  great  refpedl,  which 
(he  received  as  cuflomary  and  due,  and  was  neither  elated  by 
it>  nor  confufed;  but  repaid  my  civilities  without  embarroifl^ 
ment,  and  told  me,  how  much  I  honoured  her  country  by 
coming  to  furvey  it.  She  had  been,  at  Invernsfs  to  gain 
tlie  common  female  qyalifications,  and  had,  like  her  father,, 
the  Englifh  pronounciaUon:  I  prefented  her  with  a  book 
which  I  happened  to  have  about  me,  and  (hould  not  be  pleafed 
to  think  that  ^e  fprgets  me. 

•*  We  gained  Xo  much  the  favour  of  our  hoft ;  that,  when 
we  left  his  houfe  in  the  morning,  he  walked  by  us  a  great 
way,  and  entertained  us  with  converfation,  both  on  his  own 
condition,  aad  that  of  the  country.  His  life  feemed  to  be 
merely  paftoral,  except  that  he  differed  firoip  foine  of  the 
ancient  Nomades  in  having  a  fettled  dwelling.  His  wealth 
cpnfifts  of  loo  fheep,  as  many  goats,  12  milk  cowsj  ^d 
28  beeves,  ready  for  the  drover. 

**  From  him  we  firft  heard  of  the  general  dl3atisfa6lioi> 
Vhich  13  now  [1773]  driving  the  Highlanders  into  the. 
other  hemifphere;  and,  when  I  afked  him  whether  they 
would  ftay  at  home,  \i  they  were  well  treated,  he  anfwered, 
with  indignation,  that  n'o  man  willingly  left  bis  native  coi^n- 
try.  Of  the  farm  which  he  himfelf  occupied,  the  r^nt  had, 
if)  twenty  five-years,  been  advanced  from  five  to  twenty 
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The  bay  of  Bernera  is  open,  and  expofed  to 
(butherly  and  weftely  winds,  but  it  is  fortu- 
nately 

pounds*  which  he  found  himfelf  fb  little  able  to  pay,  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  try  his  fortune  in  Tome  other  place  ;  yet 
he  owned  the  reafonablenefs  of  raifmg  the  Highbnd  rent 
'n  a  certain  degree,  and  declared  himfelf  willing  to  pay  ten 
pounds  for  the  ground  where  he  formerly  paid  live. 

"  Beyond  is  a  valley  called  Glenlheals,  inhabited  by  the 
clan  of  Macrae.  Here  we  found  a  village  called  Aukna- 
iheals,  confiftingof  many  huts,  perhaps  twenty,  built  with 
dry  ftone,  that  is,  ftones  piled  up  without  mortar.  We 
had,  by  the  direftion  of  the  officers  at  Foft  Auguflus^  taken 
bread  for  ourfelyes,  and  tobacco  for  thofe  Highlanders 
who  might  Ihew  us  any  klndnefs.  We  were  now  at  a  place 
where  we  could  obtain  milk,  but  mufthave  wanted  bread  if 
we  had  not  brought  it.  The  people  of  this  valley  did  not 
appear  to  know  any  Englifli,  and  our  guides  how  became 
doubly  neceffary  as  interpreters.  A  woman,  whofe  hut  was 
diflinguifhed  by  greater  fpacioufnefs,  and  better  archite^re, 
brought  out  fome  pails  of  milk.  The  villagers  gathered 
about  us  in  confiderable  numbers,  I  believe  without  any  evil 
intention,  but  vj^ith  a  very  favage  wildnefs  of  afped  and  man- 
ner. When  our  meal  was  over,  Mr.  Bofw^l  fliced  the  bread 
and  divided  it  amongft  them,  as  he  fuppofed  them  never  to 
have  trf^ed  a  wheaten  loaf  before.  He  then  gave  them  little 
pieces  of  twilled  tobacco,  and  among  the  children  we  diftri- 
buted  a  fmall  handful  of  halfpence,  which  they  received 
with  great  eagernefs.  The  woman  whofe  milk  we  drank» 
feemed  unwilling  to  take  any  price,  but  being  preiied  to 
make  a  demand,  fhe  at  lafl  named  a  fhilling.  Honeily  is  not 
greater  where  elegance  is  lefs.  One  of  the  by-ftanders,  as 
fiz  were  told  afterwards,  advifed  her  to  afk  more ;  but  flie 
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nately  aiMed  by  three  good  bays  ontke  oppo* 
fite  coaftof  Sky,  viz*  Elen  Oraniay^  at  thp 

the 

iikid  a  ihUHflg  was  enough.  We  gave  her  half-a-crown,  and 
I  hope  got  fbme  credit  by  ouri>ehaviour ;  for  the  conipan^ 
iaid,  if  our  interpreters  did  not  flatter  us,  that  they  had 
not  ieen  fuch  a  day  fince  the  old  laird  of  Macleod  pa^4 
through  their  country. 

«*  We  were  told  that  at  Glen  tig,  on  the  fca  fide,  wo 
ihould  come  to  a  houfe  of  lime  and  flate  and  glafs.  This 
image  of  magnificence  raifed  our  expedation.  At  laft  we 
came  to  our  inn,  weary  and  peeviih,  and  began  to  enquire 
ibr  meat  and  beds.  Of  the  provifions  the  negative  catalogue 
was  very  copious.  Here  was  no  meat,  no  milk,  no  bread, 
no  eggs,  no  wine.  We  did  not  exprefs  much  fat isfa£(ion.  Here 
however  we  were  to  ftay.  Whiikey  we  might  have,and  I  be- 
lieve at  lafl  they  caught  a  fowl,  and  killed  it.  We  had  fome 
hcead,  and  with  that  we  prepared  ourfelves  to  be  contented » 
.when  we  had  a  veiy  eminent  proof  of  I£ghland  holpitality . 
Along  fome  miles  of  the  way,  in  the  evening,  a  gentleman's 
fervant  had  kept  us  company  on  foot,  with  very  little 
•notice  on  our  part.  He  left  us  near  Glen  Elg,  and  we 
thought  on  him  no  more,  till  he  came  to  us  again,  in  about 
two  hours,  with  a  prefent  from  his  mafter  of  rum  and  fugar. 
The  man  had  nientioned  his  company,  and  the  gentleman, 
whofename  I  think  is  Gordon,  well  knowing  the  penmy  of 
die  place,  had  this  attention  to  two  men,  whofe  names  per* 
baps  he  had  not  heard,  by  whom  his  kindnefs  was  not  likely 
to  be  ev^  repaid,  fmd  lyho  could  be  recommended  to  him  only 
hy  their  neceflitie§. 

*.*  We  were  now  to  es^aroine  our  lodging.  Out  of  one  of  the 
beds  on  which  we  were  to  repofe,  darted  up,  at  our  entrance, 
«  man,  black  as  a  Cyclops  from  the  forge.  Other  circuitt- 
ibmcesof  no  elegant  recital  concurred  to  difguft  us.  We  had 
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fouth  entrance  of  the  found,  diftant  fix  miles ; 
Dunnan  Roy,  immediately  oppofite,  at  the 
^iitance  of  one  mile;  and  Cailach,  Stone>  at 
the  north  entrance,  diftant  two  miles.. 

Adjoining  to  the  Bay  of  Bemera,  there  are 
forty  acres  of  low  ground,  appertaining  to 
the  barracks,  and  confequently  to  the  pub- 
lic. If  a  town  fhould  be  erected  on  the 
edge  of  tlie  bay,  this  land  might  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  a  common,  or  grazing  park.  The 
income  arifing  from  it  at  prefent  is  very 
inconfiderable. 

There  are  few  places  in  the  Highlands 
where  the  benefits  of  a  town  would  be  more 
generally  felt  than  at  this  place.  Befides  the 
advantages  to  the  oppofite  coafl  of  Sky,  and 
the  populous  diflricl  of  Glen  Elg,  or  as  it  is 
called  by  way  of  pre-eminence,  Glen  More, 
there  is  another  diflrift  at  the  diflance  of  a 
mile  ibuthward,  called  Glen  Beg,  or  the  Lit-* 

tie 

been  frighted  by  a  kdy  at  Edinburgh,  with  difcouraging 
reprefentations  of  Highland  lodgings.  Sleep  however  was 
neceflary.  Our  Highlanders  had  at  lail  found  fome  hay« 
with  which  t^e  inn  could  not  fupply  there.  I  direded  them 
to  bring  a  bundle  into  the  room,  and  (kpt  upon  it  in  my  ri« 
ding  coat.  Mr.  fiofwell,  being  more  delicate,  laid  himfelf  in 
iheets,  with  hay  over  and  under  him>  and  lay  in  linen  ]ike  a 
.gtntleman." 
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tie  Glen,  which  is  alfo  fertile,  populous,  and 
watered  by  a  fine  paftoral  ftream  that  (lip- 
plies  the  neighbourhood  with  falmon. 

This  place  is  famous  for  fo;ne  remains  of 
ancient  fabrics,  whofe  origin  has  baffled  the 
enquiries  of  antiquarians.  Two  of  thefe 
buildings  appear  in  the  form  of  circular 
ruins,  of  whofe  walls  fome  feet  ftill  remain 
above  ground.  Two  others  are  reduced  to 
a  heap  of  ftones.  They  are  placed  in  a  line 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  places  which 
ferved  for  the  purpofes  of  obfervation,  as  well 
as  defence.  There  are  many  remains  of  cir- 
cular buildings  in  the  Hebride  Ifles,  as  well 
as  upon  the  main  land  of  the  Highlands.  Their 
origin  is  attributed  by  fome,  to  the  Danes, 
and  by  others  to  the  ages  of  the  Druids. — 
Perceiving  that  the  country  people  were  de- 
molifhing  thefe  buildings  for  the  ftones,  I 
threatened  to  inform  the  laird  of'  Macleod, 
to  whom  this  country  belongs,  in  order 
that  every  offender  might  be  brought  to 
punifhment.  Upon  hearing  this,  ah  old  man 
obferved,  that  an  ancient  prophecy  was  now 
fulfilled;  for  it  had  been  faid,  that  "who- 
ever took   a   ftone  from  thofe  buildings, 
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Would  meet  with  fome  terrible  judgment, 
and  never  thrive  thereafter." 

Mr.  Pennant,  with  his  ufual  attention  to 
every  fubjefl  of  curiofity,  has  given  a  parti- 
cular account  of  thefe  buildings,  which, 
witk  defcriptions  of  the  famous  Dordanella 
and  other  ruins,  will  be  inferted  hereafter. 

Bernera,  though  not  frequented  by  the 
herrings,  is  bounded,  on  both  fides,  by  lochs 
where  that  fifhery  is  ftationary,  viz.  Loch 
Urn  on  the  fouth,  and  Loch  Duich  on  the 
north.  It  is  alfo  in  the  track  of  fuch  veffels 
as  chufe  to  pafs  by  the  inner  channels  to 
and  from  the  north  feas. 

My  courfe  being  northward,  I  had  an 
agreeable  paffage  through  that  part  of  the 
channel,  called  Kyle  Ree,  which,  though 
no  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide^  has 
a  depth  of  water  fufficient  for  the  laigeft 
(hips.  Here  the  flood  tide  runs  at  feven 
miles  an  hour;  but  at  the  loweft  ebb,  this 
ftrait  is  the  ufual  paflage  where  horfes, 
and  black  cattle,  are  fwam  acrofs,  between 
Sky  and  the  main  land;  for  though  this  |s 
the  principal  paflage  to  that  great  ifland. 
It  i$  not  accommodated  with  a  horfc-ferry.-- 

When 
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When  horfes  are  to  be  taken  over,  they  arc 
pufhed  off  the  rock  into  the  water.  A  fmall 
boat  with  five  men  attends,  four  of  them 
holding  the  halters  of  a  pair  on  each  fide  jof 
the  boat.  When  black  cattle  are  to  crofs 
the  Kyle,  one  is  tied  by  the  horn  to  a  boat  j 
a  Second  is  tied  to  the  firft^  and  a  third  to 
the  iecond;  and  fo  on,  to  eight,  ten,  or  twelve. 
After  fun-fet  I  was  carried  to  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Macrae,  at  Ardintoul,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Loch  Duich,  in  Rofs-ftme,  where, 
though  the  name  of  John  Knox  founds  harfh 
in  the  ear  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  met  with 
every  civility  that  a  hofpitable  family  could 
beftow,  and  to  which  a  prieft  of  that  perfua- 
fion,  who  happened  to  be  there,  contributed. 
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DEStRIPtlON  OF  ROSS-SHIRfe 

THIS  great  county  extends,  as  be* 
fore  obfervedj  from  fea  to  fea.  That 
part  which  lies  upon  the  eaft  fea,  and  along 
the  Firths  of  Dornoch  and  Cromarty^ 
abounds  in  grain,  and  is  very  populous; 
among  whom  are  many  refpeftable  families* 
Here  are  alfo  three  royal  boroughs,  Ding- 
Wall,  Tain,  and  Fortrofe,  with  the  Port  oi 
Cromarty.  Dingwall  and  Tain  difpute  the 
honour  of  being  the  head  town  of  the  county, 
and  political  controverfy  runs  high  in  both 
of  them. 

But  the  glory  of  this  part  of  Rofs-fhirc  is 
Its  waters,  chiefly  the  Firth  of  Dornoch, 
which  is  navigable  at  full  tides,  for  coafting 
veflels,  above  twenty  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
for  fmall  boats,  neaily  twenty  miles  farther^ 
towards  Loch  Broom  on  thfe  weft  coaft,— 
Secondly,  the  Firth  of  Cromarty,  a  beauti-^ 
ful  iheet  of  water,  twenty  miles  in  length, 
and  where  all  the  Britifh  navy  might  ride  in 
fafety.  The  water  of  Nefs,  alfo  capacious 
and  navigable  to  Invernefs.  The  Beaulie,  a 
branch  of  the  laft  mentioned  water*        , 

H  All 
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All  thefe  waters  abound  occafionally  in. 
herrings,*  finall  cod,  haddocks,  falmon,  &c# 
But  the  greateft  filhery  on  the  continent  of 
Scotland,  and  which  alone  has  been  profe-^ 
cuted  with  fuccefs,  is  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Rofs-fhire,  in  theie  great  openings,  called 
Loch  Duich,  Loch  Carron,  Loch  Kifleme, 
Loch  Terridon,  Gare  Loch,  Loch  Ewe,  Lit- 
tle Loch  Broom,  Great  Loch  Broom,  Loch 
Kennard,  and  Loch  Inver,  all  of  which  may 
be  confidered  as  fo  many  rich  mines,  to  thefe 
kingdoms.  It  is  chiefly  to  thefe  waters  that 
the  bufs-flect  from  Greenock,  Port  Glalgow, 
Rothfay,  Campbeltown,  and  other  ports 
upon  the  Clyde,  refort  for  herrings,  in  the 
fummer,  and  fometimes  in  winter,  through 
a  very  hazardous  navigation  of  200  miles, 
which  forms  one  of  the  beft  nurferies  for 
experienced  feamen  in  Europe. 

By  means  of  this  navigation,  and  the  fifh- 
eries  in  thefe  waters,  the  royal  navy  is 
fupplied  every,  war  with  jooo  men,  at  the 

moft 

•  In  the  winter  of  1 786,  and  the  beginning  of  1 787,  the  her- 
rings were  fo  numerous  in  the  bay  of  Invernefsy  and  iii  the 
Beau-ie,  that  any  number  of  veiTels  might  have  been  loaded  ; 
but  the  improvident  inhabitants  had  neither  caflL  nor 
fait.  A  iirkin  of  thefe  herrings  was  fent  me  from  thence, 
qf  about  900  to  the  barrel^  which  were  extremely  rich* 
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inoft  moderate  cpmputation;  which  number 
may,  with  fome  farther  ai4  and  fome  far- 
ther regulations  in  the  fifhery  laws,  be  ex- 
tended to  10,600  feamen.  If,  to  thefe,  we  add 
2000  men  for  the  fencibles,  or  the  rtiarch- 
iilg  regimehts,  the  importance  of  this  county 
will  evidently  appear. 

The  inhabited  iflands  decreafe  in  number, 
as  we  advance  northward:  thofe  which  lie  ill 
Rofs-fhire  are  bnly  twelve,  of  which  Lewis 
is  the  principal.  That  iljand  is  equal  in  tir 
tent  to  fome  counties,  and  its  white  fifti- 
•cries  would  exceed  thofe  on  the  coaft  df 
the  main  land,  were  they  profeeuted  with  the 
fame  attention  that  is  given  to  the  herring 
fifhery. 

The  princij)al  names  in  this  great  county, 
are  Mackenzies,  Macraes,  Roffes,  and  Mon- 
roes ;  of  thefe,  the  Mackenzies  poffefs  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  lands. 


Hz  JOUR- 
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TWO  or  three  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  Loch  Duich>  the  waters  divide  into  two 
branches,  one  oi  which  retains  the  name 
of  Loch  Duich^  and  the  other  is  called  Loch 
Loung.  On  the  former  are  the  ruins  o£ 
Caftle  Dounin>  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Mac- 
kenzies  of  Seaforth.  Thcxnas  the  Rhymer^ 
.who  lived  in  that  country,  and  pretended  to 
fupematural  forefight^  when  he  faw  this 
caftle  in  its  giory>  prophefied  its  downfall 
that  it  would  be  covered  with  grafs,  and  that 
the  goats  would  feed  thereon. 

There  feems  to  be  a  great  fjnrit  for  im- 
provements on  the  banks  of  Loch  Duich,  for 
which  the  foil  is  well  adapted,  and  ma- 
nure is  /near.  Here  is  much  grdn,  good 
pafturage,  with  many  fine  cattle.  The  loch 
is  ornamented  with  a  beautiful  low  ifland» 
tufted  with  trees,  which  adds  very  much  to 
the  fine  fcenery  around. 

Having  already  obferved,  that  all  the  wa- 
ters on  fhe  weft  coatt  of  Rofs-fhire  are  the 
feats  of  the  herring  filheries,  I  have  only  to 
remark  here>  that  though  the  herrings  in 

Loch 
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LochUrn^  which  is  but  a  few  miles  diilant> 
are  (b  fmall  as  to  require  i^aoo  to  each  bar- 
rel, thofeof  Loch  Duich^  and  from  thence 
northward  to  Cape  wrath,  are  of  the  fize  of 
900  to  the  barrel  in  fummer,  and  much  larger 
in  winter.  This  fingularity  in  Loch  Urn, 
has  given  rife  to  an  opinion,  that  each  loch 
has  its  own  breed  of  herrings,  exclufive  of 
thofe  left  there  by  the  Ihoals. 

Having  examined  the  fouth  fide  of  the  loch, 
Mr.  Macrae  fet  out  with  me,  in  his  boat,  for 
Ardhill  on  the  oppofite  fide,  which  we  made 
-with  confiderable  difficulty;  but  otir  patience 
was  abundantly  rewarded  by  the  ufeful  infor- 
mation, and  good  reception  which  we  received 
at  the  manfion-houfeof  Mr.  Maclver,  minis- 
ter of  that  place.    By  means  of  thefe  com- 
munications I  am  enabled  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  refpefting  two  bays,  oi* 
the  main  entrance  of  this  water,  which  is 
the  more  necel&ry,  as  Mr.  Murdoch  Mac- 
kenzie fpeaks  only  of  the  loch  in  general*^ 

H3  Ar- 

* ''  Loch  Duich  lies  at  the  north  end  of  Kyle  Ree»  a  narrow 

part  of  the  channel  between  Sky  and  the  main.    It  is  quite 

well  ibeltered,  the  ground  good,  and  being  above  three  miles 

long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  at  a  medium,  is  capable  of  t 

great  n^mber  of  the  largeft  (bip»»^' 

Mackinnin 
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Ardintoul  Bay,  on  the  fouth  fide,  has  a 
clay  bottom,  and  fixteen  fathom  water,  fa 
neai-  the  ftiore,  that  yeffels  put  one  hanfer  on 
Ijmd.  It  is  in  general  a  fafe  bay,  but  open 
to  north-eaft  winds.  Here  is  a  frefti  wa-j 
ter  ftream,  but  the  peat  is  at  fomc  diftance 
on  the  mountains. 

At  Ardhill,  there  is  a  bay  with  four-, 
teen  fathom  water,  and  good  anchoring 
ground,  but  open  to  fouth  and  fouth-eaft 
winds.  A  key  might  be  built  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  bay,  where  veflels  of  200  tons 
could  lay  their  fides.  Here  is  a  good  coun- 
try, plenty  of  water,  turf,  and  in  the  whole 
diftrift  J, 600  people.  Both  fides  of  the  loch 
^re  the  property  of  Seaforth;  as  alfo  thedif- 
tri6ts  of  Kin  tail  and  Loch  Elfh,  which  comr 
prehend  all  the  peninfula  lying  between  Loch 
Duich  and  Loch  Carron. 

Being  now  configned  to  the  hands  'of  Mn 
Mac  Iver,  that  gentleman,  and  a  miffionaiy 
clergyman,  favoured  me  with  their  company 
to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Mathefon,  who  lives 
on  the  north  .fide  of  the  mountains  which 
divide  .this  peninfula. 

The  day  was  fine,  and  we  were  affift- 
pd  in  pur  afcent  by  a  finart  breeze.    In 

climb- 
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climbing  the  mountains  of  the  Highlands,  I 
often  remarked  the  fuperior  ftrength  and 
agility  of  the  natives,  to  my  own:  I  have 
frequently  been  glad  to  fit  down,  all  in  fweat, 
when  my  friends  were  fcarcely  fenfible  of 
fatigue.  They  feem  to  be  formed  by  nature 
for  marches,  and  it  is  faid,  that  in  a  long 
march,  a  Highland  regiment  will  outdoe  the 
cavalry ;  but,  in  hot  climates,  they  frequently 
fall  down  and  expire. 

The  ridge  which  we  were  now  crofling,  pre- 
fented  much  improveable  land  almoft  to  the 
fummit.  The  views,  on  the  defcent  north- 
ward, were  equal  to  thofc  we  had  left ;  they 
were  compofed  of  verdant  glens,  pouring 
their  copious  ftreams  iuto  th?  entrance  of 
Loc|i  Carron. 

4t  Mr.  Mathefon's  we  met  with  captain 
Mackenzie  of  Applecrofs,  who  had  lately 
returned  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  captain 
TefFries,  from  the  fame  country.  The  whole 
number  of  perfons  at  fupper  amounted  to  s 
eighteen  or  twenty,  and  probably  no  com- 
pany ever  enjoyed  the  paffing  hour  more 
agreeably. 

Hovy,  or  vvhere,  this  numerous  company 

lodged  I  did  not  enquire;  but  I  believe  it  was 
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hi  the  manner  common  to  Highlandmen, 
from  the  days  of  Fingal  to  theprefcnt  thne, 
arid  founded  on  hofpitality,  or  neceffity>  and 
Ibmetimes  both* 

This  diftria  is  agreeably  intermixed  with 
land  and  water,  and  abounds  in  the  produce 
of  both*  Here,  I  embarked  in  a  boat  to  madtQ 
the  cruife  of  Loch  Carron,  accompanied  by 
Meflrs.  Mackenzie,  Jeffries,  and  Macdonald 
the  miffionary  clergyman.  This  locji  is 
equal  in  beauty  to  any  that  I  had  yet  feen  on 
the  weft  coaft.  The  north  fide,  which  is  the 
property  of  Applecrofs,  abounds  in  people^ 
and  in  corn  fields,  that  flope  gently  towards 
the  water. 

About  two  thirds,  from  the  entrance  oil 
the  north  fide,  is  Slumbay,  with  good  ancho- 
rage, but  open  to  the  north-eaft.*  Near 
this  place  are,  a  church,  manfe,  fcbool,  pub- 
lic-houfe,  and  corn-mill. 

The  herrings  have  forfaken  this  loch  for 
fome  years,  but  it  abounds  in  falmon,  which 

are 

♦  •*  Loch  Carron  is  large,  finely  Iheltered,  and  the 
l^round  very  goo4 ;  but  the  way  to  it  is  incumbered  withyery 
fmall  iflandsor  rocks,  and  the  entrance  narrow;  fo  that  it  is 
not  to  be  attempted  with  fafcty  by  a  ftranger.  Two  or  thrco 
perches,  properly  plaCed,  would  make  the  ^eft  channel  fufS-r 
ci^utly  plain,'*  Macktnt^$^ 
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are  taken  by  ixneans  of  a  cruive  placed  at  tlitt 
mouth  of  a  large  river  where  they  go  to 
fpawn.  This  pra£tice  has  become  very 
common  in  Scotland;  and  accounts  fpr  the 
fudden  decreafe  of  that  exquiiite  fiih  It 
has  been  compared  to  the  good  old  woman 
who  killed  her  hen,  in  order  to  get  at  the 
^;gs  all  at  once. 

From  the  head  of  the  loch  there  is  a  road 
to  Invemefs,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles, 
of  which  the  firft  nine  miles  run  through  a 
populous  glen.  The  number  of  people,  froin 
the  entrance  of  the  loch  to  the  extremity  <^ 
this  glen,  is  calculated  at  looo. 

Many  years  ago,  the  Board  of  Truftees  at 
Edinburgh  purchafed  feveral  acres  of  land 
at  the  head  of  the  loch,  and  fent  Mr.  Jef- 
fries of  Kelfo  to  inflru6t  the  inhabitants  in 
fpinning,  weaving,'&c.  Many  fmall  houfes 
were  built,  and  a  number  of  people  were 
colle£led  together,  which  gave  the  place  an 
appearance  of  a  populous,  though  detached 
village.  The  Truftees  built  a  houfe  .and 
ware-rooms  for  Mr.  Jeffries  ;  but  the  defign 
failed,  after  a  great  fum  of  money  had  been 
expended  in  the  expcFiment.  This  country 
jg,  however,  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Jeffries 

for 
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£er  the  example  he  has  fhewn,  and  the  ini« 
provements  he  has  madfe,  in  agriculture,  gar^ 

'  dening,  drainilig,  planting  of  trees  and 
hedges.  Theipot  on  which  he  refides,  and 
to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  New 
Kelfo,  was  compofed  of  heath  and  bog  j  it 
is  now  divided  by  hedge?,  into  fquare  fields, 
and  produces  excellent  cropa,  which  are  be- 
held with  admiration .  and  aftonifhment  by 
theignorant  neighbourhood.  So  avcrfe  were 
.thefe  people  to  innovations,  and  to  inftruc-? 
tion,  that  Mr.  Jeffries  was  forced  to  hire . 
ibldiers  from  the  barracks  of  Bemera,  for  the 
purpofe  of  digging,  planting,  and  trenching* 
Many  thQufand  acres  of  improveable  land 
lie  ftijl  buried  under  a  bed  of  mofs,  which 
Mr.  Jeffries,  or  his  fon,  would  bring  into 
agriculture,  if  they  had  the  land  upon  a 
a  le?de  of  two  or  thr??  lives. 
From  this  place  I  (jrofTed  the  hills  to  Loch 

.  K^iflerne,  a  good  fifhing  flation,    where  I 
found  many  bufles,  fome  of  which  I  board- 
ed.*    The  loch  doe^  not  extend  above  two 
piiles  into  the  country,  and  is  furrounded  by 
""  almofl 

^  V  In  Loch  Kifhoren  ther&  is  good  holding-ground,  and 

water  for  the  lar^eftihi^s ;  but  it  is  not  fufficiently  (beltered 
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ialmoft  itnpaflible.  mountains,  that  are  fup-' 
pofed  to  contain  copper  mines,  of  which  I 
faw  fome  fpccimens,  at  Applecrofs.  A  per- 
fon  from  England  had  propofed  to  enter  in-  . 
to  contrail  for  working  thefe  mines,  but  he' 
has  lately  fhewn  a  backwardnefs  to  make  the 
attempt,  from  which  it  is  imagined,  that  he 
has  laid  the  defign  afide. 

The  entrance  into  the  loch  is  obftruded 
by  fmall  iflands  and  rocks  -,  on  one  of  which, 
an  inward-bound  herring  bufs  ftruck,  in  my 
view,  but  got  off  with  the  flood  tide. 

The  Bay  of  Plock,  is  a  commodious,  fafo 
harbour,  for  fmall  veflels,  and  has  good  an- 
choring ground ;  it  lies  at  the  entrance  oP 
Loch  Kifterne  and  Loch  Carron  ;  arid  here 
fevcral  bufles  were  at  anchor,  from  whence 
they  fent  their  boats  to  the  filhery  in  Kif- 
feme.  This  place  lies  on  the  road  between 
^kyand'Invernefs,  by  the  way  of  Loch  Car- 
ron.  The  hills  abound  in  wood,  but  there 
is  a  fcarcity  of  water  in  dry  weather,  to  the 

diftance 

for  veffcis  in  the  winter  time.     The  beft  anchorage  Is  near 
the  head  of  the  bay,  in  eight  or  ten  fathoms ;  or  feptwecn 
the  ifland  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  entry,  and  the  point  next  ^ 
it,  oil  from  three  and  a  half  to  fix  fathoms."       Mackenzie. 
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diftance  of  half  a  mile^  where  there  is 
filenty. 

From  the  great  number  of  people  that  in- 
habit Loch  Elfh,  Loch  Carron,  Loch  Kif' 
feme,  andtheoppofitecoaftof  Sky,  a  town 
oa  fame  of  thefe  fhores  feems  indifpenfibly 
BeceiSary.  The  ftation  laft  defci;ibed,  is  the, 
tnoQ:  centrical  to  all  thefe  places  for  the  pur-» 
pofe  of  fifheries,  and  is  nearly  in  the  gene^ 
ral  track  of  fhipping. 

I  was  much  delighted  with  my  difcoverie$ 
on  thefe  watdrs ;  and  I  contemplated  with 
pleafure,  the  improvements  that  a  few  jeara 
may  bring  forth,  through  the  benevolent  ex- 
ertions of  the  Britifti  Society,  affifted  by  the 
firoprietors  of  the  ground.  The  whole 
country,  for  a  great  number  of  miles,  on  the 
fi>uth  fide,  belongs,  as  before  obferved,  to 
Mr*  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth;  and  on  the 
north  fide,  to  Mr.  Mackenzie  of  Applecrofs. 
If  we  may  judge  of  their  future  conduct  by 
what  has  already  pafTed,  there  is  great  reafon 
to  hope,  that  nothing  on  their  part  will  be 
wanting  for  the  accommodation  and  relief  of 
nvery  numerous  people.  I  heard,  while  ii^ 
ijtns  neighbourhood,  two  circumflances  re^ 
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fpe6ting  thefe  gentlemen,  that  merit  par6« 
cular  notice.  One  of  Mr.  Jeffries'  fons,  who 
manages  Seaforth's  bufinefs,  had  received 
ibmepropofals  from  fouth  country  ftieep  far- 
mers, ofiering  to  take  all  the  lands  in  a  certain 
diftri6t  upon  leafe,  at  double  the  prefent 
rent.  Mr.  Jeiffries  communicated  thefe  flat^ 
tering  propofals  to  Seaforth,  and  deiired  to 
know  what  anfwer  he  fhoidd  return.  Sea^ 
forth  wrote  him  in  very  few  lines,  that  "  he 
*'  neither  would  let  his  lands  for  iheep  pa£* 
**  ture,  nor  turn  out  his  people,  upon  any 
*^  confideration,  or  for  any  rent  that  could 
^'  bepffered.*' 

The  other  circumftance  relates  to  Applc^ 
crofs :  That  gentleman,  perceiving  the  bad 
policy  of  fervitude  in  the  Highlands^  ha« 
tdtally  relinquifhed  all  his  feudal  claims  upon 
the  labour  of  his  tenants,  whom  he  pays 
With  the  ftriftefi  regard  to  juftice,  at  the  rate 
of  fcven,  or  eight-pence,  for  every  day  em- 
ployed upon  his  works. 

Fumifhed  with  this  agreeable  informatioii» 
•I  fet  out  chearfuUy  for  Applecrofe,  accom- 
panied by  capt.  Mackenzie,  and  others,  in  a 
boat  rather"  too  fmall  for  our  intended  voyage. 
Here  the  channel  expands  to  the  width  of 
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ten  miles  at  an  average,  bounded  on  one  fidfi 
-by  Sky,  and  on  the  other  by  the  main  land 
of  Applecrofs. 

In  this  channel  arc  the  iflands  of  Pabbay, 
Croulin,  Longa,  Scalpa,  Rafa,'  and  many 
rocks  above  water* 

If  pur  boat  was  finally  the  weather  was 
favourable,  and  the  fea  in  continual  motion 
-with  fifli  of  the  wh^e  kind.  The  larger 
ones  were  perceived  at  a  dilVance,  by  means 
of  the  water  which  they  throw  into  the  air 
when  they  breathe,  and  appears  in  the  form 
of  cafcades/  They  ramble  about  in  fearch 
of  the  herrings,  whom  they  devour  by  hun- 
dreds at  a  time  5  but  many  are  thrown  into 
the  air  with  the  water,  and  thus  have  a  nar- 
row cfcape. 

The  fifh  near^ft  us,  were  chiefly  gi'am- 
puffes,  returning  from  Loch  Kifferne,  and 
.  feemed  to  be  fearching  about  for  the  herrings 
that  had  juft  deferted  that  bay.     They  pro- 
bably eonfidered  our. boat  as  being  upon  the 
.fame  bufineis,  and  therefore  kept  clofe  by  us 
•  for  fome  miles,  a^their  guide  to  the  prey.  Some^ 
tumbled  upon  the  furface  of   the  water, 
others,  leaped  fairly  out,  to  the  diftance  of 
two  or  three  yards.     Their  colours  were  va- 
rious, tranfparent,  and  finely  fet  off  by  a 
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clear  fun.  Mr.  Mackcniic  fired  two  or 
three  times  with  lug  (hot,  but  we  knev^  not 
with  what  efFeft.  It  is  not  probable  that 
fmall  fhot  will  pierce  through  their  thick 
bodies  of  fat  or  blubber,  for  we  find  that  it 
requires  the  flrength  of  two  men  to  force  a 
*harpo6n  into  the  fail  fifli,  before  it  reaches 
the  vital  parts. 

At  length  our  companions  rtioved  towards 
a  fiitall  bay  on  the  main  land,  from  which, 
after  a  vain  fearch,  they  immediately  tum- 
bled back,  and  direfted  their  courfe  to  the 
oppofite  coafl  of  Sky,  while  we  purfued  our 
voyage  northward. 

It  was  now  time  to  confider  how  we  ftocd 
with  refpeft  to  fea  (lore,  which,  upon  exdl- 
ttiination,  was  both  plentiful  and  good.  -We 
made  for  a  rock,  of  wliich  we  took  polTefRori, 
till  we  had  finifhed  a  hearty  meal. 

Fr6m  thenie  we  had  an  agreeable  paflkgfc 
*  to  Applecrofs  Bay,  which  is  finely  fkirted 
'%ith  highly  cultivated  fields,  and  much  tim- 
ber. Many  of  the  trees  are  of  tonfiderable 
magnitude,  .though  upon  the  edge  of  the  fea; 
'  which  confutes  the  affertion,  that  timber  v/ill 
not  grow  within  the  influence  of  the  fea  air. 
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Other  examples  will  be  mentioned  in  dicar 
place. 

The  houfe  of  Applecrofs  is  large,  and  the 
garden  contains  more  fruit  than  the  family 
can  poffibly  confume.  '  It  may  be  fuppofed 
that  a  part  of  the  fruit  is  fent  in  prefents  to 
thoie  who  have  none,  or  that  it  is  given  to 
the  poor  of  the  place. 

Here,  as  ufual,  is  a  river  ftocked  with 
falmon  and  trout  ^  the  hills  abound  in  deeir 
and  game,  but  there  is  a  want  of  neighbour^ 
hood  and  fociety,  which  muft  render  life  fo- 
litary,  if  not  burthenfome,  even  amidit  the 
luxuries  of  nature. 

There  is  however,  a  church,  and  a  cler-* 
gyman  in  this  bay,  which  help  to  fill  up  the 
vacuity*  The  minifter  is  Mr.  Macqueen^. 
ion  of  the  minifter  of  that  name  in  Sky^ 
whom  Dr«  Jphnfon  imagined  he  had  foiled 
on  the  fubjeft  of  Oflian's  Poems.  The  old 
gentleman  is  fince  dead,  and  the  fon  defends 
his  memory  againft  the  Doftor's  pretended 
vi6tory.  It  is  a  well  known  fa£t>  that  there 
are  many  poems  or  fongs  in  the  Highlands^ 
fimilar  to  thofe  that  have  been  publifhed  in 
die  name  of  Offian.  It  is  alfo  certain,  that 
the  whole  country,  and  all  the  iilands,  arc 
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iUi^  with  'the  exploits  of  Fmgal  TKat  i 
Inan  of  this  defcription,  of  great  heroifm  and 
Q)lendid  atchievements,  aflually  exifted  in  the 
Ilighiands^  at  fomfe  remote  Jjeribd  of  time,  the 
numerous  remairkiible  places  that  ftill  go  un- 
der the  name  of  Fingal;  is  another  ftrong 
Corroborating  proof. 

As  the  feafon  for  vifiting  the  northern  He-* 
bides  was  nearly  fpent,  I  refolved  to  com- 
plete that  cruife  without  delay.  Mr.  Mao» 
queen  obligingly  undertook  td  (Jonduft  me 
to  the  feat  of  Mr.  Macleod  of  Rafay,  diftant 
about  twenty  miles,  which  we.propofed  to 
perform,  as  ufua\  in  a  fmall  boat/  The 
morning  being  wet  and  boifterous,  we  co^ 
tered  ourfelves  with  folds  of  plaid;  and  thus 
Equipped,  we  bore  for  fhe  foiith  paflagej 
from  thence  we  propofed  to  go  up  the  found 
between  Rafay  and  Sky.  Rafay  prefented  a 
bold  Ihore,  which  rifes  to  the  height  of  moun- 
tains; and  here  the  natives  have,  with  in- 
credible labour,  formed  many  little  cornfields 
and  potatoe  grounds;  Thefe  heights  de^^ 
creafe  at  the  fouth  end,  where  thefe  are  fome 
farms,  and  a  good  looking  country. 

Being  baffled  on  this  codft  by  ftrong 
head  winds,  we  pufhed  hard  to  gairt  a  littjte 
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ereck,  vvhtct  we  nught  land}  which  havii^ 
ej9fe6ted,  Mr.  Macqiieen  and  myfelf  iet  out 
with  a  guide^  for  the  houie  of  Rafay.  Mr. 
Macleod  the  laird,  was  ill,  and  I  believe  iti 
bed,  xwhen  we  arrived ;  but  during  our  (hort 
ftay,  we  experienced  the  hofpitality  and 
obliging  manners  of  that  family,  ib  juftly 
celdbrated  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

"  Our  reception,'*  fays  he,  "  exceeded  our 
**  expeftation.  We  found  nothing  but  ci* 
**  vility,  elegance,  and  plenty.  After  the 
,*^  ufual  refrefliments,  and  the  ufual  con^ 
*'  verfation,  the  evening  came  upon  us# 
**  The  carpet  w?e  then  rolled  oflf  the  floor, 
^^  the  mufician  was  called  in,  and  the  whole 
•*  company  was  invited  to  dance  5  nordid  ever 
**  fairies  trip  it  with  greater  alacrity*  The 
"  general  air  of  feftivity  which  predomi* 
"  nated  in  this  place,  fo  far  remote  from  all 
'^  thofe  re^ons  which  the  mind  has  been 
^^  yied  to  contemplate  as  the  manfions  of 
**  pleaTure,  ftruck  the  imagination  with  a 
**  delightful  furprife,  analogous  to  that 
^  which  is  felt  at  ab  unexpected  emeifion 
^  from  darknefs  into  light. 

*•  When  it  was  time  to  fup,  the  dance 
<<  ceafed,  and  fix  and  thirty  perfons£it  do wii 
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•*  to  two  tables  in  the  fame  room.  After 
*^  flipper  the  ladies  fung  Erfe  fongs,  to  which 
**  I  liftcned  as  an  Englifti  audience  to  an 
**  Italian  opera,  delighted  with  the  found  of 
*^  words  which  I  did  not  underftand* 

"  I  inquired  the  fubjefls  of  the  fongs, 
•*  and  was  told  of  one,  that  it  was  a  love 
**  fong,  and  of  another,  that  it  was  a  fare- 
•*  wel  compofed  by  one  of  the  iflanders,  that 
*'  was  going  in  this  epidemical  fury  of  emi- 
^  gration,  to  feek  his  fortune  in  America. 

"The  family  of  Rafay/'  continues  he, 
**  confifts  of  the  laird,  the  lady,  three  fons, 
**  and  ten  daughters.  More  gentlenefs  of 
•*  manners,  or  a  more  pleafing  appearance 
*'  of  domeftic  fociety  is  not  found  in  the 
•*  moll  polifhed  countries." 

On  the  other  hand,  I  found  this  family 
equally  lavifh  in  their  encomiums  upon  the 
Doctor's  converfation;  and,  his  fubfequent 
civilities  to  a  young  gentleman  of  thatcoun-. 
try,  who,  on  waiting  upon  him  at  London, 
Was  Well  received,  and  experienced  all  the 
attention  and  regard  that  a  warm  friend 
could  beftow.  Mr.  Macleod  having  alfo 
been  in  London,  waited  upon  the  Do<Stor, 
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who  provided  a  magnificent  and  exp^nfiViJ 
entertainment,  in  honour  of  his  old  Hebri-* 
dean  accjuaintance. 

Here,  as  at  the  houfe  of  Coll,  and  elfe- 
where,  Ifignified  a  wifli  to  fleep  in  the  roonl 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Doftor,  and 
was  readily  gratified  in  that  reqtieft. 

Till  I  arrived  at  this  place,  no  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Macleod  had  fubfcribed,  on  any 
lift,  to  the  fund  then  raifing  by  the  Britifh 
Society*  Mr.  Macleod  fet  the  .example,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  the  few  gentlemen  of  that 
name  contributed  nearly  i,aool. 

The  houfe  of  Rafay  is  pleafatitly  fituated 
near  the  fouth-weft  end  of  the  ifland,  which 
is  the  moft  level  part  of  it.  It  has  an  ex- 
tenfive  and  excellent  garden,  and  is  furround- 
edwith/oreft  trees  of  confiderable  maghi- 
tude ;  another  proof  that  trees  will  grow 
upon  the  edge  of  the  fea,  though  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  the  channel  here  is  narrow. 
Immediately  behind  the  houfe  of  Rafay  are 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  chapel,  now  ufedas 
the  family  burying  place. 

This  ifland  is  full  thirteen  miles  in  lengthy 
by  two  in  breadth  5   it  contains  700  inhabi-' 
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tents  ;*  has  plenty  of  lime-ftone,  frec-ftow; ; 
find  feeds  great  numbers  of  blapk  cattle^  bi^t 
Jias  no  deer,  hares  or  rabbity. 

The  only  appearance  pf  ^  harbour  in 
Rafay  is  at  Cl^chan  Bay,  where  Mr.  Macleod 
refides.  On  the  Sky  fide  there  arp  many 
good  harbours,  at  no  gre^t  diftance  from  this 
place,  and  fiom  one  another, 

Mr.  Macleod  is  the  fole  proprietor  of  Ra- 
fay, and  of  Rona  and  Fladda  at  the  north 
end  of  it,  which  are  only  proper  for  grazing. 

As  Mr.  Macleod  was  indifpofed,  and  his 
eldeft  fon  frdni  home,  JVfr.  Macqueeij  con- 
tinued his  good  offices,  and  embarked  with 
me  for  Portree  in  Sky,  which  lies  fome  miles 
.north.  On  going  into  our  boat  I  took  a 
final  leave  of  the  worthy  laird  of  Rafay, 
who  died  foon  after,  and  now  lies  among  the 
remains  of  a  long  feries  of  anceftors,  in  the 
.^bove  mentioned  chapel. 

The  channel  that  we  were  to  navigate  is 
bounded  on  the  eaft,  by  the  high  lands  of 
Rafay,  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  ftill  higher 
lands  of  Sky,  terrible  to  behold,  and  which 

I  3  n.  oft^^ 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  fays  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  containing 
900  inhabitants.     Bat  as  my  information  was  from    Mr. 
Macleod,  who  knew  e?ery  particular  of  this  iiknd,  1  prefer 
his  account. 
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often  fend  forth  fqualk  of  wind  tcjo  powerful 
for  velTels  to  withftand. 

The  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Portree  pre*? 
fcnts  agreeable  landfcapes  on  both  fides,  with 
excfellent  pafture. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  there  is  a  church, 
an  appearance  of  a  village,  fome  mall  craft, 
and  many  fifhing  boats.  Here  James  V.  of 
Scotland  and  feveral  of  his  nobility  landed, 
when  they  made  the  tour  of  the  Hebrides  ii^ 
1535-  from  which  circnmftance  this  fin© 
bay  has  got  the  honourable  name  of  Por- 
tree. * 

It  is  the  only  port  or  harbotir  to  a  veiy 
confiderable  divifion  of  Sky,  on  the  eaft  fide. 
From  this  opening  to  the  northern  cxtre^ 
;mity,  a  courfe  of  twenty  miles,  the  ihorc  15. 
one  continued  line  of  lofty  l-ocks,  where  no 
(hip  can  find  refuge  in  the  mildcft  weather^ 
and  where  inevitable  dangers  await  the  ma- 
riners in  rough  weather. 

Th9 

•  *♦  The  Baypf  fprtrte,  off  thci  hpufcs,  is  an  exOeedisg 
good  harbour  for  a  few  fiiips  of  any  fize  j  it  is  welliheitcrcd, 
the  ground  ^oo^,  the  depth  from  five  to  fourteen  fathoms, 
and  nothing  to  fear  coming  in  but  a  rock,  about  half  a  ca« 
ble's  length  from  Aird<;rachig  Point*  on  the  f);arboar4  as  yoi^ 
fAtfr  ihi  aochora^Cj  part  of  whic&  is  always  above  water/^ 
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The  country  around  the  village  o£  Bor« 
tree,  though  mountaneous,  is  well  inhabited  i 
it  raifes  much  graui»  and  many  cattle.  'Here 
the  late  Sir  James  Macdonald  had  marked 
out  the  lines  of  a  town,  and  govemment# 
it  is  faid,  promifed  to  affift  him  in  the  work 
wkh  500L  But  the  death  q£  that  gentleman 
put  an  end  to  thefe  promifing  appearances} 
;and  matters  remain  mjiatu  quo. 

As  this  great  ifland  claimed  a  more  than 
orcHnary  inveftigation,  I  propofed  to  explore 
.  it  from  fea  to  fea»  particularly  with  a  view  to 
information  refpefling  its  numerous  ialt  wa- 
ter lakeSf '  as  well  as  its  pbfmlation,  produce, 
^md  other  circumftahces^  neceflary  to  be 
known,  in  forming  an  eftimate  of  the  re- 
spective ments  {A  each  place  that  communi- 
icates  with  the  ocean. 

I  met  at  Portree  with  feveral  refpe£):able 
perfons,  who  refided  in  the  vicinity  of  that^ 
bay,  aniong  whcMn  was  Mr.  William  Macdo- 
nald, an  experieiKed  trader,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  bufinefs  of  fifhing  . 
and  fiftieries«  From  him  I  rt^eived  much 
lofeful  information ;  with  him  I  lodged,  and 
fvhen  \  fignified  my  intention  to  make  the 
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^our  of  the  ifland,  he  readily  offered  to  ec« 
coinpany  me,  I  a^o  acknpwledge  my  obliy 
gallons  to  Lord  Macdonald, ,  who  had,  un-^ 
known  to  myfeif ,  wrote  his  fteward  to  ac-? 
commo  ate  me  with  hprfgs,  ^cj  whatever  I 
inight  have  occafion  fpr. 

I  had  leen  Slatp,  Strath,  and  Portree,  onth^ 
paft  fide  of  Sky,  fronting  the  main  land  of 
Scotland,  My  biifinefs  now  lay  on  the  weft 
fide,  which  frbnts  the  Atlantic  ^nd  the  Long 
Ifland,  the  beft  feat  of  fifheries,  and  the  mo^ 
fertile  fhofes. 

At  this  time  the  ijihabitants  of  Sky  were 
jnoftly  engaged  upon  the  roads  in  different: 
parts  of  the  ifland,  under  ^he  infpeftion  of 
the  gentlemen  and  t^ckfmeni  and  accompa- 
nied, gach  P^uty,  l)y  the  bagpiper.    Many  of 
thefe  people  had  to  travel  eight  miles  froip 
homis,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them  were 
at  a  Ipf^  for  IpdgingSjj  f  xcepti^g  that  whic|j 
thp  cold  earth  and  the  open  fky  afforfled.— n 
Yet,  after  ali  thefe  labours  and  incpnvenieiy* 
ces,  np  effeftual  roads,  and  much  lefs  effe6hi4 
bridges,  can  be  made  through  thefe  bpgs  anjl 
rocks,  withoi^t  the  aid  pf  the  military,  and 
proper  tools.    A  fingle  company  of  foldierj; 
jllfifted  by  the  country  people,  under  the  di* 
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jK^l-ion  of  an  experienced  overfecr,  woiil4 
render  the  ifland  mare  eflential  femce  in  on» 
year,  than  all  the  unfupported  exertions  of 
the  inhabitants  can,  in  feven^years* 

A  road  had  been  b6gun,  from  Pprtree, 
weftward,  and  we  paffed  2*  or  300  men  at 
work.  Butthe^  facility  of  travelling,  from  their 
labours,  foon  ended  j  and  though  Mr*  Mac- 
donald  had  refided  many  years  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, we  were  obliged,r,at  the  diftanc^ 
of  only  four  miles  from  his  houfe,  to  call  in 
|he  affiftance  of  a  peafanttoconduft  us  thro* 
the  fwamps  around- his  farm.  I^'rom  thence 
we  came  to  a  large  opening,  on  th?  weft, 
called  Loch  Snifort,  whofe  fhqres  were  pq- 
pulous  and  feemingly  fertile.  Here,  at  the^ 
head  of  the  loch^  we  forded  a.  confiderable 
river,  in  which  is  a  fmall  jfland,  with  the  re- 
Plains  of  an  ancient  chapel,  and  a  burying 
plac^,  This  river  abounds  with  falmon  3  its 
banks  are  fringed,  fpr  a  confiderable  way,  with 
cornfields^  and'muchgood  lapdprefents  itfelif, 
\n  a  ftate  of  nature,  to  the  hand  of  the  im- 
,  proven  After  leaving  thefe  >yaters,  the  coun- 
try, for  fome  miles,  is  one  continued  morals, 
fparcely  pafTableby  any  mode  of  travelling. — 
Here  we  ftruggled,  fometimes  on  horfeback 
'   '  ^nd 
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Imd  femedmes  on  foot,  and  arrived  at  laft 
within  fight  of  that  divifion  of  Sky,  which  \k$ 
pn  the  ibuth  ihprp,  called  Brackadale.  We 
were  now  on  thp  ridge  of  a  hill,  fo  very  nar«> 
row  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  horib  abreafl:, 
without  danger  of  tumbling  into  one  of 
the  deepeft  glens  to  1?^  met  with  in  any 
country. 

This  is  die  channd  through  which  the 
the  tributary  rills  of  the  inland  heights,  unite 
riieir  force,  and  roll  down  a  liorrid  bottom, 
darkened  with  trpes^  till  they  mpef  the  ^It 
water  at  the  head  of  Brackadale^ 

Appearances  now  changed  ^om  headi  and 
gloom,  to  feveral  navigable  bays,  edged  with 

•  excellent  corn  fields,   and  well  inhabited.— r 

Here  is  a  church,  a  Ichool,  a  corn  mill,  an4 

what  is  very  uncommon  in  th?  Highlands^ 

p  furgeon. 

Wherever  there  is  water  and  fertility  in 

-  the  Highlands,  we  generally  find  fome  re* 

mains  of  antiquity.  Here  ftands  one  of  thofe 

circular  |)uijdings,    called  Puns.     Its  dia* 

meter  on  tfie  out-fide,  is  fixty  feet;  within^ 

forty-two }  and  the  remaining    height    is 

eighteenf 

At 
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At  Brackadale,  I  was  utf;roduoed  to  Mp« 
fAzcleoA  ijif  Ulkii&^  who,  from  his  grea^ 
probity,  and  the  rcfpefl  in  which  he  is 
held,  has,  }n  fome  cafes,  dieduty  of  a  (lieriff 
impofed  upon  him  by  the  inhabitants,  to 
whom  he  is  a  father,  Her$  alio  Mr.  PeiK 
liant  and  Dr.  Johnibn  were  lodged  and  ac^.. 
eommod^ed.  The  lady  of  the  family  had 
not  forgot  the  <)uantity  of  tea,  which  fho 
jfiUed  out  to  the  latter,  amounting  to  tw^^^ 
two  diflies. 

I  had  intended  to  proceed  to  Dunvegan,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  iiland;  but  Mr.  Macleod, 
^d  other  gentlemen,  ftrongly  urged  a  fho^ 
pruile  to  the  feat  of  Colonel  Macl^od  of  Ta- 
lifker,*  which  ftands  upon  the  coaft,  fome 
piiles  eaftward.  We  had  a  pleafant  vpyag^ 
along  a  lofty  romantic  fhore,  abounding-  in 
beautiful  cafcades,  from  one  ledge  of  rooks 
'to  another,  till  they  vfcr^  loft  in  ^e  |e^  im^ 
mediately  below. 

Before  we  could  land  2^t  the  Bay  of  Talif^ 
}iw,  Mr.  Macleod,  though  extremely  corpu- 
lent, had,  with  his  ufual  politenefs,  reached 
fhe  beach,  froo^  whence  Wj5  were  condu£led». 

through 

*   This  gentleman  had  fpent  niaay  years  in  the  Dutch 
^nrice,  as^did  major  Macleod^  mentioned  in  page  141.   * 
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through  a  finall,  but  rich  valley,  to  the  feati 
of  plenty,  hofpitality,  and  good  nature. 

The  valley  receives  two  rivers,  that,  after 
feurftbg  from  the  mountains  on  the  north 
and^eaft,  unite  at  this  bottom,  which   they 
frequently  deluged  from  fide  to  fide,  To  carry 
pffthefe  waters  in  proper  channels,  and  to 
drain  the  foil,  was  referved  for  an  obferver  of 
Dutch  irpprovements";  and  he  now  enjoys  the 
fruits  of  his  ingenuity  and  perfeverance,  in 
the  quantity  of  grain  and  hay  raffed  thereon. 
,     The  whole  valley  is  divided  by  deep,  and 
fometimQS  wide  ditches,  into  a  number  of 
.  fquare  fields,  and  meadows,  which  ^  form  a 
.ftrikingcontraft  to  the  mountains  by  whioh 
tit  is  nearly  furrounded, 
^     The  niL0|Uiitaii\s  abound  in  .4eer,  hare,  and 
;.  yrild  fowl;  die  fields,  in  grain,  hay,  ^d  paf- 
turage;  the  gardens  in  fruits  and  vegetables ; 
the  rivers  in  trout  and  falmon ;  the  fea  in 
herrings  and  white  fifh.     Sych,  with  the  ad- 
ditional circumftance  of  a  w?  11  flocked  eel-, 
lai*,  are  the  felicities  of  this  very  remote  and 
almoft  inacceffible  corner. 

While  thefe  furnifh  many  of  the  choice^ 
luxuries  in  life,  Taliiker  and  his  lady  enjoy 
the  good  will  of  the  people  around,  of  which 
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iSreliad  a  Ipecimen,  in  their  readinefs  to  i:(5h-i 
Vey  us  back  to  Brackadale,  on  a  wet  day,  and 
againft  a  head  wind,  that  would  have  required 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  fix  or  eight  men  alter-^ 
nately  at  the  oars. 

We  poftponed  our  voyage  till  the  next 
morning,  which  being  moderate,  we  again 
embarked  for  Ulinifli,  to  which  place  we 
were  accompanied  by  Talifkeri 

In  opening  Loch  Brackadiile,  we  paffed  fome 
boats  that  had  been  very  fuccefsful  in 
fifhing  cod  and  haddock,  of  which  they  gave 
us  as  many  as  we  chofe,  with  a  hearty  wel- 
come. Thefe,  with  a  falmon  that  Talilker  had 
put  into  the  boat,  and  the  good  things  that 
the  lady  of  the  houfe  had  provided,  ferved  to 
dine  a  numerous  company,  one  of  whom 
was  major  Macleod,  who  fefided  near  the 
road  to  Dunvegan,  and  who  infifted  on  my 
^nding  a  night  with  him,  in  my  way  to 
that  place. 

The  country  through  which  We  paffed,  af- 
forded agreeable  views  of  hills,  corn  fields, 
and  waters.  Major  Macleod  is  a  great  im- 
prover, and  here  is  an  inexhauftible  field,  on 
which  he  has  made  fome  fuccefsful  experi- 
ments.   It  is  a  happy  circumftance  for  the 

eftatc 
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tttAte  of  Macleod,  that  a  great  part  of  It  U> 
let  on  eafy  tcnns,  to  gentlemen  of  benevolent 
difpofitions^  of  liberal  education^  and  much 
cbfervation.  This  circumftancc,  v6th  lea&s 
of  two  or  three  lives*  or  three  1 9  years,  is 
the  fureft  means  of  doubling  the  value  of  any 
improveableeftate,  within  a  reasonable  time^ 

After  a  fhort  ride,  we  reached  t)unVegan^ 
the  feat  of  Macleod,  the  chief  of  that  sbicient 
clan,  and  proprietor  of  the  fouth-weft  part 
of  Sky,  with  the  lands  which  lie  between 
Loch  Urn  aiid  Loch  Duich,  on  the  confix 
nent.  This  eftate  has  been  greatly  dimi^ 
nifhed  of  late  yeai's,  on  account  of  debts; 
and  much  remains  to  be  difcharged.  Not- 
withftanding  this  circumftancc,  the  propria 
etor  raifed  no  rents,  turned  out  no  tenaintSi 
ufed  no  man  with  (everity,  and  in  all  refpeds^ 
and  under  the  moft  preffing  exigencies, 
maintained  the  charader  of  a  liberal  and  hu^ 
mane  friend  of  mankind. 

The  caiUe  of  Dunvegan  is  iituated  on 
the  headof  Loch  Foliart,  at  the  dtftance  of  fix 
miles  from  the  main  fea.  It  is  built  on  a  rock, 
and  wafhed  on  one  fide  by  the  waters^  of  the 
loch;  on  the  other  fide,  it  is  joined  to  the 
land,  by  alai|;e  fbdr^  which  was  lately  bulk 

acrofs 
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ftcrofs  the  mote..  The  moil  ancient  part  of 
the  caftle  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  DaniOi  or  Nor« 
wegian  architefture,  and  is  very  ftrong. 

Here  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  met  with  the  ut-» 
molt  civility  from  the  family^  made  a  fms^ 
pas.  Lady  Macleod,  who  had  repeatedly 
helped  him  to  fixteen  difhes^  or  upwards^  of 
tea,  afked  him  if  a  fmall  bafon  would  not 
fave  him  trouble,  and  be  more  ^reeablct 
"  I  wonderj  madam,"  anfwered  he  roughly^ 
^^  why  all  the  ladies  aik  me  fuch  impertinent 
"  queftions  ?  It  is  to  fave.  yourfelves  trouble^ 
"^inadam,  smd  not  me/'  Thdady  was  lilent^ 
and  went  on  with  her  talk. 

Macleod  is  at  prefent  in  India^  where 
his  valour  has  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of 
major-general;-  but  his  return  is  fincerely 
wifhed  for,  by  air  ranks  and  defcriptionef 
ef  people  on  his  eAate.  In  the  mean  tim^ 
the  houfe  is  inhabited  by  major  Alexander 
Macleod  and  his  lady,  a  daughter  of  the  ce^- 
lebrated  Flora  Macdonald,  who  protected 
the  young  Pretender  through  all  his  hairf 
breadth  efcapes,  during  fix  months,  after  the 
battle  of  Culloden,  when  wandering  among 
the  wilds  pf  the  Highlands,  where  he  found 
iafety,  though  known  to  hundreds  of  people, 

whole 

Digitized  by  V^OO-Q IC 


(  m  ) 

Whbfe  fidelity  refifted  the  temptation  6t 
jOjOooL  offered  to  thofe  who  fhould  fecur^ 
him. 

-  Being  lier6  upon  a  Sunday,  oui^  company 
became,  after  church  time,  very  nume- 
rous, and  was  compofed  chiefly  of  gentlemen 
who  had  been  in  the  army.  My  obje£t  was 
to  pufh  the  fubfcription,  which  I  endeavoured 
to  reprefent  as  a  very  becoming  fupplement 
to  the  fervice  of  the  day,  in  which  the  com- 
pany readily  acquiefced;  among  whom  waS 
the  clergyman,  who,  though  his  income  i$ 
only  40L  per  annum^  beftowed  his  mite 
with  great  good  will. 

I  Could  not  however  fee  the  propriety  o^ 
felefting  this  place  as  a  flation  for  a  town, 
in  preference  to  other  places  that  I  viewed* 
J)articularly  Brackadale.*  Neither  could  I  per-i 
teive  aiiy  particular  inducement  for  making 
punvegan  the  thief  rcfidence  of  the  family 
•of  Maclcod,  excepting  the  ffrength  which  it 
afforded  to  the-  Danes,  and  afterwards  to  thp 
•chiefs  of  the  Macleods,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be 

^the  delcendants  of  the  Danifh  vice-roys* 

The 

*  "  Loch  Brackadalg  is  a  large  bay,  containing  feveral 
branches,  6r  I«&r  Ioch.<;#  within,  that  make  exceeding  gocfd, 
Jiarbours," 
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^hc  Cdufttr/  is  barren,  and  almoft  unim- 

Iproveabfe,  the  people  are  few  in  number  i 

and  this  part  of  the. bay  is  out  of  the  track 

of  fhipping,  and  feldom  frequented  by  the 

herring  fhoals.  Some  gentlemen  in  company, 

who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with  myfelf, 

mentioned  Loch  Bay,  as  greatly  fuperior  to 

Dunvegan. 

i  had  propofed  to  fail  for  the  Long  Ifland, 

by  a  packet  that  goes  from  Dunvegan  once 

every  fortnight;  bxit  as  the  veffel  happened  to 

be  on  the  other  fide,  I  fet  out  for  Loch  Bay, 

which  lies  fome  miles  north.* 

Our  company  now  difperfed ;  and  here  I 

parted  from  my   obliging   condu61:or>   Mr. 

Macdonald  of  Portree.   Macleod's  factor,  and 

other  gentlemen,  fupplied  the  place  of  thofe 

who  returned  home,  and  we  foon  reached  the 

houfe  of  a  Venerable  perfon,  aged  ninety,  who 

lives  at  the  head  of  Loch  Bay.   Here  the  fcenc 

changed  from  rugged  moors,  and  difficult  paf- 

fcs,  to  a  track  of  confiderable  fertility,  both  in 

grain  and  pafturage,  owing  probably  to  lime- 

ftone  which  is  found  immediately  upon  the 

fliorc. 

•  K  Next 

"  •  Loch  Bay  is  a  branch  of  Loch  Foliaf  t,  and  is  capacious ; 
good  holding  ground,  of  eafy  accefs,  and>  near  the  head,  on 
Xhc  fouth  fide,  fufficiently  fheUcrcd  from  all  winds." 
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Jsfcxt  day  we  traverfed  the  north  lide  of  th<! 
bay,  as  far  as  Ardmore  Head,  which  forms 
the  north  entrance  of  this  bay,  and  faces 
Dunvegan  Head,  at  the  fbuth  entrance.  Thef 
diftance  from  the  head  of  Loch  Bay,  to 
Ardmore,  is  about  four  miles.  Though  the 
Whole,  or  the  greateft  part  of  it,  is  under 
cultivation,  there  are  frequent  feafons  of 
fcarcity,  owing,  in  feme  meafure>  to  the  great 
population  of  thi$  cokft. 

The  people  are  all  dabblers  in  the  herring 
and  white  fifheries,  which  they  fell  to  a  tra- 
der in  the  neighbourhood,  in  exchange  for 
ijieal  and  neceflarieSj  yet,  fuch  is  their  po-* 
verty,  that  they  are  continually  in  arrears, 
both  with  the  trader  and  the  factor,  though 
their  rents  do  tiot  generally  exceed  from  fix- 
teen  to  forty  fiiillihgs. 

The  entrance  into  Loch  Bay  is  flieltered 
by  Elen  Ifa,  a  verdant  ifland,  nearly  one 
ftiile  in  length,  and  by  fome  leflbir  ones  conti- 
guous to  it.  Veflels  may  come  in  or  go  out 
by  either  fide  of  thefe  iflainds,  agreeably  to 
the  dire6iicw  of  the  winds.  The  head  of 
the  ba:y  is  the  only  proper  harbour,  formed 
by  the  hand  of  nature;  but  there  are  other 
places  towards  ^e  entrance,  where  finall 

pier$ 
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piers  would  makefecure  harbours  for  boat9> 
and  coafting  veflels,  with  any  wind. ' 

North  from  this  place,  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles,  is  Loch  Snifort,  the  moft  capa- 
cious  bay  in  Sky.  It  extends  from  Vatcr- 
nifh  Point  to  above  twelve  miles  within  land; 
abounds  in  white  fifh,  and  is  frequented  by 
the  herrings.  One  branch  of  it,  called  Loch 
Griferniih,  ftretches  towards  the  head  of 
Loch  Bay ;  and  thus  the  diftrift  between 
thefe  three  waters  forms  a  peninfula  of  eight 
miles  in  length.  The  advantages  of  this 
coaft  are  many  and  important*  A  good 
country,  and  very  improveable ;  abundance 
of  lime-ftonej  a  numerous  people  already 
iiihermen ;  waters,  harbours,  and  fifh,  on 
every  fide;  lying  in  the  track  of  fhipping 
which  pafs  and  repafs  through  the  outer 
channel,  and  having  an  eafy  communica- 
tion, in  moderate  weather,  with  the  Long 
Ifland. 

I  was  informed  at  Loch  Bay,  that,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  northward,  there  ftood  a 
great  circular  building  or  caftle.  This, 
upon  examination,  appeared  to  be  one  of 
the  defcription  before  mentioned*  It  ftands 
on  high  ground,  commands  an  extenfive  view 
K2  of 
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of  the  coaft  north  and  fouth,  and  is  in  good 
condition  at  the  bafe. 

At  this  place  we  obferved  a  boat,  croud* 
ing  round  the  head  of  Ardmore,  from  the 
ocean,  which  we  concluded  was  a  packet  from 
Clanroliald,atBenbecula,  in  the  Longlfland. 
I  had  been  detained  longer  in  Sky  than  I  ex- 
pefted,  through  the  civility  of  the  people. 
i  had  been  difappointed  of  a  paffage  from 
Dunvegan,  and  the  equinox  was  at  no  great 
diftance. 

This  unexpe6led  opportunity  of  being 
conveyed  immediately  to  Bcnbecula,  was 
therefore  confidered  as  a  moft  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance.  We  all  returned  to  the  old  gen- 
tleman's houfe  at'Bay,  and  the  boat  was 
not  far  behind. 

A  feiTant  was  difpatched  for  information. 
The  matter  of  the  boat  was  equally  inquifi- 
tive  refpeftingthe  company  whom  he  had  ob- 
ferved returning  from  the  old  caftle;  and  he 
foon  appeared  among  us,  when  the  curiofity 
of  both  fides  was  gratified. 

He  had  been  fent  by  captain  Macleod  of 
Harris  to  bring  lime-ftone  from  Loch  Bay, 
and  he  had  brought  a  mafoh  to  quarry  it, 
which  he  faid  would  take  two  or  three  days.  . 
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The  company,  at  myeamcfl:  requeft,  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  make  a  trip  to  Benbecula, 
while  the  mafon  was  preparing  the  cargo  -,  and 
I  engaged  to  be  refponfiWe  to  his  mafter  for 
fo  doing.  The  boat  was  open  -,  fhe  carried 
about  twelve  tons,  and  had  three  men,  be- 
fides  the  mafter,  whofe  name  was  Macleod. 
This  affair  being  fettled,  the  company  broke 
up,  and  I  prepared  to  embark  early  next 
morning- 

Having  now  fc^n  much  of  Sky,  and  heard 
more,  I  ftiall  clofe  my  obfervations  with  a 
general  defcription  of  this  ifland. 

Sky  is  the  moft  important  ifland  in  the 
Hebrides.  It  is  computed  by  Mr.  I^ennant, 
Doctor  Johnfon,  andDo6lor  Campbell,  to  be 
fixty  miles  in  length,  and  nearly  the  fame  in 
width,  where  broadeft.  But  I  believe  this 
calculation  is  carried  too  far,  both  from  my 
obfervations  when  uponth?  ifland,  and  while  ' 
I  coafted  along  its  fliores.  Its  dimenfions,  arc 
fuppofed  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the  county 
palatine  of  Chefter. 

Though  feveral  vefl^els  have  been  loaded 

with  erhigrants  from  this  ifland,  fince  1759, 

the, number  of  inhabitants  amouiits  at  prc- 

fent  to  15,000;  fomeof  the  gentlemen  of  the 
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ifland  affirm,  that  there  are  16,000  or  up- 
wards J  7000  of  thcfe  live  upon  the  eftatc;  of 
Lord  Macdonald,  who,  with  the  lau'd  of  M?ic- 
leod,  poficfles  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifland. 
The  chief  of  the  Mackinnons  retains  a  fmall 
part  of  the  laft  domains  of  that  ancient 
family.  Sky  is  divided  into  eight  parifhes,  to 
each  of  which  there  is  a  fchool ;  belides  three 
charity  fchools  in  Sky  and  its  iflcs. 

The  moft  fertile  parts  lie  upon  tiic  coaft . 
but  many  thoufand  acres  of  good  arable 
ground  might  be  realized  upon  the  declivities 
of  the  inland  hills,  by  means  of  lime,  draining 
and  inclofmg;  iThe  almoft  inceflant  rains, 
during  the  whole  harveft  feafon,  is,  how- 
ever, a  ftrong  obftacle  to  expenfive  internal 
improvements  5  and  fome  gentlemen  affirm, 
that  gracing  pf  cattle,  for  which  thefe 
heaths  are  famous,  will  prove  more  benefi- 
cial in  the  fequel. 

The.  average  crops  of  corn  in  Skyare  8000 
bolls ;  the  exports  of  black  cattle,  the  largeft 
and  beft  in  the  Highlands,  are  4000,  at 
from  forty  (hillings  to  three  pounds  each. 
Various  parts  of  the  ifland  abound  in  lime- 
ftone,  excellent  marl,  potters  and  fullers 
earth. 

White 
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White  marble,  and  fomc  with  a  vein  of 
gray,  is  found  near  the  church  of  Strath, 
from  which  was  formed  %h£  altar  at  Icolum- 
Idll.  The  ifland  alfo  contains  free-ftonc, 
granite,  ^nd  fome  appearances  of  coal,  par^r 
ticularly  at  Pqrtree ;  Ijut  the  vein  does'  not 
exceed  four  of  five  inches,  and  the  quality  i$ 
bad.  No  proper  trials  have,  however,  Ijeen 
made  by  boring  to  tjx?  depth  where  gQo4 
poal  is  ufually  found 

But  the  great  wealth  of  Sky  confifts  in  its 
marine  produ6lions.  Here  are  at  leaft  twenty 
bays  or  lochs,  which  are  occafionally  frer 
quented  by  herrings,  and  where  many  cargoes 
have  been  procured  by  veflels  from  the  ports 
of  the  Clyde,  but  none  by  the  natives,  be- 
caufe  they  have  no  veflels  wherejii  |o  ipurf 
them. 

The  lakes  are  frequented  by  falmon,  mac- 
karel,  white  and  fhell  filh.  Without,  in  the 
ocean,  there  are  many  excellent  banks,  qf 
which  the  natives,  from  the  want  of  ftout 
wherries  or  decked  veflels,  are  not  able  to  avail 
themfelys,  Amidft  this  pfofufion  of  fiih,  f  ij> 
K4       aU 

~  *  Immediately  before  Macleo4  went  to  Indi&*  P.ne  of  hi; 
principal  tackfmen  requefted  tbe  honour  of  his  company  to 
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all  their  varieties,  the  utmoft  exertion  of  the 
people  feems  only  to  procure  fupplies  for 
their  own  families,  and  a  fmall  quantity  ot 
cod,  of  inferior  fize,  and  indifferently  cured; 
which,  as  before  obferved,  they  fell  or  ex- 
change £br  neccflaries. 

When  foundations  ftiall  be  laid  for  the 
growth  of  tliree  or  four  towns,  and  when 
.  the  period  arrives  which  will  facilitate  filhe- 
ries  around  this  great  ifland,  by  means  of 
decked  velTels,  well  provided  in  fait,  cafk, 
and  experienced  curers,  the  value  of  Sky  will 
be  found  to  exceed  belief.  To  the  navy  it 
will  be  able  to  fpare  looo  feamen  in  every 
war,  which,  at  the  rate  of  200  feamen  for 
every  ftiip  of  the  line,  will  be  fufficient  to 
navigate  a  little  fquadron,  with  men  inured 
to  hardfliips,  and  fearlefs  of  dangers. 

Next  to  the  fifheries,  is  the  article  of  kelp, 
of  which  the  quantity  has  increafed  to  500 
tons  annually.  Laftly,  fea  fand  of  an  ex- 
cellent prolific  quality. 

With. 

dine  with  Wm;  and  in  order  that  he  might  procure  a  ready 
CQinpliance,  he  faid  that  all  the  diihes  fhouldbe  of  the  pro- 
duce of  Mad  cod's  eftate,  and  the  fliores thereof.  Mr.Maclcod 
accepted  the  hivitation,  when  he  found,  among  a  profufioix 
of  other  diihes,  ihirteen  different  kinds  of  fifh,  which  hqd 
b«€n  purpofcly  caught  upon  that  coaft,  and  its  rivers. 
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With  all  the  natural  advantages  above  enu- 
rated,  there  is  in  Sky  no  commerce,  neither 
are  there  any  manufaftures,  towns,  or  even 
fliops,  except  one  at  Portree. 

The  morning  fixed  for  my  departure 
proved  extremely  unfavourable  for  a  voyage 
of  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles,  upon  the 
main  ocean,  in  an  open  boat.  It  was  wet, 
thick,  and  boifterous,  with  a  fouth-weft  wind 
nearly  from  the  quarter  to  which  we  were 
bound. — The  people  with  whom  I  had  lodg- 
ed did  not  approve  of  the  attempt  on  that 
day;  but  the  weather  being  now  broke,  I 
had  no  alternative. 

I  was  partly  deceived,  however,  by  the 
goodnefs  of  the  bay  where  the  boat  was 
moored,  which  afforded  excellent  (helter 
even  with  thofe  winds  that  have  the  greateft 
efFeft  upon  it.  But  when  we  got  without 
Elen  Ifa, .  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  we  foimd 
ourfelves  very  unequally  mdtched  againft  the 
great  fwell  of  the  open  Atlantic.  The  ftorm 
increafed,  and  the  violence  of  the  rain  occa- 
fioned  a  general  thicknefs  in  the  atmofphere, 
which  foon  deprived  us  of  any  guide  from 
the  land,  by  which  to  fleer  our  courfe. — 
There  was  fortunately  a  compafs  on  board, 

and 
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find  Mr.  Macleod,  who  feemed  to  be  mafl-er 
pf  his  bufinefs,  managed  the  helm,  and  gave 
direfdons  to  the  men,  without  ceafing. 

The  mafon,  who  had,  for  reafons  whicli 
I  di4  not  enquire  into,  come  into  the  boat> 
laid  himfelf  down  upon  his  back,  under  the 
half-deck,  and  continued  in  that  pofition» 
with  liis  han4s  lifted  up,  and  feemingly  ii^ 
fervent  prayer,  through  the  whole  voyage. 

I  had  taken  my  ftation  near  Macleod,  at  the 
ftem,  where  I  was  not  wholly  idle.  His  at- 
tention was  much  engaged,  in  obferving  the 
fails,  and  giving  direftions  to  the  men,  whQ 
were  fully  employed,  between  the  rigging 
fnd  the  pump,  which  they  took  by  turns. 
My  department  was  to  pbferve  the  approach 
of  every  fucceffive  wave,  and  to  give  timely 
notice,  that  we  might  rife  and  fall  with  it, 
the  only  means  of  prefcrving  us  from  being 
buried  under  a  watery  mountain.  Yet  neither 
Macleod's  Ikill,  nor  my  vigilance,  could  pre- 
vent us  frpm  getting  a  brufti  now  and  then, 
en  pajantj  which  madcv  Macleod  ftagger,  fet 
the  compafs  a-fwimming,  and  knocked  myr 
felf  down  more  than  once. 

Every  exertion  was  now  made  by  Macleoci 
and  his  crew^  that  ikill  and  bodily  ftrength 

coulci 
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could  perform  J  and  I  regretted,  even  in  this 
deplorable  fituation,  the  bad  policy  of  oblig^g 
fuch  men  to  abandon  their  country,  and  to 
fly  to  diilant  regions,  for  a  mere  Uvelihbod. 
Fearing  the  men  might  be  overpowered  by 
the  unabatingftorm,  and  perceiving  the  im* 
pdflibility  of  gaining  Benbecula,  I  defired  to 
be  put  into  JLoch  Maddie>  in  North  Uift; 
which  gave  a  point  of  the  wind  in  our  favour, 
and  thither  we  went  at  a  great  rate, 

'  At  laft  we  perceive  fome  high  lands^ 
which  the  crew  conceived  to  be  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  loch,  and  it  proved  fo.  Mac- 
leod,  upon  this,  ordered  the  dram  bottle  td 
be  brought  out,  of  which  all  of  uBy  except  the 
poor  mafon,  partodc,  with  fome  fea-ftorc 
that  my  friends  had  put  on  board. 

When  we  entered  the  mouth  of  the  loch, 
the  wind  blew  with  more  violence  than  ever, 
and  being  in  this  direction  almoft  a-head, 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  getting  to  a  place 
Tvhere  we  could  land.  The  day  was  now  ad- 
vanced, and  time  was  precious.  I  therefore 
defired  Macleod  to  tack  about,  and  run  be- 
fofe  the  wind  to  Loch  Rowdil,  in  Harris, 
where  his  mafter  refided;  or,  if  he  could  not 

grt 
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get  in  there,  to  proceed  for  Stornaway  in 
Lewis,  diftant  fifty  miles  north. 

The  name  of  Rowdil  was  very  agreeable 
to  the  men,  and  we  gained  our  point  before 
fun-fet.  Capt^  Macleod  of  Harris,  who  had 
often  paffed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,declared 
that  he  would  rather  go  there  again,  than  come^ 
from  Sky,  in  fuch  a  day,  withan  open  boat. 

As  I  had  little  opportunity  of  travelling 
over  this  ifland  on  account  of  the  ftorm,  which 
.continued  a  whole  week,  I  Ihall  give  a  brief 
defcription  of  it,  as  communicated  to  me  by 
the  proprietor,  with  whom  I  ftaid  until  the 
ilorm  abated. 

The  ifland  of  Harris,  with  a  number  of  lef- 
ferones,  and  the  rocks  of  St.Kilda,  were  pur- 
chafed  eight  years  ago  from  the  laird^of  Mac- 
Iciod,  by  his  kinfman,  captain  Macleod  of  the 
Mansfield  Eaft-Indiaman. 

Harris  is  twenty  miles  in  length,  and  ten 
in  breadth  5  it  is  upon  the  eaft  fide  moftly 
rock,  but  on  the  weft:,  there  are  fome  to- 
lerable farms  3  and  the  number  of  people 
amounts  to  2000.  It  has  Lewis  on  the  north, 
and  North  Uift:  on  the  fouth,  from  which  it 
is  fcparated  by  a  channel  of  four  'miles  ii^ 
width;  called  the  Sound  of  Harris.     This 

channel 
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thannel  is  nstvigable  forveflels  of  burthen, 
but  it  requires  a  (kilful  pilot.  It  is  the  only 
paflage  betweeil'^eButt  of  the  Lewis,  and 
Bara,  for  veffels  of  burthen,  paffing  to  and 
froin  the  weft  fide  of  the  Long  Ifland. 

The  found  is  greatly  encumbered  with 
rocks,  and  iflands,  fome  of  which  are  con- 
fiderable,  as  Bernera,  Pabay,  Enfay,*  Kil- 
legray,  Thefe,  with  Scalpay,  Taranfay, 
and  Scarp,  compofe  the  inhabited  iflands  on 
the  coaft  of  Harris.  Some  of  them  produce 
good  crops  of  grain,  and  all  of  them  good . 
pafture. 

Harris  and  its  iflands  fell  from  4  to  500 
ton  of  kelp  annually  -,  it  abounds,  on  the 
ciaft  fide,  in  excellent  lochs  or  bays,  and  its 
fhores  on  both   fides  form  one   continued, 
fifhery. 

The  fifti  on  this  coaft,  and  along  the  whole  . 
fliores  of  the  Long  Ifland,  are  more  nufne- 
rous,  arid  of  larger  dimenfions,than  thofe  on 

the 

•  In  this  ifland,  there  was  found  in  a  grave,  a  neat  pair 
of  brafs  fcales,  and  a  hammer  finely  polifhed. 

Martin,  who  vifited  thefe  iflands  about  tht  end  of  the  laft 
century,  faw  at  Hermetra,  the  foundation  of  a  houfe  built  by 
an  Englilh  company,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  as  a  maga- 
zine for  fait,  caiks,  &c.  for  carrying  on  the  fiflieries  in  the 
Weftern  Ifles  j  but  the  civil  wars,  and  the  death  of  the  king, 
put  an  end  to  tKe  defign.  It  was  however  renewed  during 
^hc  ufurpation,  and  afterwards  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
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the  oppofite  Continent ;  on  whidi  isceount 
two  royal  fifliing  ftations  wire  begun  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  one  in  Loch  M addie^  and 
the  other  in  the  Sound  of  Harris.   . 

About  four  years  ago  captain  Macleod 
came  to  fettle  in  Harris^  and  fixed  upon 
Rowdil  Bay*  as  the  bell  adapted  to  his  views^; 
that  place  being  fituated  on  the  fouth-eaft 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  cohtiguous  to  the 
Sound  of  Harris.  Within  the  bay  of  Row- 
dil, on  the  north  fide,  there  is  an  opening, 
through  a  channel  of  only  30  yards  Wide 
to  one  of  the  beft  fheltered  little  bays  in  the 
Highlands ;  from  which,  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
there  is  an  opening  of  the  fame  dimenfions 
to  the  fca.  This  has  water  for  any  veflcl 
to  enter  or  depart  at  any  time  of  the  tide ; 
and    captain  Macleod    has   deepened    the 

fouth 

•  "  Rowdil  is  a  bay  at  the  S.  W.  point  of  Harris,  [this  is  a 
miftake  of.  the  prefs ;  it  (hould  be  S.  £.]  about  a  mile  k>Dg, 
and  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide ;  of  eafy  accefs,  the 
ground  in  it  all  clean,  aud  the  depth  of  water  fufllicient  for 
the  largefl  Ihips.  As  the  anchorage  iy  not  flieltered  from  all 
winds,  but  opened  to  the  S.  and  to  a  point  or  two  on  each 
fide  of  that,  other  harbours  in  this  neighbourhood  are  pre* 
ferred  to  it  in  the  winter  time." 

When  Mr.  Mackenzie  made  his  funrey,  the  paffage  to  tH«  . 
inner  harbour  was  not  made,  confequently  it  kiO^t  fflea^ 
tioned  in  his  furvey. 
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fcutii  paflage  to  fifteen  feet  at  eommoa 
fpring  tides.  The  circumference  of  this 
little  harbour  or  bafon  is  nearly  an  Englifh 
mile ;  and  here  fhips  lie  always  afloat,  and 
as  fafe  as  in  Greenland  Dock.  Here  the  cap- 
tain has  made  an  excellent  graving  bank, 
and  formed  two  keys,  one  at  the  edge  of 
the  bafon,  where  Ihips  may  load  or  difcharge 
afloat,  at  all  times  of  the  tide  3  tke  other 
on  the  graving  bank. 

He  has  alfo  built  a  fl:ore-houfe  for  fait, 
talks,  meal,  &g.  and  a  manufafturirig  houfe 
for  fpinning  woollen  and  linen  thread,  and 
twine  for  herring  nets,  which  he  makes 
for  hi3  own  ufe.  He  has  procured  fomc 
Eafl:  Country  fifliers,  with  Orkney  yawls, 
to  teach  the  inhabitants  3  and  has  built  a 
boatrhoufe,  (ixty  feet  long  by  twenty  wide, 
capable  of  containing  nine  boats,  with  all 
their  tackling,  &cCr 

He  has  raifed,  or  rather  repaired,  a  very 
handfome  church,  out  of  the  ruins  of  an 
old  monaftery,  called  St.  Clements.  He  has 
alfo  built  a  fchool-houfe  and  public  houfe  j 
iemd  he  is  now  carrying  on  good  cart  roads 
from  the  keys  to  the  village,  and  from 
thence  through  the  country,  to  facilitate  the 
•  com* 
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communication  with  the  weft  fide  of  th« 
ifland.  He  has  done  fomething  in  the  plant-* 
ing  way,  and  he  finds  that  the  hazel  and  fy-* 
camore  thrive  beft. 

He  brought  with  him  the  model  of  a  prefs, 
com,  and  fulling  mill,  to  work  ujider  the 
fame  roof;  the  two  latter  to  go  by  one  water 
wheel.  He  alfo  brought  the  iron  work  for 
thefe  machines.  He  fitted  out  a  fine  cutter, 
founded  the  coaft,  and  found  a  bank  half 
way  between  Harris  and  Sky,  where  many 
boats  have  caught  cod  and  ling.  In  Au- 
guft,  1785,  he  made  a  trial  of  the  banks  of 
St.  Kilda,  which  lies  fifty-four  miles  weft: 
from  the  neareft  land  of  the  Long  Ifland]* 
He  founded  thirty  miles  round  the  former 
in  every  direftion,  and  believes  thefe  banks 
to  extend  ftill  farther,  being  yet  very  little 
known.  In  June,  1786,  he  fent  out  a  ftout 
boat,  with  expert  fifliermen,  to  make  ano- 
ther trial  of  thefe  banks.  They  met  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  he  recommends  afmall  bay 
on  St.  Kilda,  (the  only  one  on  that  coaft)  as 
a  place  worthy  of  public  notice,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  fiflieries '  and  general  naviga- 
tion. 

Some  time  before  my  arrival  at  Harris,  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  mafter  of  the 

above 
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above  mentioned  boat,  wherein  he  fays,  that 
they  obferved  the  whales  plowing  their  way 
through  the  fhoals  of  herrings  that  wefe 
palling  to  the  fouth,  between  the  Long  Ifland 
and  St.  Kilda. 

He  thinks  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  her- 
ring fifliery  on  the  weft  coaft,  is  partly  owing 
to  the  cuftom  of  looking  for  them  in  the 
lochs  only;  and  fays,  that  the  bufles,  on 
their  way  to  the  lochs,  often  pafs  over  large 
ftioals  at  fea  without  taking  notice  of  them, 
arid  have  been  difappointed  when  they  ar- 
rived at  the  lochs. 

In  the  fpring  of  1786,  he  propofed  to  try 
the  filhery  on  the  coaft  of  Harris,  near  his 
own  houfe;  but  this  generous  delign  was 
ridiculed  by  his  tenants,  who  maintdned 
that  he  would  meet  with  no  fuccefs,  ^nd  in- 
cur a  ufelefs  expence.  He  perfifted  in  the 
experiment,  and  caught,  between  the  loth 
of  March  and  the  15th  of  April,  4400 
large  cod  and  ling ;  4  or  500  ikate ;  innu- 
merable quantities  of  dog  fifli,  *  large  eels, 
and  many  boat  loads  of  cuddies. 

L  He 

*  Captain  M^deod  fays,  that  the  Eaft  India  Company 
are  at  great  expence  in  procuring  (lock-fiih  from  Norway 

for 
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He  declares  that  the  greateft  bar  in  the 
Way  of  every  exertion  in  thefe  iflands,  is 
the  high  duty  on,  and  vexattious  trouble  at- 
tending the  purchafe  of  fait  and  coals.  As 
an  inftancc  of  the  inconvenience  the  inha[- 
bitants  undergo  with  regard  to  the  latter,  he 
ftated  the  following  faft. 

"  I  fent  a  floop  loaded  with  coals  from 
"  Greenock  to  this  place  j  i  offered  to  pay 
'*  the  duty  at  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Gree- 
"  nock,  but  it  was  refufed.  The  floop  ijprung 
*'  a  leak  on  the  paflage,  sflid  the  faftor  on 
"  her  arrival  thought  it  advifable  to  unload 
•*  the  coals,  but  at  the  fame  time  wrote  to 
**  the  colle6lor  at  Stornoway,  in  Lewis, 
**  mentioning  the  circumftance,  and  requeft- 

•'  ing 

far  the  iiTe  of  tbeir  (hipping,  which  expeneef  is  throwh  away. 
That  fiih  is  ferved  out  once  a  week  for  dinner,  but  fuch  is  the 
averiion  of  the  men  to  this  food,  that  they  throw  it  over- 
board, and  chuie  to  fail  till  next  meal.  He  thinks  that  dog- 
fifli  and  Ikate,  which  abaundin  thefe  Seas,  would  be  procured  ftt 
half  the  expence  of  ftock-fiib,  and  prove  more  acceptable  to 
the  men.  't'houfands  of  poor  people  in  theft  iflands  Kve 
chiefly  on  dog-fifli  through  the  winter  and  (j^iog.  Skate 
need  not  be  defcribed.  Jf  thefe  fifli  could  be  adopted  in- 
ftead  of  the  ftock'fifli,  he  fays,  that  the  humours  of  the 
feamen  fliould  be;  ftudied  refpe£ting  the  naftie  do^-^fijh,  which, 
as  it  would  give  great  ofifence,  ought  to  be  ehanged.-  Royal- 
"ffli,  Rodney-fifl),  or  any  fimilar  name  would  have  a  go^ 
effea. 
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"  ing  he  would  fend  an  officer  to  fee  the 
***  coals  meafured,  that  the  bond  might  be 
*'  relieved  and  the  duty  paid,  and  that  he 
"  (the  faftor)  would  defray  any  expence  at- 
"  tending  his  journey.  The  coUeftor  re- 
^*  turned  for  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  comply 
"  with  the  requcfl,  as  it  was  abfolutely 
"  necefTary  that  the  floop  fhould  be  fent  to 
*'  Stornoway  from  the  port  of  Rowdily 
*"  where  fhe  had  in  the  mean  time  arrived, 
"  and  had  difcharged  the  coals. 

"  The  faftor  was  obliged  to  fhip  the  coals 
^^  a  fecond  time,  and  fend  the  vefTel  to  Stor- 
**  nowayi  where  they  were  landed,  re-fhip- 
**  ped  a  third  time,  and  brought  back  to  Row- 
^^  dil,  not  only  attended  with  great  ex- 
*^  peilce,  but  with  the  mortifying  delay  of 
''*  every  work  then  in  hand.  This,  and  likecir- 
**  cumflances,"fays  he, "  are  found  more grat- 
**  ing,  as  government  reaps  no  benefit  from  thft 
^^  tax,  as  it  almofl  totally  prevents  any  coals 
•*  from  being  brought  into  this  country. — 
**  Were  it  otherwifej  not  only  the  proprietors 
*'  of  coal  pits  would  be  benefited,  but  all 
**  improvements  here  would  be  facilitated,, 
L  2  "  the 
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^*  the  fuel  of  this  country  not  being  neaf  fa 
"proper,"  ^ 

The  winds  and  the  rain  having  nearly  ex- 
haufted  themrelves,  the  captain  walked  with 
me  up  the  height  upon  the  fouth  end  of" 
Harris,  where  we  had  a  full  view  of  the 
found,  and  of  its  iflands,  in  all  their  glory, 
with  a  large  extent  of  North  Uift. 

The  view  on  the  eaft,  was  a  channel  o( 
fixteen  or  eighteen  miles,  bounded  by  the 
far  ftretching  land  of  Sky ;  beyond  that, 
.  the  mountains  of  Rofs-fhire,  juft  perceiv- 
able. On  the  weft,  the  great  expanfe  of 
the  Atlantic,  which  was  bounded  only  by 
the  horizon. 

,  To  one  of  thefe  iflands  the  late  fir  John 
Elliot  flew  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  af- 
ter having  tried  in  vain  theufual  places  of  re- 
fort,  and  every  afllftance  that  waters  and 
medicine  could  beftow.  For  this  voyage, 
he  hired  a  large  veflTel  at  Leith  or  elfewhere, 
failed  round  the  north  coaft  by  the  Pentlan^ 
Firth,  and  flxetched  from  thence  to  Harris, 
where  his  old  acquaintance  capt.  Macleod, 
provided  a  decent  lodging  for  him  in  the 
houfe    of   Mr.   Campbell,    a   refpeJftaible 

tackf- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     i<55    ) 

tackfman  in  the  pleafant  ifland  of   Berne-* 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Harris,  he  was  fb  far 
exhaufted  that  he  could  fcarcely  walk  a  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  veffel,  and  his  voice  was 
fo  feeble  that  he  could  not  diftin6Uy,  articu- 
late his  words.  He  began  his  regimen  wjth 
goats  whey,  butter  milk,  vegetables,  and 
other  fimples.  His  diforder  lay  in  his  fto- 
piach,  which  retained  very  Httle  of  even  the 
weakeft  food  or  drink;  yet  was  at  the  fame 
time  fo  voracious,  that  he  could  not  be  kept 
from  eating  almoft  conftantly,  and,  with 
the  greateft  defire,  thofe  kinds  of  food  that 
were  the  leaft  proper  for  him.  He,  who  in 
his  praftice  ftriftly  forbade  the  ufe  of  flefli 
meat  and  butter,  could  not  be  prevented, 
by  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  family,  from  de- 
vouring quantities  of  both,  which  returned 
inftantly  into  a  tub  placed  before  him. 

He  did  not,  however,  negle6t  the  whey, 
&c.  which,  with  the  air  of  the  wide  ocean, 
probably  contributed  to  the  change  that  be- 
gan to  appear  in  his  looks,  after  he  h^d  been 
four  or  five  weeks  upon  the  iHand. 

In  proportion  as  his  ftom^ch  began  to  re- 
tain proper  nouriihment,  in  the  fame  pro- 
L  3  portion 
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portion  his  unnatural  appetite  abated ;  aj\d 
in  fix  weeks  from  the  time  of  his  arrival, 
bis  health  feemed  to  be  nearly  reftored.  If 
he  had  fet  put  earlier  in  the  fummer,  and 
reraaitied  at  leaft  three  months  upon  fuita- 
ble  diet,  amufing  himfelf  in  (hooting,  fiih- 
ing  and  failing  among  thefe  iflands,  it  is 
thought  that  he  >youl4  have  recovered  en- 
tirely. 

He  returned  in  September,  by  the  nortl^ 
paiTage,  to  Edinburgh,  in  aipuch  better  ftate 
of  health  th^n  when  he  left  that  city,  but 
died  foon  after  at  the  feat  of  a  nobleman  in 
England, 

I  had  propofed  to  yifit  fir  John  at  Ber^ 
jiera,  but  he  failed  from  .  Rowdil  two 
days  before  my  arrival.  After  ftaying  herq 
feven  or  eight  days,  as  before  obferved,  I 
let  out  for  Stornoway  in  Lewis.  Captain 
Maqleod,  who  was  not  behind  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Highlands  in,  civilities,  kindly  offered 
his  company  thither. 

His  veflels  being  at  the  filheries,  one  at 
St.  Kilda,  and  the  other  at  Loch  Broom, 
we  embarked  in  the  largeft  boat  that  re- 
iTiairied  in  the  harbour,  and  were  accompa- 
nied 
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niedby  a  pinnace,  well  manned,  one  of  whom 
was  equally  qualified  for  managing  the  fails, 
or  the  bagpipe,  which  he  carried  with  him-  * 

In  our  way  thither  we  entered  every  bay 
or  loch,  and  found  tliem  fo  fafe  and 
commodious  for  fhipping  of  all  fizes,  and 
of  fuch  eafy  accefs,  that  the  old  navigator 
every  now  and  then  exclaimed,  "  What  a 
**  treafure  this  would  be  on  the  coaft  of 
"  CoromandeH"  At  other  times  he  lament- 
ed the  want  of  fuch  harbours  on  the  coaft 
of  England.  But  none  of  them  are  com- 
parable, either  in  magnitude  or  fafety,  to  ~ 
Eaft  Loch  Tarbat,  which^  with  the  bays  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  called  Weft  Loch  Tarbat, 
and  the  peninfula  that  divides  them,  I  ex- 
preflTed  a  defire  to  explore  minutely,  and 
captain  Macleod  readily  acquiefced. 

For  this  purpofe  we  landed  on  the  ifland 
of  Scalpay,  or  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  Elen 
Glafli,  and  ftaid  that  night  with  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, a  tackfman  under  captain  Macleod.  As 
this  ifland  lies  immediately  in  the  courfe  of 
fliips  that  pafs  through  the  outer  channel  to 
and  from  the  Baltic,  and  being  near  feveral 
flufters  of  rocks,  it  was  judged  a  proper  fta- 
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tion  for  a  light-houfe ;  and  in  1786,  a  bill 
paffed  for  that  purpofe** 

Many  perfons  with  whom  I  converfed  on 
the  north  coaft  of  Scotland,  arc  of  opinion 

that 

•  There  are  other  ftations  in  this  channel  ^here  Hght- 
houfes  are  much  wanted  ;  as  on  the  rocks  of  Hunahla«  or 
on  Hyfker,  near  the  ifland  of  Canay. 

At  the  diftance  of  feven  miles  S.  from  Tirey,  there  is  a 
ridge  of  rocks  and  foul  ground,  which  run  feven  or  eight 
miles  in  a  S.  W.  direction,  and  often  proves  fatal  to  flup- 
ping>  particularly  to  Grangers. 

Since  I  am  upon  this  fubjed  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve, 
that  many  intelligent  perfons  in  the  north,  are  of  opinion 
that  a  light-houfe  ihould  have  been  ered^ed,  not  on  North 
Ronalfha  in  the  Orkneys,  as  the  bill  of  i786djreds,  but 
on  the  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pentland  Firth,  for  a 
^uide  through  that  dangerous  channel,  where  veflels,  fince 
the  publication  of  Mackenzie's  charts,  generally  pafs. 

Still  more  dilTatisfied  are  the  people,  particularly  feamen, 
with  the  preference  giyen  to  Kinnaird's  Head  in  Aberdeen- 
(hire  for  another  light-houfe,  in^ead  of  Peterhead,  about 
fifteen  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  former.  A  light-houfe  at 
Kinnaird's  Head,  fay  they,  would  ferve  only  as  a  guide  to  a  few 
fmall  veiiels  that  aavigate  the  Murray  Firth  ;  whereas  a  light- 
houfe  at  Peterhead  would  be  a  guide  to  the  head  lands  on 
the  main  fea,  coming  froin  thefouth>  and  (which  is  the  prin- 
cipal obje£lfora  light-houfe  on  that  coafl,)  it  would  aifiil 
Shipping  coming  in  from  all  diredions,  in  avoiding  a  long 
and  dangerous  ridge  of  fou]  ground,  fix  miles  north  from 
Peter  head,  where'  many  veflels  are  wrecked ;  whereas  ^ 
light-houfe  at  Kinnaird's  Head  can  be  of  no  ufe  at  this  place^ 
b^ieaufe  it  lies  round  the  head  withiri  the  entrance  of  the 
Murray  Firth,  and  where,  the  ground  is  far  too  low. 
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that  veffels  are  fometimes  run  upon  rocks^ 
or  upon  the  beach,  purpofely  to  defraud  the 
underwriters.  Mr.  Campbell  with  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  prevailed  on  the  captain  of 
an  Englifti  fhip  to  permit  the  people  of  Scal^ 
pay  to  fave  the  veflel,  which  he  was  fleering 
direftly  upon  the  rocks  of  that  ifland.  The 
captain  in  return  defired  his  cook  to  give  the 
Scalpay  people,  vjrho  had  launched  and  manned 
fix  boats,  a  piece  of  beef  among  them.  Mr. 
Campbell  fuggefted  that  the  people  would 
confider  their  important  fervices  ill  repaid  by 
a  piece  of  beef  only  j  upon  which  the  mag- 
nanimous captain  gave  them  half  a  crown 
inflead  of  the  beef.  Such  behaviour  dip- 
courages  people  from  offering  their  fervices  in 
cafes  of  unavoidable  hazards,  and  where 
their  fatigues  would  be  better  rewarded. 

Frow  Scalpay  we  failed  up  Eafl  Loch  Tar- 
bat,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  a  clergy- 
man near  that  place.  The  day  being  fine,  we 
could  diflin6lly  perceive  oyflers  at  a  good 
depth  of  water  near  the  head  of  th^  bay, 
and  the  fame  on  the  oppofite  fidcv 

This  noble  Bay  lies  twelve  miles  north 
from  the  Sound  of  Harris ^  *  it  is  four  miles 

in  ' 

f  '*  £af{  Loch  Tarbat  is  that  large  bay  which  is  on  the 
weft  fide  of  Scalpay  Iflind.    In  the  mouth  of  it  there  are  a 
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in  length,  pcrfeflly  land-locked,  and  has 
a  number  of  fmall  branches  near  the  en- 
trance, fheltered  by  many  iflands,  on  one  of 
which  we  perceived  two  eagles,  who  feemed 
to  fet  us  at  defiance,  and  did  not  move. 

We  landed  at  the  Tarbat,  a  narrow  pafs 
vrbich  feparatcs  the  channel  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Harris,  from  the  Atlantic  on  the  wefk 
fide.  This  ptifs  is  only  6  or  yqo  yards  acrofs, 
and  the  rife  in  the  center  is  about  fifty  feet 
^bovc  the  high  water  mark.  The  foil  is 
mofs  of  confiderable  d^pth,  but  having  a  de^ 
plivity  on  both  fides,  might  eafily  be  drained. 

When  the  herrings  are  in  Wefl  Loch  Tar- 
bat, the  fifhers  on  the  eafl  fide  drag  their 
boats  acrofs  the  iflhmus  ;  and  fo  vice  verfa 
whert  the  herrings  are  on  the  oppofite  fide.* 

Appa-? 

great  number  of  leffer  iflands  that  break  off  the  fca,  an4 
make  this  a  very  fafe  harbour  for  (hips  and  vefTels  of  anji 
fize ;  a  hundred  of  which  might  ride  in  it  eafily,  on  good 
anchor  ground^  and  well  fheltered/' 

•  The  fame  pradlice  was  ufed  by  the  people  of  Argyle- 
ftiire,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands,  till  lately,  at  the  Tarbat 
in  Cantire>  though  it  is  one  mile  over  and  pretty  high.^ 
Having  little  ^r  no  conception  of  the  pradlicability  of  a  paf-^ 
fage  by  the  Mull  of  Cantire  in  their  little  boats  or  birling-^ 
they  hired  cottagers  and  horfes  to  aflTift  them  in  their  work, 

and 
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Apparently^  a  navigable  canal  might  b^ 
made  through  it,  at  no  great  expence;  hut  at 
leaft  a  good  fmooth  road  might  be  made,  by 
means  of  which  and  a  number  of  horfes,  largo 
empty  boats,  wherries,  and  even  |mall  decked 
veflels,  might  be  dragged  upon  wheels  or  Ai- 
ders from  one  fide  to  the  otlier.  Weft  Loch 
Tarbat*  is  the  only  fafe  harbour  on  that  fide 
of  the  Long  Ifland,  to  Bara  Head,  ^t  its 
fouthem  extremity.  It  is  properly  a  great 
land-locked  bay,  containing  many  fmall 
jbays,  and  abounding  in  falmon,  herrings, 
white  fifti,  and  all  the  other  fpecies  found  in 
the  northern  feas,andthefe  both  large  and  rich. 

Cod  fifh  are  in  their  prime,  between  No- 
vember and  June,  when  the  beft  ling  feafon 
CQihmences^  which  continues  till  Septemben 

The 

and  foon  launcbed  into  the  fca  at  the  oppofite  fide.  Though 
the  pailage  by  the  Mull  of  Cantij'e  is  now  become  familiar 
fo  the  Highlanders,  they  flill  ufe  Che  land  paffage,  at  the 
Tarbat,  in  very  rough  weather,  or  when  there  is  a  good  fish- 
ery in  Loch  Fine.       ^ 

•  *•  Weft  Loch  Tarbat,  including  the  leffer  lochs  or  har- 
bours on  the  north  fide  of  it,  is  a  fpacious  well  fheltered 
arm  of  the  fea,  where  feveral  hundreds  of  ihips  of  all  fizes 
may  ride  fafe  in  all  weather;  for  in  proper  anchoring  places 
it  is  quite  land  locked,  the  depth  is  moderate,  and  the  ground 
holds  weH;  but  the  wefterly  winds,  efpecially  in  winter,  fcj 
S  grea^  fwcll  into  it . ' ',  Mackenw. 
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The  dog  fifh  are  taken  in  fine  calm  weather^^ 
in  June  and  July. 

A  few  huts,  inhabited  by  fifhermen,  form 
a  fmall  village  at  the  Tarbat,  and  thefe  peo- 
ple occupy  th?  whole  valley,  which  is  not 
confiderable;  but  th^re  is  good  grazing  on 
the  hills  at  each  fide.  Thefe  huts  are  built 
clofe  upon  the  b^ch  of  Weft  Loch  Tarbat, 
and  here  we  launched  a  boat,  to  make  the 
tour  of  that  bay  and  its  branches. , 

Mr-  Buchanan  having  ah  appointment  to 
marry  a  couple  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  bays, 
we  were  wilfing  to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony, 
and  to  fee  the  dancing.  The  bridegroom 
was  ayoupg  man  of  that  place;  the  bride  and 
her  friends  came  frpm  Loch  Roag,  in  the 
Lewis. 

The  whole  company  were  decent  and  or- 
^rly^  Old  and  young  danced,  and  among 
the  reft,  captain  Macleod,  whpj^  nptwithr 
ftanding  his  years,  ftepped  up  to  the  bride^ 
with  a  gallant  air,  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and  acquitted hinpifelf  nobly  upon  the  floor; 
but  he  put  the  poor  woman  arid  fome  others 
to  the  blulh  foon  after.  I  had  ^fked  him  in 
a  whifper,  how  he  liked  the  bride  j  he  an- 
fwered  in  a  voice  rathei'  loud,  that,  "  ftie 
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**  was  too  old;  and  that  he  liked  her, maid 
^*  much  better/'  The  bride  feemed  to  be 
about  thirty-fix,  and  his  own  agefeventy. 
His  father  mafried  at  feventy-five,  had  ten 
children,  who  are  moftly  married,  and  he 
died  above  ninety,  when  his  youngeft  child 
was  little  more  than  an  infant. 

We  returned  to  Scalpay  in  good  fpirits, 
and  highly  pleafcd  with  the  appearance  of 
thefe  natural  harbours,  and  with  the  adven- 
tures of  the  day. 

The  ifthmus  of  Tarbat  is  generally 
marked  in  the  maps  as  the  boundary  between 
Harris  and  Lewis,  but  this  is  an  error. 

The  boundary  lies  farther  north,  and  is 
formed  by  two  very  confiderable  and  finely 
flieltered  lochs,  one  of  which,  called  Lpch 
Seafort,  lies  on  the  eaft  fide ;  and  the  other, 
called  Loch  Rhefort,  lies  on  the  weft  fide.— 
The  heads  of  thefe  lochs  thus  ftretching  fe- 
veral  miles  within  land  on  the  oppofite  fides 
of  the  ifland,  approach  within  four  miles  of 
each  other,  and  form  another  ifthmus,  which 
IS  the  land  boundary. 

Having  finiftied  our  obfervations  on  the . 
Tarbat  and  its  excellent  harbours,  we  fet 
,  put  through  the  north  paffage  of  Scalpay, 

for 
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for  Storrioway,  diftant  about  ttventy-^oui* 
miles.  Soon  after  we  had  cleared  Scalpay^ 
We  croffed  the  wide  opening  of  Loch  Sea- 
fort,  and  coafted  along  that  part  of  Lewis 
called  the  Foreft,  which,  though  nb  trees 
grow  there,  abounds  in  deer  and  game. 

It  is  fourteen  miles  in  length,  by  feven,  at 
a  medium,  in  width.  Loch  Seafort  on  the 
fouth,  and  a  large  bay  called  the  Birkert 
Iflands  on  the  north,  approximate  within 
two  miles  of  each  otlier  at  their  heads ;  and 
thus  the  animals  of  this  foreft  might  be  cut 
off  from  the  main  part  of  the  ifland,  by 
means  of  a  wall  carried  between  the  heads 
of  thefe  waters* 

I  believe  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  of  Seafonh, 
who  is  the  fole  proprietor  of  the  Lewis,  has 
this  in  contemplation,  with  a  view  to  i 
thace  or  hunting  ground. 

The  eaft  coaft  of  Lewis,  as  far  as  the  Bay 
of  Stornoway,  refembles  that  of  Harris.  It 
rifes  from  the,  fliore  in  mountains  of  fblid 
rock,  covered  in  fome  places  with  a  thin  bed 
of  grafs,  heath,  or  mols,  Where  fmall  cattle^ 
fheep,  goats,  deer,  hares,  and  moor  ibw^ 
pick  up  a  fubfiftence. 

But  if  thefe  hills  be  barren,  the  wateft 
which  fill   the   fpaces  between   them  are 
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amazingly  rich.  The  ^vhole  coaft  is  a  conti- 
nuation of  fecure  bays,  and  excellent  fifh- 
ing  grounds,  in  each  of  which  there  are 
fome  cottagers,  who  are  chiefly  occupied  in 
that  profeflion.  Similar  fifheries  are  carried 
on  by  the  natives  in  all  the  openings  around 
the  ifland.  Captain  Macleod  has  adopted 
this  plan  in  Harris,  and  has  greatly  improved 
upon  it.  In  every  loch,  bay,  or  creek,  he 
ftations  men  and  boats,  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  each  water,  who  are  to  fifli 
through  the  whole  year  when  the  weather 
permits.  He  allows  them  cottages  and  po- 
tatoe-ground  rent  free;  he  furnifhes  them 
with  neceflaries  at  prime  coft,  including  the 
freight-  and  he  takes  their iifh  in  payment, 
at  the  market  price. 

This  conduft  will  in  time  line  the  coaft 
Svith  a  numerous  race  of  expert  fifhermen, 
comfortable  in  their  circumftances,  whofe 
wants  will  take  off  the  produce  of  the 
neighbouring  farms,  and  gradually  raife  the 
value  of  lands. . 

It  ought  to  be  a  model  for  fome  proprietors 
in  the  Highlands,  who,  blinded  by  the  re- 
prefentations  of  faftors,  and  mifled  by  their 
influence,  have  never  permitted  their  te- 
nantry 
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tiantry  to  raife  their  heads,  and  are  conti-' 
nuallycrufliingthem,  by  new  inipolitions  up- 
on their  induftry  and  upon  every  appearance 
6f  improvement;  by  which  they  are  ftripped 
6^  the  fruits  of  their  latour,  to  which  the 
improver,  and  not  the  mafter,  has  in  com- 
mon jiiftice  the  beft  right.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  fqueczing  fyftem  has  invari- 
ably proved  a  fictitious,  inftcad  of  a  real 
rent-roll  well  paid;  and  thus  each  party 
impoverifhes  and  diftrefles  the  other. 

When  we  pafled  the  north  point  of  Sky, 
which  divides  this  channel  on  the  fouth,  the 
main  expanfe  opened  fully  to  our  view, 
bounded  by  Lewis  and  Harris  on  the  weft. 
Sky  on  the  fouth,  the  continent  on  the  eaft, 
and  the  ocean  on  the  north.  This  channel 
contains  a  furface  of  fifty-five  miles  in  length, 
from  the  north  point  of  Sky  to  Cape  Wrath^ 
by  forty  upon  a  medium  in  width,  between 
the  Long  Ifland  and  the  counties  of  Rofs- 
(hire  and  Sutherland,  on  the  main  land. 

It  abounds  in  fiihing  banks,  and  its  ftiores 
on  every  fide  are  deeply  pierced  with  lake^, 
fome  of  them  extending  ten  or  twelve  miles 
within  land,  and  all  of  them  the  occafional 
refort    of  excellent  herrings  in   boundlefs 
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blimbers;  befides  white-fifh,  flat-fifh,  ftielt* 
iifh,  falmoni  mackarel^  feals>  and  various 
ipecies  6i  the  whale  kind,  which  are  caught 
for  their  oil. 

Excepting  fome  rocks  lying  off  the  north 
point  of  Sky,  and  thofe  near  Scalpay  for 
which  a  light-houfe  is  now  erecting,  this 
channel  is  entirely  unincumbered  with  {hal- 
lows or  foul  grounds,  and  its  depth  is  from 
,30  to  90  fathoms.  When  a  veffel  enters  it 
from  th^  north,  (he  is  direfted  by  the  courfe 
of  the  winds,  in  her  way  fouthwards.  If  the 
winds  faVoiir  thief  inner  paffage,  ftie  keeips 
upon  the  eaft  fide,  and  proceeds  through  tne 
narrrow  Kyles  between  Sky  and  the  copti- 
lient.  And  when  the  wind  favours  the  outer 
paflage,  fhe  fleers  weftward  iand  proceeds 
between  Sky  and  the  Long  Mand.  The 
lame  regulation  is  obferved  by  veflels  coming 
from  the  fouth* 

The  width  of  thele  two  paflag^s  to  an4 
from  the  north  is  very  dilproportionedj 
the  eaftcm  paffage  beiiig  only  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  one  part,  while  that  on  the  weft  fide 
is  fixteen  miles.  The  firft  is  eallcd  the  Kyles 
bf  Sky,  and  the  fecond  is  called  thcMi/icli 
but  the   main    channel    abjve   defcribed^ 
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and  to  which  both  of  thefe  paflages  lesi^ 
has  no  name,  though  from  its  being  th^ 
great  thbroughfare  of  ftiipping,  and  of  the 
.herrings  with  all  their  attendants,  it  has  as 
good  a  claim  to  geographical  diftin6lion  as 
other  branches  of  the  ocean :  J  therefore  fug- 
gefted  in  a  former  publication,  that  it  fhould 
be  called  King  George's  Channel,  The 
words  ufed  on  that  head  are  copied  in  the 
note,  with  fome  additions.* 

Towards 

•  Though  evpfy  loch,  bay,  found  or  cfeek,  howtver  (inalla 
has  a  name,  yet  this  large  body  of  water  has  no  particular 
appellation.  We  have  an  EngUf^  Channel,  an  Irifh  Channel, 
and  a  Saint  George's  Channel,  but  no  Scottish  Channel;  and  * 
as  this«fta*Ses  immediately  within  that  kingdom,  I  had  re- 
iblved  to  propofe  that  it  fhould  hereafter  be  diflinguiihed  by 
that  name,  upon  charts  and  maps.  Contemplating  ^fterwarids 
the  beneiiC^rftdifpofition  of  his  preTent  Majefty  towards  all  his 
fubjefb,'  without  diftin£Uon  or  partiality ;  his  confidence  in  a 
pecple  who  had  long  been  kept  at  a  diflance  from  the  throne^; 

» the  ftill  farther  indulgencies  propofed  in  favour  of  their  couif- 
try,  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  arid  the  happy  change  which  is    ' 
likely  to  be  efFefted  thereby  during  his  Majefly*s  reign^  I 
wifhto  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  that  reign  and  thefe 

.  events,  throughout  the  Highlands,  by  calling  this  water 
King  George's  Chanmel  ;  and  this,  in  the  name  of  dl 
Highlandmen  of  whatever  rank  dr  defcription.  And  it  being 
the  focial  pra&ice  of  Highlandmen  in  all  ages,  to  feal,  ratify, 
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towards  evening  we  difcovered  land  on  the 

north  (ide  of  the  bay  of  Stornovvay.     This  is 

&n  almoU  detached  wing,  cilled  the  Point  of 

Aird,  that  lies  off  the  main  ifland,  to  which 

M  2  it 

and  wafti  down  every  cdmpafl  or  bargain  in  good  ale  or 
whiikey,  let  every  loyal  patriot  pay  a  due  regard  to  the  fol- 
lowing fentiraents : 
The  King  and  Royal  Family. 
The  land  of  cakes. 

May  the  fpirit  of  the  Engllfli  conflitutlon  I'cach  every  glen, 
ftrath^  and  ihore  of  the  Kigh-ands,  with  the  Hcbride  Ifles. 

May  the  improvement  of  the  Highlands  and  the  fiflieries 
|pnga£'^  the. attenrion  of  King  and  Parliament. 

Short  communications  with  the  Clyde>  and  the  Murray 
Firth. 

The  Highland  Societies  of  London  and  Edinburgh, 

The  Britiih^Society  for  extending  the  Fiflieries,  and  im- 
|>roving  the  Sea  coailsof  thej&ingdom. 

All  thofc  proprietors  who  have  offered  lands  on  eafy  terms, 
whereon  to  build  fifhing  ftations  in  the  Highlands. 

The  fpecdy  ereftion  of  free  towns  on  the  weftern  and  north- 
ern  (hores>  where  the  iiiduftrious  may  buy  and  fell,  not  as 
Haves,  but  &s  freemen. 

The  friends  of  the  fiflieries  of  Great  Britain. 

May  all  unneceffary  reflr'aints  be  abolifhed. 

No  cuflofm-houfe  fess. 

Liberal  encouragement  to  bufles  and  boats. 

Ready  markets  in  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies.  ^ 

The  wooden  bulwarks  of  Great  Britain. 

Prince  H:nry,  and  the  tars  of  Old  England. 

May  every  hardy  filherman  be  ready  to  fcrvc  his  king  and 
country  when  called  upon. 
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it  is  only  joined  at  high  water  by  a  peninfuk 
of  a  few  hundred  feet  in  width.  It  is  fix  miles 
in  length  by  two  in  breadth,  and  forms  i 
flriking  contraft  to  the  fliores  upon  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Long  Ifland. 

It  is  comparatively  alow  and  pleafantcoun-* 
try,  fertile  in  grain,  and  excellent  grafs.  The 
fame  appearances  continuedalong  the  north 
fide  of  the  bay,  as  far  as  Stornoway,  and  a 
Ihort  fpace  farther. 

New  obje6ls  appeared  equally  agreeable, 
upon  entering  the  bay.  Firfl,  tlie  Ihipping, 
of  which  there  were  thirteen  at  anchor,  one  of 
them  600  tons  burthen.  Secondly,  the  town 
of  Stornoway,  which  being  rebuilt  with 
houies  of  ftone,  lime,  and  ilate,  makes  a  hand* 
fomc  appearance.  One  wing  or  ftreet  i$ 
built  on  a  narrow  peninfula  that  ftretches 
out  a  confiderable  way  into  the  bay,  and  adds 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  landfcape.  Laftiy; 
Seaforth  Lodge,  which  is  built  on  a  lawn 
that  rifes  gradually  from  the  head  of  the  bay, 
and  being  perfeftly  white,  has  a  good  effeft. 

When  we  came  within  the  harbour, 
we  were  forry  to  perceive  that  noble  port 
withont  a  key;  and  it  appeared  fliU  more 
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ftrangc,  when  we  were  informed  that 
12  ofifooL  had  been  granted  feveral  years 
ago,  by  the  truftees  at  Edinburgh  for  build- 
ing a  fufficient  key,  and  for  raifihg  cottagea 
for  fifhermen  along  the  fhores  of  the  ifland* 

Something  had  .indeed  been  erefted'  here 

in  the  name  of  a  key,  and  even  that  is  fo 

much  out  of  repair,    that  the  velfels  load 

^and  unload  upon  the  beach,  or  in  the  bay, 

by  means  of  boats. 

In  the  laft  century,  feveral  Dutch  families 
had  fettled  here  on  account  of  the  fiiheries, 
but  they  were  unfortunately  driven  away, 
during  the  war  between  F4ngland  and 
Holland.  Their  example  had,  however,  a 
good  effeft  among  the  natives,  who,  from 
thenceforward,  have  done  more  in  the  way 
of  fifhing  and.  traffic  than  all  the  Weft 
Highlands  put  together. 

The  late  earl  of  Seaforth,  whofe  good  in- 
tentions far  exceeded  his  abilities,  gave  every 
encouragement  in  his  power  for  rebuilding 
and  extending  the  town,  and  he  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  no  place  between  theMuU  of  Can- 
tire  and  Cape  Wrath  contains  half  its  num- 
l)er  of  ^ihabitants. 

M3  It 
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It 'IS  divided  into  two  towns,  one  for 
traders,  and  the  other  for  fifnermen.  The 
firft  is  built  clofe  upon  the  beach,  and  is  ac* 
commodated  with  a  church,  cuftom-houfe^j 
and  a  good  inn,  " 

Fifty  handfome  houfes  have  been  raifed 
•  within  thefe  few  years,  and  new  ones  are  ftill 
going  forward  upon  a  regular  plan  drawn 
out  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  favoured  ^ 
me  with  a  coJ)y  of  it.  The  ground  is  granted 
on  perpetual  feus,  in  lots  of  fifteen  to  thirty 
feet  in  front,  and  fixty  behind,  for  a  garden,  • 
which  the  inhabitants  wifh  to  have  incrcafed 
to  double  that  fizc, ,  partly  on  account  of  tlie 
room  which  their  bulky  fuel  requires.  If 
this  could  be  complied  with,  the  town  wou-d 
increafe  with  great  rapidity,  and  abundantly 
repay,  in  the  improvement  of  the  ifland,  the 
conceffion  of  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  of 
ground. 

Though  the  town  has  fuffered  greatly  by* 
the  late  wars,  its  Ihipping  amounts  at  pre- 
fent to  twenty- three  decked  vefTel?,  which, 
are  chiefly  employed  in  the  fifheries. 

That  divifion  which  is  inhabited  by  fifh- 
ermen  and  mechanicks,  lies  at  fome  diflance  j 
the  ftrests  crofs  each  oth:r  at  right  ^gles, 
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the  houfes  are*  neat  arid  uniform,  accommo-- 
dated  with  garden  ground,  and  the  whole  oc- 
cupies feveral  acres  of  good  land. 

Seaforth  has  it  in  contemplation  to  re- 
build the.  church,  and  ereft  a  gaol  and  town- 
houfe. 

When,  we  arrived  at  the  town,  captain 
Macleod  expreffed  a  defire  to  remain  that 
night  at  the  inn,  being  unwilling,  he  faid, 
to  drefs  and  go' among  company.  This 
being  agreed  upon,  we  fent  a  card  to  the 
fa£lor  wifhing  to,  fee  him  In  a  very  Ihort 
ti'me  after,  the  good  woman  of  tlie  houfe 
ruflied  into  the  room,  calling  out,  'f  Sea- 
"  forth,  Seaforth  !"  and  before  we  could 
utter  a  word,  Seaforth,  who  w^s  at  her 
heels,  appeared.  I  had  the  honour  of  in- 
troducing captain  Macleod  to  him,  and  we 
were  carried  irrefiftibly  to  the  lodge. 

When  I  looked  from  the  window  next 
morning,  which  happened  to  be  very  fine, 
the  views  were  among  the  firft  that  I  had 
feen.  The  fmall  craft  were  aflpat  ^t  the 
head  of  the  bay,  \vith  their  fails  up  to  dry 
after  fome  rains ;  behind,  was  the  point 
ftretching  acrpfs  the  bay,  and  covered  to 
.the  very  extremity  with  neat  white-wafhed 
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houfbs.'  Beyond  thefc,  in  the  outer  bayv 
were  the  (hipping  with  their  fails  up;  while 
feme  were  going  out,  and  others  coming  in* 
Upon  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  were  Hoping 
fields  of  ripe  com  ;  on  the  fouth>  were  lofty 
hills ;  and,  to  crown  this  matchlefs  fcene- 
ry;  the  far  diftant  mountains  of  Rofs-fhirc 
conveyed  the  idea  of  a  country  that  had  been 
convulfed  into  a  chaos. 

When  the  church  and  fpire  fhall  be  built, 
with  a  fmall  fpire  alfo  upon  the  town-houfe, 
and  other  ornaments  which  Seaforth's  fer- 
tile imagination  may  eafily  conceive,   this 
place  will  merit  the  pencil  of  the  firft  land- 
ibape  painter  in  the  kingdom^,  and  b^  a  con- 
fiderable  acquifition  to  the  many  beautiful  . 
prints  which  diftinguiih  the  prefent  age.    I 
was  defirous  to  make  the  tour  of  this  large 
and    unexplored   jfland,   particularly    that 
great  bay  on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  which  con- 
tains many  lefier  ones,  from  one  of  which  it 
is  called  Loch  Roag.     Seaforth  entered  rea-% 
dily  into  the  defign,  as  did  captain  Macken-^ 
gie  his  brotheri-in-law,  andgaptain  Macleod. 
A  boat  was  manned  and  ilored  with  pro- 
wfions,  wine,  fpirits,  and  malt  liquor.    The 
weather  ftUl  continued  fine,^  and  we  ftt  out 
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in  high  fpirits  from  the  harbour  of  Storno-*     ' 
way  for  the  Birken  Ifles,  from  whence  there 
is  a  channel  that  ftrctches  within  four  miles 
of  the  loch. 

^  Our  dcfign  was  to  go  as  far  as  we  could  by 
water,  and  to  walk  from  thence  to  the  head 
of  Loch  Ro^g,  which,  with  all  its  branches 
and  iilands,  we  meant  to  have  examined. 
But  though  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
accompanied  in  this  maritime  expedition  by 
two  experienced  feamen,  Seaforth*  and  the 
Eaft  India  captain,  the  defigh  proved  abor- 
tive, and  my  time  did  not  admit  of  a  fecond 
attempt. 

I  ftiall  however  mention  fome  particulars 
refpe6ling  Loch  Roag.  It  lies  opppfite  to  the 
bay  of  Slornoway,  from  which  the  neareft 
part  of  it  is  diftant  about  twelve  miles. 
From  the  beft  j^nchqring  place?  in  thefe  two 

bays, 

•  This  gentleman  ferved  when  very  young  in  the  royal 
navy.  While  he  was  ill  with  a  fever,  an  engagement  hap. 
pened  between  the  fleet  on  which  he  was  on  board  and  that 
of  the  French,  when  the  noife  of  the  cannon  totally  de« 
prived  him  of  his  hearing,  under  which  calamity  he  ftill  re- 
mains. The  ufual  way  of  converfing  with  him  is  by  writings 
4>r  by  the  fingers,  at  which  his  family  and  intimate  acquaint-* 
ance  are  very  expert^  and  he  is  equally  quick  in  anticipating 
♦heir  ineaning^ 
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bays,  to  the  north  extremity  of  the  ifland, 
called  the  Butt  of  the  Lewis,  the  diftance  on 
each  lide,  by  water,  is  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty  miles,  and  the  whole  cpaft  from  one 
bay  or  harbour  to  the  other,  amounts  to 
nearly  fixty  miles  of  an  open  navigation  in 
the  main  ocean. 

In  this  long  and  dangerous  courfe,  there  is 
no  place  where  fhips,  ov  even  boats,  can  find 
fhelter  in  rough  weather.  It  is  a  bare  open 
cdaft,  the  dread  of  mariners,*  and  ill  adapted 
.  for  fifheries.  This  points  out  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  good  harbour  or  port  fomewhere 
in  Loch  Roag,  both  for  the  advantage  of 
navigation  and  the  fi(heries,  Mr.  Macken- 
zie's defcriptions  of  the  different  places  where 
fhips  may  ride  fafely  in  this  bay,  are  too 
numerous  to  be  inferted  here. 

We  failed,  as  before  obferved,  for  this  bay, 
by  the  way  of  the  Birken  Ifles.     In  coafting 

along 

f  In  (7869  an  BnglHh  Greenland  (hip  had  been  blocked 
up  fometime  by  the  ice,  where,  and  in  their  voyage  to  the 
Lewis,  the  men  fuffered  incredible  hardfhips,  which  reduced 
their  numbers  and  ob%ed  them  to  run  into  the  only  bay 
upont  his  coaft,  called  Loch  Ti;a,  or  the  Broad  Bay.  Here 
-they  were  ffaranded,  but  happily  for  them,  not  on  a  plun4cr-.. 
ing  or  barbarous  coaft.  They  were  received  and  aiTifted  by 
Seafprth  and  the  inhabitants  of  Stornoway  yaXh.  the  utmoft 
liberality  and  humanity. 
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along  we  kept  in*  many  parts  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  rocks,  where  a  large  fifh  caU 
led  lyth  are  generally  caught  with  the  hoQk.  , 
They  are  efteemed  by  the  natives  to  be  more 
delicate  than  cod,  ling,  or  whiting,  and  they 
generally  weigh  feven  or  eight  pound*  We 
caught  two  of  them' to  furnifh  an  addition^ 
di(h  at  dinner,  for  which  our  ilomachs  pointy 
ed  very  ftrongly. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
that  we  fhould  encamp  upon  one  of  the 
iflands,  where,  having  arrived  at  a  fnug  little 
creek,  we  left  a  man  in  charge  of  the  boat, 
and  fcrambled  up  the  lofty  Ihore. 

Here  all  hands  were  employe^  in  landing 
the  cargo,  and  carrying  it  to  the  place  of  en- 
campment. Some  brought  up  fire  arms; 
others  carried  the  provifions  andliquorsj  and 
the  rear  followed  with  kitchen  utenfils.  The 
ifland  was  covered  with  heath,  and  a  fire  was 
inftantly  kindled  under  a  little  rock,  where 
-the  fifh  was  to  be  cooked.  Every  man  now 
took  his  flation.  Seaforth  cut  up  one  of  the 
lyth,  which  he  gutted,  wafhed,  and  put  into 
the  kettle. 

The  department  chofen  by  captain  Mac- 
kenzie was  to  attend  the  kettle  and  fupply 
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the  fire  with  heath,  which  bdng  dry,  mzde  a 
fine  blaze,  and  facilitated  the  bufinefs  on 
hand. 

We  had  laid  in  a  fmall  falmon,  juft  caught* 
of  which  captain  Macleod  took  the  charge* 
Having  performed  the  previous  operations, 
he  cut  it  in  flices  of  about  half  a  pound  each, 
whichhe  wrapped  in  paper,  put  upon  a  grid- 
iron, and  cooked  with  great  attention,  and 
with  great  fatisfa£Hon  to  tbofe  who  ate  of  it. 

My  office  confiftedin  pulling  heath  for  the 
fupply  of  our  kitchen,  which  confumed  no 
fmall  quantity,  and  the  boatmen  had  various 
works  upon  their  hand^. 

When  dinner  was  nearly  ready  to  be  ferv- 
ed  up,  Seaforth  fpread  a  large  table  cloth 
upon  the  ground  ^  opened  his  hampers  and 
kantin  -,  laid  the  knives,  forks,  and  plates ; 
took  out  his  ftores  of  cold  tongue,  tame 
and  wild  fowl,  roaft  beef,  bread,  checfe, 
butter,  pepper,  fait,  vinegar,  pickles,  &c. 
alfo  wine,  fpirits,  ale,  and  porter. 

Juft  as  we  were  ready  to  take  our  places, 
after  the  manner  of  Indians  at  a  feaft,  we 
efpied  a  fmall  fail  fleering  for  Stornoway, 
where  colonel  Macleod  of  Sky  and  his  lady 
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Ibad  been  expelled  with  the  firft  good  wea-^     ^ 
ther.     The  appearance  of  the  fails  confirm- 
ed us  in  the  opinion  that  the  colonel  was  on 
board,  and  efforts  were  ufed  to  attra6t  his 
notice  and  bring  him  to  the  ifland* 

A  blaze  was  made  on  the  higheil  ground, 
a  gun  was  fired,  and  a  white  handkerchief 
was  hung  out  by  way  of  a  flag ;  but  he  kept 
upon  his  courfe,  and  we  lay  down  upon  the 
heath  to  dine,  chearful,  and  well  pleafed  with 
every  objeft  before,  and  around  us. 

After  this  very  comfortable  meal,  we  em- 
barked for  the  head  of  the  Joch,  and  pafled  fome 
herring  buflSbs  that  were  at  anchor  in  fnug  lit- 
tle bays,  finely  ftieltered  by  the  Birken  Ifles  5 
but  the  day  being  far  fpent,  we  landed  and 
took  up  our  lodging  for  that  night  in  the  on- 
ly houfe  where  we  could  be  accommodated. 
Our  intention  was  to  embark  early  next 
morning,  but  to  our  great  difappointment, 
the  weather  had  changed  in  the  night,  from 
ferenity  to  a  perfeft  ftorm  of  wind  with  in- 
ceffant  rain,  which  put  an  end  to  our  expe- 
dition, and  prefented  to  our  view  a  very  un- 
comfortable journey  by  land  to  Stornoway, 
through  mofles  and  moors  now  rendered  al- 
tnoft  impafiable. 

We 
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We  encountered  the  ftorm  witK  at  bold 
face,  and  arrived  fafely  at  the  lodge,  where 
we  foon  forgot  the  toils  of  the  day.  Next 
morning  Seaforth  propofed  to  accompany 
me,  with  his  faftor,  to  the  Point  of  Aird, 
formerly  mentioned,  where  I  faw  fome  ex- 
•  cellent  farms^  and  a  great  number  of  bjack 
cattle  in  good  condition  -,  yet  much  remains 
of  that  beautiful  fpot  to  be  improved,  which, 
having  a  declivity,  and  being  near  the  fea 
fliore,   may  be  done  with  eafe. 

I  fhall  clofe  thefe  partial  obfervations,  by  a 
general  defcription  of  Lewis,  an  ifland  little 
known  except  to  mariners,  and  its  inhabi- 
tants. Its  main  length  is  forty  miles,  by 
twenty-four  where  wideft,  exclufive  of  the 
peninfula  of  Aird.  On  the  fouth  fide  it  is 
rough .  and  mountainous;  but  all  that  great 
divifion  of  it  which  lies  between  Stornoway 
and  the  northern  extremity  is  comparatively 
a  low  country,  and  contains  many  good  farms. 
The  far  greateft  part  of  this  divifion  is,  how- 
ever, mofs  and  heath,  the  work  of  ages  to 
jeclaim ;  and  this  points  out>  in  language 
more  powerful,  and  more  confident  with 
common  fenfe  than  thofe  of  a  faftor  or 
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fteWard,  the  expediency  of  farming  otit  this 
great  morafs  in.  fmall  lots,  upon  the  eafieft 
terms,  and  for  two  or  three  lives., 

6y  this  means,  and  by  giving  every  polli- 
bleaid  to  the  fifheries,  and  the  rifing  town  of 
Stornoway,  this  ifland  may  in  the  courfe  of 
fifty  or  fixty  yearis  double  its  prefent  rent. 

The  cod  and  ling,  chiefly  the  latter,  ex- 
ported from  Stornoway  annually  to  Dublin^ 
Leghorn,  &c.  amount  to  eighty  or  one  hun- 
dred tons.  Thefe  fifh  are  very  large,  fome  of 
the  ling  weighing  loolb.  There  are  alfo 
in  this  aflbrtment,  a  fmall  quantity  of  that 
delicious  fifh  called  tufk. 

I  exaniined  fome  large  piles  of  fifh  at  Stor- 
noway, and  found  them  exceedingly  white, 
clear,  and  in  all  refpefts  well  cured.  The  fifh- 
ery  of  the  ifland  has  been  long  monopolized 
by  the  faftor,  who  pays  the  fifhermen  i3l.per 
ton  for  the  ling,  and  gets,  when  fold  upon 
the  fpot,  1 81.  When  to  thefe  advantages, 
we  add  the  various  emoluments  arifing  from 
his  office,  and  his  traffic  in  grain,  meal, 
cattle,  &c.  his  place  is  better  than  the  rent 
of  many  confiderable  eflates  in  the  High- 
lands. The  father  of  the  prefent  fa<5lor  . 
procured  a  leafe  of  that  office,  with  all  its  ap^ 

pendagcs^ 
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ptndagesy  for  a  number  of  years,  fix  or  fevfitl 
of  which  are  yet  unexpired ;  and  it  is  faid 
that  he  retired  with  a  fortune  of  2p,oool.  a 
part  of  which  he  has  laid  out  upon  an  cftate 
where  he  now  refides. 

Of  the  black*  cattle,  as  well  as  the  white 
fifh,  he  feems  to  have  had  a  complete  mono-t 
poly,  as  appears  from  a  paper*  that  was 

put 

♦  Copy  warrant  Alex.  ^— ,  fa£ter  to  Seaforth.  , 

''Donald^ 

••  You  art  to  intimate  to  the  whole  tenants  in  your  diA 
rid,  who  pay  rent  to  the  fador,  that  they  mufl  fell  n<y 
cattle  this  year,  until  the  rents  are  paid,  to[any  pcrfon  who  has 
not  the  fa£lor*s  orders  to  buy;  and  if  any  one  attempt  to  buy 
%ith  ready  money,  you  are  to  arreft  thefe  cattle,  and  not 
allow  them  to  be  carried  out  of  the  country  until  the 
whole  rents  are  paid  up.  This»  on  your  peril,  I  defire  may 
be  done  immediately,  and  any  perfon  who  dares  to  f^ll«  after 
thelc  orders  are  made  public,  you  are  to  acquiant  me  thereof. 
Tell  John  Morifon,  in  Nether  6hathu,that  it  is  expedled  he 
will  buy  ap  a  good  many  (lots  and  droving  cows  this  year  for 
u<:.  If  he  does,  it  will  be  obliging,  and  the  fenrice  will  not  be 
forgot-    Writfe  to  toe  when  you  have  obeyed  thefe  ordefsr. 

(Signed )        Alex ^^. 

Extraded  by  John  Morifon^  late  tackfman  of  Little  Ber- 
fteray." 

Copy  receipt  Alex,  ^ ,  24th  Auguft,  X'jZo. 

"  Received  by  me  Alex ,  Clerk  of  theAdmi- 

ralt>'  Court  of  Lewis  and  Harris,  from  John  Morift^n,  Lit- 
tle Berneray,  twelve  (hillings  fterling,  dedudling  therefrom 
three  (Iiillings  allowed  for  falvage,  as  the  valiie  of  a  barrel  of 

tar 
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jMil  into  my  hands  by  one  of  the  tackfiflcA 
formerly  in  Lewis,  but  who  has  fince  takiai 
a  large  farm  elfewhcre.  A  copy  of  this  curi* 
bus  paper  will  convey  a  better  idea  of  the 
t:ondition  of  thofc  people,  whofe  lot  it  is  to 
live  under  the  defpotic  fway  of  certain  fadlors, 
ihan  any  declamation  which,  human  feelings 
^can  incite.  It  appears  by  tlie  date,  that  tlie 
paper  copied  in  the  note  refers  to  the  late 
earl  of  Seaforth's  time^ 

N    .  Lewis 

tar  found  at  fta  by  Mufdo  Cook,  ia  the  year  i;68.    Wit« 
hefs  xny  hand. 


All 


ex. 


Extracted  by  John  Morifbn,  late  tackfinan  of  Little  Ber^ 
hcray. 

**.  That  Mr.  ',  as  faftor  to  Seafortli,  was  to  be 

kept  in  firing  by  the  tenants  6f  Lewis,  but  in  place  of  this# 
and  in  name  of  faid  pdats^  Mr. '  v  »  ^  fefyed  ff  good  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Stomoway,  to  the  vahie  of  fortjr  or  fifty 
pounds  fterling  yearly,*  is  alfo  certified  by  John  Morifon, 

tate  tackfman  of  Little  B^rnerajr.    If  Mr.-: ^ —  rcftife 

either  the  warrailtoi^  receipt,  I  ihall  produce  the  principals; 
and  as  to  the  article  of  the  peats,  if  he  alfo  refufe  it,  I  ihall 
fend  certificates  from  the  people  who  has  bought  of  the 
peats  of  him.  You'll  pleafe  obfervd,  that  there  has  beeni 
■no  arrears  bf  rent  in  the  ifland  fince  the  year  1752*  fo 
that  there  was  no  proper  apology  for  granting  fuch  war- 
rants, as  it  only  meant  to  fecure  the  cattle  to  themfclves, 
having  forbidden  any  other  psrfon  to  buy,  ^ven  with  ready 
money.** 

.'  •  Mr.  Mcri/oHmant,  that  htfid$s  th^  peats  i^pd  by  thifaSar 
U  his  ownfstmiljy  ht  kad  a  fur  plus  wahicb  he  fold  t9  the  fen fU 
•f  Stprnrway* 
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Lewis  is  the  moil  northern  of  all  the  He« 
bride  Iflands,  and  next  in  fize  to  Sky/  b 
^orms  a  part  of  Rofs-fhire  >  contained  for- 
merly eight  parifhes,  which  are  now  reduced 
fo  four ;  and  the  number  of  inhalintants  is 
calculated  at  9006.  About  forty  years  ago^ 
the  then  fa<5tar  farmed  the  whole  iflan4 
for  which  he  paid  the  earl  of  Seaforth  loook 
annually*  By  means  of  improvements  in 
agriculture^  fifheries,  andkelp,  of  which  about 
200  tons  of  an  excellent  quality  is  made, 
chiefly  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland ;  with 
grouridr-rents  of  houfeai,  and  the  rife  in  the 
ivice  of  cattle,  the  iflandnowpays  ajooL  neat 
rent,  befidcs  church  dues,  &c.  * 

Seaforth'a  principal  reiidence  is  at  firahan 
CiafUe,  near  Dingwall ;  but  he  refides  hat 
With  his  family  two  or  three  montfis  every 
filmmer,  where  he  enjoys  more  than  Aliiatic 
luxury,  in  the  fimple  produce  of  his  fore&F 
his  heaths,  and  his  fhores.  Mis  tabk  is 
continually  fupplied  with  delicate  beef^  mut- 
ton, veal,  lamb>  pork>  venifon,  hare,  pi- 
geons; fowls,  tame  and  wild  ducks,  tamt 
and  wild  geefe,  partridges,  and  great  variety 
of  moor  fowl.  Of  tlie  fifh  kind  he  is  fupr 
plied  by  his  izQx)T  with  fait  cod^  liAg,  and 
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toik  i  and  by  his  own  boat  ivith  frefJi  cod, 
h^dock,  whiting,  mackarel,  ikate,  foais, 
flounders,  lythe,  &cci  Thefe  are  caught  ui 
the  bay  immediately  fronting  his  houfc,  every 
diy  exotept  fundajr,  and  thrown  in  a  heap . 
ijpon  the  ground  neai*  the  kitchen,  from 
whiiJh  the  cook  fupplies  the  table,  and  the 
reft  ace  given  to  the  poor* 

In  falmon  and  trout  he  is  fupplied  from 
the  bay  (ialled  JLoch  Tua,  whidi  flows 
Withia  a  mile  of  his  houfe,  on  the  north 
fide.  ' 

3eing  deiirous  to  afbcrtain  the  extent  of 
the  filhery  at  this  place,  he, provided  nets  and. 
ftt  but,  accompanied  by  his  family  and  a 
croud  of  j^ec^lc,  for  the  bay,  where  he  com- 
menced fifhemian*  The  following  is  a  co- 
py  of  his  journal^  drawn  out  by  himfclf. 

«  Auguft  17,  1786-  Hauled  only  the  little 
pool  once«  Cai:^t  falmon  29,  trout  ia8» 
flounders  1468. 

*^  Auguft  18.  Ilauledboth  great  and  little 
pool  once.  Great  pool,  139  falmon,  528 
trout,  a  few  flounders.  Little  pool,  5  fal- 
mon, about  100  trout,  and  500  flounders. 

^*  Auguft  23.  Hauled  both  pools  once.  Did 

nttt.count  the  fifti  feparately,  but  the  whole 

N  a  were 
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were  143  (almon,  143  trout,  and  the  flounderis 
I  did  not  count,  but  they  were  a  great  heap, 
about  7  dr  8oo-  Every  day  an  immenle 
number  of  herrings,  fprats,  and  cuddies 
were  caught."  From  thefe  he  fupplied  him- 
felf,  and  gave  the  reft  away.  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  thefe  captures  were  made  after 
rains  that  had  fucceeded  a  period  of  dry 
weather. 

Such,  with  the  product  of*  a  garden,  are 
the  articles  which  a  Highland  laird  or  chief- 
tain has  at  his  table  at  dinner  and  fupper. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  however,  gives  the  preference 
to  the  breakfaft.  "  A  man  of  the  Hebrides, 
**  fays  he,'  for  of  the  women's  diet  1  can  give 

no  accoirnt,  as  foon  as  he  appears  in  the 

mdrning,  fwallows  a  glafs  of  whifkey. 
"  yet  they  are  not  a  drunken  race,  at  leaft  I 
"  never  was  prefent  at  much  intemperance  | 
"  but  no  man  is  fo  abftemious  as  to  refufe 
"the  morning  dram.  Not  long  after  the 
'*  dram  may  be  e'xpefted  the  brcakfaft,  a 
**  meal  in  whidh  the  Scots,  whether  of  the 
**  Lowlands  or  Mountains,  muft  be  confeffed 
*^  to  excel  us.  The  tea  and  coffee  are  ic- 
•*  companied  not  only  with  butter,  but  witl^ 

*'  honey. 
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honey,  conferves,  and  marmalades.  If 
an  epicure  could  remove  by  ^  wifli,  iq. 
queft  of  fenfual  gratifications,  wherever 
**  he  had  flapped,  he  would  breakfaft  iij 
"  Scotland. 

"  A  dinner  in  the  Weftern  Iflan4s  differs 
^'  very  Uttle  from  a  dinner  in  England,  ex- 
"  cept  that  in  the  place  of  tarts,  there  are 
"  always  fet  different  preparations  of  milk. 
**  Their  fuppers  are  like  their  dinners,  vq- 
^*  rious  and  pl^ntifi^L" 

When  tl^e  Do6tor  fays  that  ^  dinner  in  th^ 
Hebrides  differs  very  little  from  a  dinner  in 
Englan43t  h?  forgets  the  great  variety  of  wild 
fowl  and  fifh  at  the  tables  of  the  formex:, 
which  no  people  in  England,  except  thofe 
of  the  firft" fortunes,  can  command:  and 
even  few  of  thefe  c^n  propure  fuch  yafiety 
'  in  equal  perfeftioh, 

In  the  Hebrides,  and  upon  thecoaft  of  the 
main  land,  a  gentleman  can  entertain  tweftty 
pople  with  thirty  or  forty  different  articles, 
at  an  expence  nqt  exceediii[g  fifteen  or  twenty, 
ihillings  for  eating;,  ^hiph  in  I^pn^QH  woyld 
^oft  twenty  pounds.  The  gentlemen  iri  the 
Highlands  have  alfo  the  advantagq  iii^  their 
yf'uiQS  and  fpirits,  owing  hovy^ver,  in  a  great 
N  3  .  mea-. 
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mcafiirc,  to  a  melancholly  caufe.  Many  fhip 
are  wrecked  and  broke  in  pieces  upon  their 
coafts  every  year,  and  the  floatirtg  part  of  the 
cargoes  is  found  at  fea,  or  thrown  upon  the 
ftiore,  where  it  is  claimed  by  the  proprietor 
or  his  faftor. 

Dr.  Johnfon  in  fpeaking  of  a  Highland 
breakfaft,   makes  a  heavy  complaint  againft 
the  ufe  of  cheefe  at  that  meaL     **  In  thefo 
**  iflands  however,"  fays  he,  "they  do  what  . 
I  found  it  not  very  eafy  to  endur^.  They 
pollute  the  tea-table  by  plates  piled  with 
•*  large  dices  of  Chefhire  cheefe,  which  min's 
•«  gles  its  left  grateful  odours  with  the  frar 
**  grance  of  the  tea."    There  is  another  ar-» 
tide  that  is  ufed  univerfally  upon  the  fhores 
of  the  Highlands,   and  over  the  Hebride 
Iflands,  of  which  the  Do6h)r  takes  no  notice, 
viz.   broiled    fifh,    which  muft  have  been 
equally*ofFenfiv€  to  him;  and  for  which  omif^ 
Tion  we  cannot  account. 

Having  given  the  particulars  of  a  High- 
land dinner  and  fupper  in  the  principal  hmu 
lies,  I  fliall  complete  the  bill  of  fare  of  thq 
day,  by  fpecifying  the  thofe  of  the  break- 
faft, viz. 

A  dram 
\^ 
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.  A  dram  of  whifkcy,  gin,  rum,  or  brandy* 
plain,   or  infufed  with  berries  that  grow, 
among  the  heath* 

French  rolls;  oat  and  barley  bread* 

Tea  and  coffee;  honey  in  the  comb;  red 
and  black  currant  jellies ;  marmalade,  con- 
ienres,  and  excellent  cream. 

Fine  .flavoured  butter,  frefh  and  falted, 
Chefhire  and  Highland  chcefe,  the  laft  very 
indifferent. 

A  plateful  of  very  frefh  eggs. 

Frefh  and  ialted  herrings  broiled. 

Ditto  haddocks  and  whitings,  the  fkin  be- 
ing taken  off; 

Cold  round  of  venifon,  beef  and  mutton 
hams. 

BefidQS  thefe  articles,  which  are  commonly 
placed  on  the  table  at  once,  there  are  gene- 
rally cold  beef  and  moor-fowl  to  thofe  whp 
chufeto  call  for  them.  After  breakfa^  the  men 
amufe  themfelves  with  the  gun,  fifhing,  or 
failing,  till  the  evening,  when  they  dine, 
which  meal  fijnres  with  fbme  families  for 
fupper. 

A  packet  goes  from  this  place  to  Pool 
Ewe  on  the  oppofite  coafl  every  fortnight, 

N  4  and 
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and  when  Seafbrth  is  at  Stornoway,  once 
every  week.  I  embraced  this  opportunity  to 
return  to  the  continent.  The  veffel  was 
fmall,  and  as  I  was  afterwards  infonned,  in 
a  very  imprpper  ftate  for  going  to  fea,  and 
ought  to  have  been  broke  up  long  fmce.  She 
is  employed  at  certain  feafons,  in  tranfpbrt- 
ing  cattle  from  Lewis  to  the  Pool  Ewe, 
which  had  rotted  her  timbers  and  bottom. 
She  was  at  the  fame  time  in  want  of  ne- 
ceflary  tackling  for  a  voyage  of  from**, 
forty  to  fifty  miles,  in  a  fea  that  lies  open  to 
the  northern  ocean. 

The  crew  confifted  of  the  mafter,  whole 
name  was  Macleod,  three  men  and  a  boy. 
I  found  a  paffenger  on  board  whofe  name 
was  Morifon,  a  half-pay  enfign,  who  had 
been  prifoner  in  America  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  war;  but  whofe  ipirits  furmountcd 
his  misfortunes. 

We  failed  out  of  the  harbour  at  nine 
o'clock,  in  a  fin?  clear  morning,  yvith  a 
fmall  breeze,  and  a  fwell  in  the  fea  that  we 
could  not  account  for,  as  the  weather  had 
been  moderate  for  two  or  three  days. 

Among  the  veffels  in  the  bay  were  feveral 
herring  bulTes,  whom  we  hailed  to  know  what 
^  fuccels 
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fiiecefs  they  had  in  the  hight.  '  One  Had 
caught  many  barrels,  and  the  others,  very 
fewy  owing,  Macleod^faid,  to  their  being  lefe 
induftrious. 

After  we  had  got  half  way  over,  the  wind 
failed  us^  while  the  fwell,  which  how  came 
from  the  eaft  or  north,  feemed  to  increafe,' 
and  to  obftruct  our  paflage.  We  kept  ftill 
however  moving  on,  and  had  got  within  three 
or  four  n^iles  of^the  land,  when  it  became  a 
'dead  calm;  and  now  we  were  under  the  influ^ 
ence  of  the  tides,  which  carried  us  too  far  to 
the  fouthward,  inibmuch  that  without  a 
bri(k  gale  in  our  favour,  we  could  not  get 
into  Pool  Ewe  that  eveninjg.  The  coaft  imms-i- 
diately  before  us,  afforded  no  flattering  pro- 
fpeft ,  becaufe  there  were  no  creeks  or  openings 
wherein  to  carry  the  veflel,  and  the  country 
was  an  uninterrupted  moi^afs,  for  feveral 
miles. 

Iconfidered  the  inconveniences  of  paflinga 
a  night  among  the  rocks  or  hesth,  as  no  great 
hardfhip,  when  compared  to  the  accidents 
that  a  high  fwell  of  the  fea,  in  a  dead  calm, 
prognofticated.  It  was  evident  that  ftrong 
V/inds  were  at  no  great  diftance.    I  therefore 
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defired  to  be  rowed  afliore  in  the  long  boat, 
but  this  was  declared  to  be  impradlicable.^-^- 
We  could  neither  launch  the  boat,  row  oi^ 
{hore,  nor  land  with  any  profpeft  of  fafety 
to  the  boat,  or  tothofe  on  board* 

The  fun  was  going  down,  and  the  wind 
began  to  rife  flrongly  againft  us.  It  was 
now  requifiteto  refolve  upon  gaining  an  har- 
bour, either  upon  the  nuun  or  the  lile  of  Sky, 
We  made  for  Garelocht  a  fine  bay,  diftant 
fifteen  miles  from  Loch  £we>  and  partly  fhcU 
tered  from  north  wed:  winds,  by  a  fmall 
ifland  at  its  entrance,  called  Longa. 

Our  way  was  through  the  noith  entrahcci 
but  before  we  got  there,  darknefs  had  over- 
fpr^ad  the  horifon,and  winds  increafed  to  a 
to  a  ftorm,  which  obliged  us  to  make  frequent 
ihort  tacks  in  ftruggling  to  get  through  that 
narrow  ch^nel.  In  this  bufinefs,  Morifon 
who,  like  all  the  ifla^ders,  had  fome  know* 
ledge  of  fea  ^airs,  gave  corifiderable  affifl- 
uice.  He  h^d  amiifed  himfelf  and  us  tluro' 
the  day  with  mimicry  and  ibogs;  but 
when  he  faw  dangerj^  he  became  ferious, 
9nd  flew  to  th^  work  with  great  intrepi- 
^ty. 

The 
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The  winds  fecmed  to  fet  bur  labour* 
ftt  defiance  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  by 
great  toil  and  perfever^nce,  we  entered  the 
loch.  Here  we  meant  to  tack  for  the  near- 
pft  anchoring  place,  but  the  night  being  very 
^et  and  dark,  it  could  not  be  eafily  dif» 
covered. 

The  wind  blew  with  a  violence  (carcely 
equalled  in  the  open  feas,  which  brought  tt> 
my  remembrance  Mr.  Pennant's  well  con-r 
ceived  words,  when  fj^eaking  of  thefemoun-. 
tainous  fhores:  **  Here,**  fays  hc»  **  -^lus 
**  may  be  faid  to  make  his  rcfidence,  and  be 
f  <  ever  employed  in  fabricating  bla(V«,  iqualls 
^  and  hurricanes,  which  he  fcatters  with  ftp 
'*  fparing  hand  over  the  fubjacent  vales  and 
'*  lochs." 

Mr.  Pennant's  obfcrvations  were  mide  In 
the  month  of  July,  when  the  fterms  arc  nei- 
ther fq  violent  nor  fo  durable  as  thcequi- 
noxial  gal?s  which  I  had  now  before  me.--- 
My  fellow  paireng;er  hacj  through  iht  day 
been  comparing  our  veffel  to  a  log  of  wood, 
a  clumfy  dull  tub  that  would  fcarccly  move 
ia  the  water;  but  (he  now  revenged  tlie  af- 
front in  copious  diftributions  of  fpray  and 
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waves  over  his  body.  The  tacks  were  length- 
ened out  confiderably,  and  no  v^ffel  of  her 
conftrufUon  and  condition  could  perform 
better.  .  She  lay  upon  her  fide,  and  ploughed 
through  the  furious  billows  admirably ;  but 
though  flie  failed  many  miles  to  and  fro 
acrofs  the  loch,  we  could  not  make  the  an- 
choring ground,  and  the  wind  feemed  to  blow 
if  poffible  with  more  violence  than  ever. 

Our  cabbin,  if  it  deferved  that  name,  was 
furnifhed  with  a  farthing  candle,  which  af- 
forded a  glimmering  light,  and  here  Mori- 
fon  came  fometimes  to  reft  himfelf.  I  per- 
ceived him  beginning  to  lofc  his  fpirits,  ,and 
at  one  time,  he  feenied  to  be  very  abfeut 

•  fmd  full  of  thought.  His  manner  and  con- 
verfation  were  quite  altered.  Some  words  that 

^  Jic  overheard  from  Macleod  in  the  Galic  lan- 
guage, had  been  the  caufe  of  this  dejeftion. — 
He  fighed  and  muttered  about  the  infu^di- 
ency  of  the  v?ffel,  and  the  condition  of  her 
timbers.  The  words  which  Macleod  had  di- 
re£led  to  his  people  were^  as  I  was  afterwards 
told,  **  ftand  to  it  lads,  tl^ere  is  more  wind 
^^  coming.** 

The  violence  of  the  gales,  the  magnitude 

^n(t  fiery  appearcance  of  the  waves,  tlie  nu- 
merous 
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meroiis  tacks  from  fide  to  fide,  without 
any  profpeft  of  gaining  a  place  of  fhelter^ 
with  the  bad  condition  of  the  vefTel,  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  and  Morifon's  deje6lion, 
were  fufficient  evidences  of  our  real  fituation, 
and  left  little  or  no  hope  of  ever  feeing  ano- 
ther day. 

1  had  hitherto  animated  the  people  to  ufe 
every  poflible  means  for  our  deliverance,  and 
they  acquitted  themfelves  with  that  perfeve-* 
fance,  fobriety,  and  ability,  for  which  their 
countrymen  are  fb  defervedly  a]>plauded. — 
Their  fkill  and  their  toils  for  feveral  hours 
without  intermiflion  had  proved  fruitlefs.-- ^ 
We  were  bewildered  in  datkiiefs,  amidft  con- 
tending elements,  with  danger  on  every  fide, 
without  any  further  hope  of  efcaping  the  fate 
of  thoufands,  whom  unremitting  winds  con- 
fign  to  the  deep. 

When  all  efforts  prove  ineffeflual,  and 
when  death  appears  inevitable,  it  is  then  time 
toabftraft  the  mind  from  trivial  objefts;  to 
be  collefted,  unembarraflfed,  tranquil,  and 
fully  refigned  to  the  impending  ftroke. — ^ 
In  this  frame  of  mind,  I  awaited  the  furamons 
of  the  angry  wave,  or  the  dreadful  crtifh 
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upoli  the  beach ;  put  otf  my  Wet  cloaths  and 
bcx)ts,  and  lay  down  upon  fuch  a  bed  as  the 
cabbin  afforded. 

The  thoughts  that  had  been  uppermoftj 
during  this  ftruggle  for  fafety^  related  chiefly 
to  the  bufijiefs  that  brought  me  into  that  li-* 
tuation,  and  which  I  had  beertintprefled  with 
a  ftrong  defire  to  fee  advanced  in  a  Gertairt 
degree^  nor  could  I  detach  my  mind  entirely 
from  it,  when  no  hope  of  life  was  left*  It 
occurred  to  me,  that  if  immediate  death  wa$ 
unavoidable,  it  were  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence whether  it  happened  in  the  open  fea,  oi^ 
in  that  djfeadful  loch.  The  Teamen  were  of 
the  fame  opinion  ^  and  when  I  made  a  pro^ 
pofal  to  put  out  to  fea,  and  run  back  to  Stor-* 
noway,  for  which  the  wind  was  favottrable, 
they  readily  agreed  to  it,  and  obferved  that 
we  had  no  other  chance  left* 

We  tacked  about  immediately,  between 
eleven  ^nd  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  the  wind 
as  high  as  ever-,  for  a  haibour,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fifty  miles,  through  a  fwell  now  in-" 
creafed  to  the  magnitude  of  mountains.  We 
foon  cleared  the  loch,  and  I  repaired  again  ta 
my  lodging,  where  I  lay  in  fufpence  till 
overtaken  by  irrefiftible  fleep,  -  which  cut 
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Aort  diis  gloomy  night,  3nd  once  more 
bro\ight  round  the  light  of  day,  that  was  jaft 
breaking.  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  ftifl 
in  the  land  of  tht  living;  and  the  wind  ieem- 
ingly  abated.  From  the  filence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  number  of  hours  that  we  had 
been  at  fea,  1  conje6hired  titat  we  miift 
have  got  into  the  bay  of  Stomoway;  and 
afked  Morifon,  who  was  in  the  oppofite 
bed,  if  we  were  near  the  town  ?  **  Town 
fad  he,  ^  we  are  forty  miles  from  it."  *  *  Forty 
**  miles!  Have  we  not  been  filling  sXL 
night  i"  Yes  -anlwercd  he*  ^  we  have  'beei 
"  failing  with  a  witnefs,  but  we  are  no  fstr- 
•**  dier  than  the  back  of  the  ifland.  When 
we  got  out  of  the  loch,  we  found  the  fea 
fo  very  high,  that  we  fliould  have  foun- 
dered ni  the  attempt  to  crofs  the  chan- 
*'  nel.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  tack  aH 
'**  night,  as  near  the  ifland  as  we  could  with 
•*  fafety  from  the  breakers.  We  are  now  fix 
^*  miles  from  it.  The  wind  is  eafier,  and  we 
**  have  the  day  before  us  to  get  back  into 
^  fool  Ewe.'' 

This  was  glorious  ncwSy  which  I  fliallntrt 
foon  forget.  I  now  began  to  rally  Morifon 
ilpon  the  fudden  change  that  I  had  obferved, 

from 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


'€€ 
it 


(       20g      ) 

from  inceflant  mirth  to  deep  dejeflion.—JM 
He  faid,  that  was  owing  to  his  being  better 
acquainted  with  our  dangerous  fituation  than 
myfelf.  That  all  cireumftances  confidered, 
we  had  not  a  fhadow  of  reafon  to  expert  de*- 
iivcrance.  He  then  enumerated  all  the  cir- 
Gumftances  that  were  againft  us,  the  fubftancc 
of  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 

The  wind,  though  more  moderate,  did 
not  favour  our  entrance  into  Loch  Ewe,  and 
we  were  carried  or  driven  fome  miles  beyond 
it,  towards  Loch  Broom.  To  recover  the  loft 
ground,  we  were  obliged  again  to  hav* 
recourie  to  tacking,  and  again  it  became 
doubtful  whether  we  could  get  in  on  thatxlay. 
By  pcrfeverance,  however,  and  great  attention 
to  the  fails,  we  entered  with  a  flood  tiide,  and 
were  carried  happily  to  the  head  of  this  fine 
fheet  of  water. 

Here  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Alexander  Ma€<- 
kenzie,  from  whom  I  received  much  ufefol 
information  refpefling  that  country,  its  wa- 
ters and  fifheries,  a  part  of  which,  with  my 
own  obfervations,  will  be  given  hereafter.-i«- 
Having  hitherto  proceeded  geographically,  I 
muft  return  to  that  part  of  the  main  coaft 
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from  whence  I  fet  out  for  the  xQands,  and 
0^1  con&quently  infert  Loch  £we  in  its  pro* 
per  place. 

.  Before  I  failed  for  Sky,  I  had  {HXKreededoa 
the  continent  as  far  as  Applecrofs.  The  n^xt 
Opening  upon  the  north,  is  Loch  Torridon, 
which  I  now  propofed  to  vifit,  by.  the  way  of 
an  inland  lake  aalled  Loch  Maree.  This 
lake  lies  due  eafl:  from  Loch  Ewe^  into  which 
its  waters  fall  through  a  narrow  rapide  or 
channel  called  Pool  Ewe,  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  yards  wide,  and  nearly  a  mile  in 
length.  • 

Here  I  took  (t  boat  for  a  fmall  village  at 
the  head  of  t|ie  lake,^  called  Kinloch-Ewe^ 
accompanied  l^  Mr.  Mbrilcm  Who  hap- 
pened to  be  going  the  fame  way.  This  lake  is 
eighteen  miles  in  lengthy  and  it  widens  at  the 
center  to  four  miles,  where  it  is  ornamented 
with  federal  woody  iflands.  The  hills  on 
both  (ides  are  partly  cloathed  vidth  birchi^afh^ 
pines,  oak,  &c.  but  the  trees  are  not  allowed 
to  ccxne  to  any  confiderable  fi2e,  and  many^ 
thou£mds  of  the  largeft  have  lately  been  cut 
down.  They  rife  to  the  very  tops  of  the 
mountains,  gradually  falling  off  in  dimen* 
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fiotts,  number  and  vigour,  as  Acy  advance . 
towards  the  iummits,  on  which  wie  only  per-- 
ceived  feme  lonely  pines  that  weather  Ac 
elulHng  winds  of  tfccir  elevated  fituation. 

Many  of  the  trees,  particularly  Ae pines, 
appeared  to  rife  out  of  folid  rocks,  and  every 
ftone  of  any  magnitude  was  bnrthenedf 
with  at  leaft  one  tree,  and  feveral  young 
wies  rifing  from  its  roots.  The  trees  upon^ 
the  face  of  thefe  rocks  grow  in  all  manner 
of  forms  and  directions.  One  ftands  ma« 
jeftically  upright  i  another  appears  with  its 
head  inverted  like  the  horns  of  fome  cattle ; 
a  third  grows  in  the  form  of  a  tobacco  pipe ; 
feme  incline  weft,  others  taft;  and  thtf 
wbc^e  make  a  whimfical  appearance. 

Ther^  is  fome  good  land  on  the  £>utk  iidd 
of  the  lake,  and  ibveral  Ipots  of  ^fertile 
ground  on  the^iorth  fide,  firtely  Adtewdby 
mountains  of  ftupendous  height ;  but  here,  as 
in  moft^f  the  lochs,  tiie  largeft  track  of  arablq 
ground  lies  at  the  upper  end,  where  there 
are  many  fmall  tenants,  «ne  of  whom  afted 
us  to  take  fudi  lodging  for  the  night  as 
his  poor  cottage  could  afford,  which  ^Jvc 
declined,  as  the  place-  is  accommodattH! 
wiitha  fmall  inn  l^lyjl>uilt. 
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Nsxt  ttoiiliikg  we  ibt  out  for  Loch  IToni- 
4ofiytxnier  heavy  ittn^anda  ftrongmnd  which 
blew  direftly  in  our  faces^  and  upon  a  track 
ctampoftd  moMy  df  fwamps  and  gollies^  for 
which  our  horfes  did  not  appear  lobe  well 
adapted*  Thcf  waf«  abo«it  double  the  fize  <xF 
lincdftihire  (heep,  and  the  firft  trial  of  their 
abilities  and  mettle,  happened  immediately  on 
oar  leating  the  inn,  where  two  conliderable 
rivers  vrtn  t&  be  eroiSt^^  halving  ftrong  cuiv 
Mits  nAStng  over  a  bottom  of  l&ofi  ftones. 
By  the  affiftaUce  of  the  guide;»  who  led  my 
ijaufetes  Btde  fl^eed,  I  got  lafely  over,  and 
Mr.  Moiiibn  foitoWed, 

Socm^dfter;  we^fetindourielves  in  a£>vam^ 
which  iot.  ^  ^^ine  bdffiied  all  our  efforts, 
ettiK^  en  herftbackcO^crfi  foot.  Every  mpfb- 
ment^  as  we  advanted,  recjuired^he  utmoft 
exertion  of  the  poor  animals  to  raife  them-* 
ielves  outof  the  mofe  and  to  gain  anodier  ftep. 

In  this  manner  we  ^nt  a  great  part  of 
the  day,  ftruggling  through  an  uninhabited 
morafi,  without  the  appearance^  in  many 
places,  of  a  path,  thoi^  from  the  decli- 
vity of  the-giiound,  and  the  vicinity  of  hills 
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inrhott  (loping  fides  were  covered  with  ftriti^ 
an  excdlent  road  ought' ^n  be  fonAied  by  * 
compwiy  of  ibldi^rs.   .      . 

When  wfe  entered .u|)on|he  eftat^  of  K^!»- 
neth  Mackenzie,  Elq.  pf  Torridofii  wjS  w^ 
;guided  through  the  remainder,  of  the  jour- 
ney^ by  the  lines  of  ^  intended  road  luv 
dertaken  folely  by  that  gentlem^  and  his 
.  tenants.  We  were .  now.  within  four  ri^kf 
of  hishoufe;  theappearmiceof  theccHuitry 
.began  to  mend;  and,  a$a,proof  ^tbsho^pir 
tality  of  tiie  people^  one  of  the  woqi^n  ha£- 
^teoed  to  the  road,  before  we  hadre^^^h^dher 
houfe,  with  a  large,  )yoodei>  bo\^l  fiUed 
.  with  m'dk.  The  wii)d  and  rain  w|re  &>  yio- 
,lent,  that  I  could  fcar^ely  Ipol^pHMWi  leis 
flay  to  partake  of  ^e  good  woman's  bpunr 
ty;  but  my  fellow  ti^vdler  feU  beland)  and 
.took  a  good  pull  of  it^:     •       i 

A  ^j)leafant,  fenile,  and  populous  track  of 
country  now  appeared  at  the  head  of  the 
loch,  watered  by  two  rivers  whi<^^  furnifh  a 
quantity  (^  ialmon  every  feaibn ;  andher^I 
had  the  pleafure  of  finding  m^  friend  I^. 
JNfackenzie>  who  had  waited  ten  days  extjja- 
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fffdinary,  and  >yasr  to  hdye  fet  out  for  ItOiw 
don  next  morning. 

I^is  capadous  )och  isr  coinp(x(^  of  thuM 
reaches,  viz.  the  maih  entrance  which  Is 
open  and  expofcrf  Mt6  ncath  and  north  weft 
winds.  At  the  upper  tnd  of  this'  bay,  the 
land  on\het3ippQfit(^  Mts  apprbaches  fo  nearlf 
as  to  lekvt  only  a  paiiage  ofhalfa  milein  width* 
This  opens  to  a  final!  bay,  called  Loqh  ShieU 
dag^  ^ich  has  fbme  andioring  places  fbr 
the  largeft  fhips,  though  they  do  not  appear 
to  be  ibcure  wjth  every  >vind,  and  the  fhores 
are  raoftly  uninhabited,  l%e  head  of  this 
reach  is  formed  by  a  fecond  narrow  channel, 
which  opens  into  the  main  loch,  and  the  feat 
of  the  fiiherfcs,  particularty  herrings,  whidi, 
on  account  of  its  great  depth,  or  other  caufes» 
remsttn  here  uncommonly  fong.  They  aie  ge- 
nerally taken  at  the  head  of  the  loch,- and 
here  I  found  feveral  buflcs  fafely  moored* 

The  number  of  peopl?  around  the  iiiner- 
moft  reach,  to  which  I  now  confine  myfelf, 
is  fou^d  to  be  4^0;  which  number,  as  there 
are  many  thoufand  a^res  of  unimproved 
^loping,  land,  with  pe^anent  fiflieries, 
|Qi|[ht  hfi  increaicd  very  confi4crabIy.    ^vqm 
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this  place  a  foad  can  be  xnado  ^  j^^athat. 
from  Loch  Maree  to  Invemefs* 
.  Here  ^re- Several  anchoring  places  *  and 
two  good  harhour?,  called  Great- 5ind  Little 
Ardmure,  with  watef  £(5ynf^fciur  to  fourteca 
fathoms,  and  good  anchorage.     They  are 
filuated  contiguous  to  each  other ,  on  the 
fouth  lide  of  the  loch,  near  freflviyatert  and 
at  the  bottom,  of  a  flpping  country,  which^ 
though  covered  at  prefent  with  heath,  codkl 
be  cleared  and  drained  with  great  facility. 
Here  Mr.  Mackenz;ie  has  ere£led  a  large 
and  commodious  curing-houfe,  ^ter  the  mo- 
del of  thofe  on  the  coaft  of  Labradore  and 
other  northern  parts  pf  Ameiica.    It  vi  the 
firft  of  the  kind  that  h^s  been  ere^ed  in 
Scotland.  The  princijpial  deiign;  of  this  build-* 
ing  is  to  dry  cod  and  ling^  in  any  wea^r^^ 
lender  cover  ;  an  improven>ent  of  the  grea^ 
importance  in  that  watry  climate^  ^nd  whiq^ 
xnerits,  at  lfaft>  the  thanks  of  the  public.    \. 
The  buildings  have  |ikewi£b  all  manner  of 
conveniencies  fo^  curing  ho:ringS|  a  l^ran^ b 

;  .i:^that 

*  *^  Loch  Terridafi  is  a  long  airi^^  the  fba»  of  cz^fuktkh 
well  flieltered»  and  almoft  all  of  it  good  holdine)ground  ;, 
ftveral  hundred  of  jthe  largeft  ftiips  may  ride  in  ff  in  (skiy 
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that  tasiY  \»  carried  on  to  any  extent ;  for 
wHch  employ^  nature  has  formed  a  creek 
where  fome  hundred  boats  may  lie  in  p^eft 
fefety^  under,  any  winds^  from  whatever 
quarter  they  blowl 

At  the  head  of  the  toch,  upon  the  north 
fide  of  it^  nature  has  pointed  out  a  creek, 
winch,  with  fome  expenc^  might  prore  a 
fecure  luffbour  for  boats  and,  fmall  vei^els, 
in  the  very  feat  of  the  fifheries. 

The  lands  adjoining  are  good,  and  moftly 
lurable;  the  rhrer  is  near,  and  a  public  inn 
has  been  lately  buUt  for  the  conveniency  of 
the  fibbers,  and  of  the  people  who  eome 
from  theinlaiid  country  topurchafe  her- 
ri»gs* 

Loch  Torridon  abotteds,  efpeoially  in  the 
Jierrilig  Ctixhns  withfoaall  cofd;  but  the  prin- 
tipal  cod  fiftfery  h  fiear  its  entrance,  off  the 
ifland  of  Rona;  and  in  Garelooh ;  at  which 
plaee9  the  Torridon  boats  generally  make 
their  captures,  afid  at  feafoas  whea  the  fifH 
are  ift  theip  prim6. 

Th>s  vicinity  to  the  beft  fiftiing  gf  ounds, 
with  the  excellent  method  of  curing  in  the 
winter  and  Ipring,'  will  give  the  proprietor  a 
decided  advantage  at  the  markets  of  Spain 

O4  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    ii6    \ 

and  the  Lcvajit,   where  dried  fifli  arc  pro^ 
fcrred  to  all  other  kinds. 

Having  examined  whatever  was  worthy 
of  notice  in  this  loch;  I. was  fumifhcd  by. 
Mr.  Mackenzie  with  a  boat  and  men  to 
Gareloch,  and  accoinpanied  by  Mr,  Moii- 
fon. 

We  coafted  along  an  uninhabited  fhore, 
which  rifes  gradually  from  the  water,  to  no 
confiderable  height,  and  feems  well  adapted 
for  the  hand  of  the  improver.  The  fame 
appearances  continued  to  Gareloch,  and  along 
.  the  fouth  fide  of  that  water.  Upon  my  ex- 
preffingfbmefurprife  that  fo  much  imj^ove* 
able  land  fhquld  be  thus  neglected  and  lofti 
I  was  informed,  that  the  mofs  wasoJF  ane:^;- 
traordinary  depth,  which  no  labour  coxdd  re- 
move, J  muft  however  be  of  opinion^ 
that  if  the  whole  was  divided  into  lots,  and 

,  ^ven  gratis  for  a  number  of  years,  to  fmall 
farmer^^  thefe  men  would  realife  much  anii- 
ble,  or  at  leaft  potatoe  ground. 

The  north  fide  of  the  loch  has  a  better 

^j^ppearancei  it  is  lined  with  cottages  from 

,the  entrance  to  its  head,  where  Sir-Heftor 

•  J.J 

Mackenzie)  the  proprietor}  has  a  ieat  called 
riower^Ulc. 
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This  place,  though  within  four  miles  of 
^e  openufea,  is  furroundcd  with  many  ftatelif 
trees,  fome  of  which  extend  to  the  fummit 
df  a  hill  that  rifes  imihediately  above  the 
houfe,  and  are  in  full  vigour. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  lipon  this 
loch  is  nearly  looo,  who  are  accommodated 
with  a'  chapel  in  which  fervice  is  performed 

^ternately  with  Xoch  Ewe,  where  the  mi- 
nifter  refides.  Here  are  alio  a  public  lioufe 
and  larjge  curing  houfes  j  but  that  bufinefs 
has  not  been  properly  imderftood  hitherto, 
by  any  of  the  parties  concerned. 

There  is  fomethirig  peculiar  in  this  loch, 
which  draws  thither,  or  ferves  to  br^d  cod 
.filhin  greater  numbers  than  are  found  in 
other  openings  upon  "ihe  coaft.  Of  this  boim- 
ty,  the  proprietor  fully  avails  himfelf .  All  the 
fifli  taken  by  his  tenants  are  delivered  to  a- 
contraftor,  who,  befides  paying  a  ftipulated 
price  to  the  tenants,  engages  to  pay  Sir 
He6lor  one  half-penny,  or  thereabotits,  for 
each  fifh  of  a  certain  (ize.  'the  fifh  arc  deli- 
yercd  once,  or  at  moft  twice  every  week ; 

yfhfsnk 
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when  thofe  that  have  been  taken  fiift,  and 
bin  the  longeft  without  fait,  may  be  fup*^ 
poied  to  be  nearly  in  9  ftat^  of  putrefa^ticugu 
The  confequence  of  this  bad  managemeiM; 
has  been  feverely  felt  by  thepre&nt contract 
tor^  who  (howed  me  feveral  piles  of  fi(h 
that  had  been  ihipped.  for  the  taarket^  and 
retiimed  as  unial^ble«  When  he  opened 
the  door  where  they  lay,  the  finell  was  in-^ 
tolerable.  It  is  however  probable,  that  the 
Torridon  method  of  curing  wHl  ibon  be 
adopted  at  Gareloch. 

The  number  of  fifli  t^en  by  the  tenants 
in  February  and  March  1786,  exclufive  of 
thofe  taken  by  ftrangers^  was  of  cod  i8>ooo» 
and  of  ling  500.  There  are  forty-one  boatsr^ 
belonging  to  the  loch,  with  four,  five,  or  G^ 
,  men  to  each :  they  (hoot  their  lines  in  the 
evening  and  take  them  up  in  the  morning* 
The  loch  has  a  clean  bottom,  with  from  twenty 
to  forty  fathom  water,  and  long  lines  are  pre-» 
ferred  to  fliort  lines  ]^  but  this  bufinefs  ought 
to bfc regulated  indifferent  leas,  by  experienccn 
and  the  nature  of  the  bottom  j  for,  in  other 
part|^  fhort  lines  have  the  ^estteft  fuccefs. 

The « 
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sir  Heaor  Mackenzie's  eft^te  extends  froni 
Gareloch  to  the  weft  fide  of  this  loch,  and  he; 
poffbffes  two  fiarttis  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  a' 
pleafant  fertile  ifiand,  above  a'niile. in  lengtli, 
called  Elen  Yew.  «  ' 

The  coaft  on  the  we|l  fide'  is  moftly  in  a 
ftate  of  nature;  and  the  answer  returned  to 
fome  of  my  queried  on  that  fubjea,  implied 
a  difficulty-  of  bringing  it  to  a  better  con^ 
ditionj  but   with  Highlandmen  every  ob-^ 
jea    appears  impra6ticable,  on  which  they- 
have  feen  no  experiment.    The  eaft  fide  is 
'  moftly  good  arable  or  pafture  land  frona- 
the  fea  to  its  head,  and  as  far  beyond  it  ^s 
Loch  Maree.  .  . 

There  are  three  good  harbours  on  this 
i!de  J    Firft,   between  the  main'  land   and; 
Elen  Yew,   which  has  a  clear  opening  to 
the  fea  on  one  hand,   ind  to   the  herriiig 
fiihery  at  the  head  of  the  loch,  on  the  ot^r.. 

Sccon41y» 

ground  in  the  principal  aaeteriog  jjj^g,  a«*.«»P*^*  **  * 
fleet, pf  the,  largell'ihjp?. .  There  ar^  ^^  tOt^^^t ^^ ** 


ffsnd  cither  in  it,  oj-  near  it.     Shij 
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-^.  Secondly^  afmall  bay  called  Tunag,  aboiif 
iwo  thirds,  from  the  entrance  of  the  loch^ 
.which  is  quite  land-locked;  but  it  lies  out  of  the 
.way  of  the  fiftieries,  and  wjth  fome  wii^dsj 
there.is.difiiculty  in  getting  to,  or  from  it. 
.  Thirdly,  the  bay  of  Pluckart,  at  the  head  of 
the  loch,  where  I  found  fome  buffes  at  andior .* 
pf.thefe  harboursi  the  firfl  and  the  lad  men- 
tioned are  moftufually  freqyented,  and  each 
has  peculiar  merits.  The  firft  is  convenient  for 
its  general  navigation,  and  ^r  the  cofffifliery, 
which  ftfetches  along  tlie  coaft  between  the 
Jfleof  Sky  and'  Cape  Wrath.  The  feopnd 
Jies  immediately  in  the  feat  of  the  herring 
.fifliery,  of.  which  it  forms  a  part.  It  is  alfo 
the  xttoft  contiguous  to  the  falmon  fifhery, 
,the  church.  Loch  Maree,  and  the  inland 
country.  This  place  is  the  property  of  Mr* 
Alexander  Mackenzie  a|)Ove  mentioned. 

l^he 

•  '*  Loch  Yew,  in  6erloch,  is  a  lai?gft  well  fhdtered  bajr, 
.af  eafy  acceft,  a  nloderate  depth  of  water,  good  ground 
for  the  mofft  pait,  and  where  fleets  of  the  largeft  Ihips  may 
Vide  in  lafety  at  all  times. 

«'  The  beft  placeiT  to  ride  in  are,  <m  the  eaft  fide  of  naln 
'Yew ;  and  in  the  bay  of  Tunag^  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay  ;. 
off  In?era^adale,  and  off  Plackart,  near  the  head  of  the 

ioch.'^  MackemHt. 
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Yhe  head  of  the  loch  is  alfb  thefbtdoft  of 

the  Stomoway  packet;^  and  lies  within  fifty 

miles  of  Dingwall.    As  Loch  Marce  m^cs 

a  part  of  this  diftance,  the  road  to  be  made 

.wUl  not  exceed  thirty  or  thirty-five  txSLts, 

which  is  the  Ihorteft  diftance  betweai  the 

two  feas,  in  that  part  of  the  kmgdom. 

The  banks  of  Loch  Ewe  abound  in  lime- 

,  ftone,  free-ftone,  and  iron-ftone.    Here>  at 

the  head  of  the  loch,  are  die  remans  of 

an  ancient  furnace,,  where,  as  appears  by  a 

.  date,  cannon  was  made  in  i668, 

Mr^  Alexander  Mackenzie's  grandfather 
leJit  10,000  marks  to  the  perfon  or  perfons. 
who  carried  on  thefe  works  5  for  which  he 
got  in  return,  the  back  of  stti  old  gr2^te  aijd 
fome  hammers*  On  the  baqk  of  the  grate 
is  marked,  S.  G.  Hay,  being  Sir  Georgie 
Hay,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  company 
here,  during  the  troubles  that  fucceeded  the 
death  of  James  V/ 

The  population  of  the  pariih  of  Gareloch, 
which  alfo  includes  Loch  Yew  and  Loch  Ma^ 
ree,  amounts  to  5000  people.  . 

From  this  place  I  walkal  to  the  houfc  of 
Jolin  Mackenzie,  Efq.  of  Gruinord,  the  pro- 
rietor   of   the  peninfula   at   the   caft  en- 
trance 
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tranee  of  Ldch  Ewe.  The  breadth  c^ 
idiis  peninfulatD'the  main  openkig  into  Loch 
firoom>  wliere  Mr.  Mackensie  reHdes,  is 
four  miles,  and  the  country  Very  improve- 
able  * 

Mr.  Mackenzie  and  hid  three  hmthers  had 
been  in  the  army  during  the  laft  war.  One 
of  tiiem  fell  in  Aiiieiica,  and  another  in  the 
£a{l%idies ;  from  which  country,  a  third  had 
returned  in  bad  health,  and  procured  * 
number  of  recruits  in  the  Highlands,  with 
whom  he  was  to  faSl  with  the  firfl  feip' 
from  London.  When  I  arrived  at  this  place, 
he  was  on  the  wing  to  d^rt  in  a  boat 
to  Ae  head  of  Loch  Broom,  and  from  thencd 
by  land  to  Invernefsj  but  the-  rdughnefs 
of  the  weather  had  obBged  him  to  WJUt 
tiieilltieof  another  day.  - 

The  whole  fariiily^ere  in  diftrefe,  parti-' 
tularly  his  mother,  who  hstvmg  recently 
loft  two  fons,  was  anxioufly  defirous  that 
the  other  two  fliould  remain  at  home.  She 
intreated,  with  tears,  that  I  would  advife 
tiny  emaciated  young  gentleman  to  fell  of 

exchange 

*  -^  1  beHcvc  the  proprietor  wiihes  to  fett  this  eftatc,  or  any 
part  of  it,  toithe  BtliOh.  SocUt^t.  It  indttdtc»  as  bofiirt  oIh 
fttrci^  the  fine  bay  at  the  mouth  of  Loch  Ewe.  The  prt- 
jfcnt  rent  of  the  nvhole  eftate  is  about  aooL  per  annu(n. 
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OnthisKea.A  proved  ineffe^  ^  ^//>/^ 
deterniirxed^  if*  the  weathet  ^"^  Nitted  on  the 
cnfuiag  aay^  ^  bid  them  ^ftftW  adieu  foi  a 
longfeaXon,    if  not  for  ever. 

The     next  day  blevir   hard,  bur    ^^^^  ^ 
ke  prep;^ed    for  his    departure,  ^^  ^  P"*" 
pofed    %o     accompany    him  as  fai^  ^'  ^*^^ 
Loch  Broom.     We   £et  out  for  tk^^  P^  ^ 
embarkation,    en    ca'tyakade,     ,TJ^^  ^P**^ 
and  His     mother  made  flow  prog«r«^«i  «^«7 

when      tKey    came    towards    the  \i^^^^  *^. 
»  y  *«!em.ed  fo  eameftly  engaged- witt^ii^^er  fon* 
2?  ^*^^  I>eople  in  the  boat  turned  t'^^^irfim. 
K*         ^'^  ^^*  ^*^  ^^  remained  ^%=^ovehallt 

Th    ^^'^^    ^^^  ^*  ^^^^  '^'^  ^^^^«  ^^^^  ^®" 

t   ^l:*^^^  ^^"^  ^^  to  have  been  of    ^urpar- 

^  o  I-ocH   firoom,  but  the  wind  K^^nHnu-^ 

^^  l>lowf«fli,  his  mother  pofiti^elydt- 
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Jiere  we  landed  upon  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
took  fome  refrefhments,  and  parted.  Mrl 
Morifon  having  been  difappointed  *  in  not 
finding  the  packet  at  Loch  Ewe  gave  me . 
his  company  for  fome  days  till  the  packet 
Ihould  return  from  Stomoway. 

I  was  now  bound  for  the  head  of  the  loch 
hy  water,  and  an  unexpefted  friend  procured 
me  a  boat  with  much  difficulty.  Mr.  Pen- 
nant fays,  that  this  water  is  feven  miles  in 
length,  while  Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie  gives 
*it  an  extent  of  little  more  than  two  miles  ;*  but 
the  former,  who  is  generally  accurate^*  met 
with  a  violent  ftorm  here,  which  might  havs 
led  him  into  a  miftake  in  his  calculation. 

It  is  however  certainly  more  thaA  two 
miles  in  lengthy  for,  after  failing  above  an 
Ihour,  we  were  obliged  through  darknefs  to 
take  our  quarters  at  a  farmer's  hpufc,  diftant  at 
leaft  one  mile  from  its  head,  where  we  received 
a  hearty  welcbihe,  and  the  bell  entertainment 
that  the  houfe  could  afford.  But  when  I  faw 
ihy  bed,  I  did  not  (as  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  on 
P  feeing 

.  •  *'  Loch  Beg,  or  Little  Loch  Briem*  is  an  arm  of  the  fea 
above  ti^o  miles  long,  well  fheltered,  and  good  ground,  ca- 
pable of  a  fleet  of  the  largeft  (hips.  The  beft  part  of  this 
loch  to  anchor  in«  is  within  a  mile  of  the  head." 

Muckenxii, 
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feeing  His  bed  at  Bernera)  exprefs  much  Iktk* 
faction. 

Next  morning  the  honefl:  farmer  went 
'  with  us  in  his  boat  to  the  end  of  the  loch.— 
The  Ihores  of  this  water,  on  both  fides,  are 
populous,  partly  arable,  and  fringed  in  fome 
places  with  birch  wood)  but,  as  ufual,  the 
beft  land,  and  the  higheft  improvements  are 
at  the  head  of  the  loch.  Here  I  waited  upon 
Kenneth  Mackenzie,  £fq«  of  Dundonald,  the 
proprietor  of  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  ftiorest 
who,  by  means  of  planting  and  other  im- 
provements, has  doubled  the  value  of  his 
cftate.  Vegetation  of  every  kind  feems  to 
thrive  here  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree, 
and  the  valley  is  watered  by  a  confider- 
able  river,  fumifhed  with  falmon.  It  is  fur«> 
roundedby  lofty  mountains,  which  are  divid- 
ed by  deep  glens  crouded  with  timber,  which 
rifes  to  a  coniiderable  height  on  the  face  of 
the  hills. 

Mr.  Pennant  defcribes  Dundonald  in  rap- 
tures, and  has  given  a  view  of  it.  He  was 
equally  captjivated  with  the  family,  and  he 
correfponded  with  the  good  old  lady,  after 
his  return  to  England^ 

I  have 
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1  hive  generally  obferved  that  thofe  fami- 
lies in  the  Highlands,  Who  remain  upon  their 
eftates  during  the  whole  year,  or  the  greateft 
part  of  it,  enjoy  a  thoufand  comforts,  which 
are  unknown  to  the  votaries  after  falfe  plea- 
fures  elfewhere.  They  are  alfo  freed  from 
the  cares  and  embarraffincnts  that  are  the 
infeparable  companions  of  the  roving  gentle- 
men, whofe  dependence  is  folely  upon  the 
rental  of  moderate  Highland  eftate,  encum- 
bered with  jointures  and  numerous  families* 

A([r.  Mackenzie  never  wanders  abroad,  and 
his  home  is  a  fource  of  pleafure,  the  feat  of 
eafe,  affluence,  and  health*  He  has  lived  to 
fee  the  trees  of  his  own  planting  become  con- 
fiderable.  He  is  under  tHe  influence  of  no 
faftor,  and  he  oppreflTes  no  tenant  j  yet  his 
rent-roll  increafes  with  his  years,  and  his 
timber,  if  permitted  to  ftand  another  age, 
will  be  worth  many  thoufand  pounds* 

Befides  falmon,  white  fifh,  and  fhell-fifh, 
which  abound  more  or  lefs  in  all  the  waters 
of  this  coaft.  Little  Loch  Broom  is  frequently 
vifited  by  the  ftioals  of  herrings.  In  the 
winter  of  1786  many  vefTels  might  have  been 
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loaded  here  and  at  GJreat  Loch  Broom  j  * 
butj  fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  the  herring 
fiiheries,  that  the  bufles  had  gone  to  tlie  coaft 
of  Ireland,  where  they  met  with  little  fuccefs. 

My  next  ftage  was  to  the  head  of  Great 
Loch  Broom,  in  which  I  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  junior.  The  afccnt  from 
the  houfe  of  Dundonald  cannot  be  lefs  than 
two  miles  in  a  gradual  rife. 

This  ridge  of  mountains  fills  up  the  fpace 
between  the  two  lochSj  and  is  compofed  of 

ftone 

*  They  were  difcovered  accidentally  In  Great  Loch  Broom 
about  the  end  of  November^  from  whence  they  moved  to  the 
Little  Loch,  where  they  remained  through  the  greateft  parr 
of  the  fpring  ;  but  the  natives  had  neither  caiks,  nor  fait  for 
curing  them,  and  thus  many  thoufand  pounds  were  loft  to  . 
the  public,  and  in  a  fs^ifon  when  that  filh  Was  fo  fcarce  that 
pickled  herrings,  forthe  Weft  India  markets  brotight  iL  15s. ' 
per  barrel  at  Cork,  which  was  los.  more^upon  an  average 
than  had  beq^n  paid  in  former  years.  In  the  manufadurlng 
towns  of  Scotland  itiany  of  the  poor  labouring  people,  whofc 
earnings  do  not  exceed  feven  or  eight  fhillings  per  week,  and 
whofe  daily  food  confifts  ^f  potatoes  and  herrings^  wer^ 
unable  to  procure  fubfiftence  for  their  families  at  the  price 
v;Iilch  was  rjkcd  for  herring. 

All  rhefe  inconveniencies  to  the  home  manufaflurers,  and 
m  the  Weft  India  trade,  would  be  entirely  removed  by  means  ■ 
of  finall  villages  around  the  north  fhores  of  Scotland,  where 
tlie  iiaiivv's  could  be  (applied  with  the  msaos  of  fifhing  and 
taring. 
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ftone  refcmbling  flags,  which  may  be  found, 
ufeful  to  the  Britifh  Society, 

Having  arrived  at  the  edg?  of  the  moun-. 
tains  on  the  north  fide,  where  the  road  is  car- 
ried almoft  perpendicularly  from  the  fummits, 
the  view  of  Loch  Broom,  and  a  track  of 
champaign  country  at  the  head  of  it,  with 
two  winding  ftreams  falling  into  the  loch 
from  oppofite  direftions,  afford  one  of  the 
finefl  landfcapes  in  nature. 

The  foil  is  rich,  the  country  is  populous, 
and  the  declivities  of  the  furrounding  moun- 
tains are  pleafant.  At  this  place  is  a  church, 
a  manfe,  and  a  fchool.    Here  the  tiiiflees  at 
J^dinbufgh  purchafed  twelve  acres  of  good 
land,  on  which  they  erefted  a  large  houfe 
for  carrying  on  fpinning  and  weaving ;  but 
this  defign  provpd  abortive,  through,  it  is 
alledged,  the  mifcondu6l  of  thofe  who  were 
entrufled  with  the  management  of  it.     The 
houfeis  nowfaUing  intoruins,  and  the  ground 
is  let  to  a  tenant.     It  flands  immediately 
at  the  head  of  the  Iqch,  upon  the  north-eafl 
fjdeof  it,  near  an  almqfl  natural  bay,  which, 
by  means  of  a  fmall  pier,  could  be  made  a 
fbcure  harbour  for  bufTcs  and  boats.     This 
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Though  the  parUh  of  Ailynt  is  not  pofoi- 
lous,  yet  the  nuxxiber  of  inhabitants  aaiount 

to  2,500. 

About  five  xniles  frcanLoch  Ii^ver,  there 
is  a  freOi  w^ter  lake,  called  Loch  Affynt, 
feven  miles  in.  length,  and  one  in  br«adth, 
whofe  baiiliLs  are  well  peopled.  From  this 
lake  the  rWer  Inver  fa^s  into  the  loch  of 
that  nam^.  ^n^  fi»miihes  fon^e  lafts  of  ial- 
mon  annvially.  Another  river  falls  into  the 
'' xv,"^^""^  ^e  curing  houfe  is  buiu: 

T     *^*^^a  on  the  north  fide  of  the  loch. 
as  far  as  tVk  **.^-^rA/5-         ... 
people  wHo  ^'"1       ^I""'-''  inhabited  by 
ine  ana    '  alternately  employed  in  fifti, 

name       t^k  ^  agriculture,  if  it  deferyes  that 
betweetx  t^^  ^^^^  confift  of  patches  p^Mr, 
the  fpacie     ^  ''^    '  "^^^^^  *^^y  c^tivajfe-v^. 
in  gooa  L  "^^""^^  Foduce  fupplies  thera 

the  enfviilf  ^^'   "^'^^  potatoes  and  itm\  tilV 

Here  ^^S^r^tin^e. 

Jheaf  o£  g-^.     ^S  *^  loft  that  wiU  cvenrajfe^ 

exceed  t^   ^?>^d  many  of  their  fif  14s  doaot 

After-   ^  *^«»enfions  of  a  cpmmon  e^Btpet. 

Mr.  R.ofs^^^  ^'^^'  they  look  for  fup^rt  to, 

...  ^  »    Vrho  i$  the  only  pcrfon  i^^  tl^t 

€OTfttry 


Digitized  by  Lj  OOQ IC 


^48       > 
ii^rs.  Rofs  lias  conti — 

efs  patients  upon 

tb.  do6tor  and  nurft^^ 
with  fuch  iuitabie  v^ 
^  affords. 

lappv  people,    vvhole 
terile  and  neglected 
ghlands,     are  thus  IL 
It  of  common  necefT^ 
fame  rank,  whorefidc** 
Ireland,    are  plen 
Uy  encourac^ed,  both 
ividuals.   Some  off/re 
'  IS  principally  owing-  - 
le  Irifli  fifheries,  are  ii^^ 
fons  from  c^j^j^i  wjax\s 
to   come     ^         f    \   ' 
now  erea::  ^^^ W^^ 
t  kingdom^    ^^goa^^X, 
letters  had 

helfle   of     ^i^eendiiT^a 
Mr.  Rofs^       Vt^^    ^-jjo  fj 

^f  which  / 
to  enter  S-^ 

<ors-ihire     I'^-ry^or    „ 
;'g  point  «,*estoi., 

\  * 

^«SCJi, 


lay  eafily  l>e  oonceived,        that  the  indi 
and  defperartioT^  of   tii^:C^  ^    >      ^" 
from  the    feverity    of    ^^^^^  ^f« 
i  the  poverty  of   tHe  ioil    ^^^  climate,  as 

desimprovemenirai^a^^    f^^^"!'^^ 
uence  5   and    «i««       ^^f^^'^ii/fire,  of^xvj 

eat  col^^     ,^'JJ?  P^^  out  of  ten  \n 
**'"y>  mult    unavo^  J  , ,    ' 

ofprt^Me.  fterUederart.   (^'^SS'ilS'tf 
;™«>ft   fomhem  part  of  ****  cotmty  \s 

r^^^f"  rock.    aSTK^-^— ^ 
rd.    ^/^"^  Tome  diftance   fi-o^am   then/-/. 

iS^**  thirty  miles  evenr ,». ''°«  ^«fetfx 

^^e  often     v^ 

B    of   1^  *  *^Dlervcd  that  where    ^^^^x«^\^ 
ifux    ;    ^"^   sifts  in  one  refp^g^'    *He   Vs 
Oft    K      ^^^^er.     If   Suth^r^-^^^  ^=^*^ 
tiy  o^f  """"^^  territory,  it  has  ri^*^  *"^- 
^  *3Lx^^^^^  in  Britain  have  or^^"^"^-- 
^^^'^  Have  a  double  coaft'^  >^^  ^^« 
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of  the  Stoire,     a.nd  command^    ^cean,  i<^ 
re  view  of  the  coaft,    and  of  ^^^   ^y  v«rat.er, 

at  no   enemy      could  appr^*%^c:^^^ . '^'^^' 
ithout  being  <i\ft:\na:W  feen  ^^ 

Towards  tH^    ^^^    ,ve  P"'Xt.\^^^  '  ?^ 
^  the  Lewi.  .     a-.ftant  ab^-^^^f  ^  ^^vx.^^^ 

e  north  lavici.   of  sV-l*  ^,^\cV'QbP 

In  pamr»g       ^     \xt<^'^^^"  ^'^^^  "^  ^^tVo^d 
im  had  been  ^xx^  ^^si'^^^'^^'^lr^^X^^l] 

row  of  tl^'^^^-    till  we  got  within  ^*' 

When   w^       "- 

mnfula.     a^^^^^ed  ^*  the  north  fide?  a™, 

lodgine-    ,  view  it  wa«, 

5-ter  |-Se  a  boat  thither  *°(*-'  4! 
''=P-«plt^^^"%  than  „  -Cj-f  P-ove^' 
^y  P^Iit  W  Jr-«  bury  at  their  C^T^'^'^- 

^^^y    refufed  to  leave     ;t""'*'^^ 

The  ever,. 


ing 
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other  fafe  bay  ;  "b^t   the  entr*ncc  Is  dxmded 
with  rocks  and  ftriaU  iilai>ds. 
.  We  were  now  in  the  Uft  parifh  OH  the 
weft  coaft  of    Scotland,  called  EderachilliSi 
where  we  fo\xi:id  a  welcome  reception  from 
Mr.  Turner     tke   mlnifter    of  that  forioiA 
region.    TKxs  gentleman  had  heen  engaged 
ill  a  law  fvrlt  ^-^^h  the  truftees  of  Lord  Rae'g 
eftate,  who    claimed  a  right  to  aU  the  fea 
"^["^^^^^"^^    Srcvr  upon  his  glebe,    beyond 
what  he  covil^  ufe  in  manuring  it.     He  dfi-. 
nied  their    right  to  any   part  of  the  marine 
produce,    ^i^    ^^  non-fuited,  he  alledges 
veiy  unjiiHiiy^  ^    * 

to  sloZ^'^^^'^^^^i^*^  ^«  ««t  ^onnng 

we  had  €^^7'  *^^  ^^^,  ^'^^  <>f  l^d  that 

bited  by  t:  J!L    '"""^^^^  ^^^  ^^y*^^*  ^^  i«l«^- 
Mtered    Tl^^fy  ^^^^i^s.     This  Uttle  bay  U 

but  notwiVi^^  T""^'^  ^y   ElenHanda, 
fea-farina:  ^^^^^^^^ding  its  apparent  fecurity, 

Bei»e     f^*'^?^^  ^°  "°*  ^P^  weU  of  it. 
Laxford.    ^^'^^ed  with  a  guide   for  Loch 
that  lake      ^,  Puflied  on  vigorouay  towards, 
before   txig.^^^^  "^^  "^'^S^^*  Secure  a  lodging 
to  advai^^       •    ^^en  it  would  be  impoffible 
frompi-^^j    f    l^undredyardfe  without  danger 
light  We    ^^**=^^s   or  bogs.       Bveti  vrith  day- 
*^Viid  difiiculty  in  getting  fiarvwd. 
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afforded;  and  Ha^rin^  f^^^kv^U^t 
fanner  and  filKer,  aX  ^«-V..v  x  Tf 
we  engaged  for  a  boat  ^::^^'^^^of  the 
lal.  we  Viad  to  lanncH  ^^^^^^-'  '^^'''^r 

t!  ^W  "^'^^"^  coorre/  ^  >,,,g  breeze, 
fair    wmd,    we    let  ouf    ,    •  i         , 

.he  fons  of  our  h  °ft     C^  °''V'"'  ' 
11  acquainted  with  the  rr>^^^seTnetit  of 
mg  lioat. 

great  fea  ruftied  in  at  the  -^^^^^  o€  t\ve 
wKicH,  having   no   inter^^^^^Qtv  from 
sor  Head-lands,  rolled  wit/t- 2cwi\l\  ^tatv* 

^       ^^re  xt   broke   funou/Ij^    „^^^     ,^^ 

t  w^^*^^  "^^^  feemed  todeijc=»\€^  Aaxxgcr' 
it^r.  "^"^   difficulty  that  r       CouM  «     ' 

^.^^'^^^Hem  to  haul  down  .tx     ^^/^P/^- 

;  _.  ™gh  ;    tnt  we  neve,^  .^nvkxvA.  Vt  \f 

U  ^  *"^  enough." 

rta^'*^**  to  be  regretted  that  tt^*"^«"«Pid 

W?^:?  ^re  not  fbleto  equip  .<^°"  f^"' 

*^  ^  danger,  fuch  boats  as  ^  at 
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good  fate  to  tiie  Ixead  of  the  loch,  where  we 
entered  a  large  river,  which  fiimiihes  iamc 
lafts  of  falmoiv  annually. 

Here  we  vrerc  met  by  the  perfon  iu  whoie 
houfc  Mr.  Nlads-enzie  had  propofed  we  (hould 
4odge.  W^e  received  a  more  than  common 
welcome  to  v^luLtever  his  houfe  could  afFordy 
a  Ad  for  wKa.^  it  did  not  afford  he  was  c<«ti- 
nually  makiri^g  apologies. 

Loch  Laxf  ord  is  itfelf  moftly  a  harbour 
in  moderate  breather,  for  large  (hips  j  *  and  it 
is  happily  £vimifhcd  on  both  fides  with  fmaH 
bays.  wHere  coaftors  and  fifhhig  veficls  U© 
in  great  Tecxirity.  The  beft  harbour  for  large 
bufth^  *^^^  Ac  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide, 

"  tj^^*^^  ^®  fcarcely  any  land  where  houfes 

*   theheai'^^'^J^  f'^.^  higher  up.  or  at 
«*«i  of  the  loch,  the  large  Ihippuig  be- 

L.-  [  low 

«  hothiti  g  ^.  *-*xfo'd  U  a  capacious  teiy  fine  harbour ;  thefe 
ter;  cxc;ep^  ^.  **  coming  iii,  but  what  is  always  above  wa- 
Oulkere  ;  ^^^^'^  *^alf-tide  rock,  about  a  cabled  length  W.  from 
XBoderate^  f  ^  Rround  and  {hdter  are  g**^*  «i4  *^  *«P* 
.    "  Th«.  ^'^  ^*Ps  of  an  fixes. 

nearer  tHe  t^^^  *»*chorage  is  above  ttan-Valti  toy  vbere;  or 
Aid  anti  i?t_^***^**  of  the  loch,  on  the  S.  fide.  betmeaSan- 
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and  the  Idft  \>ay  or  har1>our  on  the  Btirth- 
weft  coaft  of  Scotland,  froWi  wheticte  to  Ca^ 
Wrath,  the  tHore  prefents  one  uniform  Une 
of  lofty  rock.* 

ThislocK  is  abduttwotnifesinlieft^tiby 
half  a  mile  it\  vridth ;  the  "Whole  is  one  con- 
tinued haitjoiir,  fccwe  from  all  winds,  with' 
feood  gro\itTKi,  andhaving  from  tight  to  thir- 
ty-feven  f^^hom  \vater  *  It  4ias  alfo  fome 
commodicrtis  fenaU  bays  where  ^fiftiing  veflfel* 
and  boats  He  infafety. 

1*1^  ^*    inueh  arable  land  arotittd  the 
loch,  airo  -^   J^monfiftiery,  &nd  the  n«m. 

Uies  ^*^^^^^*^^**^*^  «^^«^«  to  ^ghteeH^ 

the  c<^i^  <iiftance  of  four  miles  north,  neair 

land       -        ^^"^  ^  anothe^jlttack  Of  amble 

who'    w^^**^*^  ^  tweiity^-ewio  ftcn^fiS) 

»    ^^^^avthofetjf^jdckfiMJhsdi^idLoch 


•     (C 


the  grorirxci  o-  ^*^^***"  ***'  *  lafeentrairfte,  U  well  Ihdtered, 
of  all     ft^ ^^ ***?.**»  «»«i  Ae  depth  of  water  moderate  for  Aips 
neareft  ^^      "      Sail  ttp  till  j^du  ir*  land:;iocfeed,  'wa  ajkdtot 
"    Loch  '^^^*^*^^"**- 

J^«d  gootj  .    ^«i5ie^td«P*^<»f  t^tw.  and  the  ground  dcau 
****  tl^w;  fr^'^"^  K^^^« '*^'i*^'^WwK«  fife 
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Loch  Tongue,    a.  book  that  Gontains"  copies 
of  a  correi'pondence,    from  the  year  1730  to 
1740,  between    George    Lord  Rae  and  cer- 
tain mercharvts   of  Glafgow,  Renfrew,  and 
Dunbar,  relaliive  to  herrings  caught  by  his 
lordfliip's   tenants  upon  this  coaft.     It  ap- 
pears frorn.    tih.eir  corre(pondence,  that  her- 
rings were  tiHen  plentiful;  that  his  lordfhip 
fold  them    ready  cured ;  and  that  the  mer^ 
chants  fent    vcffcls  to   take  them  away  at  a 
fixed  price  a.greed  upon  by  contract:  between 
the  parties »    for  a  given  number  of  years. 

Sometlxicve  after  the  above  date,  the  her- 
rings forfook  that  coaft.  till  within  thefe 
laft  ten  years,  when  they  returned,  and  have 
continxiea.  their  vifits  to  the  prefent  time. 
This  uncertainty  of  the  herrings  fiimifhe^ 
another  <liibouraging  circumftance  againft  a 
fiflimg  Ration;  but  though  the  herrings  aw 

"ff  t^^^**   ^^  ^°^  ^^^  ^^S  fifhery  is  invari- 
.      "*J^oie  who  can  venture  a  confidcrable 
and  i^  ^^^   ^^^^  ^^^^  where  the  fifh  are  large 
the  J^^^^'^^ftiWe.     Still  more  important  is 
land  ^^^^   fishery  off  the  fouth  coaft  of  Ice^ 
interr    ^  ^^^ch  there  is  an  open  Tea,  and  nq 
P"^J>on  YJ^hatever. 
.    ,  ■  ■■   ,  Ve/Iels 


»  <• 
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Bot  thertf  id  uti  tfgument  in  refervei  that 
ftiperfedes  all  other  Cohfiddftltions^  ^^  poiftti 
out  hi  the  moft  forcible  xnantior,  tiie  expe*^ 
dkney  of  a  town  near  Cape  Wraihi-  fcveii 
admitting  th^  nd  fifhery  could  be  can^  oil 
from  thefe  fhores,  or  near  thi^m. 

The  diftance  between  Loch  tnchard  an4 
CapeWrath,  and  from  thence  to  Loch  Eri-? 
tol  on  the  North  Sea,  kibo^%  twenty  mile*^ 
In  this  long  track,  which  to  navigate  requiresi 
different  winds,  there  is  nq  place  where  4 
veffel  can  fafely  anchor  in  roxtgh  vrihihMt,  or 
where  fhe  can  receive  the  fmalleft  afiiftaince 
to  repair  any  damage  fhe  may  have  received 
in  her  voyage.  The  coaft  to  Cape  WraA  h 
comppfed  of  a  perpendicular  line  of  rock 
from  100  to  250  feet  high,  againft*  which 
the  fea  breaks  with  inconceivable  violence^ 
throwing  its  fpray  fometimes  over  tha 
lummits,  to  a  ppnfiderable  diftance  upon  the 
lands^. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Cap*  the  fliDi« 
is  exaflly  fimilar,  excepting  the  o]|^ing 
at  Dumefs,  which  being  moftly  dry  land  at 
low  water,  no  veflpls  approach  it  unlelS  driv^ 

9^ 
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011  t&ither  by  ftrcfs  of  weathel-,  when  Acy 
are  inftaiitly  ftranded  or  broke  to  pieces.  * 

The  efFefts  of  this  inhofpitable  ftiorc,  which 
idenies  either  an  afylurA  or  a  fupply  to  the  (ink- 
ing veflcl,  falls  hcavyi  as  formerly  obferved, 
upon  the  commerce  of  thefe  kihgdonis,  be- 
fides  the  number  of  men  who  die  through 
cold  and  fatigue,  or  who  go  down  with  Ac 
fhip  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  A  towa 
therefore,  at  either  of  the  above  men- 
tioned places,  would  prove  a  moft  delirable 
boon  to  the  (hipping  of  all  the  European  na- 
tions, and  particularly  to  thofe  of  Great  Brin 
tain  and  Ireland.  Here  able  (hip-carpen- 
ters might  be  accommodated  with  a  grav- 
ing dock,  and  furnifhed  with  all  manner  of 
materials  for  the  immediate  repair  of  fuch 
veiicls  as  were  *fbited  thitlier  through  kaks^ 
^cnt^  rough  weather,  or  contrary  winds. 

Our  wiy  from  Loch  Inchard  to  Durnefs 
lay  acrofs  the  country,  in  a  north-eall  direc- 
tion; and  now  I  took  leave  of  the  weftern 
feas,  their  e^^tenlive  Ihores,  their  beautiful 
}akes,  their  numerous  iflands^  and  their  hof- 
pitable  clans. 

The  country  through  which  we  were  to 
rafs,   forms  a  part  of  what  is  called  thi 

-    '  Forcftj 
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Fof  eft  3  but  it  might  with  greater  propiiety  be 
calle4  the  Defart.  Here  arc  no  trees,  no 
houfes,  no  people.  We  did  not  fee  a  human 
creature  till  we  capie  within  fight  of  Dumefs  • 
and  very  few  cattle*.  The  whole  was  rock 
ormofs,  generally  covered  with  long  heath. 
A  few  moor-fowl  rofe  now  and  then  from 
?imong  our  feet.  They  were  generally  in 
pairs,  and  might  eafily  have  been  (hot.  The 
deer  keep  moftly  together,  probably  for  their 
common  defence,  as  well  as  to  protect  their 
young.  Seven  hundred  and  upwards  ap-^ 
pear  fometimes  in  one  body. 
.  We  perceived  the  fummits,  and  the  decii* 
vities  of  the  hills  ftrewed  with  large  ftones^ 
from  one  to  three  or  four  ton  weight.  Some 
thoufands  are  thus  difperfed  over  a  track  of 
many  miles,  and  the  labour  of  raifing  moft 
of  them  to  confiderable  heights  muft  have 
been  great.  I  could  not  learn  the  ufe  of 
thefe  ^onts  i  but  it  is  probable  that  they  ferv-^ 
ed  to  fereen  the  perfons  who  were  on  the 
watch  to  kiU  the  wild  boar,  the  de^r,  th^ 
fox,  the  c%le,  and  other  animals,  which,  in 
old  times,  abounded  in  the  Highlands. 

When  W9  h^  got  to  9  confiderable  height* 
the  boundlefs  expanfe  of  the  I^orther^ 
Occa^n  ppen^  tq  our  view>  and  havbg  the 

water 
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'waterof  Durnefs  on  our  right  hand»  we 
icir^rc  now  in  no  danger  of  going  out  of  our 
courie.  When  we  came  within  fight  of  Dur- 
nefs, we  fat  down  by  the  fide  of  a  brook 
to  dinner^  which  we  wafhed  down  with 
^yhifkey  and  water. 

Though  the  tops  of  the  mountains  were 
covered  with  fnow,  I  was  continually  in  a 
fweat,  owing  to.  the  afcent  of  the  hills,  and 
n^any  bad  fteps  among  the  fwamps }  while 
Mr*  Mackenzie,  who  was  not  encumbered . 
with  boots,  travelled  with  all  the  agility  and 
eaie  for  which  his  countrymen  are  remark- 
^le. 

The  country  through  which  we  were  now 
paflling,  feems,  thovigh  ftill  mofs  and  heath, 
%o  be  improveable, 

Having  a  v^niform  declivity  to  the  river 
and  the  bay  of  Durnefs,  it  might  be  fo  far 
reclaimed,  as  to  yield  good  crops  of  potatoes. 
In  this  opinion  I  was  foon  confirmed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  lately  improved  country  a^ 
round  Duniefs,  which  formed  a  (hiking 
contrail  to  the  defart  which  we  had  crofTed^ 

Soon  after  we  had  finifhed  our  bread  and 
cheefe,  we  perceived  fpme  horfemen  who  had 
been  fent  by  Mr.  Anderfon,  a  trader  at  Dur- 
nefs, to  afiifl  us  in  our  journey,  and  to  cpi^^ 

vey 
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M.S    ^o\ifei  b«t      ^***^^  ^'Vias  th«  ^^ 
s  coxixitry,  that      I    could  not  av^^^-j 
tlxls     sfcfiiftance  "feill  I  got  witbir^ 

lo  feat  meets  the  ^iw,  ^nd  fotiu^^ 
\>a.y  -w^lien  the.ti^-e  is  in,  but  at|^    ^ 
ixVvVb»\t9   an  extein.iive  bed  of  f^f^J^  ^  j^ 
cer^t  country,  wfc».ich  Was /ate/^  ^^<^  I 
t\x  Vi«ath.  is  now    covered  with  oa^     — ^^^'^' 
a-rrcl     potatoes  through  the  exen^ 
A-ndLerfon,  who  Has  the  Jands  ar=m 
fiXViei-y  upon  leafe. 
IS  ajre  many  thoufend  acres  upon 
c\or-«  ,  equally  improveable  j  but  in^ 
^i-^g  tlie  foil,  the  people  on  thist^^  -% 

^s   t:Ke  inhabitants  of  Caithn^^^  A^^ 

i  to  pare  off  the  fod,  which  tW/^^lfl 
►>^ering    their  houfes    and    f or  i  •  y^/^    ' 
t>  Vt^  ^■u-.^oWV.Kourhood  rxt  «^  ,:   ^^^^  v^^^i 


^  Vrx  t:Ke  neighbourhood  of  endlefe  rr^yfy^^i  - 
^lie   fvirfaee  appears,  as  an  Irifl^  ^^^ 
"^-ol^rcrvd,  like  a  man  with  his  ^^^^^^ 


:>fr. 


t^^is  place  ftands  the  parifh  chur«^=A . 
-ap  le,  and  a  (eat  of  the  family  of  f^  ,^  '* 
^  ^s  irxHabjted  zX  p^efent  by  a  tackfin^     ^ 

rerLt:3  a  track  of  n^^^al  good  land,  t^  ^' 
^^^es     along  the  ^^^^  ^^'^e.    In  -tW> 
^  ^s   tHe  promont^^  «^^^aroutH^^ 
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which  forms  the  caft  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  Bay  of  Durnefs,  oppofite  to  Cape 
Wrath,  that  lies  on  the  weft  fide.  The 
height  of  fliefe  Capes  is  (md  to  be  nearly 
250  feet  above  the  fea. 

There  is  a  ridge  of  rock  and  chingle  that 
runs  four  miles  out  from  the  Cape,  with  on- 
ly ,  fourteen  fathom  water,  which  fhallow, 
with  a  rapid  tide  of  kven  miles  an  hour, 
.occafions  a  high  fwell  which  is  fometime^ 
d^gerous  to  navigation. 

I  was  informed  at  different  places  that 
a  rock  bias  lately  been  difcoverfed  in  tliofe 
feas^  which  ought  to  be  marked  in  all 
the  charts.  The  following  d^larafion  ref- 
pefting  it,  was  left  with  Mr  Campbell  of 
Scalpa  in  Harris,  by  Capt.  George  Maughan 
of  Seton  Sluice  near  Hull,  June  30,  1785, 
•*  I  iaw  the  rock  bearing  from  Cape  Wrath, 
"  N.  by  W.  diftant  between  four  and  five 
**  leagues.  Appears  at  laft  quarter  of  ebb.^ 

The  Bay  of  Durnefs  was  formerly  a  good . 
'natural  harbour,  land-locked  on  every  fide, 
a^d  rings  were  fixed  for  mooring  fliips,  but 
the  entrance  is  now  almofl  filled  up  with 
fand^  ilvhich  k  increafing  evciy  year. 

Some« 
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Sometime  before  my  arrival  there,  a  (hip 
belonging  to  Newcaftle  or  Shield$was  broke 
to  jpieces  on  thefe  fands. 

Upoii  this  event,  Mr.  Anderfon  and  the 
people  of  the  neighbourhood  gave  every 
pofTibie  afnflance,  in  faving  a  part  of  the 
cargo,  and  relieving  the  people.  A  year  or  two 
before,  another  fhip  bdon^ng  to  the  fame 
owners  was  ftrandedon  this  coaft, -to  whom 
Mr.  Anderfon  and  the  natives  gave  the  fame 
aid.  I  faw  a  letter  of  thanks  from  one  of  the 
owners  to  Mr.  Anderfon,  expreffing  a  grate- 
ful fenfe.of  his  own  attention,  and  the  hu*- 
manity  and  honefly  of  the  people, '  a  cha- 
rafter  they  have  long  merited,  and  will,  I 
hope,  long  continue  to  merit. 

Danger  and  death  look  every  feaman  in  the 
face,  who  navigates  the  coaft  between  Cape 
Wrath,  the  Orkneys,  and  the  eaft  entrance 
of  the  Pentland  Firth. 

On  the  Sunday  night  before  my  arrival  at 
Dumefs,  an  Irifti  veffel  from  the  Baltic  had 
become  fo^unmanageable,  that  the  crew,  wore 
out  with  fatigue,  and  feeing  apparent  dc- 
-ftruflion  before  them,  gave  up  the  helm  and 
refigned  themfelves  to  their  fate;  The  vefiel 
;drove  immediately  before  the  wind,  towards 
the  impending  cliffs  of  Cape  Wrath,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  that  awful  promontory. 
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Death  feemed  now  inevitable^  and  that  m 
(a  fpw  minutes  j  when,  by  a  moft  extraordi^ 
naty  tircumftance,  their  lives  w^ere  faved. — 
There  is  a  ci^vice  in  the  face  of  the  rocks  fuffi^ 
ciently  wide  to  admit  a  part  of  an  ordinary 
fized  veffeL  Into  this  crevice,  the  only  open- 
ing upon  a  coaft  of  feveral  miles  in  length,  the 
vcffd  was  hurried  endways,  by  a  great  waVe, 
and  he  men  had  juft  ilrength  enough  to 
jump  out,  and  to  fcramble  to  the  top  of 
rocks.  The  veflel  beat  to  pieces  ^  the  men 
wandered  about  the  Cape,  till  a  glimmering 
light  dife£led  them  to  a  hut,  where  they  were 
glad  to  repofe  themielves  through  the  night. 
One  of  their  number  who  had  fallen  behind, 
was  found  dead  next  morning  among  the 
heath. 

When  an  accoimt  of  this  difafter  reached 
Dumefs,  Mr.  Anderfon  colledted  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  recovered  fomc  part  of  the 
cargo  for  the  owners,  and  brought  the  mifer- 
able  crew  to  his  houfe,  where  they  received  all 
the  afliftance  that  could  be  given,  till  they 
were  able  to  fet  out  for  their  own  country. 
^  The  fame  humanity  and  ftridl  regard  to  jufticc 
pervade  the  whole  coafl  of  Sutherland  and 
Caithnefs,  where  fhipwrccks  are  moft  fre- 
quent* 
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Haying^  now  completed  the  piRgt  part 
of  my  Journal,  I  fhall,  fbr  the  cbnveniency 
of  the  reader,  fubjoin  a  lift  of  the  ftations 
that  are  defcribed  therein,  as  meriting  in  a 
particular  manner  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Society.  Some  places  are  alio  infertedj 
which,  though  they  did  not  lie  within  the 
line  of  my  laft  joumeyj  have  a  claim  to  no* 
tice. 

I  fliall  b^gin  at  the  Ibtith  and  proceed 
northward;  firft,  along  the  cbaft  of  the  coor 
tinentj  and  fecondlyj  among  the  Hebride 
Ifles. 

In  felefting  the  moft  eligible  ftations,  I 
have  had  a  particular  regard  Jb% 

1.  The  fisheries.  .....     ^ 

2.  The  harbours,  for  the.cDnveniency  of 
general  navigation,  as  well  as  the  filheries.. 

S  3.  The 

la  going  towards  the  door,  I  fell  Upon  the  carpet  and  Isf 
there  tDl  the  family,  who  had  heard  the  noife,  came  into  the 
room,  where  I  was  found  cold,  but  with  fymptoms  of  life. 

Being  immediatelyjconVeyed  into  a  room  free  from  fmoke, 
this  change  of  air,  with  the  fimple  application  of  cold  wa- 
ter, had  a  good  eiFe£t,  and  I  began  gradually  to  diftinguiih 
objeds,  and  to  know  fome  of  the  perfons  prefent. 

Next  day,  I  felt  an  opprei&on  at  my  breaft,  with  a  head* 
ach;  but  the  fubfequent  night's  deep  rectified  the  machine^ 
f  nd  gave  a  new  leafe  to  a  life  that  was,  I  have  been  informed, 
within  five  minutes  of  expiring  ;  that  period  being  the  ut- 
mod  time  that  the  lungs  could  have  held  out  againft  the  un- 
common pi^eflure. 
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3.  The  number  of  people  in  the  vicinity 
of  any  loch  or  harbour. 

4.  The  communications  witTi  the  inland 
country. 

5.  Rivers,  or  frefh  water. 

6.  Fuel,  lime-ftonc,  free-ftone^  &c. 
The  places  recommended  above  may  be 

trranged  into  three  divilions*  The  firft  clafs, 
to  comprehend  the  mbft  eminent  ftations, 
which  I  have  printed  in  fmall  capitals.  The 
fecond  clafs,  to  compofe  the  next  ftations  in 
point  of  importance;  and  the  third  dafe, 
which  requires  no  farther  explanation. 

la  fome  inftances,  the  principal  merit  of 
a  propofed  ftation  cpniifts  in  its  fifheries,  as 
Great  Loch  Broonh  In  other  cafes,  it  con- 
iifts  in  the  conveniencies  to  general'  na- 
vigation, as  Tobirmory,  Canay,  Loch  Laxr- 
ford  or  Loch  Inchard.  Again,  where  the 
harbours,  are  indifferent,  a»d  without  fiflie- 
ries,  the  merit  of  fuch  pUces  depends  on  the 
number  of  people,  the  fertility  of  the  ^il, 
the  communications  with  the  interior  coun- 
try, and  other  favourable  circupiftantes,  as 
Bemera  in  Glenelg,  where  the  public  are 
alio  poiTeiTed  of  forty  ^res  of  ground. 
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toefcription  iflcotut^ittydne  of  thg  Hebride  Ifianisi 
by  Dr4  Johnson* 

AT  latt  we  tame  to  Jcolmkill,  biit  found  no  con- 
venience for  landing.  Our  boat  could  not  bd 
forced  very  near  the  dry  ground^  and  our  Highlanders 
carried  us  over  the  water. 

We  were  now  treading  that  illuflrious  Ifland^  which 

Was  once  the  luminary  of  the  Caledonian  regions,  whence 

favage  Clans  a^d  roving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of 

knowledge,  and  the  bleffings  of  religion.     To  abftrad 

the  mind  from  all  local  emotidn  would  be  impoilible,  if  it 

were  endeavoured,  ahd  would  be  foolifh,  if  it  Were  pof-> 

fiblc.    Whatever  withdraws  us  from  the  power  of  ouf 

fenfes ;  whatever  makes  the  paft,  the  diftant,  or  the  future 

predominate  over  the  prefent,  advances  us  in  the  dignity 

of  thinking  beingS.     F^r  from  me  ^nd  from  my  friends, 

be  fuch  frigid  philofophy  as  may  condu£t  as  indifferent 

and  unmoved  over  any  ground  which  has  been  dignified 

by  wifdom,  bravpry,  or  virtue.    That  man  is  little  to  be 

envied,  whofe  patriotifm  would  not  gain  force  upon  the 

plain  oli Marathon^  of  whofe  piety  would  not  grow  warmer 

among  the  ruins  of  lona* 

♦  A  Wo 
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We  came  too  late  to  viHt  monuments :-  fome  care  was 
neceilary  for  ourfelves.  Whatever  was  in  the  Ifland 
Sir  Allan  could  demand,  for  the  inhabitants  were  Mac^ 
leans  \  but  having  little  they  could  not  give  us  much. 
He  went  to  the  headman  of  the  Ifland^  whom  Fame,  but 
Fame  delights  in  amplifying,  reprefents  as  worth  no  lefs 
than  fifty  pounds.  He  was  perhaps  proud  enough  of  his 
guefts,  but  ill  prepared  for  our  entertainment ;  however, 
he  foon  producedjnore  provifion  'than  men  not  luxurious 
require.  Our  lodging  was  next  to  be  provided.  We 
found  a  barn  well  flocked  with  hay,  and  made  our  beds 
as  foft  as  we  could. 

In  the  morning  we  rofe  and  furveyed  the  place.  The 
churches  of  the  two  convents  are  both  ftanding,  though 
unroofed.  Th^y  were  built  of  unhewn  ftone,  but  fblid, 
and  not  inelegant.  .  I  brought  away  rude  meafures  of  the 
buildings,  fuch  as  I  cannot  much  trufl  myfclf,  inaccu- 
rately taken,  and  obfcurely  noted.  Mr.  Pennant\  de- 
lineations, which  are  doubtlefs  exadl,  have  made  my  un- 
ikilful  defcription  lefs  necefTary* 

The  epifcopal  church  confiils  of  two  parts,  (eparated 
by  the  belfry,  and  built  at  different  times.  The  original 
church  had,  like  others,  the  altar  at  one  end,  and  tower 
at  the  other ;  but  as  it  grew  too  fmall,  another  building 
of  equal  dimenfion  was  added)  and  the  tower  then  was 
joeceflarily  in  the  middle. 

That  thefe  edifices  are  of  different  ages  feems  evident. 
The  arch  of  the  firil  church  is  Romany  being  part  <^a 
circle;  that  of  the  additional  building  is  pointed,  and 
therefore  Gotbick^  or  Saracenical;  the  tower  is  firm, 
and  wants  only  to  be  floored  and  covered. 

Of  the  chambers  or  cells  belonging  to  the  monks, 

there 
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tihere  are  fome  waHs  remaining,  but  nothing  approach- 
'  ing  to  a  complete  apartment*  , 

The  bottom  of  the  church. is  fo  incumbered  with 
:  mud  and  rubbifh,  that  we  could  make  no  difcoveries  of 
curious  infcripdons,  and  what  there  are  have  been  already 
publifhed.  The  place  is  faid  to  be  known  where  the 
black  ftones  lie  concealed,  on  which  the  old  Highland 
Chiefs,  when  they  made  contr^s  and  alliances,  uied  to 
take  the  oath,  which  was  confidered  as  more  facred  than 
any  other  obligation,  ;ind  which  could  not  be  violated 
without  the  blackeft  infemy.  In  thofe  days  of  violence 
and  rapine,  it  was  of  great  importance  to  imprefs  upon 
favage  minds  the  fan£tity  of  an  oath,  by  fome  particular 
and  extraordinary  circumftances.  They  would  not  have 
recourfe  to  the  black  ftones,  upon  fmall  or  common  oc- 
caiions,  and  when  they  had  eftablifbed  their  faith  by  this 
tremendous  fandion,  inconftancy  and  treachery  were  no 
longer  feared. 

The  chapel  of  the  nunnery  is  now  ufed  by  the  inhabit 
tants  as  a  kind  of  general  cow-houfe,  and  the  bottom  is 
confequently  too  miry  for  examination.  Some  pf  the 
flones  which  covered  the  later  abbeffes  have  infcriptions, 
which  might  yet  be  read,  if  the  chapel  were  cleanfed. 
The  roof  of  this,  as  of  all  the  other  buildings,  is  totally 
deflroyed,  not  only  becaufe  timber  quickly  decays  when  it 
is  neglefted,  but  becaufe  in  an  ifland  utterly  deflitute  of 
^.wood,  it  was  wanted  for  ufe,  and  was  confequently  the 
firfl  plunder  of  needy  rapacity. 

The  chancel  of  the  nuns'  chapel  is  covered  with  an 
arch  of  flonjc,  to  which  time  has  done  no  injury ;  and  a 
fmi^l  apartment  communicating  with  idle  choir,  on  the 
north  fide,  like  the  chapter-houfe  in  cathedrals,  roofed 
wUh  flone  in  the  fame  maimer,  is  likewifc  entire. 

A  2  In 
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In  one  of  the  churches  was  a  marble  altar,  which  the 
fuperftition  of  the  inhabitants  has  deftroycd.  Their 
opinion  was,  that  a  fragment  of  this  ftone  was  a  defence 
againft  fhipwrecks,  fire,  and  mifcarriages.  In  one  corner 
of  the  church  the  bafon  for  holy  water  is  yet  unbroken. 

The  cemetery  of  the  nunnery  was,  till  very  lately,  re- 
garded with  fuch  reverence,  that  only  women  were  buried 
in  it.  Thefe  reliques  of  veneration  always  produce  fome 
mournful  pleafure.  I  could  have  forgiven  a  great  injury 
more  eafily  than  the  violation  of  this  imaginary  fanftity. 

South  of  the  chapel  ftand  the  walls  of  a  large  room, 
which  was  probably  the  hall,  or  refectory  of  the  nunnery. 
This  apartment  is  capable  of  repair.     Of  the  reft  of  the 
.  convent  there  are  only  fragments. 

.  Befides  the  two  principal  churches,  there  are,  I  &ink, 
five  chapels  yet  ftanding,  and  three  more  remembered. 
There  are  alfo  croflcs,  of  which  two  bear  the  names  of 
St.  John  and  St,  Matthews 

A  large  fpace  of  ground  "about  thefe  confecrated  edi- 
fices is  covered  with  graveftones,  few  of  which  have  any 
infcription.  He  that  furveys  it,  attended  by  an  infular 
antiquary,  may  be  told  where  the  Kings  of  many  nations 
are  buried  y  and  if  he  loves  to  footh  his  imagination  with 
the  thoughts  that  naturally  rife  in  places  where  the  great 
and  the  powerful  lie  mingled  with  the  duft,  let  him  liften 
in  fubmiifive  filence  ^  for  if  he  a(ks  any  queftions^  his  de* 
light  is  at  an  end. 

lona  has  long  enjoyed,  without  any  very  credible  attes- 
tation, the  honour  of  being  reputed  the  cemetery  of  the 
Scottijh  Kings.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that,  when  the  opinion 
of  local  fanc&ity  was  prevalent,  the  Chieftains  of  the  Ifles, 
and  perhaps  fome  of  the  Norwegian  or  Irijh  princes,  were 
repofited  in  this  venerable  cnclofure.  But  by  whom  the 
'  fubtcr- 
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fubterraneous  vaijts  are  peopled  is  now  utterly  un- 
Icnown.  The  graves  are  very  nunierous,  and  fotnie  of 
them  undoubtedly  contain  the  remains  of  men,  who  did 
not  expeA  to  be  fo  fpon  forgotten. 

Not  far  from  this  awful  ground,  may  be  traced  the 
garden  of  the  monaftery :  the  fifliponds  are  yet  difcernible, 
and  the  aquedudl,  which  fupplied  them,  is  ftill  in  ufe. 

There  remains  a  broken  building,  which  is  called  the 
Bifhop's  houfe,  I  know  not  by  what  authority.  It  was 
once  the  refidence  of  fome  man  above  the  common  rank, 
for  it  has  two  ftories  and  a  chimney.  We  were  flxewn  a 
chimney  at  the  other  end,  which  was  only  a  nich,  with- 
out perforation  j  but  fo  much  does  antiquarian  credulity, 
or  patridtick  vanity  prevail,  that  it  was  not  much  more 
iafe  to  truft  the  eye  of  our  inftruiSlor  thj^n  the  me- 
mory. 

There  is  in  the  Ifland  one  houfe  more,  and  only  one^ 
that  has  a  chimney ;  we  entered  it,  and  found  it  neither 
wanting  repair  nor  inhabitants ;  but  to  the  farmers,  who 
now  poflefs  it,  the  chimney  is  of  no  great  value ;  for  their 

,  fire  was  made  on  the  floor,  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
and  notwithftanding  the  dignity  of  their  manfim,  Aey 
rejoiced,  like  their  neighbours,  in  the  comforts  of  fmoke. 
It  is  obferved,  that  ecclefiaftical  colleges  are  always  in 
the  moft  pleafant  and  fruitful  places.  While  the  world 
allowed  the  monks  their  choice,  it  is  furely  no-dilhoiiour 
that  they  chofe  well.  This  Ifland  is  remarkably  fruitfuU 
The  village  near  the  churches  is  faid  t*>  contain  feventy 
fiamilies,  which,  at  five  in  a  family,  is  more  than  a  hun-r 
dred  inhabitants  to  a  mile.  There  are  perhaps  other  viU" 
lages  ;  yet  both  corn  and  cattle  are  annually  exported. 
But  the  'fruitfulnefs  of  lona  is  now  its  whole  profperity, 

'  The  inhabitants'  are  remarkably  grofs,  and  remarkably 
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n^gicAed :  I  know  hot  if  they  arc  vlfitcd  by  any  Mini- 
fier.  The  Ifland,  which  was  once  the  metroes  of 
learning  and  piety,  has  now  no  fchool  for  education,  nor 
temple  for  worlhip,  only  two  inhabitants  that  can  (peab 
Bnglijhy  and  not  one  that  can  write  of  read. 

The  people  are  of  the  Clan  of  MacUan ;  and  though 
Sir  Allan  had  not  been  in  the  phce  for  many  years,  he 
was  received  with  all  the  reverence  due  tofheir  Chieftain. 
One  of  them  being  fharply  reprehended  by  hifti,  for  not 
fending  him  fome  rum,  declared  after  his  departure,  in 
Mt.  Bcfwelts  prfcfence,  that  he  had  no  defign  of  difap- 
pointing  him,  y&r,  faid  he,.  I  would  cut  my  lmnesfirhm\ 
bnd  if  hi  hadfini  bis  dog  fir  ity  bejhould  have  bad  H. 

When  we  were  to  depart,  our  boat  was  left  by  the  ebb 
at  a.  great  diftance  from  the  Water,  but  no  fooner  <fid  we 
wifh  it  afloat,  than  the  iflanders  gathered  round  it,  and, 
by  the  union  of  ftiany  hands,  puflied  it  down  ^e  beach ; 
every  man  who  could  contribute  bis  help  feemed  to  think 
himfelf  happy  in  the  dpfiortunity  of  being,  l^\  moment^ 
ufeful  to  his  Chief. 

We  now  left  thofe  illuftrious  ruins,  by  which  Mr. 
Sojivil!  was  much  affcfted,  nor  would  1  willingly  be 
thought  to  have  looked  upon  them  without  fome  emotion* 
Perhaps,  in  the  revolutions  of  the.world,  lona  may  be 
fometime  again  the  inftru£fareft  of  the  Weftem  Regions. 

It  was  no  long  voyage  to  MuUy  where,  under  Sir  JBlaH*% 
prote£tion,  we  landed  in  the  evening,  and  were  enter, 
tained  for  the  night  by  Mr.  Ma<kan^  a  Minifter  that  lives 
upon  the  coftft)  whofe  elegance  of  converfation,  and 
ftrength  of  judgment,  would  make  him  confpicuous  in 
places  of  greater  celebrity.  Next  day  we  dined  with  Dr. 
Maclearty  anodier  phyfician,  and  then  travelled  on  to  the 
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boufii  of  a  vtty  powerful  Laird,  MacUan  of  Locbbuy ;  for 
in  thisi  country  every  man's  name  is  MacUan. 
•  Wbere  races  are  thi^  numerous,  and  thus  combined, 
fipne  but  the  chief  of  a  clan  is  addrefled  by  his  name. 
The  Laird  of  Dunvegan  isxalled  MacUody  but  other  gen* 
tiemen  of  the  fame  family  are  denominated  by  the  places 
where  they  reAde,  as  Raafd  or  Talijker.  The  difUn£tion 
of  the  meaner  people"  is  made  by  their  Chriftian  mimes. 
In  confequence  of  this  pradice,  the  late  Laird  of  Mac-* 
farlmuy  an  eminent  genealogift,  confidered  himfelf  as  dif- 
refpedfuUy  treated,  if  the  common  addition  was  applied  to 
him*  Mr.  Macfarlane^  faid  he,  may  with  equal  propriety 
be  faid  to  m^y^   but  I,  and  I  only,  am  Macfarlane* 

J>ff(ffiption  rf  Ic^LMJcaXy  and  the  IJland  of  Staffa, 
hy  Thomas  Pbnnant,  Bfq. 

The  ifland  belongs  to  the  parifli  of  Rofs^  in  A^U ;  is 
three  miles  long,  and  one  broad ;  t^  eaft  fide  moftly 
flat }  the  middle  rifes  into  fmall  hills  ;  the  weft  fide  vtry 
rude' and  rocky:  the  whole  is  a  fmgular  mixture  of  rock 
and  fertility. 

Took  boat  and  landed  on  the  fpot  called  thf  Bay  rf 
Martyrs :  the  place  where  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  were 
to  be  interred  in  this  holy  ground,  were  received,  during 
the  period  of  fuperftidon. 

Walked  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  fouth,  in  prder 
to  fix  on  a  convenient  fpot  for  pitching  a  rude  tent,  formed 
of  oars  and  fails,  as  our  day  refidence,  during  our  ftay  on 
the  ifland. 

Obferve  a  little  beyond,  an  oblong  inclofure,  bounded 
by  a  ftone  dike,  called  Qacbnan  Druinachy  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  burial  place  of  the  Druidsy  for  bones 
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of  various  fizes  are  found  there.  I  have  no  doubt  bat 
(hat  Druidifm  was  the  origiiial  reUgion  of  this  place  \ 
yet  I  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  rather  Ae  common  ceme^ 
tery  of  the  people  of  the  town,  which  lies  sdmoft  clofc  to 
the  Bay  of  Martyrs. 

Having  fettled  the  bufmefs  of  our  tent,  return  through 
the  town,  confifting  at  prefent  of  about  fifty  houfes, 
moftly  very  mean,  thatched  with  ftraw  of  bear  pulled  up 
by  the  roo^s,  and  bound  tight  on  the  roof  with  ropes 
m^e  of  hea^,  Som^  of  the  houfes  that  lie  a  little  be^r 
yond  the  reft  fecmed  to  have  been  better  conftruded  than 
the  others,  and  to  haye  been  the  manfions  of  the  inhabi- 
tants when  the  place  was  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  but  at 
prefent  are  in  a  very  ruinous  condition. 

Vtfxt  every  place  in  the  order  ^at  they  lay  from  the 
village,  The  firft  was  the  ruin  of  the  nunnery,  fillccl 
with  canoneiles  of  St.  JuguJIinfy  and  oonf^crated  to  St. 
Oran.  They  were  permitted  to  live  in  commtmity  for  a 
confiderable  time  after  the  reformation,  and  wore  a  wfaiti^ 
gown  \  and  above  it  a  rotchet  of  fine  linen  *t 

The  church  was  fifty-eight  feet  by  twenty :  the  roof 
of  the  eaft  end  is  entire,  b  a  pretty  vault  made  of  very 
thin  ftones,  bound  together  by  four  ribs  meeting  in  the 
centre.  The  floor  is  covered  fome  feet  thick  with  cow^ 
dung ;  this  place  being  at  prefent  the  common  fhelter  for 
the  cattle ;  and  the  iflanders  are  too  lazy  to  remove  this 
fine  manure,  the  colleftion  of  a  century,  to  enrich  their 
grounds. 

With  much  difficulty,  by  virtue  of  fair  words,  and  a* 
bribe,  prevail  on  one  of  thefe  liftlefs  fellows  to  remove  a 
creat  quantity  of  this  dung-hrll  \  and  by  that  means  onoe 

»  fffiChf  280. 
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more  tx^k  to  light  die  tomb  of  the  1^  priorefs.  Het 
figure  it  cut  on  the  face  af  the  ftone }  an  angel  <«  each 
fide  fupports  her  head ;  and  above  them  is  a  litde  [rfat^ 
and  a  comb.  The  priorefs  occupies  only  one  half  of  the 
furface  :  the  other  is  filled  with  die  form  of  the  virgin 
Mar  Y^  with  head  crowned  and  mitred ;  the  child  in 
her  arms ;  and,  to  denote  her  ^uem  ofHeaveny  a  fun  and 
moon  appear  above.  At  her  feet  isdiis  addreis,  from  the 
priorefs :  San3a  Maria  ora  pro  me^  And  round  the 
lady  is  infcribed,  Hicjacet  Damina  Anna  Donaldi  Ter^ 
led  ^  fiUa  quondam  Prioriffk  dt  JoHA  quas  ^Ut  an"b 
m^  d^  xi"^  ejus  animam  Altissjmo  commendamus. 

Mr.  Stuart^  who  fome  dme  paft  vifited  this  place^  in*' 
formed  me,  that  at  that  time  be  obierved  diis  fragment  of 
another  infcription  :  Hie  jacei  Mariota  fil/a  '  Jphan : 
Lauchlani  Domini  de  •  .  .  , 

Befides  this  place  of  fepulture,  was .  another  on  die 
outiide,  allotted  for  the  nuns  $  where,  at  a  refpe^ble 
4iftance  from  the  virtuous  reclufcs,  lies  in  folitude,  a  fnul 
fitter. 

Advance  from  hence  along  a  broad  pave^f^  w^y,  vvhich 
is  continued  in  a  line  from  the  nunnery  tQ  fhe  cathef' 
dral :  another  branches  from  it  to  the  Bay  of  Afartyrs: 
and  a  third,  narrower  than  the  others,  points  towards  the 
hills. 

On  this  road  is  a  large  and  elegant  crofs,  called  that  of 
MacUane^  one  gf  three  hundred  and  fixty,  that  were  ftand^ 
ing  in  this  iQand  at  the  reformation  f,  but  immediately 
after  were  a}moft  entirely  demolifhed  by  order  of  a  pro* 
yincial  aflembly,  held  in  the  ifland.    It  feems  to  have 

•  Or  Charles. 

t  ShQrt  DefcTt  of  ytnta,  1693.  A^toc.  Li)ir.  M.  S« 
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been  cuftooury  in  &ifZftt/ for  individuals  to  trtSt  crofoi 
probably  in  confequence  of  fome  voWf  or  p«rhap$  out  of 
a  vain  hope,  of  peq>etuating  their  ^lemory. 

Arrive  at  Reiiig  ourainy  or  the  burying-place  of  Oran : 
A  vaft  enclofure;  the  great  place  of  interment,  for  the 
IMunber  of  tnonarchs  who  were  depofited  here ;  and  for 
die  potentates  of  every  ifle^  and  their  lineage  i  for  all  were 
ftmbitioos  of  lying  in  this  holy  {pot.  The  place  is  in  a 
manner  filled  with  grave*-ftone$)  but  fo  overgrown  widi 
weedS)  efpecially  with  the  common  hutter-iur^  that  very 
lew  are  at  present  to  be  feen. 

I  was  very  defirous  of  viewing  the  tombs  of  the  kings^ 
delcribed  by  &e  Dsan  of  the  ifles,  and  front  hint  by 
Buchmtan  :  the  former  iays  *,  that  in  his  time  thete  were 
three,  built  in  form  of  little  chapels  i  on  one  ,was  in- 
fcribed.  Tumulus  Regum  Scotia*  In  this  were  depofited 
the  remains  of  forty-eight  Seottijb  monarchs,  beginning 
with  Fergui  U.  and  ending  with  the  famous  Macbeth  : 
Car  his  £MQCJtSoT^Malcolm  Qmmorey  decreed,  for  the  future, 
Dumferline  to  be  the  place  of  royal  fepulture  \»  Of  the 
&)0lt^monarchs  interred  in  Jona^  fixteen  are  pretended 
to  be  of  the  race  of  Jllpiny  and  are  flyled,  Righrid  AiU 
ftanach* 

Fergni  was  the  founder  of  this  AfauJoUum  {Boithim 
calls  it  Abbatia  $),  and  not  only  direded,  that  it  fhould  be 
the  fepulchre  of  his  fucceflbrs,  but  alfo  caufed  an  office 
to  be  compofed  for  the  funeral  ceremony. 

The  next  was  infcribed.  Tumulus  Rboum  Hibemiifj 

Cont^fining  four  Irifi  ^onarchs ;  and  the  third,  Tumulus 

RfiGtJM  Norwigiay  containing  ^\^t  Norwegian  princes, 

or  more  probably  viceroys,  of  the  HcbridiSy  while  they 

were  fubje£l  to  that  crown. 

•  p.  19.  f  BHthiuft  lib.  vfi,  p.  122. 

%  Lib.  Yii.  p.  119. 
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But  of  thcfc  celebrated  tonibs  wc  could  difcovcr  no- 
thing more  than  certain  flight  remains,  that  were  built  in 
a  ridged  form,  and  arcRed  within  ^  but  the  infcripdons 
were  loft.  Thefe  are  called,  Jomaire  nan  righy  or,  The 
ridge  of  the  kings.  Among  thefe  ftoncs  were  found  two 
-mih  galic  infcriptions,  and  the  form  of  a  crofs  carved  on 
each :  the  words  on  one  were.  Cms  Domhailfafajkby  of. 
The  crofs  of  Donald  Long^Jhariks :  the  other  figniiicA 
the  crofs  of  Urchvine  o  Guin.  The  letters  were  thofe  of 
the  moft  ancient  Irijh  alphabet^  exhibited  in  Vallancey^t 
Irijh  grammar. 

Among  the  fame  ftones  is  alfo  the  following :  Hie  ja- 
cent  quatuor  Priores  de  Hy,  Johannes^  HugeniuSy  Pa* 
iricius  i  in  decretis  olim  Bacularius  qui  obiit  tXi.  Dom. 
milks'^*  quingentefimo. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stuart  for  thefe  three  Infcriptions, 
which  he  met  with  in  his  former  voyage  ;  arriving  before 
the  growth  of  the  all-covering  weeds.  Mr.  Frazier^  fon 
to  the  Dean  of  the  ifles,  informed  Mr.  Sachevenly  go- 
vernor of  the  ifle  of  Many  Whovifited^i9»^iin  1688,  that 
his  father  had  coUefted  there  three  hundred  infcriptions, 
and  prefented  them  to  the  Earl  of  JrgyU\  which  were 
afterwards  loft  in  the  troubles  of  the  hwS\j. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Oran  ftands  in  this  fpace,  which 
legend  reports  to  have  been  the  firft  building  attempted 
by  St.  Columha. 

In  Grants  chapel  are  feveral  tombs,  and  near  it  many 
more :  within,  beneath  a  recefs  formed  with  three  neat- 
pointed  arches,  is  a  tomb-ftone  with  a  fhip  and  leveral 
ornaments.  I  forget  whether  the  (ails  were  furled  :  in 
that  cafe  the  deceafe  was  defcended  from  the  ancient  kings 
of  Manoi  the  Norwigian  f  race,  who  ufed  thofe  arms. 

*  Lib.  vi.  p.  90*  t  Doftor  Macfbirfom* 
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Near  the  foutfa  end  !is  the  tomb  of  the  ^bbot  MiC'- 
i»«w»*s  father,  infcribed,  Haec  c&  crux  Lauchlani  Mc. 
Fingott  et  ejus  filii  Johatmis  Abbatis  de  Hy.  fa£b  an. 
Dom.  m*++ccccLxxxix.. 

Another  of  Alacdonald  of  Hay  and  Cantjre^  commonly 
called  Innus^  or  Angus  oigy  the  chief  of  the  name.  He  was 
a  ftrong  friend  to  Robert  Bruce^  and  was  with  him  at  the 
battle  of  Bannockbourne.  His  infcriptidn  is,  Hie  jacct 
corpus  Angufii  filii  Domini  jfngufii  Mc.  DomhntU  de 
Hay. 

'  In  another  place  lies  the  grave-ftone  of  Ailean  Nan 
Sopi  z,  C^athamarchy  or  head  of  a  party,  of  the  name  of 
Macleane ;  from  whom  is  defcended  the  &mily  of  Torloifg* 
The  ftone  i^  ornamented  with  carving  and  a  (hip. 

A  Macleane^  of  Gol^  appears  in  armour,  widi  a  fword 
in  his  left  hand.  A  Macleane^  of  Duart^  with  armour, 
ihield  and  two-handed  fword.  And  a  third,  of  the  fame 
name  of  the  family  of  Lochbuy  :  his  right  hand  grafps  a 
piftol,  his  left  a  fword.  Befides  thefe,  are  numbers  of 
other  ancient  heroes,  whofe  very  names  have  perished, 
and  they  deprived  of  their  expected  glory :  their  lives 
.were  like  the.^rt  of  an  arrow^  clofed  up  and  loft  as  foon 
as  paft ;  and  probably  in  thofe  times  of  barbarifm,  as 
fatal  to  their  fellow-creatures. 

^  About  feventy  feet  fouth  of  the  chapel  is  a  red  unpo- 
lifhed  ftone  \  beneath  which  lies  a  namelefs  king  of 
France.  But  the  memory  of  the  famous  old  doctor  of 
MuUhzs  had  a  better  fate,  and  is  preferved  in  thefe  words : 
Hie  ^<(7f^£  Johannes  Betonus  MaclenorumyZz/TuV/^,  me- 
dkus^  qui  mortuus  eft  19  Novembris  1657.  Mt.  63. 
Donaldus  fietonus' fecit.   1674. 

A  little  north- weft  of  the  door  is  the  pedeftal  of  a 
crofs ;  on  it  are  certain  ftones,  that  feem  to  have  been 
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the  fapports  of  a  tomb.  Numbers  who  vifit  this  ifland 
(I  fuppofe  the  elect  impatient  for  the  confummadon  of 
all  things)  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  turn  each  of 
thefe  thrice  round,  according  to  the  courfe  of  .the  fun. 
They  are  called  Clacha-bratb  ;  for  it  is  thought  that  the 
brath^  or  end  of  the  worl<^,  will  not  arrive  till  the  ftone 
on  which  they  ftand  is  worn  through.  Originally,  fays 
Mr.  Sachevereli  here  were  three  noble  globes,  of  white 
marble,  placed  on  three  ftone  bafons,  and  thefe  were 
*  turned  round  ;  but  the  fynod  ordered  them,  and  fixty 
crofles,  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea.  The  prefent  ftones 
are  probably  fubftituted  in  place  of  thefe  globes. 

The  precin£^  of  thefe  tombs  was  held  facred,  and  en- 
joyed the  privileges  of  a  Girth^  or  fanftuary*.  Thefe 
places  of  retreat  were  by  the  ancient  Scotch  law,  not  to 
Ihelter  ind|fcriminately  every  offender,  as  was  the  cafe  in 
more  bigotted  times  in  catholic  countries  :  for  here  all 
atrocious  criminals  were  excluded ;  and  oi^ly  the  unfor- 
tunate delinquent,  of  the  penitent  finner  Ihielded  from  the 
inftant  ftroke  of  rigorous  juftice.  Thfe  laws  are  penned 
with  fuch  humanity  anfl  good  fenie,  that  the  reader  can- 
not be  difpleafed  with  feeing  them  in  their  native  fim- 
plicity  t» 

« Gif  any  fleis  to  H alie  Kirk  moved  with  repentance 

<  confefies  there  that  he  heavilie  finned,  and  for  the  love 
*  of  God  is  come  to  the  houfe  of  God  for  fafetie  of  him- 

<  felf,  he  fall  nocht  tine  life  nor  limme  bot  quhat  be  has 

<  taken  firae  anie  man  he  fall  reftore  iae-meikill  to  him* 

<  and  (all  fatisfie  the  King  according  to  the  law  of  the 
^  countrie. 

*  fordm^  lib.  II.  c   io« 

f  From  th«  Kogitm  majifiatim^ 

«And 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C    «4    1 

<  And  fwa  faO  fwere  upon  the  hali4I  btabtgell  dutt 
^  there-after  he  fidi  never  commit  reif  nor  theift.    jBex, 

*  If  ane  manflayer  takes  himfelf  to  the  immunitie  of 
'  the  Kiri  he  fould  be  admonifled  and  required  to  come 
'  forth  and  prefent  himfelf  to  the  law ;  to  knaw  gif  the 

*  flauchter  was  committed  be  forthocht  felonie  or  mur- 

*  ther. 

^  And  gif  he  be  admonifled  and  will  not  come  forth ; 
.  <  fra  that  time  furth  in  all  time  thereafter  he  fal  be  ba« 

<  nifhed  and  exiled  as  ane  committer  of  murther  and 

<  fbrediocht  felonie ;  keep  and  refervand  to  him  the  im- 
« munitie  of  the  kirk  to  the  whilk  he  take  himfelf/  Roi. 
II.  c.  9. 

Particular  care  was  alfo  taken  diat  they  ibould  receive 
no  injury  during  dieir  retreat :  penalties  were  ena£bd  for 
even  ftriking ;  but  for  the  murder  of  any,  ^  The  King  was 
^  to  have  from  the  flayer  twentye  nine  kyes  and  ane  ^xmng 

<  kow;  and  the  o&nder  was  alio  to  affitha  to  the  friends 

<  of  the  defund  conforme  to  the  laws  of  the  cuntrie. 

mi.  c.  S. 

The  cathedral  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  this  inclofure : 
is  in  the  form  of  a  crofs.  The  length  from  eaft  to  weft 
is  a  himdred  and  fifteeil  feet.  The  breadth  twenty  three. 
The  length  of  the  traniept  feventy.  Over  the  centre  is  a 
handfome  tower :  on  each  of  which  is  a  window  with 
ftone  work  of  different  forms  in  every  one. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancd  are  fome  Gothic 
arches  fupported  by  pUIars,  nine  feet  eight  inches  bigh^ 
including  the  capitals  ;  and  eight  feet  nine  inches  in  cir- 
cumference. The  capitals  are  quite  peculiar^  car\'ed 
round  with  various  fuperflitious  figures  i  9inoog  others  is 
an  angel  weighing  of  fouls« 

The 
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The  altar  was  of  white  marble  veined  with  grey,  and 
is  vulgarty  iiippofed  to  have  reached  from  fide  to  fide  of 
the  chancel :  but  Mr.  Sacbevirtl  *,  who  law  it  wlien  al- 
moft  entirci  aflures  us,  that  the  fize  was  fix  feet  by 
four. 

The  demolition  of  this  ftone  was  owing  to  the  belief  of 
the  fuperftitiott^ ;  who  were  of  opinion,  that  a  piece  of  it 
conveyed  to  the  pofleiTor  fuccefs  in  whatever  he  under^ 
took.  A  Yttj  fmall  portion  is  now  left  ;  and  even  dut 
we  contributed  to  diminifli. 

Near  the  altar  is  the  tomb  of  the  abbot  Mac^kimmu. 
His  figure  lies  recumbent,  with  this  infcription  round  the 
margin :  Hie  jacgt  Jckznncs  Mac-Fingone  aUas  de  Hy, 
fui  oUit  ann$  Domini  ABlUfimo  quingmteJiiM  cujus  animm 
propittitmr'DnJJt  akiffinuis.    Amen. 

On  the  other  fide  is  the  tomb  and-figure  of  Abbot 
Kenneth. 

On  the  floor  is  the  effigy  of  an  armed  knightf  with  % 
wfailk  by  his  fide,  as  if  he  juft  had  returned  from  the 
feaft  of  Ihells  in  the  hall  of  Fingal. 

All  the  tombs  lie  eaft  and  weft ;  the  head  to  the  weft; 
probably  from  a  fuperftition  that  at  the  general  reiurrec* 
tion,  they  may  rife  with  their  faces  to  the  eaft.         \ 

It  is  difficult  to  fiiy  when  the  prefent  church  was  built : 
if  we  may  credit  Beethius^  it  was  rebuilt  by  MaUmnus^ 
in  die  fevendi  century,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  former. 
But  the  prefent  ftru£kure  is  fiur  too  magnificent  for  that 
age«  Moft  of  the  walls  are  built  with  red  granite  from 
die  Nuns  IJle  in  the  found. 

From  the  fouth  eaft  corner  are  two  parallel  walls  about 
twelve  feet  high,  and  ten  feet  diftant  from  each  other.  At 

•  P.  i3«. 
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prefent  diey  are  called  Dorus  tragij  or  the  door  to  die 
Ihore :  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  continued  from  th« 
cathedral  to  the  iea,  to. have  been  roofed,  and  to  have 
formed  a  covered  gallery  the  whole  way. 

In  the  church  yard  is  a  fine  crofs,  fourteen  feet  high, 
two  feet  two  inches  broad,  and  ten  inches  thick,  made 
of  a  fmgle  piece  of  red  granite.  The  pedeftal  is  three 
feet  high. 

Near  the  fouth  eaft  end  is  Afary^s  chapel.  Befides 
this,  we  are  informed,  that  there  were  feveral  others 
founded  by  the  Scottijb  monarchs,  and  the  Reguli  of  the 
iUes*. 

The  monaftery  lies  behind  the  cathedral.  It  is  in  a 
moft  ruinous  ftate )  a  fmall  remnant  of  a  cloifter  is  left. 
In  a  corner  are  fome  black  jftones,  held/o  iacred,  but  for 
what  reafon  I  am  ignorant,  that  it  was  cuftomary  to 
fwear  by  them :  perhaps  from  their  being  neighbours  to 
the  tutelar  faint,  whofe  grave  is  almoft  adjacent. 

Boetbiut  *  gives  this  monaftery  an  earlier  antiquity 
than  perhaps  it  can  juftly  claim.  He  fays,  that  after  the 
defeat  of  the  ScotSy  at  the  battle  of  Munda^  A.  D.  379, 
the  furvivors  with  all  religious  fled  to  this  iiland  s  and 
were  the  original  founders  of  this  houfe.  But  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  venerable  Bede  is  much  more  pro- 
bable, that  St.  Columba  was  the  original  founder. 
*  North  of  the  monaftery  are  the  remains  of  the  bifhop's 
houfe  ;  the  refidence  of  the  bilhops  of  the  ifles  after  the 
ifle  of  Man  was  feparated  from  them.  This  event  hap- 
pened in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  On  their  arrival  the  abbots 
permitted  to  them  the  ufe  of  their  church,^  for  tiiey  never 

•  Bucbanan^  lib.  I.  c.  37.  Dmh  of  theiflct,  19, 
+  Lib.  vi.  p.  108,  109. 
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had  a  cajthqdral  of  their  own,  except  that  in  the  i/!e  of 
Man.  During  the  time  of  the  Norviegian  reign,  which 
lafted  ■  near  two  hundred  years,  the  bifliops  were  chofea 
without  refpeft  of  country,  for  we  find  French^  Norwegiariy 
EngUjby  and  Scotch  among  the  prelates ;  and  they  were 
generally,  but  not  always,  confefcrated' at  Drontheim.  . 
This  fee  was  endowed  \yith  •  thirteen  iflands ;  but  fome 
.of  them  were  forced  from  them  by  the  tyranny  of  fome  of 
the  little  chieftains;  thus,  for  example,  Rafa^  as  the 
honeft  Dean  fays,  was  pertaining;  to  Mac-Gyllychallan  by 
the  fword,  and  to  Ae  blfliop  of  the  ifles  by  heritage. 

Proceed  on  our  walk.  To  the  weft  of  the  convent  is 
the  abbot's  mount,  overlooking  the  whole.  Beneath  feem 
,to  have  b^n  the  gardens,  once  well  cultivated,  for  we 
are  told  that  the  monks  tranfplanted  from  other  places 
herbs  both  efculent  and  medicinal. 

Beyond  the  mount  are  the  ruids  of  a  kilti,  and  a 
jgranary :  and  near  it  was  the  mill.  The  lake  or  pool 
that  ferved  ^t  lay  behind  ;  it  is  now  drained,  and  is  the 
turbery,  the  fuel  of  the  natives :  it  appears  to  have  been 
once  divided,  for  along  the  middle  runs  a  raifed  way, 
pointing  to  the  hills.,  They  negleft  at  prefent  the  con- 
venieocy  of  a  mill,  and  ufe  only  querns. 

North  from  the  granary  extends  a  narrow  flat,  with  a 
double  dike  ^nd  fofs  on  one  fide,  and  a  fingle  dike  on  the 
other.  At  the  end  is  a  fquare  containing  a  cairn  and  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ftone  dike.  This  is  called  a  burial  place  : 
it  muft  have  been  in  very  early  times  cotemporary  with 
other  cairns,  perhaps  in  the  days  of  Druidi/m,  For 
biihop  Pocock  mentions,  that  he  had  feen  two  ftones  feven 
feet  high,  with  a  third  laid  acrofs  on  their  tops,  an  evident 

'^'  The  Dean. 

**B  Crmleh; 
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Cromleh ':  he  alfo  adds,  that  the  Irijb  name  of  the  iflaDd 
was  Inijb  Drunijh  ;  which  agrees  with  the  accoaot  I  have 
fomewhere  read,  that  Jona  had  been  the  feat  of  Druids 
expelled  by  Columba^  who  found  them  there. 

Before  t  quit  this  height,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
whole  of  their  religious  buildings  were  covered  on  the 
north  fide  by  dikes,  as  a  proteflion  from  the  northern 
invaders,  who  paid  little  regard  to  the  fan£tity  of  their 
charafters. 

At  prefent,  this  once  celebrated  feat  of  learning  is  defti- 
tute  of  even  a  fchoolmafier ;  and  this  feminary  of  holy 
men  wants  even  a  minifter  to  aflill  them  in  the  common 
duties  of  religion. 

Crofs  the  ifland  over  a  moft  fertile  elevated  tra£l  to  the 
fouth  weft  fide,  to  vifit  the  landing  place  of  St.  Columba ; 
a  (mall  bay,  with  a  pebbly  beach,  mixed  with  variety  of 
pretty  ftones,  fuch  as  violet-coloured  Quartz,  Nephrtt'ic 
Hones,  and  fragments  of  porphyry,  granite  and  ZtBIHz 
marble :  a  vaft  traA  ne&r  this  place  was  covered  with 
heaps  of  Aones,  of  unequal  fizes  ;  thefe,  as  is  faid, 
were  the  penances  of  monks,  who  were  to  raife  heaps  of 
dimenfions  equal  to  their  crimes  :  and  to  judge  by  fome, 
it  is  no  breach  of  charity  to  think  there  were  among  them 
enormous  finners. 

The  traveller  muft  not  negleft  to  afcend  the  hill  of 
Dun-ii ;  from  whofe  fummit  is  a  moft  pifturefque  view  of 
the  long  chain  of  little  illands,  neighbours  to  this  ;  of  the 
long  low  ifles  of  Col  and  Tir-I  to  the  weft ;  and  the  vaft 
height  of  Rum  and  Skie  to  the  north. 

At  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  firft  fair 
wind  we  yet  had,  fet  fail  for  the  found  :  the  view  of 
Jona^  its  cluftercd  town,  the  great  ruins,  and  the  fer- 
tility 
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tiliry  of  the  ground,  were  fine  contrails,  in  onr  pi^Ilage  to 
the  red  granite  rocks  of  the  barren  Mull. 

Loch'Screbarif  in  Mull^  foon  opens  to  our  view.  After 
palling  a  cape,  placed  in  our  maps  far  too  projedingly,  fee 
Lochin-a-Gaal ;  a  deep  bay,  with  the  ifles  oiUlva  and 
Cometra  in  its  mouth. 

On  the  weft  appears  the  beautiful  groupe  of  the 
Treajbunifb  ifles*.  Ncarcft  lies  Staffa,  a  new  giant's 
caufeway,  rifing  amidft  the  waves  ;  but  with  columns  of 
double  the  height  of  that  in  Ireland  \  gloflfy  and  refplea- 
dent,  from  the  beams  of  the  eaftern  fun.  Their  greateft 
height  was  at  the  fouthern  point  of  the  ifle,  of  which  they 
feemed  the  fupport.  They  decreafed  in  height  in  pro- 
portion as  they  advanced  along  that  facevpf  Staff^a 
oppofed  to  us,  or  the  eaftern  iide^.  at  length  appeared 
loft  in  the  formlefs  ftrata  :  and  the  reft  of  the  ifland  that 
appeared  to  us  was  formed  of  flopes  to  the  water  edge,  or 
of  rude  but  not  lofty  precipices.  Over  part  of  the  ifle,  on 
the  weftem  fide,  was  plainly  to  be.  feen  a  vaft  precipice, 
feemingly  columnar,  like  the  preceding.  I  wiihed  to  make 
a  nearer  approach,  but  the  prudence  of  Mr.  Thompfon^ 
who  was  unwilling  to  venture  in  thefe  rocky  feas,  pre- 
vented my  farther  fearch  of  this'  wondrous  ifle :  I  could 
do  no  more  than  caufe  an  accurate  view  to  be  taken  of  its 
eaftern  fide,  and  of  thofe  of  the  other  piflurefque  iflands 
then  in  fight.  But  it  is  a  great  confolation  to  me,  as  well 
as  to  the  public,  that  I  am  able  to  fay,  Fbtft  drin  yalerick 
Dwuldom  praftrdd  mirpujb. 

*  Theft  are  moft  erroneoufly  placed  in  the  maps,  a  very  con- 
fiderabk  diflancc  too  far  to  the  North, 
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Aeccunt  of  Staffa,  communicated  to  Mr.  Penhant  fy 
Joseph  Banks,  E/q. 

"  In  the  found  of  MuU  we  caine  to  anchor,  on  the 
Morvern  fide,  oppofite  to  a  gentleman's  hoafe,  called 
Drumnen  :  the  owner  of  it,  Mr.  MacUanf,  having  found 
out  who  we  were.  Very  cordially  aflced  us  afiiore :  we  ac- 
cepted his  invitatbn,  and  arrived  at  his  houfe ;  where 
we  met  an  Englifb  gentleman,  Mn  Leach*,  who  no 
fooner  faw  «8  than  he  told  tis,  that  about  nine  lea^|;ues 
from  us  was  an  ifland  where  he  believed  no  one  even  in 
the  highlands  had  been  f,  on  which  were  pillars  like  thofe 
of  the  Cianfs'Cau/eway :  this  was  a  great  objeA  to  me 
who  had  wifhed  to  have  feen  the  caufeway  itfelf,  would 
time  have  allowed  :  'I  therefore  refolved  to  proceed  di* 
reAly,  efpecially  as  it  was  juft  in  the  way  to  the  C^bmb* 
kill ;  accordingly  haying  put  up  two  days  provifions,  and 
my  litile  tent,  we  put  off  in  the  boat  about  one  o'clock  for 
our  intended  voyage,  having  ordered  the  ihip  to  Wait  fOr 
us  in  Tohirmorey  a  very  fine  harbour  on  the  MuilMc. 

*^  At  nine  o'clock,  after  a  tedious  pafliqge^  haTing  had 
not  a  breath  of  wind,  we  arrived,  tinder  the  direAion  of 
!Mr.  Maclean^s  fon,  and  Mr.  Leach.  It  was  too  dark  to 
fee  any  .thing,  fo  we  carried  oar  tent  and  bs^age  near  the 
only  houfe  upon  the  ifland,  and  bfcgan  to  cook  o«r  fup- 

•  I  cannot  but  exprefs  the  obligations  I  have  to  this  gentleman 
for  his  f  cry  kind  intentions  of  informing  me  of  this  matchlefs  cu- 
riofiry  ;  for  I  am  informed  that  he  purfued  me  in  a  boat  for  tvro 
miles,  to  acquaint  me  with  what  he  had  obferved  :  but  unfortunately 
for^me,  we  out-fhiled  his  liberal  intention. 

f  When  I  lay  in  the  found  of  Jbtm,  t^o  gentlemen  from  the 
ide  of  Mullj  and  whofe  fcttlements  were  there,  feemed  to  Jcnow  no- 
thing of  this  place )  at  lead  t}.cy  never  mentioned  it  as  any  thing 
wondeifui. 
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per$,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  earlieft  dawn,  to 
epjoy  that  which  from  the  converfatioa  of  the  gentlemen 
we  had  now  raifed  the  higheft  expeAations  of. 
^  "  The  impatience  which  every  body  felt  to  'fee  the 
%VoDders  we  had  heard  fo  largely  defcribed,  prevented  our 
morDing's  reft ;  every  one  was  up  and  in  motion  before  the 
break  of  day,  and  with  the  firft  light  arrived  at  the  S.  W. 
part  of  the  ifland,  the  feat  of  the  moft  remarkable  pillars ; 
where  we  no  foonef  arrived  than  we  werc^ruck  with  a 
fcene  of  magnificence  which  exceeded  our  expe£lation$» 
though  formed,  as  we  thought,  upon  the  moft  fanguine 
foundations :  the  whole  of  that  end  of  the  ifland  fup- 
ported  by  ranges  of  natural  pHlars,  moftly  above  50  feet 
ibigh,  ftanding  In  natural  colonnades,  according  as  the  bays 
or  points  of  land  formed  themfelves  :  upon  i  firm  bafis  of 
folid  unformed  rock,  above  thefe,  the  ftratum  which  reaches 
to  the  foil  or  furface  of  the  illand,  varied  in  thicknefe,  as 
t^e  ifland  itfeif  formed  into  hills  or  vallies  ;  each  bill, 
which  hung  over  the  columns  below,  forming  an  ample 
pediment ;  fome  of  thefe  above  60  feet  in  thicknefs,  from 
the  bafe  to  the  point,  formed  by  the  floping  of  the  hill  on 
each  fide,  almoft  into  the  fhape  of  thofe  ufed  in  arch^- 
teAure. 

"  Compared  to  this  what  are  the  cathedrals  or  the 
palaces  built  by  man !  mere  models  or  playthings,  imi- 
tations as  diminutive  as  his  works  will  always  be  when 
compared  to  thofe  of  nature.  Where  is  now  the  boaft  of 
the  architect?  Regularity,  the  only  part  in  which  he 
fancied  himfelf  to  exceed  his  miftrefs.  Nature,  is  here 
fojind  in  her  pofteilion,  and  here  it  has  been  for  ages 
undcfaibed  *.  Is  not  this  the  fchool  where  the  art  was 
B  3  originally 

*  Staffa  is  tak^n  notice  of  by  Buchanan^  but  in  the  flighted  man- 
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origioally  (ludied,  aod  what  had  been  added  to  this  by 
the  whole  Grecian  fchool  ?  a  capital  to  ornament  the 
column  of  nature,  of  which  they  could  execute  only  a 
model ;  and  for  that  very  capital  they  were  obliged  to  a 
bu(h  of  Acanthus :  how  amply  does  nature  repay  thofe 
who  Audy  her  wonderful  works  ! 

"  With  our  minds  full  of  fuch  refleftions  we  proceeded 
along  the  (hore,  treading  upon  another  Cianfs  Caufeway^ 
every  ftone  being  regularly  formed  into  a  certain  number 
of  fides  and  angles,  till  in  a  fliort  time  we  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  a  cave,  the  mod  magnificent,  I  fuppofe,  that 
has  ever  been  defcj:ibed  by  travellers. 

^*  The  mind  can  hardly  form  an  idea  more  magnificent 
than  fuch  a  fpace,  fupported  on  each  fide  by  ranges  of  co- 
lumns ;  and  roofed  by  the  bottoms  of  thofe,  which  have 
been  broke  off  in  order  to  form  it  \  between  the  angles  of 
which  a  yellow  ftalagmitic  matter  has  exuded,  which 
ferves  to  define  the  angles  precifely  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
vary  the  colour  with  a  great  deal  of  elegance ;  and  to  render 
it  fiill  more  agreeable,  the  whole  is  lighted  from  without ;, 
{o  that  the  fartheft  extremity  is  very  plainly  feen  from 
without,  and  the  air  within  being  sfgitated  by  the  flux  and 
reflux  of  the  tides,  is  perfe^ly  dry  and  wholcfome,  firee 
entirely  from  the  damp  vapours  with  which  natural  a- 
verns  in  general  abound. 

*^  We  a(ked  the  name  of  it :  faid  our  guide,  the  cave 
of  Fiubn  ;  what  is  Fiuhn  ?  faid  we,  Tiuhn  Mac  Coid^  whom 
the  tranflator  o(  OJJian's  works  has  called  Fingal.    How 

ner  $  and  among  the  thoufands  who  hare  navigated  thefe  ieas,  none 
have  paid  the  leaft  attentiun  to  its  grand  and  ftriking  charaAeriftic, 
till  this  prefcnt  year. 

This  ifland  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Laucblaa  MaC'^uwie^  of  Uhm^ 
ami  is  now  to  be  diipofed  of. 

fortunate 
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fertuoate  that  la  this  cave  we  (hould  meet  with  the  re- 
nembraoce  of  that  chief»  whofe  exideDce,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  whole  Epic  poem,  is  aJmoft  doubted  in  England. 

•'  Eno.ugh  for  the  beauties  of  St'afa  ;  1  (hall  now  pro*- 
Cfied  to  deicribe  it  and  its  produ£tions  more  phiiofo-. 
phically : 

"  The  little  ifland  of  Stafa  lies  on  the  weft  ppaft  of 
Mull,  about  three  leagues  N.  £.  from  Jona,  or  the  Co* 
lunib  Kill:  its  greatel^  length   is  about  an  EngHJb  mile, 
and  its  breadth  about  half  a  one.     On  the  weft  fide  of  the 
ifland  is  a  fmall  bay,  where  boats  generally  land :   a  little 
to  the  fouthward  of  which  the  firft  appearance  of  pillars 
is  to  be  obferved  ;  they  are  fmall,  and  inftead  of  being 
placed  upright,  lie  down  on  their  fides,  each  forming  a 
fegment  of  a  circle  :  from  thence  you  pafs  a  fmall  cave, 
above  whidi/  the  pillars  now  grown  a  little  larger,  arc 
ijndiQing  in  all  directions :   in  one   place  in  particular  a 
fmall  mafs  of  them  very  much  refembles  the  ribs  of  a  (hip* : 
frpm  hence  having  pafled  the  cave,  which  if  it  is  not  low 
water,  you  muft  do  in  a  boat,  you  come  to  the  firft  Fange3 
of  piilars,  which  are  ftill  not  above  half  as  large  as  thofe 
a  little  beyond.    Over  againft  this  place  is  a  fmaU  ifland* 
called  ia  Erfsy  Bao-Jba-la^  feparated  from  the  main,  by  z 
channel  not  many  fathoms  wide ;   this  whole  ifland  is 
compofed  of  pillars  without  any  ftratum  above  them  ;  they 
ate  flill  fmall,  but  by  much  the  neateft  formed  of  any 
.about  the  place. 

*  The  Gittni^s  Caufe<waj\kZ%h%  bending  pillars;  but  I  imagine 
them  to  be  very  different  from  thefe.  Thofe  I  ^w  were  ereA,  and 
ran  along  the  face  of  a  high  cliff,  bent  ftrangel  j  in  their  middle,  aa 
if  unable,  at  their  original  formation,  while  in  a  foft  ftate,tofupport 
the  maft  of  iacuxribent  earth  that  pre(Rd  on  them. 
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"  The  firil  divifion  of  the  ifland,  fof-  at  Hgh  water  h 
IS  divided  intotwo,  makes  a  kind  of  a  cone,  the  pillars 
converging  together  towards  the  centre :  on  the  other, 
they  are  in  general  laid  down  flat,  and  in  the  front  next 
to  the  main,  you  fee  how  beautifbUy  they  arc  packed  to- 
gether ;  their  ends  coming  out  fquare  with  the  bank  which 
they  form  :  all  thefe  have  their  tranfverfe  fcftions  cxaft, 
and  their  furfaces  fmooth,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
with  the  large  ones,  which  are  cracked  in  all  direftions. 
I  muth  queftion,  however,  if  any  one  of  this  whole  ifland 
of  BoO'Jhala,  is  two  feet  in  diameter. 

**  The  main  ifland  oppofite  to  Boo-Jba-la  and  farther 
towards  the  N.  W.  is  fupportcd  by  ranges  of  pillars  pretty 
creft,  and,  though  not  tall  (as  they  are  not  uncovered  to 
the  bafe),  of  large  diameters ;  and  at  their  feet  is  an  irre- 
gular pavement,  made  by  the  upper  fides  of  fuch  as  have 
been  broken  ofT,  which  extends  as  far  under  water  as  the 
eye  can  reach.  Here  the  forms  of  the  pillars  are  appa- 
rent ;  thefe  are  of  three,  four,  five,  fix  and  fevcn  fides  ; 
but  the  numbers  of  five  and  fix  are  by  much  the  moft 
prevalent.  The  largeft  I  meafured  was  of  fev'en  ;  it  was 
four  feet  five  inches  in  diameter.  I  ftiall  give  the  mea- 
furcment  of  its  fides,  and  thofe  of  fome  other  forms  which 
I  met  with  : 


Mo.i.4fidesdiam.ift. 
Ft.  In. 
Side  115 

5  in. 

No.  2. 

5iide8diam^2fc.  loio 
I     I  10 

a    I    I 

2     I  10 

3    I    6 

3  I     5 

4  »     7f 

5  I     8 

Np. 
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No.  3. 6  fides  diam.  3  ft.  6  in.  No.  4.  7  fides  diam.  4ft. 5*111. 
I     o  10  .  1     2  10 

.222  224 

322  3  I  10  . 

4  I  II  420 

522  S  I  « 

629  616 

7  I  3 

^'  The  furfaces  of  thefe  large  pillars  ia  general  are 

rough  and  uneven,  full  of  cracks  in  all  directions ;  the 

tranfverfe  figures  in  the  upright  ones  never  fail  to  run  in 

their  true  direftions  :  the  furfaces  upon  which  we  walked 

were  often  flat,  having  neither  concavity  nor  convexity : 

the  larger  number  however  were  concave,  though  fome 

were  very  evidently  convex ;  in  fome  places  the  interftices 

within  the  perpendicular  figures  were  filled  up  with  a 

yellow  fpar :  in  one  place  a  vein  pafled  in  among  the  mafs 

of  pillars,  carrying  here  and  there  fmall  threads  of  fpar. 

Though   they  were  broken   and  cracked   through  and 

t]irough  in  all  direClions,  yet  their  perpendicular  figures 

might  eafily  be  traced :  from  whence  it  is  eafy  to  infer, 

that  whatever  the  accident  might  have  1)een,  that  caufed 

the  diflocation,  it  happened  after  the  formation  of  the 

pillars. 

"  From  hence  proceeding  along  fliorc,  you  arrive  at 
"pingats  cave:  its  dimenfions  though  I  have  given,  I 
^aUWe  again  repeat  in  the  form  of  a  table: 


^J  Length 
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Ft. 

Im 

371 

€ 

250 

0 

S3 

7 

20 

0 

n? 

6 

70 

0 

39 

6 

54 

0 

18 

0 

9 

0 

.  E. 

by 

•'  Length  of  the  cave  from  the  rock  withoolA 

From  the  pitch  of  the  arch. 
Breadth  of  dictOy  at  the  mouthy 

At  the  farther  end,  -  "- 

Height  of  the  arch  at  the  moatb. 

At  the  cad,  ,  -  • 

Height  of  aa  outfide  pillar. 

Of  one  at  the  N.  W.  corner, 
Pepih  of  water  at  the  mouth. 

At  the  bottom,  ... 

The  cave  runs  }nto  the  rock  in  the  direftion  of  N. 
E.  by  the  cpmpafs. 

"  Proceeding  farther  to  the  N.  W.  you  meet  with  the 
bigheft  ranges  of  pillars,  the  magnificent  appearance  of 
which  is  pad  all  defcription:  here  they  are  bare  to 
their  very  foafis,  and  the  ftratum  below  them  is  alfo  ?i- 
fiblc ;  in  a  fliort  time  it  rifes  many  fcet  above  the  water, 
and  gives  an  opportunity  of  examining  hs  quality.  Its 
furface  rough,  and  has  often  large  lumps  of  (lone  flicking 
in  it,  as  if  half  immerfed  ;  itfelf,  when  broken  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  thoufand  heterogeneous  parts,/ which  together 
have  very  much  the  appearaqce  of  a  l^va  ;  and  the  more 
fo  as  many  of  the  lumps  appear  to  be  of  the  very  fame 
jQone  of  which  the  pillars  are  formed :  this  whole  flratum 
lies  in  an  inclined  pofition,  dipping  gradually  towards  the 
S.  £.  Aa  hereabouts  is  the  fituation  of  the  higheft  pil- 
lars, I  (hall  mention  my  meafurementS  of  them  and  the 
different  ilrata  in  this  place,  premifing  that  the  meafure- 
ments  were  made  with  a  line,  held  in  the  hand  of  a  per- 
fon  who  flood  at  the  top  of  a  cliff,  and  reaching  to  the 
bottom,  to  the  lower  end  of  which  was  tied  a  white 
.mark,  which  was  obfer,ved  by  one  who  flaid  below  for 

the  - 
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the  purpofe :  when  this  mark  was  fet  oflT  from  the  water, 
the  perfon  below  noted  it  down,  ,and  made  iignal  to  him 
above,  who  made  their  a  mark  m  his  rope:  whenever 
this  mark  pafleda  notable  place,  the  fame  Cgnal  was  made, 
and  the  name  of  the  place  noted  down  as  before :  the  line 
being  all  hauled  up,  and  the  diftances  between  the  marks 
meafured  and  noted  down,  gave,  when  compared  with 
the  book  kept  below,  the  diftances,  as  for  inftance  in  the 
cave :  « 

*^  No.  I.  in  the  book  below,  was  called  from  the  water 
to  the  foot  of  the  firft  pillar  in  the  book  above ;  No.  i. 
gave  36  feet  8  inches,  the  higheft  of  that  afcent,  which 
was  compofed  of  broken  pillars. 

No.  I.  Pillar  at  the  weft  corner  of  FingaPs  cave* 

Ft.  In. 

1  From  the  water  to  the  foot  of  the  pillar, 

2  Hdght  of  the  pillar,  -  - 

3  Stratum  above  the  pillar* 

No.  2.  FingaPs  cave. 

1  From  the  water  to  the  foot  of  the  pillar, 

2  Height  of  the  pillar, 

3  From  the.  top  of  the  pillar  to  the  top  of  the 

arch,        -  -  •  - 

4  Thicknefs  of  the  ftratum  above 
By  adding  together  the  three  firft  meafurements, 

we  got  the  height  of  the  arch  from  the  water,  117    6 

No.  3,  Corner  pillar  to  the  weftward  of  FingaPs  cave. 
Stratum  below  the  pillar  of  Lava  like  matter,         1 1     o 
Length  of  the  pillar,         -  -  -        .     54    o 

Stratum  above  the  pillar,  -  ;  61     6 

Noi  4. 
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notVier  pillar  t<7 
«  pUlar, 


I 


V 


\ 


^er  pillar  farther  to  the  WeflwaW 
»^«  pillar,  .  %^ 

liar,  ^  _ 


»  all  dire<^\        ^Nx  ^ 


»    abov«  the  pillars,    which    ,s 
nj^y  the  fiune,     conCniag  of 
«lmg  and  Lncliniog  in  -"  -«-— ^ 
ly  that  the  ftones  can  o« 
aflTume  a  columnar  form  ;    j 
er  breaking  into,    or  difturb 
ars,   whofe  tops  every  where 
*  Jioe. 

"^o^v  along  ftwre.  round  the 
arrive  at  0«a  na/carv^,  qr  tt 
ftratum  under  the  pillars  i^ 
■s  above  it  are  confiderabl  ^       ^-^ 
>d  of  ebeioand.  but  ftiU  "^    r^ 


— -«-    i 

piUars    (Vv  i  ^-y^  - 

^«<»  this  bay     ., 

*   *^d  t. 


V%t. 


occur  tiil  yoahxfe  ptlTed  round  the  S«  £•  eod  of  tlie 
ifland  (a  fpace  almoft  as  large  as  that  occo^ed  by  the  pU« 
lars),  Mrfiich  you  meet  again  on  the  Weft  fick,  beginamg 
to  form  thcflifthres  irregularly,  as  if  the  ftratum  had  an  ia- 
dioatiOD  to  that  form,  and  foon  arrive  at  the  bending  {mL- 
lars  ti^here  I  began. 

*'  The  ftone  of  which  the  pillars  are  formed,  is  a  coarfe 
kind  of  Bafahes,  very  nmch  refembting  the  Giani^s  Cavjc*'  . 
noi^  in  Ireland^  though  none  of  them  are  near  fo  neat  as 
the  fpecimens  of  the  latter,  which  I  have  feen  at  the  Bri- 
tijb  Mufeum;  owing  chiefly  to  the  color,  which  in  ours 
is  a  dirty  brown,  in  the  Jr^  a  fine  black :  indeed  the 
whole  produ6lion  feems  very  much  to  refemble  the  Ciant*^ 
Caufirway ;  with  which  I  would  willingly  compare  it,  had 
I  any  account  of  the  former  before  me*," 

Vifit,  fays  Mr.  Pennant,  a  high  bill,  called  Briii' 
whawly  in  Sky ^  about*  a  mile  South  of  Taly/iir^  hav- 
ing in  the  front  ^a  fine  ieries  of  genuine  balfatic  co- 
lumus,  refembling  the  Giant's  Caujeway  :*  the  pillars 
were  above  twenty  feet  high,  confifling  of  four,  five 
add  fix  aag^,  but  moftly  of  five :  the  columns  lefs  fre- 
quently jointed  than  thofe  of  the  Iri/b ;  t^e  joints  being  at 
great  and  unequal!  diftances,  but  the  m^ority  are  entire : 
even  thofe  that  are  jointed  are  lefs  co&cave  and  convex  on 
their  'oppolke  furface  than  the  eolumns  of  the  former. 
The'ftratum  that  refidd  on  this  colonnade  was  very  irregu- 
lar and  ihattery,  yet  feeoied  to  make  fome  effort  at  form. 
The  ruins  of  the  columns  at  the  bale  made  a  grand  ap* 
pearance:  thefe  were  the  ruins  of  the  creation:  thofe  of 

"^  As  this  account  is  copied  from  Mr.  Banh's  j«iirna]>  I  take  the 
liberty  of  faying  (what  'by  this  time  that  gentleman  is  well  ac- 
quainted with)  that  St^a  it  a  genuine  mafs  of  BafaJiis,  or  Ciani*j 
CoMfiwaj  I  but  ID  moft  refpeat  fuperior  to  the  Iri/b  in  grandeur. 
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atkce  from  thefe  on  the  flope  of  a^ 
»ds  entirely  formed  o^f  the  cops  o^X 
^»en  acid  dofe  fct,    £onaiae»  ''V'^ 


•-  <Buurciy  rorined  ot  the  cops 
«ven  acid  dofe  fee,    £orgaiae»  r 
:  beauty  and  curiofity.       This  »^C%, 


the 


*  I  am  acquaiated   wicli  j 

nainions.  aU  running  f«,a,  SoaV>^  ^ 

aian:  the  r;;^^*»-  .^__  ^  ^<Ls.^^1 


-««»««i8,  au  runQin^  from  S 

dian  ,   the  CiahtU  Canfiruf^j, 

the  rock  HusnSla  about   r 

nally  the  column  <}£  Briis-mAc 

probabUity  conceal  cfae  loa 


-5'-   KlLDA  or  HiRT,   ly  J 

^^efe  Names.U  taken  fix«n  on 
»«>m  him  the  large  Well  r^^^ 
^"■'a  U  taken  from  the  .^^ 

*  "gnifies  Ur^ft-    thU  iQe.^^^ 

^':  »n  a  map  he  made  o.  ^^^  V><C^^ 

f^;   itistheremote^^^^'^^  V>      ^ 

^     It  i,abo«  two  n,S^  1:H>*N^^^ 

•  "  »8  faced  all  r^„>:.  ^'^^    ?^      H    '       Nt^^ 


S 


?••   •       -  ~«-  >ciaoteL 
At  wabottt  two  mlV 

-1»    thoU: 
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ifland.  There  are  federal  Fotintains  of  good  water  on 
each  fide  this  ifle.  The  corn  produced  here  is  oats  and 
barley,  the  latter  is  the  largeft  iq  the  weftero  ifles« 

There  is  an  ancieat  Fort,  on  the  South-end  of  the  bay, 
called  Dun-JirVolg^  i.  e.  the  Fort  of  the  Voffcij,  this  is 
the  feirfe  pot  upon  the  word  by  the  Antiquaries  of  the  op« 
pofite  iflcs  of  Uift. 

The  Ifle  Soa^  is  near  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  Weft" 
fide  of  St.  SUda ;  it  is  a  mile  in  circumference,  yery  high^ 
and  fleep  ail  round.  Borera  lies  above  two  leagues  N.  of 
St.  Kilddy  it  is  near  a  mile  in  circumference,  the  moft  of 
it  furrounded  with  a  high  rock  ;  the  largeft  and  the  two 
leflfer  ifles  are  good  for  pafturage,  and  abound  with  a  pro* 
digious  number  of  fea-fowl ;  from  March  till  September^ 
the  Solan  Gecfe  are  very  numerous  here,  in  fo  much  that 
the  inhabitants  commonly  ]^eep  yearly  above  twenty  thou* 
£ind  young  and  old  in  their  little  ftone  houfes,  of  which 
there  are  fome  hundreds  for  preferving  their  fowls,  eggs^ 
Vc.  They  ufe  no  fait  for  preferving  their  fowl ;  the  eggs 
of  the  fea  wild-fowl  are  preferved  fome  months  in  the 
aflies  of  peats,  and  are  aftringeat  to  fuch  as  are  not  accuf- 
tomed  to  eat  them. 

There  is  a  .barren  tribe  of  ^Um  Geefe,  that  keep  always 
together,  and  never  mix  among,  the  reft  that  build  and 
hatch.  The  Solan  Geefe  come  to  thofe  iflands  in  Marcby 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  South-weft  wind  ;  before  their 
coming,  they  fend  a  few  of  their  number,  as  Harbingers 
before  them,  and  when  they  have  made  a  tour  round  th'e 
ifles,  they  return  immediately  to  their  company,  and  in  a 
few  days  after  the  whole  flock  comes  together,  and  flays 
till  September ;  the  natives  make  a  puddings  of  the  fat  of 
this  fowl,  in  the  ftomach  of  it,  and  boil  it  in  their  water- 
gruel,  which  they  call  Brochan,  they  drink  it  iikewife  for 
<         3  removing 
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seffloviag  tli/e  cough  :  ic  is  by  daily  experieoce  fouad  to  be 
an  exceileat  vulnerary. 

The  iahabitants  eat  the  Solan  Goofe-egg  raw,  and  bj 
experience  find  it  to  be  a  good  peAorah  The  SoJan  geefe 
are  daily  maldng  up  their  oeAs  from  March  tUl  September, 
they  make  them  in  the  (helves  of  high  rocjcs,  they  fifh, 
hatch,  and  make  their  nefts  by  turns,  and  they  ao^afs  for 
this  end  a  great  heap  of  grafs,  and  fuch  other  things  as  they 
catch  floating  on  the  water;  the  (leward  of  St.  l^Uia 
told  me  that  they  had  found  a  red  coat  in  a  neft^^  a  bra& 
fun-dial,  and  an  arrow,  and  fome  Mohcc^a  heamz  in  ano*- 
ther  neft.  This  Solan  Goofe  is  believed  to  be  the  (harpcft 
iighted  of  all  fea  fowls,  it  prelerves  five  or  fix  herriogs  in 
its  gorget  entire,  and  carries  them  to  the  neft,  where  it 
fpews  them  out  to  ferve  as  food  to  the  young  ones ;  they 
areobferved  to  go  a  fiftiing  to  feveral  ifles  that  lie  about 
thirty  leagues  diftant,  and  carry  the  fi{h  in  their  gorget  all 
that  way,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Englifli  hooks» 
which  are  found  Aicking  to  the  fifii^bones  in  their  nefts, 
for  the  natives  have  no  fuch  hooks  among  them. 

They  have  another  bird  here  called  Fulmar ;  it  is  a  grqr 
fowl,  about  the  fize  of  a  Moor  hen  \  it  has  a  firong  bill 
with  wide  noftrils;  as  often. as  it  goes  to  fea,  it  is  a  certain 
fign  of  a  wcftern  wind,  for  it  fits  always  on  the  rock,  when 
the  wind  Is  to  blow  from  any  other  quarter.  This  fowl, 
the  natives  fay,  picks  Its  food  out  of  live  whales,  and  that 
it  eatsforrel,  for  both  thofe  forts  of  food  are  found  in  its 
neft.  When  any  one  approaches  the  Fulmar^  it  fpouts  out 
at  its  bill,  about  a  quart  of  pure  oil ;  the  natives  furprife 
the  fowl,  and  preferve  the  oil,  and  burn  it  in  their  lamps ; 
it  is  good  againft  Rheumatick  pains  and  aches  in  the  bones; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  iflcs  value  it  as  a  Catholicon 
for  difeafes;  fome  take  it  for  a  vomit,  o^ers  for  a  purge. 

It 
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tt  has  been  fuccefsfully  ufed  againft  Rheumatick  palos  id 
Edinkurgi,  and  London;  in  the  latter  it  has  been  lately 
nfed  to  afTuage  the  fwelliog  of  a  ftrained  foot,  a  cheek 
fwelled  with  the  tooth-ach,  and  for  difcuiEog  a  hard  boil^ 
and  proved  fuccefsful  in  all  the  three  cafes. 

There  is  plenty  of  cod,  and  ling,  of  a  great  fize,  round 
this  ifle,  the  improvement  of  which  might  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage. 

One  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  IHlda  bein^  fome  time 
ago  wind  bound  in  the  ifle  of  Harries,  was  prevailed  on 
by  fome  of  them  that  traded  to  Glafgow  to  go  thither  with 
them.  He  was  aAoniflied  at  the  length  of  the  voyage, 
and  of  the  great  kingdoms,  as  he  thought  them,  that  is, 
ifles  by  which  they  failed;  the  largeft  in  his  way  did  not 
exceed  twenty-four  miles  in  length,  but  he  confidered  how 
much  they  exceeded  his  own  little  native  country^ 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Glafgow,  he  was  like  one  that  had 
dropt  from  the  clouds  into  a  new  world  ;  whofe  language, 
habit,  &e.  were  in  all  refpefts  new  to  him;  he  never 
imagined  that  fuch  big  houfes  of  flone  were  made  with 
hands ;  and  for  the  pavements  of  the  ftreets,  he  thought 
it  muft  needs  be  altogether  natural ;  for  he  could  not  be«* 
lieve  that  men  would  be  at  the  pains  to  beat  ilones  into 
the  ground  to  walk  upon.  He  flood  dumb  at  the  door 
of  his  lodging  with  the  greateft  admiration :  and  when  he 
faw  a  cdach  and  two  horfes,  he  thought  it  to  be  a  kittle 
houfe  they  were  drawing  at  their  tail,  with  men  in  it; 
but  he  condemned  the  coachman  for  a  fool  to  fit  founeafy, 
for  he  thought  it  fafer  to  fit  on  the  horfe's  back.  The 
mechanifm  of  the  coach^wheel,  and  its  running  about, 
was  the  greateft  of  all  his  wonders. 

When  he  went  through  the  ftreets,  he  dcfired  to  have 

one  to  lead  him  by  the  hand.    Thomas  Rofs  a  merchant, 
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and  others,  that  took  the  diverfion  to  carry  him  tbroirgh 
the  town,  aflced  his  opinion  of  the  high  church  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  that  it  was  a  large  rock,  yet  there  were  fome  ia 
St.  Kilda  much  higher,  but  that  thefe  were  the  beft  caves 
he  ever  faw ;  for  that  was  the  idea  which  he  conceived  of 
the  pillars  and  the  arches  upon  which  the  church  ftands. 
When  they  carried  him  into  the  church,  he  was  yet  more 
furprifed,  and  held  up  his  hands  with  admiration,  won- 
dering how  it  was  poffiWe  for  men  to  build  fuch  a  prodi- 
gious fabric,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  largeft  in  the 
univerfe.  He  could  not  imagine  what  the  pews  were  de- 
figned  for,  and  he  fancied  the  people  that  wore  maflcs  (not 
knowing  whether  they  were  men  or  women)  had  been 
guilty  of  fome  iH  thing,  for  which  they  dared  not  ihcw 
their  faces.  He  was  amazed  at  women's  wearmg  patches, 
and  fancied  them  to  have  been  blifters.  Pendants  feemed 
to  him  the  moft  ridiculous  of  all  things ;  he  condemned 
periwigs  mightily,  and  much  more  the  powder  ufed  in 
them  ;  in  fine,  he  condemned  all  things  as  fuperflnous  that 
he  had  not  feen  in  his  own  country.  He  looked  with  amaze- 
ment on  every  thing  that  was  new  to  him.  When  he  heard 
the  church  bells  ring  he  was  under  a  mighty  conftcrnationj 
as  if  the  fabric  of  the  world  had  been  in  great  difordcr. 
He  did  not  think  there  had  been  fo  many  peopk  in  the 
world,  as  in  the  city  of  Glafgow ;  and  it  was  a  great  myf- 
tery  to  him  to  think  what  they  could  all  defign  by  living 
fo  many  in  one  place.  He  wondered  how  they  could  aH 
bfi  furniftied  with  provifion,  and  when  he  faw  big  loaves, 
he  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  bread,  ftone,  or 
Wood,  He  was  amazed  to  think  how  they  could  be  pro- 
vided \yith  ale,  for  he  never  faw  any  there  that  drank 
water.  He  wondered  how  they  made  them  fine  cloaihs, 
and  to  fee  ftockings  made  without   being  firft  cut,  and 
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rftemrarrfs  fewD,  was  no  fiaall  wonder  W  hitfl.  He 
thonght  it  fooitfli  in  women  to  wttar  thin  fUk?,  as  being  a 
very  improper  habit  fot  fuch  as  pretended  to  any  fort  of 
employment.  When  he  faW  the  women's  feet,  he  judged 
them  t6  be  of  another  ftiape  than  thofe  of  the  men,  be- 
canfe  of  the  difl&rent  fiiape  of  their  fhoes.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  heels  of  (hoes  worn  by  men  or  women; 
and  when  he  obferved  horfes  With  ftioes  on  their  fdet,  and 
feftened  with  iron  n^iis^  he  could  not  forbear  laughing^ 
and  thought  it  the  moft  fidicnlons  thing  that  ever  fell  un- 
der his  obfervarioii.  He  longed  to  fee  his  natite  country 
Jfgain,  and  paflionatdy'  wiffied  h  were  btefled  with  ale* 
brandy,  tobacco  and  iron,  as  Gldfgonv  Was. 

Defiripfion  of  St.  KiLDi,  and  fhe  FoviU  vfhid  frequint 
that  IJland^  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Macaulay. 

On  the  6th  day  of  June  1758,  I  loofed  from  Harris,  a 
part  of  that  large  track  of  land  now  called  the  Long-Ifland^ 
and  formerly  the  weftern  ^buda.  We  fteered  our  courfe 
for  Haw-Skcer,  a  rock  in  the  ocean,  fo  its  name  fignifies 
in  the  Galic  tongue,  lying  at  the  diftance  of  feven  leagued 
from  the  neareft  promontory  of  NorthUill,  to  which  it 
belongs.  As  the  day  was  quite  fultry,  and  Haw-Skeeif 
the  only  refting  place  in  our  way,  and  extremely  romah- 
tic^  the  crew  found  it  convenient  to  reft  a  little  and  divert 
themfelves  there. 

This  rock  is  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  accefTible  in 
a  fingle  place  only,  and  though  almoft  totally  deftitute  of 
grafs,  is  of  fome  confequence  to  the  proprietor,  being  at 
flated  periods  the  conAant  haunt  of  a  prodigious  number 
of  feals,  and  thefe  perhaps  by  much  the  largeft  upon  the 
coaft  of  Scotland.  The  manner  in  which  thefe  fea  animals 
are  hunted  down  in  this  place,  the  feafon  fit  for  that  pro- 
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fitflble  diverCod,  the  ferocity  and  little  ftratagem^oF  thefe 
unweildly  creatures  when  aflaulted,  their  love  dalliances 
upon  other  occalions»  that  violent  fpirit  of  jealoufy  with 
which  they  are  aduated,  if  provoked  by  rivaU ;  rhefe  and 
fome  other  particulars,  are  circumftantially  enough  related 
by  Martin  in  his  defcription  of  the  Weftern  Ifles.  To  his 
account  of  the  matter  I  (hall  only  add,  that  the  fat  of  the 
feais  is  by  the  people,  to  whofe  (hare  that  perquillte  falls, 
converted  now  into  oil  and  fent  to  market.  Bnt  in  that 
writer's^  time,  and  for  ages  immemorial  before,  this,  to- 
gether with  the  fle(h  of  thefe  animals,  was  eaten,  either 
frefli  or  falted ;  and  by  thofe  who  were  ufed  to  it,  was 
accounted  a  pleafant  as  well  as  a  very  falubrious  and  rich 
kind  of  aliment. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  rock,  are  two  remarkably  large 
caves,  of  a  confiderable  height :  To  thefe  a  vaft  multi- 
tude of  feacormorants  retire  every  evening.  Here  likewife 
they  lay  their  eggs  and  fofter  their  young.  The  method 
praftifcd  by  the  iflanders  for- catching  fowls  of  this  kind, 
while  fecured  within  fuch  faftnefles,  is  far  from  being  in\ 
curious,  though  abundantly  fimple ;  nor  is  the  paftime  at 
all  difagrceable.  A  band  of  young  fellows  make  a  party, 
and  after  having  provided  themfelves  with  a  quantity  of 
flraw  or  heath,  creep  with  great  caution  to  the  mouth  of 
the  cave  which,  affords  the  game,  armed  with  poles  light 
enough  to  be  eafily  wielded :  This  done,  they  fet  fire  to 
the  combuftible  ftuff,  and  raife  an  univerfal  (hout ;  the 
cormorants,  alarmed  by  the  outcry,  frightened  by  a  glare 
fo  ftrange,  and  offended  by  the  fmoke,  quit  their  beds 
and  nefts  with  the  grcateft  precipitation,  and  fly  direftly 
towards  the  light :  Here  the  fportfmen,  if  alert  enough, 
will  knock  down  a  confiderable  number  of  them,  and, 
together  with  the  cormorants,  whole  coveys  of  pigeons. 
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At  Haw«Skeer  we  found  incredible  numbers  of  wild 
fowl  eggs.  After  fome  of  my  people  had  made  a  great, 
though  unneceflary  acquifitionof  thefe  (unneceflTary  furely  to 
men  deAined  for  St.  Kilda),  we  began  to  purfue  our  intended 
voyage,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  wind  was  at  firfl: 
extremely  favourable,  as  it  blew  from  the  fouth-ead,  and 
was  little  more  than  a  gentle  gale.  It  began  to  frefhen  at 
the  end  of  half  an  hour/  and  was  gathering  new  Ilrength 
every  moment :  Before  we  had  proceeded  above  four 
leagues,  the  whole  face  of  the  flcy  was  overcaft  with 
clouds;  which,  after  ihe  fevered  tbreatenings,  burfied 
afundcr  and  tumbled  down  upon  us  in  violent  torrents  of 
rain,  accompanied  with  flaihes  of  lightning  and  peals  of 
thunder  extremely  terrible.  All  this  was  fucceeded  by  a 
hurricane  which  would  have  alarmed  the  moA  infenlibie, 
and  did  greatly  confound  the^  ftouteft  feamen  among  us, 
men  who  had  imagined  they  had  feen  thefe  fame  mighty 
waters  in  all  their  horrors.  To  me  it  was  matter  of  uAo* 
niflunent that  a  veflel  fo  fmall  and  frail,  a  fixoared  high- 
land boat,  could  have  Aruggled  for  any  time  agatnft 
fuch  enormous  billows^  without  either  being  overfet  or 
da(hed  to  pieces. 

The  firA  glimpfe  of  hope  my  crew  had,  was  from 
a  great  flight  of  fea-fowls,  of  the  diving  kind,  which 
was  foon  fucceeded  by  another,  and  after  (hort  in- 
jtervals  by  many  more,  in  ftill  greater  numbers.  They 
concluded,  from  this  circumAance,  that  the  hour  of 
their  deliverancfs  was  at  hand;  but  we  foutid  that 
our  hopes  were  too  fangpine  and  premature  [Vitgil 
ranks  this  drcumflance  among  in^ufpipous  prognoAics, 
and  experience  has  convinced  me,  that  this  obfervatioo, 
and  all  the  reA  he  has  made  on  the  fubje^l  of  the  weather, 
jare  perfefUy  juAj,  for  the  ftorm  continued  to  rage  for 
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our  cable  were  alternately  buried  in  the  fea,  or  perfedly 
vifible.  The  truth  is,  the  anceAors  of  tbofe  men  who 
carry  on  a  fort  of  a  commerce  with  this  ifland,  bad  re« 
courfe  to  the  fimple  expedient  of  the  hamper,  before  na- 
vigation had  made  any  tolerable  progrefs  in  their  country, 
and  for  that  reafon  their  poftericy  feem  to  retain  the  fame 
cuftom. 

The  people  of  St.  Kilda,  upon  the  firft  notice  they  had 
of  our  arrival  on  their  coaft,  flew  down  from  the  village 
to  our  affiflance,  men,  women,  and  children.  From  the'ur 
hehaviaur  upon  the  rock,  to  which  we  lay  pretty  clofe,  it 
«TideBjdy  appeared  that  t&ey  have  humanity  enough  to 
feel  deeply  iar  feUpw  creatures  in  diftrefs.  It  was  impof- 
iible  for  us  to  iMiderftand  the  meaning  of  their  cries ;  oolfr 
19ft  had  reftfon  to  b^eve  that  they  were  greatly  afi^ed  by 
car  dfti\ger.  From  the  repeated  ilgnals  they  made,  we 
concluded  it  laft,  that  in  their  opinion,  we  might  fafeljr 
weigh.  Trufting  to  their  fuperior  (kill,  and  our  patience 
being  quite  exhaniled,  we  took  the  hint  without  lofs  of 
time.  But  after  a|>proacbing  the  Saddle,  in  fpite  of  our 
•united  efforts,  we  were  ibon  reduced  to  the  difagreeable 
oeceifity  of  fheering  off. 

A  little  to  the  weft  of  this  rock,  there  is  a  fandy  beach, 
«oce|fible  only  at  low  water.  Here  is  a  fort  of  landing- 
place  though  extremely  dangerous,  and  for  that  reafon 
fcldom  attempted,  unleTs  the  weather  be  very  favourable. 
To  this  beacb  the  people  ran  in  a  body,  after  bavins  di- 
re^d  u£  to  the  fame  place.  We  obeyed  willingly,  and 
they,  with  an  amaziog  intrepidity  flew  into  the  water  to 
fseet  us  s  a  moft  defperate  adventure,  in  which  any  other 
race  of  men  would  hardly  think  of  engaging,  were  they 
to  fee  their  neareft  relations  in  the  fame  danger.  The  dilj)o- 
fition  they  made  was  this :  After  having  divided  and  formed 
themfelves  into  two  lines,  the  two  ableft  men  among  them 
marched  forward  into  the  fea^  each  in  the  front  of  his  own 
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little  corps.  Thofe  next  in  ftrength  and  fiature,  feized  th^ 
two  leaders  by  the  middle,  and  the  reft,  from  one  end  of 
each  row  to  the  other,  clung  fail  to  thofe  immediately  be- 
fore  them,  wading  forward  tUi  thofe  who  were  foremoft 
in  the  rank,  and  after  them  every  one  elfe  in  the  order  in 
which  be  ftdod,  got  hold  of  the  boat.  Thofe  who  go 
fxom  year  to  year  to  St  Kilda,  always  take  the  precautioo 
to  wrap  a  ftrong  rope  round  the  ftern  of  their  boat,  and 
tje  another  to  the  prow.  As  foon  as  the  St.  Kildians  have 
polled  themfeives  roand  it,  tliey  immediately  hand  about 
the  two  ropes  from  one  to  another,  till  the  women  and 
children  who  ftand  upon  the  beach  cpme  at  it,  fo  as  to 
bave  their  (hare  of  the  work.  This  operation,  which- is 
fo  very  necedary,  being  foon  over,  a  general  fignal  is  given, 
and  every  individual  exerts  himfelf  with  all  his  ftrength 
^nd  fpirit :  The  confequence  is,  the  boat  and  every  thing 
contained  in  it,  are  with  furprifing  quickneis  and  dexteri- 
ty  hauled  in  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fea* 
,  All  the  ftrcngth  of  this  art  was,  with  the  greateft  alaaity, 
tried  upon  this  occafion,  and  with  a  fuccefs  beyond  any 
thing  I  could  have  expelled.  Without  giving  time  to  any 
one  of  us  to  jump  out  into  the  water^  the  St.  Kildians 
hoifted  up,  almoft  in  a  moment,  our  little  vcflfei,  oar- 
felves,  and  all  the  luggage  that  belonged  to  us,  to  a  dry 
part  of  the  ftrand. 

In  St.  Kilda,  the  miferable  may  find  relief  as  well  as 
/elfewhere.  We  were  received  there  by  a  very  hofpitabie 
race  of  Barbarians  (if  any  one  incline  to  call  them  fo)  with 
the  heartieft  congratulations,  the  fincereft  profeffions  of 
friendftiip,  and  the  ftrongeft  demonftrations  of  a  profound 
irefpeft. 

It  is  thought  perhaps  by  many,  that  thofe  who  inhabit 
that  divifion  of  the  weftern  Highlands,  are  much  the 
f  Udeft,  the  moft  brutal  and  mercilefs,  and  in  one  word, 
fhc  mpft  favage-like  men  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
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Britaio.  Whether  that  opinion  be  ftriAIy  juft  or  not,  Is 
fubmitted  to  thofe,  aod  to  thofe  only,  who  have  fenfe  aod 
virtue  enough  to  diveft  themfelves  of  popular  or  early  pre* 
judices.  Oae  thing  I  may  adventure  to  affirm,  without 
committing  the  fmalleft  trefpafs  againft  troth,  that  thole 
feafaring  people,  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  flup- 
wrecked  about  the  weftern  Iflaads,  or  are  reduced  to  ex« 
treme  diftrefs  there^  are  treated  with  much  greater  hu- 
manity and  chriftian  benevolence,  than  many  of  their  fel- 
low fufferers,  whofe  harder  fate  drives  them  to  the  moK 
barbarous  (hores  •f  fome  divifious  of  Scotland,  and  Eiig* 
laud.  It  is  certain,  that  thefe  unhappy  perfoos  would 
meet  with  ftronger  marks  of  true  politenefs^  or,  what  is 
infinitely  more  valuable,  of  rearcompaifion  and  generofity 
at  St.  Kilda,  than  in  the  more  civilized  places  I  now  allude 
to. 

Thefe  rocks  are  in  fammer  totally  covered  with  folan 
geefe  and  other  fowls,  and  appear  at  a  diftance  like  fo 
many  mountains  covered  with  fnow.  The  nefls  of  the 
folan  geefe,  npt  to  mention  thofe  of  other  fowls,  are  fo 
clofe,  that,  when  one  walks  between  them,  the  hatching 
fowls  on  either  fide  can  always  take  hold  of  one's  clothes, 
and  they  will  often  fit  until  they  are  at  tacked,  rather  than  cx« 
-  pofe  their  ^gs  to  the  danger  of  being  deAroyed  by  the  fea- 
gnlls ;  at  the  fame  time  an  equal  number  fly  about,  and 
furnifli  food  for  their  mates  that  are  employed  in  hatching ; 
and  there  are,  befides,  large  flocks  of  barren  fowls  of  the 
diflerent  tribes  that  frequent  the  rocks  of  St.  Kilda. 

The  folan  geefe  equal  almoft  the  tame  ones  in  fize. 
The  common  amufement  of  the  herring-fifliers  (hew  the 
great  ftrength  of  this  fowl.  The  filhers  fix  a  herring  upon 
a  board  which  has  a  fmall  weight  under  it,  to  fink  it  a 
little  below  the  furfacc  of  the  fea :  the  folan  goofe,  ob- 
ferving  the  fi(h,  darts  down  upon  it  perpendicularly,  and 
ivjth  fp  much  force,  that  he  runs  his  bill  irrecoverably 
through  the  board,  and  is  taken  up  dire£lly  by  the  fifhers. 
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The  foIjiB  geefe  repair  to  St.  Eilda,  in  the  month  of 
Marcb^  and  ooatiaue  there  till  after  rhe  begiomog  of  No* 
▼ember.  Before  the  middle  of  that  month,  they,  and  all 
fbe  JOtber  £n-£owls  that  are  foad  of  this  coaft,  retire  mnch 
afbom  the  fame  tame  imo  fome  other  fiaTourite  regions  j  fo 
th»c  Qot  a  (ingle  (owi  beloaging  to  thdr  dement  is  to  be 
feen  about  St.  Kilda,  from  die  beginning  of  whiter  down 
to  the  middle  of  February.  Before  the  young  folan  geefe 
fijr  offy  they  are  kiger  than  their  mothers,  and  the  fat  on 
tMr  breafls  is  Ibmetimes  three  inches  deep.  Into  what 
qoaiter  of  the  world  thefe  tribes  of  wild  fowl  repair,  alFter 
winter  fets  in,  whether  into  the  iiorthera  ocean,  the  native 
country  and  winter  quarters  of  herrings  ia  general,  or 
iftto  (one  other  region  sear  the  fuo,  or  whether  they  be 
of  the  keeping  kind,  they  who  pry  into  the  myfteries  of 
natural  hiftory,  or  have  converfed  much  with  writers  of 
,  voyages,  can  beft  explain.  I  (hall  only  pretend  to  fay^ 
chat  thefie  difiereiit  nations  of  the  feathered  kind  are  taught 
to  choofe  the  propereft  habitations  and  feeding  places^ 
«od  to  Aiift  tlieir  quarters  feafooaUy,  by  the  unerring 
hand  of  God. 

From  the  account  given  above  of  the  mnititodes  of 
lea  fowls  that  feek  their  food  on  this  coaft,  we  may  juitly 
cooclude,  that  there  ornft  be  inexhauflibie  (lores  <k  fHh 
there.  Let  us  for  a  moment  confine  our  attention  to  the 
confumption  made  by  a  (iugle  fpecies  of  fowls.  The  folan 
goofc  is  almoft  infatiably  voracious ;  he  flies  with  great 
force  and  velocity,  toils  all  the  day  with  very  little  inter- 
miffion,  and  digefts  his  food  io  a  very  (hort  time;  he  dif<- 
darns  to  eat  any  thing  worfe  than  herring  or  mackarel, 
unlefe  it  be  in  a  very  hungry  place,  which  he  takes  care  to 
avoid  or  abandon.  We  fhall  take  it  for  granted,  that  there 
are  100,000  of  that  kind  around  the  rocks  of  St.  KJIda  ; 
and  this  calculation  is  by  far  too  moderate,  as  no  lefs  than 
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^o^oo  of  this  tdiid  are  ddkvoytd' jetery  yetr,  including 
the  youBg  ones.  We  fliall  fappofe,  at  the  fi^me  time,  that 
the  folan  geefe  fojourn  \n  thefe  feas  for  abovt  feveo  months 
of  the  year  ;  that  each  of  them  dcftroys  five  herrings  in  a 
day ;  a  fubfiftence  infinitely  poor  for  fo  greedy  a  creature, 
nnlefs  It  were  more  than  half  fnpported  at  the  ocpenceof 
other  fifties.  Here  we  have  ioo,ooo,o®o  of  the  foefl:  filh 
in  the  world  devoured  annually  by  a  fingle  fpecies  of  the 
St.  Kilda  fea-fowls. 

If  in  the  next  place  it  be  confidcred,  that  much  the 
^eateft  part  of  the  other  tribes  have  much  the  fame  appe- 
tite for  herring,  and  purfue  it  from  place  to  place,  in  the 

'  feveral  migrations  it  makes  from  one  fca  to  another,  the  con- 
fumption  muft  be  prodfgioufly  great.  Taking  thefe  into 
the  account,  and  allowing  them  the  fame  quantity  of  food, 
and  of  the  fame  kind,  by  reafon  of  their  .vaft  fuperiority  ia 
point  of  numbers,  though  their  ftomachs  are  confiderably 
weaker ;  we  fee  there  are  no  lefs  than  200,000,000  of  her- 
rings fwallowed  up  every  year  by  the  birds  of  a  very  fmall 

''diftrift  of  rocks,  which  occupy  fo  inconfiderablea  fpace  in 
the  Ducaledonian  ocean. 

Should  all  the  articles  of  this  account  be  fuftained,  ar- 
ticles which  feem  no  lefs  jufl:  than  plain,  and  ftiould  our 
curiofity  lead  us  into  a  new  calculation,  allowing  between 
fix  and  feven  hundred  to  every  barrel,  it  is  evident  that 
more  than  330,000  barrels  are  annually  carried  away  by 
fuch  creatures. 

Defcrrption  of  the  IJlands  gf  Rona  and  Bara^  by  Mr. 
Martin. 
The  Ifland  Rona  is  reckoned  about  20  leagues  from 
the  north-eaft  point  of  Nefs  in  Lewis,  and  counted  but  a 
mile    in   length,    and  about  half  a  mile 'in   breadth; 
it  hath  a  hill  in  the  weft  part,  and  is  only  vifible  from 
the  Lewis  in  a  fair  fummer's-day.      I  had  an  account 
pi  this  little  liland,   and  the  cpftom  of  it  from  feve- 
ral 
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ral  natives  of  Lewis,  who  had  been  upon  the  place ;  but 
more  particularly  from  Mr.  Daniel  Morifoo,  Minifter  of 
Barvas,  after  his  return  from  Rona  Ifland,  which  then  be- 
longed to  him,  as  part  of  his  Gleib.    Upon  my  landing 
(fays  he)  the  natives  received  me  very  aileftionately ;  and 
addrefled  me  with  their  ufual  falutation  to  a  ftranger,  **  God 
**  fave-yoa»  Pilgrim,  you  are  heartily  welcome  here  1  for  we 
^'  have  had  repeated  apparitions  of  your  perfon  among  us  (af- 
**  ter  the  manner  of  the  fecond  fight),  and  we  heartily  con- 
**  gratulate  your  arrival  in  this  our  remote  country//  One  of 
the  natives  would  needs  exprefs  his  high  efteem  for  my 
perrpn>  by  making  a  turn  round  about  me  fun* ways,  add  at 
the  fame  time  bleiEng  me,  and  wKhing  me  all  happinefs^ 
but  I  bid  him  let  alone  that  piece  of  homage,  telling  him 
I  was  feniible  of  his  good  meaning  towards  me  :  but  this 
poor  man  was  not  a  little  difappointed,  as  were  alfo  his 
neighbours;  for  they  doubted  not  but  this  apcientlcere- 
mony  would  have  been  very  acceptable  to  me ;  and  one  of 
them  told  me,  that  this  was  a  thing  due  to  my  charafter 
from  them,  as  to  their  chief  and  patron,  and  could  not, 
nor  would  not  fail  to  perform  it.     They  conduAed  me  to 
the  little  village,  where  they  dwell,  and  in  the  way  thither 
there  were  three  inclofures ;  and  as  I  entered  each  of  thefe^ 
the  inhabitants  feverally  fainted  me,  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
and  laying,  "  Traveller,  you  are  welcome  here."  They  went 
along  with  me  to  the  houfe  that  they  had  affigned  for  my 
lodging;   w^ere  there  was  a  bundle  of  ftraw  laid  on  the 
floor,  for  a  feat  to  me  to  fit  upon ;  after  a  little  time  was 
fpent  in  general  difcourfe,  the  inhabitants  retired  to  their 
refpe€live  dwelling  houfes;  and  in  this  interval,  they  killed 
each  man  a  (heep,  being  in  all  five,  anfwerable  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  families*    The  flcins  of  the  fiieep  were  entire, 
and  Head  off  fo,  from  the  neck  to  the  tail,  that  they  were 
in  form  like  a  fack :    Thefe  (kins  being  flead  off  after  this 
manner,  were  by  the  inhabitaati  inftantly  filled  with  barley 
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meal ;  and  thb  they  gave  me  by  way  of  a  prefent:  one  of 
their  number  aftcdasfpeaker  for  the  reft,  faying,  "Traveller, 
"  we  are  very  fenfibleof  the  favour  you  have  done  us  in  com- 
"  ing  fo  far  with  a  defign  to  infl:ru(l  us  in  our  way  to  happi- 
"  nefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  venture  yourfelf  on  the  great 
*'  ocean ;  Pray,  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  this  fmali  prefent, 
''  which  we  humbly  ofler  as  an  expreflion  of  our  fincere  love 
**  to  you/*  This  I  accepted  though  in  a  very  coarftdrcfs, 
but,  it  was  given  with  fuch  an  air  of  hofpitality  and  good-wiH, 
as  deferved  thanks :  they  prefented  my  man  alfo  with  fome 
pecks  of  mealy  as  being  iikewife  a  traveller ;  the  boats- 
crew  having  been  in  Rona  before,  were  not  reckoned^ 
Grangers,  and  therefore  {here  was  no  prefent  given  them, 
but  their  daily  maintenance. 

There  is  a  Chapel  here  dedicated  to  St.  Ronan,  fenced 
with  a  (lone  wall  round  it;  and  they  take  care  to  keep  it 
neat  and  clean,  and  fweep  it  every  day.  There  is  an  altar 
in  it  on  which  there  lies  a  big  plank  of  wood,  about  ten 
foot  in  lengthy  every  foot  has  a  hole  in  it,  and  in  every  hole 
a  ftone,  to  which  the  natives  afcribe  feveral  virtues ;  one  of 
them  is  (ingular,  as  they  fay,  for  promoting  fpeedy  deli* 
very  to  a  woman  in  travel. 

They .  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  creed  and  ten  com- 
mandments in  the  chapel  every  Sunday  morning.  They 
have  cows,  (heep,  barley  and  oats,  and  live  a  harmlefs 
life,  being  perfeftly  ignorant  of  moft  of  thofe  vices  that 
abound  in  the  world :  They  know  nothing  of  money  or 
gold,  having  no  occafion  for  either :  They  neither  fell  nor 
buy,  but  only  barter  for  fuch  little  things  as  they  want ; 
they  covet  no  wealth,  being  fully  content  and  fatisfied  with 
food,  and  raiment ;  though  at  th6  fame  time  they  are  very 
precife  in  the  manner  of  property  among  themfelves ;  for 
Bone  of  them  will  by  any-  means  allow  his  neighbour  to 
fifli  within  his  property ;  and  every  one  mud  exaAly  ob* 
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ferve  ftot  to  fnakt  any  incroachmtfot  on  his  neighbour. 
They  have  aa  agreeable  and  hofpitable  temper  for  «U  Araa^ 
gers ;  they  concern  not  themfelves  about  the  reft  of  mam-  • 
kind,  except  the  inhabitants  in  the  north  part  of  Lewis^ 
They  take  their  firname  from  the  cobur  of  the  (ky,  rain-  • 
boWy  and  clouds*  There  are  only  five  families  10  this 
fmall  inand,  and  every  tenant  hath  his  dwelltng-houfe,  a 
barn,  a  hooTe  where  their  beft  efSsAs  are  prefarved,  a  boa(o> 
for  their  cattle,  and  a  porch  on  each  fide  of  the  door  to 
keep  off  the  rain  or  fnchv.  Their  houfes  arebi)ilt  with 
flone,  and  thatched  with  ftraw,  which  is  ke|>t  down  with 
ropes  of  the  f^me,  pois'd  with  ftones.  They  wear  the  fame 
habit  with  thofe  in  Liewis,  and  fpoak  only  IriOi.  When 
any  of  them  comes  to  the  Lewis,  which  is  feldom,  they 
are  aftonifiied  to  fee  fo  many  people.  They  much  admire 
grey-hounds,  and  love  to  have  them  in  their  company* 
They  are  mightily  pleafed  at  the  fight  of  horfes,  and  one 
of  them  obferving  a  horfe  to  neigh,  afked  if  that  horfe 
laughed  at  him.  A  boy  from  Rona  perceiving  a  colt  run 
towards  him,  was  fo  much  frighted  at  it  that  he  jumped 
into  a  buQi  of  nettles,  where  his  whole  fidn  became  full  of 
blifiers. 

Another  of  the  natives  of  Rona>  having  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  travelling  as  far  as  Coul,  in  the  Shire  of  Rofs^ 
which  is  the  feat  of  Sir  Alexander  Mac*kenzie,  every  thing 
he  faw  there  was  furprifing  to  him,  and  when  he  heard  the 
noife  of  thofe  who  walked  in  the  rooms  above  him,  he  pre- 
fently  fell  to  the  ground,  thinking  thereby  to  fave  his  life, 
for  he  fuppofed  that  the  houfe  was  coming  down  over  hia 
head.  When  Mr.  Morifon,  the  Minifter,  was  in  Rona,  two 
of  the  natives  courted  a  maid  with  intention  to  marry  her, 
and  being  married  to  one  of  them  afterwards,  the  other 
was  not  a  little  difappointed  becaafe  there  was  no  other 
match  for  him  in  this  Ifland.  The  wind  biowinap  fair, 
Mr.  Morifon  failed  direftly  for  Lewis,  but  after  three  hours 
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jkilrag  was  forced  back  to  Rona,  by  a  contrary  wiod,  and 
at  his  laodiog  the  poor  man  that  had  loft  his  fweetheart 
^as  overjoyed,  and  cxpreflcd  himfelf  in  thefe  tvords;  1 
blefs  God  and  Ronan  that  you  are  returned  again,  for  I 
hope  you  will  now  make  me  happy,  and  give  me  a  right  t^ 
enjoy  the  woman  every  other  year  by  turns,  that  fo  w« 
both  may  have  iffue  by  her ;  Mr.  Morifon  could  not  re- 
frain from  fmiiiDg  at  this  unexpected  requeft,  chid  the  poor 
man  for  his  unreafonable  demand,  and  deflred  him  to  have 
patience  for  a  year  longer^  and  he  would  fend  him  a  wife 
from  Lewis ;  but  this  did  not  eafe  the  poor  man,  who  was 
tormetited  ^with  the  thoughts  of  dying  without  iflue. 

Another  who  wanted  a  wife,  and  having  got  a  (hilling 
from  a  feaman  that  happened  to  land  there;  went  and  gave 
this  (hilling  to  Mr.  Morifon  to  purchafe  him  a  wife  in  the 
Lewis,  and  fend  her  to  him,  for  he  was  told  that  this  piece 
of  money  was  a  thing  of  extraordinary  value,  and  his  defire 
was  gratified  the  enfuing  year. 

About  fourteen  years  ago  afwarm  of  rats,  but  none  knows 
bow,  came  into  Rona,  and  in  a  (hort  time  eat  up  all  the 
corn  in  the  Illand;  In  a  few  months  after  fome  feamen 
landed  there,  who  robbed  the  poor  people  of  their  bull. 
Thefe  misfortunes  and  the  want  of  fupply  from  Lewis  for 
the  fpace  of  a  year,  occafioned  the  death  of  all  that  ancient 
race  of  people.  The  Steward  of  St.  Kilda  being  by  a 
ftorm  driven  in  there,  told  me  that  he  found  a  woman  with 
her  child  on  her  breafl-,  both  lying  dead  at  the  (ide  of  a 
rock :  Some  years  after,  the  Minifter  (to  whom  the  Ifland 
I  belongeth)  fent  a  new  colony  to  this  Ifland,  with  fuitable 
fupplies.  The  following  year  a  boat  was  fent  to  them  with 
fome  more  fupplies,  and  orders  toVeceive  the  rents';  butthfc 
boat  being  loft  as  it  is  fuppofed,  I  can  give  no  further  ac- 
count of  this  late  Plantation. 

The    Rock  Bara    lieih    four   leagues  to   the   ca(V  of 

Rona,    it  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  and 
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abounds  with  great  numbers  of  Sea-fowl,  fnch  as  Sdaa 
Geere,  Goillamote,  Coultcr-Neb,  Puffin,  and  fcvcral  other 
forts.  The  fowl  called  the  Colk  is  found  here  ;  it  is  iefs 
than  a  goofe,  all  covered  with  down,  and  when  it  hatches 
it  cads  its  feathers,  which  are  of  divers  colours ;  it  has  a 
tuft  on  it's  head  refembltng  that  of  a  Peacock,  and  a 
train  longer  th^n  that  of  a  Houfe-cock ;  but  the  hen  has 
not  fo  much  ornament  and  beauty. 

Hiftory  qffiZH^  and  the  Northern  Fisheries. 
OFFISH. 

The  ocean  is  the  great  receptacle  of  fiOies.  It  has  been 
thought  by  fome,  that  all  fiih  are  naturally  of  that  fait  ele« 
ment,  and  that  they  have  mounted  up  into  frefli  water  by 
fome  accidental  migration.  A  few  ftill  fwim  up  rivers  to* 
depofit  their  fpawn ;  but  of  the  great  body  of  fifties,  of 
which  the  fize  is  enormous,  and  the  ftioals  are  endlefs, 
thofe  all  keep  to  the  fea,  and'wonld  quickly  expire  in  freih 
water*  In  that  extenfive  and  undifcovered  abode,  thou- 
fands  relide,  whofe  manners  are  a  fecret  to  us,  and  whofe 
very  form  is  unknowo.  The  curiohty  of  mankind,  indeed, 
has  drawn  fome  from  their  depths,  and  their  wants  many 
more :  with  the  figure  of  thefe,  at  lead,  he  is  acquainted; 
but  for  their  purfuits,  migrations,  focieties,  and  manner  of 
briDging  forth,  thefe  are  all  hidden  in  the  turbulent  ele« 
ment  that  prbtedls  them. 

The  number  of  fifti  to  which  we  have  given  names,  and 
of  the  figure,  at  leaft,  of  which  we  know  fomething,  ac- 
cording to  Linnaeus,  are  above  400.  Thus,  to  appear- 
ance, the  hiftory  of  fifti  is  tolerably  copious ;  but  when  we 
come  to  examine,  it  will  be  found  that  of  the  greateft  part 
of  thefe  we  know  very  little.  Thofe  qualities,  fingulari- 
ties,  or  advantages,  that  render  animals  worth  naming,  ftill 
remain  to  be  difcovered. 

Moft  fi(h  offer  us  the  fame  external  form ;  ftiarp  at  either 
end,  and  fwclling  in  the  middle;  by  which  they  arc  enabled 
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16  traverfc  the  fluid  which  they  inhabit  with  greater 
celerity  and  eafe.  That  peculiar  (hape  which  nature  has 
granted  moft  fifhes,  we  endeavour  to  imitate  in  fuch  veflejs 
as  are  defignedto  fail  with  the  greateft  fwiftncfs ;  however, 
the  progrefs  of  a  machine  moved  forward  in  the  water  by 
human  contrivance,  is  nothing  to  the  rapidity  of  an  animal 
defigned  by  nature  to  refide  there.  Any  of  the  large  fi(h 
overtake  a  (hip  in  full  fail  with  great  eafe,  play  round  ic  , 
without  effort,  and  outftrip  it  with  pleafure.  Every  part 
of  the  body  feems  exerted  in  this  difpatch ;  the  fins,  the 
tail,  and  the  motion  of  the  whole  back-bone,  affift  progref- 
lion ;  and  it  is  to  that  flexibility  of  body,  at  which  art  can*  ; 
not  arrive,  that  fifties  owe  their  great  velocity. 

The  chief  inftruments*in  a  fi(h*s  motion,  are  the  fins; 
which,  in  fonne  fiOi,  are  much'  more  numerous  than  in 
others.  A  fifti  completely  fitted  for  failing,  is  furnlftied 
with,  at  the  leaft,  two  pair ;  alfo  three  fingle  fins,  two 
above  and  one  below.  Thus  equipped,  it  migrates  with 
the  uimoll  rapidity,  and  takes  voyages  of  lOoo  leagues  la 
a  feafon.  But  it  does  not  alWays  happen  that  fuch  fifh  as 
have  the  greateft  number  8P  fins  have  the  fwifteft  motiofi ; 
the  ftiark  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  fwifteft  fwimmers, 
yet  it  wants  the  ventral  or  belly  fins;  the  haddock  does 
not  move  fo  fwift,  yet  is  completely  fitted  for  motion. 

But  the  fins  ferve  not  only  to  afGft  the  animal  in  pro- 
greffion,  but  in  rifing  or  finking,  in  turning,  or  even  leap- 
ing out  of  the  water.  To  anfwer  thefe  purpofes,  the  pec- 
toral fins  ferve,  like  oars,  to  put  the  animal  forward :  they 
are  placed  at  fome  little  diftance  behind  the  opening  of  the 
gills;  they  are  generally  large  and  ftrong,  and  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofes  to  the  fifli  In  the  water,  as  wings  do  to  a 
bird  in  the  air.  With  the 'help  of  thefe,  and  by  their  con- 
tinued motion,  the  flying-fifli  is  fometimes  fecn  to  rife  out 
of  the  water,  and  to  fly  above  an  hundred  yards;  till  fa- 
tigued  with  Its  exertions^  it  is  obliged  to  fink  down  again. 

♦  D  But 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


t    io    1 

Bat  the  tall,  which  in  fome  fi(hes  is  flat,  and  upright  \t 
others,  feems  the  grand  ioftrament  of  modon :  the  fins  are 
but  fubfervient  to  it,  and  give  dire^ioo  to  its  great  impetos» 
b;  which  the  fi(h  feems  to  dart  forward  with  fo  much 
velocity. 

The  fenfe  of  touching,  which  beads  and  birds  have  in  ^ 
fmall  degree,  the  fifli,  covered  up  in  its  coat  of  mail,^con* 
lifting  of  various  fubftances,  can  have  little  perception  of. 
The  fenfe  of  fmelling,  which  in  beafts  is  fo  exquifite,  and 
among  birds  is  not  wholly  uoknowo,  feems  given  to  fifiies 
in  a  very  moderate  proportion.  Of  taftiog,  they  feem  to 
malte  very  little  diftinAion ;  the  palate  of  moft  fUh  is  hard 
and-bony,  and  confequently  incapable  of  the  power  of  re- 
liihing  different  fubftances.  Hearing,  in  fifties,  is  ftill  more 
imperfefl,  if  it  be  found  ^t  all.  Seeing,  feems  to  be  the 
fenfe  fiOies  are  pofleft  of  in  the  greateft  degree ;  and  yet 
even  this  feems  obfcure,  if  we  compare  it  to  that  of  other 
aninuls. 

From  all  this,  it  appears  how  far  fifti,  fall  behind  terreftrial 
animals  in  their  fenfations,  and  confequently  in  their  en« 
joyments.  Thus  nature  feems  to  have  fitted  thefe  animals 
with  appetites  and  powers  of  an  inferior  kind ;  and  formed 
them  for  a  fort  of  pai&ve  exiftence  in  the  obfcure  and  heavy 
elements  to  which  they  are  configned.  To  preferve  their 
oewn  exiftence,  and  to  continue  it  to  their  pofterity,  fill  up 
the  whole  circle  of  their  purfuits  and  enjoyments ;  to  thefe 
they  are  impelled  rather  by  neceftity  than  choi«ei  and  feem 
mechanically  excited  to  every  fruition.  Their  fenfes  are 
incapable  of  making  any  diftin^ions ;  but  they  drive  for- 
ward in  purfuit  of  whatever  they  can  fwallow,  conquer, 
or  enjoy» 

A  ceafelefs  defire  of  food  feems  to  give  the  ruling  m^ 
pjilfe  to  all  their  motions.  This  appetite  impels  them  to 
encounter  every  danger ;  and  indeed  their  rapacity  feeras 
lafatiable.    Even  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  almoft 
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iSK^Iritig^  they  gi^eedily  fvirallow  the  very  bait  by  which 
they  were  allured  to  deftraftioa.  Some  that  {lave  Tery 
fmtll  mouths  feed  upou  worms^  and  the  fpawo  of  othe^  * 
fifli :  ethers^  whofe  mouths  are  larger,  feek  larger  prey ; 
it  matters  not  of  what  kind)  whether  of  aftother  or  their 
own.  Thofe  with  the  largeft  mouths  purine  almoft  etery 
thing  that  has  life ;  and  often  meet  edch  other  In  fierce 
oppofition,  when  the  fi(h  with  the  largeft  fwallow  conocs 
off  with  the  viAory^  and  devours  its  antagonift. 

'  Thus  are  they  irritated  by  the  continual  dcfire  of  fatis- 
fying  their  hunger ;  and  tlie  life  of  a  fifh,  from  the  fmalleft 
to  the  greateft,  is  but  one  fcene  of  hoftility,  violence,  and 
evafion.  But  the  (mailer  fry  ftand  no  chance  in  the  une- 
qual combat ;  and  their  ufual  way  of  efcapitigi  is  by 
fwimmiog  into  thofe  (hallows  where  the  greater  are  unable, 
or  too  heavy  to  purfue.  There  they  become  invaders  la 
turn,  and  live  upon  i!he  fpaWp  of  larger  fi(h,  which  they  ' 
find  floating  oa  or  near  the  furface  of  the  water ;  yet  there 
are  dangers  attending  them  in  every  place.  Eveii  in  the 
(hallows,  the  mufde,  the  oyfter,  and  the  fcallop,  lie  in 
ambufh  at  the  bottom,  with  their  (hells  open,  and  what- 
ever little  fi(h  inadvertently  approaches  into  contaA,  they 
at  once  clofe  their  (hells  upon  them,  and  devour  the  impri- 
foned  prey  at  their  leifure. 

Nor  is  the  purfuit  of  fiflies,  like  that  of  terreftrial  ani-  ! 
mals,  confined  to  a  fmgle  region,  or  to  one  effort :  (hoals 
of  one  fpecies  follow  thofe  of  another  through  vaft  tracks 
of<x:ean,  from  the  vicinity  of  the  pole  even  down  to  the 
equator.  Thus  the  cod,  from  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, purfues  the  whiting,  which  flies  before  it  even  to  the 
fou  thern  (hores  of  Spain.  The  cachalot,  a  fpecies  of  whale, 
is  faidy  in  the  fame  manner,  to  purfue  a  (hoal  of  herrings, 
and  to  fwallow  hundreds  in  a  mouthful. 
^  This  may  be  one  caufe  of  the  annual  migration  of  fi(hes 
from  one  part  of  the  ocean  to  the  other ;  but  there  are  dif- 
D  t^  fercQt 
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ferent  motives^  which  come  in  aid  of  this  alfo.    FiOies  toajf 
be  ioduced  to  change  the  place  of  their  reQdence,  for  ono 
niore  fuiced  to  their,  cooftitutions,  or  more  adapted  to  de-* 
pofiting  their  fpawa. 

All  forts  of  fifli,  a  few  of  the  larger  ones  excepted,  mul- 
tiply their  kiqd,  feme  by  hundreds  and  fome  by  millions. 
There  are  fome  that  bring  forth  their  young  alive,  and 
fome  that  only  produce  eggs :  the  former  are  rather  the 
leaft  fruitful :  yet  even  thefe  are  feen  to  produce  in  great 
abundance.  The  viviparous  blenny,  for  inftance,  brings 
forth  2  or  300  at  a  time,  all  alive  and  playing  round  the 
parent  together.  Thofe  who  exclude  their  progeny  in  a 
more  imperfect  ftate,  and  produce  eggs,  which  they  are 
obliged  to  leave  to  chance,  either  on  the  bottom  at  the 
edge  of  the  ihore,  or  floating  on  the  furface  of  deep  watery 
are  all  much  more  prolific';  and  feem  to  proportion  their 
flock  to  the  danger  there  is  of  its  confumption.  Of  thefe 
eggs  thus  depofitedy  fcarce  one  in  an  hundred  brings  forth 
an  animal  2  they  are  devoured  by  all  the  leffer  fry  that  fre-^ 
quent  the  (hores ;  by  aquatic  birds  near  the  margin,  and 
by  the  larger  fi(h  in  deep  water.  Stili,  however,  there 
•re  enough  for  fupplying  the  deep  with  inhabitants  :  andi 
notwithflanding  their  own  rapacity,  and  that  of  the  fowls 
of  various  tribes,  the  numbers  that  efcape  are  fuflicient  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  a  very  conSderable  part  of  mankind, 
indeed,  when  we  confider  the  numbers  that  a  fingle  fifh 
iscapable  of  producing,  the  amount  will  feem  aftoni(hing. 

Among  other  writers,  Mr.  Harmer  has  invedlgared 
this  fubjcd  with  uncommon  attention ;  and  the  following 
table  gives  the  refult  of  his  inquiries.  The  weights  he 
tifed  were  avoirdupoife,  and  he  reckoned  43 7|  grains  to 
an  ounce.  See  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  57,  for  1767,  art.  xxx. 
page  :28o. 
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Abftraa  of  the  Table. 

Vcight. 

Weight  of 

Fccundijty 

Fijb 

Spawn. 

Time. 

oz.   dr. 

Grains. 

Eggs. 

Carp        25     8 

2571 

203 I 09 

April    4. 

TnH  fifh 

12540 

3686760 

Dec.    23- 

Flounder  24    4 

220Q. 

1357400 

Mar.  14. 

Herring*     5  10 

48a 

3696a 

oa.  2j. 

Lobfter     36    0 

1671. 

21699 

Aug.   It. 

Mackarel   i8     0 

1223I 

546681 

June   I 81 

Perch          8     9 

76si 

28323 • 

April    5^ 

Pike  .        56    4. 

Sioo| 

49304 

April  25^ 

Prawn   (127  grains). 

3806 

May    12. 

■« 

Roach,        10    6i 

361 

81586 

May      2. 

Shrimp      (39,  grains) 

7 

6807 

May     3. 

"^  Smelt           2     0 

I49f 

3P278 

Feb.   21;. 

Soal            14     8 

542f 

100362 

June  13. 

Tench        40    0 

383252 

May   28. 

Such  an  amazing  increafe,  if  permitted  to  come  to  ma- 
turity, would  ovcr-ftock  nature  ;  and  even. the  ocean  itfc;lf 
would  not  be  able  to  contain,  much  lefs  to  provide  for  the 
half  of  its  inhabitants.  But  two  wife  purpofes  are  anfwered 
by  this  amazing  increafe ;  it  preferves  the  fpecies  in  the 
midft  of  numberlefs  enemies,  and  ferves  to  furnifti  the  reft 
with  a  fuftenance  adapted  to  their  nature. 

All  fiflies,  except  the  whale  kind,  are  entirely  diverted 
of  thofe  parental  folicitudes  which  fo  ftrongly  mark  the 
manner  6f  the  more  perfeft  terr'eftrial  animals.  They  have 
different  feafons  for  depofiting  their  fpawn ;  fome,  that 
live  in  depths  of  the  ocean,  are  faid  to  choofe  the  winter 
months;  but,  in  general,  thofe  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, choofe  the  hotteft  months  in  fummer,  and  prefer 
fuch  water  as  is  fomewhat  warmed  by  the  beams  of  the 
D  3  fun. 

♦  The  fcemingly  miftakc  in  the  comparative  weight  of  the  fifli  it 
accounted  for  in  the  original  paper,  Mr*  Hanmer  having  weighe4 
/ome  filh  of  an  uncommon  iiaei  as  the  Flounder,  and  others  ^i 
under  fizr,  as  the  Herring. 
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font  They  then  letve  the  deepeft  part$  of  the  oceao,  which 
are  the  coideft,  and  (hoal  rouod  the  coafts,  or  fwim  up  the 
frelb-water  rivers,  that  are  warm  as  they  are  comparatively 
(hallow.  When  they  have  depoficed  their  burdens,  they 
then  retorn  to  their  old  ftatioas^  and  leave  their  prpgcny 
to  fliift  for  themfclvcs. 

'  .  The  fpawa  caqtinucs  in  its  egg-ftate  in  fome  fi(h  longer 
than  in  others,  and  this  in  proportion  to  the  animars  Gze. 
la  the  ialmon  for  inftance,  the  young  animal  continues  in 
the  egg  from  the  b^lnning  of  December  till  the  beginning 
of  April ;  the  carp  continues  in  the  egg  not  above  three 
voeks ;  the  little  gold  fifh  from  China  is  produced  ftill 
quicker.  Thefe  all,  when  excluded,  at  firft  efcape  by 
their  minutenefs  and  agility.  They  rife,  fink,  and  turn 
Wuch  readier  than  grown  fi(h ;  and  they  can  efcape  into  very 
(hallow  waters  when  purfued.  But,  with  all  their  advan- 
tages, fcarce  one  in  a  thoufand  furvives  the  numeroos 
perils  oiF  its  youth.  The  very  male  and  female  that  have 
given  them  birth,  are  equally  dangerous  and  formidable 
with  the  reft,  forgetting  all  relation  at  their  departure. 

Such  is  the  general  praftice  of  thefe  heedlefs  and  hun-* 
gry  creatures :  but  there  are  fpme  in  this  clafs,  living  in 
the  waters,  that  are  pofrefled  of  finer  organs,  and  higher 
fenfations ;  and  have  all  the  tendernefs  of  birds  and  quar 
drupeds  for  their  young ;  that  nurfe  them  with  conftant 
c:are,  and  .proteft  them  from  every  injury.  Of  this  clafe 
are  the  c^taceotu  tribe,  or  the  fifhes  of  the  whale  kind. 
There  are  others,  though  not  capable  of  nurflng  their 
young,  yet  that  bring  them  alive  into  the  world,  and  dc^ 
fend  them  with  courage  and  activity.  Thefe  are  the  cof* 
tilagitiQUs  kinds,  or  thofe  who  have  griftles  inftead  of 
boqes.  But  the  fierce  unmindful  tribe  we  have  been  de- 
fcribing,  that  leav^  their  fpawn  without  any  proteAion, 
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fifli— cat  fi(h— *fca  fox— the  zygaeoa — the  tope — and  the 
porbeagle.    Thefe  are  all  of  the  fame  nature,  and  differ 
more  in  (ize  than  in  figare  or  conformation. 

2.  Flat  fifti,  comprehending  the  torpedo — the  flcaitc-*- 
the  (harp-nofed  ray — the  roagh  ray — the  tbornback — and 

the  fire  flare, 

3.  The  (lender  fnakc-fliaped  kind :  as  the  lamprey-^ 

the  pride«-*and  the  pipe  fiih. 

4.  The  fturgeon  and  its  variety— the  ifinglafs  fiOi. 

5.  A  variety  of  fi(h  of  different  figures  and  natures*  that 
do  not  rank  under  the  former  diviGons ;  as  the  fun  fi(h-r^ 
the  lump  fi(h— the  tetrodon — the  feafnaii — the  chimaera— 
and  the  fifliing  frog. 

The  third  general  divilion  pf  fiibes  is  into  that  of  tbe 
fpinous  or  bony  kind. 

Of  this  clafs  are  already  known  above  400  fpecies,  of 
\(rhich  the  following  are  a  part,  viz.  the  eel,  cod,  ling, 
hake,  tufk,  haddock,  whiting,  pollack,  doree,  holybur, 
falmon,  trout,  herring,  mackarel,  pike,  perch,  charr, 
mullet,  carp,  (had,  tench,  dace,  roach,  gudgeon,  pil- 
chard, fmall  fprat,  tunny,  turbot,  plaice,  foal,  flounder.   ' 

The  fourth  divifion  confifts  of  the  (hell  kind,  as  the  tor- 
toife  or  turtle,  lobfter,  crab,  prawn,  cray-fi(h,  (hrimp, 
oyfter,  mufcle,  and  cockle* 

Migration  of  the  Herrings, 
There  arc  fome  fifties,  as  the  herring,  cod-fifli,  bad- 
dock,  whiting,  mackarel,  tunny,  and  pilchard,  that  may 
be  called  fifti  of  palTuge,  and  bear  a  flrong  analogy  to  birds 
of  pafTage,  both  from  their  focial  difpofition,  and  the  im- 
menfity  of  their  numbers.  Other  fifti  live  in  our  vicinity, 
ftnd  i'^fide  00  our  coafts  all  the  year  round ;  or  keep  in  the 
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depths  of  the  ocean,  tad  are  but  feUom  ieeti :  bat  tbel^ 
at  Rated  feafoos,  Yiiit  the  more  fputhera  fliores  with  reg9« 
lar  certainty,  generally  retorning  the  fame  week  in  thefu^- 
ceeding  year,  and  often  the  fame  day. 

The  herrings  are  found,  in  the  greateft  abundance,  in 
the  higheft  northern  latitudes  within  the  ar&ic  circle.  In 
tbofe  inaccei&ble  feas,  that  are  covered  with  ice  doring  a 
great  part  of  the  year,  the  herring  find  a  quiet  and  fure 
retreat  from  all  their  numerous  enemies  ^  there  neither  man^ 
aor  their  fttll  more  deftrnftive  enemy,  the  fun*fifli,  or  the 
cachalot,  the  moft  Yoradous  of  the  whale  kind,  dares  la 
pnrfoe  them. 

The  great  colony  of  herring  fets  out  from  the  icy  fea 
about  the  middle  of  winter,  compofod  of  fuch  numbers  as 
to  exceed  the  powers  of  imagination,  but  they  no  fooner 
leave  their  retreats,  than  millions  of  enemies  appear  to  thin 
their  fquadrons.  The  fun-fi(h,  and  the  cachalot  devour 
hundreds  at  a  time ;  the  porpus,  the  grampus,  the  ihark, 
cod-fiib,  haddocks,  pollacks,  and  the  whole  numerous 
tribe  of  dog-fifb  find  them  an  eafy  prey,  and  defift  from 
making  w^r  upon  each  other :  but  ftill  more,  the  innum« 
bered  flocks  of  fea  fowl,  that  chiefly  inhabit  near  the  pole« 
watch  the  outfet  of  their  dangerous  migratbns;  and  fpread 
extenfive  ruin. 

In  this  exigence,  the  defencelefs  emigrants  find  no  other 
fafety  but  by  crowding  clofer  together,  like  ftieep  when 
frightened,  and  leaving  to  the  outmoft  bands  the  danger 
of  being  firft  devoured.  The  main  body  begins  at  a  cer- 
tain latitude  to  fcparate  into  two  great  divifions,  one  ot 
which  moves  to  the  weft,  and  ponrs  down  along  the  coaft 
of  America,  as  far  fouch  as  Carolina,  and  are  fo  numer- 
ous ip  the  CheCipeak  bay,  as  to  become  a  nuifance  to  the 
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(hores«  The  otb^r  divifioa  takes  an  eaftern  direAIon, 
towards  Europe,  and  falls  in  with  the  great  ifland  of  Ice- 
land about  the  begiooing  of  March;  upon  their  arrival  on 
that  coad,  their  phalanx,  which  has  already  fuffered 
confiderabie  diminutioos,  is  neverthelefs  found  to  be  of 
simaziDg  extent,  depth,  *  and  clofenefs,  occupying  a 
furface  equal  to  the  dimenfions  of  Great  Britain  anj 
Ireland,  but  fubdivided  into  columns  of  five  or  fix  mile^ 
in  length,  and  three  or  four  in  breadth,  each  line  or  co« 
lumn  being  led,  according  to  the  idea  of  fiflieroica,  by 
herrings  of  more  than  ordinary  fize.  The  herrings  fwiai 
near  the  furface,  finking  now  and  then  for  ten  or  fiftecQ 
minute.  The  forerunners  of  thofe  who  vifit  the  Britifl;^ 
kingdoms  appear  off  Shetland  in  April  or  May,  and  thf 
grand  body  begins  to  be  perceived  in  June^  Their  ap- 
proach is  known  to  the  fi(hers  by  a  fmall  rippling  of  th^  , 
water,  the  reflexion  of  their  brilliancy,  and  the  number 
of  folan  geefe  or  gannets,  and  other  aerial  perfecutors^ 
\vhofeaft  richly  upon  this  offered  bounty ;  and  who,  with 
the  marine  attendants,  may  be  a  concurrent  caufe  of  driv-r 
ing  the  (hoals  into  bays  and  creeks.  Here  new  enemies 
await  thefe  Heaven -dire  Aed  (Irangers.  Whole  fleets  of 
Dutch,  French,  Flemi(h,  FrufEan,  and  Danifli  veflels^ 
with  all  the  apparatus  of  netting,  are  in  readinefs  on  a 
fixed  day,  to  drag  the  ocean,  thereby  fnatching  from  the 
iboals,  not  hundreds,  but  hundreds  of  thoufands,  every 
night  from  June  till  September. 

The  Shetland  ifjands,  where  the  herrings  meet  with  the 
firft  interruption  in  their  progrefs  louthwards,  lie  at  the 
diftance  of  lOO  miles  due  north  from  the  mainland  of 

f  Some  writers  affirm,  that  the  depth  of  the  ffioals  upon  the  coaft 
^Norway^  reaches  aoo  fathoms  from  the  fuiface  of  the  ocean. 
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Scotland,  and  extend  almofl  a  degree  in  length.  Though 
thefe  iflands  break,  and  feparate  the  grand  body  of  the 
herrings  into  two  parts,  thefe  wanderers  ftill  continue  their 
courle  to  the  fouthward.  One  divifion  proceeds  along  the 
caft  fide  of  Britain,  pays  its  tribute  to  the  Orkneys,  the 
Murray  Firth,  the  coafls  of  Aberdeen,  Angus  and  Fife  ; 
the  great  river  Forth,  the  coaft  of  Scarborough,  and  par- 
ticularly the  far  projecting  land  at  Yarmouth,  the  ancient 
and  only  mart  of  herrings  in  England,  where  they  appear 
in  September,  and  are  found  incondderable  quantities  till 
Chriftmas,  During  this  feafon  they  fend  a  confiderablc 
fupply  to  the  London  market ;  and  pa/Gng  down  the  chan* 
nel,  they  pay  a  flight  vlfit  to  the  north  coaft  of  France, 
but  fo  exhaufted  and  impoveriflied,  that  they  are  very  im- 
proper for  commercial  purpofes,  though  they  are  both 
pickled  and  reddened  by  that  induftrious  people,  for  ex- 
portation to  their  Weft- India  Colonies,  as  well  as  for  homq 
fale. 

The  other  brigade  take  their  courfe  from  the  Shetland 
iflands,  along  the  weft  fide  of  Britain,  and  are  obferved  to 
be  larger  and  fatter  than  thofe  on  the  eaft  fide.  After 
pafling  the  She  land  and  the  Orkney  ifles,  they  crowd  iq 
amazing  quantities  into  the  lakes,  bays,  and  narrow  chaa- 
ncls  of  the  ftiires  of  Sutherland,  Rofs  and  Invernefs ;  which, 
with  the  Hebride  ifles,  efpecially  the  Long  Ifland,  com- 
pofe  the  greateft  ftationary  herring  fifhcry  in  "Britam,  that 
upon  the  coaft  of  Shetland  excepted.  Sometimes,  as  ia 
1784  and  1786,  this  flioal,  in  its  fouthern  progrefs, 
edges  clofe  upon  the  extenfive  coaft  of  Argylefliire;  fills 
every  bay  and  creek;  vifits,  in  fmall  detachments,  the 
Firth  of    Clyde,*    Lochfine,    and  other  lakes  witbio 

tha 

■•  It  generally  happens  that  wherever  the  herrings  appear  in 
any  loch  or  bay,  ibey  return  every  fuccecding  feafon  for  fcven  or 
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the  entrance  bf  that  river;  the  coaft  of  Alrfliirei 
and  of  Galloway,  to  the  head  of  the  Solway  Firth.  Hav- 
ing performed  this  fricadly  office  to  the  weftern  (horesof 
Scotland,  the  (hoal  proceeds  towards  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
where,  meeting  with  a  ilecond  interruption,  it  is  again  di- 
vided into  two  brigades ;  one  (hoal  plifles  down  the  IriOi 
channel,  viQts  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  afTdrds  an  occafional 
fupply  to  the  eaft  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  the  weft  coaft  of 
England^  as  far  as  the  Briftol  Channel,  The  other  ftioal 
flcirts  along  the  north-weft  coaft  of  Ireland,  fometimcs  fil- 
ling one  loch  fometimes  another,  when  it  gradually  difap- 
pears,  and  is  finally  loft  in  the  immenfity  of  the  Atlantic.^ 
So  bountiful  is  providence  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifti 
Ifles,  in  one  article  of  food  only. 

"  Were  we  inclined,  fays  a  well  known  writer,  to  con- 
iider  this  partial  migration  of  the  herring  in  a  moral  light,. 
we  might  refleft  with  veneration  and  awe  on  the  Mighty 
Power  which  originally  imprefled  on  this  moft  ufcful  body 
of  his  creatures  the  inftinft  that  directs  and  points  out  the 
courfe,  that  blefTes  and  enriches  thefe  iflands,  which  caufcs 
them  at  certain  and  invariable  times  to  quit  the  vaft  polar 
deeps,  and  offer  themfelves  to  our  expefting  fleets.  That 
benevolent  Being  has  never,  from  the  earlieft  records,  been 
once  known  to  withdraw  his  ble/fing  from  the  whole, 
though  he  often  thinks  proper  to  deny  it  t9  particulars  ; 
yet  this  partial  failure  (for  which  we  fee  no  natural  reafon)' 
'fhould  fill  us  with  the  moft  exalted  and  grateful  fenfe  of 

more  years  fuccefliivcly.  Since  the  year  1759,  there  were  ftw  Or  no 
herrings  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  till  lafl  feafon  (1786),  whe«  whole 
fhoals  peneti'ated  as  high  as  Dunbarton,  fix  miles  above  Greenock. 
The  herrings  were  young  and  JVnall,  and  from  this  the  inhabitants 
t^peft  a  plentiful  fiSiery  of  full-grown  herrings  for  feveral  years  to 
come,  ' 
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hUpFoUddKe,  for  imprefEog  fo  invariable  flod  gamA 
ao  inftinft  on  thefe  fi(h  towards  a  foathward  migratknii 
when  the  whole  is  to  be  benefited,  and  to  withdraw  it 
only  when  a  minnte  part  is  to  fofier. 

**  This  ioYpreffion  was  given  them,  thac  thej  might  re-* 
moYe  for  the  fake  of  depofiting  their  fpawn  in  warmer 
leas,  that  would  mature  and  vivify  it  more  afliiredly  riian 
thofe  of  the  frigid  zone.  It  is  not  from  defieft  of  food  that 
they  fet  themfdves  in  motion,  for  they  come  to  us  full  of 
fat,  and  on  their  return  are  almoft  univerfaliy  obferved  to 
be  lean  and  miferable.  What  their  food  is  near  the  pole, 
we  are  not  yet  informed ;  bnt  in  our  feas  they  Seed  much 
on  the  oni/cus  marinus^  a  cmftaceous  infeA^,  and  fome- 
times  on  their  own  fry. 

**  They  are  in  full  roe  to  the  end  of  June,  and  continue 
in  perfeAion  till  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  they  b^in 
to  dcpofit  their  fpawn.  Though  we  have  no  particular 
authority  for  it,  yet  as  very  few  young  herrings  are  found 
in  our  feas  during  the  winter,  it  feems  moft  certain  that 
they  rouft  return  to  their  parental  haunts  beneath  the  ice, 
to  repair  the  vad  deftruftion  of  their  race  during  fummer^ 
by  men,  fowl,  and  fifti.'* 

Review  of  the  Herring  Fijberies. 
The  whole  coaft  of  Scotland  may  be  confidered  as  om 
continued    fifticry,    diftinguiftied,  however,    by  various 
names : 

I.  The  Shetland,  or  Northern  Fifhery. 

a.  That  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  Pent- 

land  Firth  to  Berwick, 
3.  The  Wcftern,  or  Hcbride  Fifliery. 
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7i^  Shetland,  or  Northern  fifiery. 

I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  the  firft  aiencioned  filheries ;  the 
Eaft  Country  Herring  Fifliery  is.moflly  negleded,  and  the 
Weftern  FUhery  has  been  defcribed  in  the  preceding  journal. 
The  Shetland  Ifles  are  iituated  between  60  and  61  degrees 
of  north  latitude,  about  one  degree  north  from  the  Orkney  ^ 
Ifiesy  xoo  miles  from  the  mainland  of  Scotland,  and  nearly 
the  fame  diflaoce  from  the  coaft  of  Norway.  Of  thefe 
iflands  forty-fix  are  inhabited^  befides  a  number  of  lefler 
ones,  which  afford  a  little  grafs,  and  are  called  holms  | 
others  are  mere  rocks,  the  refideaceof  Toracious  fea  fowls, 
which,  like  the  human  fpecies,  refbrt  hither  after  the  her- 
rings and  other  filhes  that  abound  on  thefe  fliores.  The 
principal  ifland  of  this  divifion  is  called  Mainlandi 
it  extends  about  fixty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  is  in 
general  very  narrow,  and  much  interfe£led  with  bays  or 
openings,  (ome  of  which  penetrate  almoft  from  fide  to  fide. 
The  furface  of  thefe  iflands  is  rock,  or  mofs,  and  in  the 
▼alleys,  a  ftanty  portion  of  clay  foil,  which  prod  noes  fmall 
crops  of  barley  and  black  oats,  but  very  unequal  to  the 
wants  of  20,000  inhabitants,  who  in  bad  feafons  experi- 
ence all  the  diftrefles  of  poverty  and  famine.  Nature, 
however,  has  been  more  liberal  to  their  fhorcs,  not  only 
in  herrings,  but  in  various  fpecies  of  white  fift,  the  con- 
ftant  attendants  of  the  herrings  in  their  annual  migrations 
from  north  to  fouth. 

Lerwic,  the  principal  town  on  thefe  iflainds,  is 
fituated  upon  a  narrow  channel  of  the  mainland,  called 
Braffa  Sound.  Here  the  Dutch  and  other  foreigners  refort 
to  the  fiiheries  at  the  appointed  feafons,  when  Lerwic  has 
all  the  appearance  of  a  continued  market  or  fair. 
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d    fo    beneficial     ro     tHe     ***^X. 
F  xvoald   be    cotindered    as    ^^     ^^ 
not  folly  au  then  tica  tea  bJT  «    ^ 
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2  herrings,  and  9000  more 
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fort  the  2ad  or  23d  of  June  well  nigH  aooo  filhing  refleb* 
The  a4th  they  put  to  fca,  bciog  prohibited  till  that  day, 
and  a  penalty  upon  the  breaker  thereof,  holding  the  her- 
rings till  then  unfeafonable  to  fait,  for  their  fatnefs. 

*•  Every  one  of  thcfe  veflcls  that  day  direfts  its  courfe 
to  find  out  the  (hoal  of  herrings,  like  a  hound  that  pur- 
fues  the  head  of  a  dear  in  hunting :  vrhtn  they  have  laden 
their  biifles,  which  is  fooner  or  later,  as  they  find  the 
fhoal  of  herrings,  they  prcfently  return  home  for  Hol- 
land, and  leave  their  herrings  a(hore  to  be  there  repacked, 
and  from  thence  immediately  to  be  fent  into  the  Sound 
(the  Baltic),  where  they  receive  them  for  a  great  dainty. 

**  The  bufles  having  thus  diiburthened  themfelves  ia 
Holland,  once  more  furniflied  with  vifluals,  cafks  and 
fait,  they  repair  to  fea  to  look  out  the  (hoal  they  had 
formerly  left ;  and  then  finding  them,  and  filling  them 
once  again,  they  do  as  they  did  before,  return  to  Hoi* 
land. 

"  Nor  thus  ceafing,  the  third  time  they  repair  to  the 
Ihoal,  as  aforefaid  ;  and  in  their  three  fiftiings,  computing 
with  the  leaft,  they  take  to  the  number  of  100  lafts  of  her- 
rings, which  being  valued  at  ten  pounds  the  lad,  which 
IS  not  feventeen  (hillings  a  barrel,  will  amount  to  1000 
pounds  fterling  each  (hip. 

"  Many  times  this  fiftiing  fleet  is  attended  with  certain 
veffels  called  yawgers,  which  carry  fait,  cafk,  and  viftuals, 
to  truck  with  the  buJTes  for  their  herrings,  and  carry  them 
direftly  into  the  Sound,  without  returning  into  Holland  ; 
for  it  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence  and  gain,  to  bring 
the  firft  herrings  into  the  Sound ;  for  there  they  are, 
cfteemed  as  partridges  with  us,  at  their  firft  coming:  but 
aow  of  late  years  the  Hollanders  are  prohibited  by  the 
*  £  fiatet 
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Aate,  carrying  or  truckiog  away  their  fierrtogp,  tSl  tbef 
firft  laod  them  in  Hollaad  y  which  will  prove  the  more 
commodious  to  us.*' 

Sir  William  proceeds  next  to  ftate  the  expence  of  a  buTt 

of  feventy  tons  from  tlie  ftocks,  with  the  price  of  her  nets, 

tackling,   fair,   YiAuals*  calks»  mea's  wages,  and  other 

particulars;  likewife»  of  a  pink  of  forty  toiis»  for  the 

white  fiOiery.    He  alfo  draws  a  comparifoa  between  the 

Weft- India  trade  and  the  Briti(h  fi(heries,  wherein  he  ufea 

▼arious  arguments  to  prove,  that  the  latter  branch  is,  upon 

the  wholci  more  important  than  the  former,  and  merits 

the  firft  attention  of  the,  Britifh  government.    *'  Yoa  will 

wonder,  <<  fays  he,"  being  born  a  fubjeA  of  England,  aud 

ekfting  your  eyes  upon  the  gainful  (oil  of  the  land,  that 

you  never  conceived  what  the  fea  afforded  :   I  coafefs  It 

were  impoflible  for  you  to  live  in  that  igooraoce,  if  it  did 

not  appear  by  the  enfuing  difcourfe,    how  you,  your 

country,  and  efpecially  the  princes  of  thefe  realms,  have 

been  abufed,  and  the  profit  thereof  ^oncealed< 

*'  What  better  ^ight  can  we  have  for  this  work,  than 
from  our  neared  and  intimateft  friends  the  Hollanders  ? 
whp,  by  their  long  travels,  their  excefOve  pains,  their  in* 
genious  inventions,  their  incomparable  induftry,  and  pro- 
vident care,  have  exceeded  all  other  nations  in  their  ad* 
ventures  and  commerce,  and  made  all  the  world  femiliar 
with  them  in  traffic ;  whereby  we  may  juftly  attribute  to 
them,  what  the  Chinefe  aflumed  to  themfelves,  that  only 
they  have  two  eyes,  the  Europeans  but  one,  and  all  the 
reft  of  the  world  none.  How  can  this  better  appear  than 
oot  of  their  labours  and  our  fi(honly  I 

"  They  have  increafed  the  number  of  veflcls ;  they 

have   fupplied  the  world  with  food,   which  otherwife 
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urould  ha?c  found  a  fcarcity ;  they  have  advanced  trade 
fo  abundantly,  that  the  wealth  of  fubjefts  and  the  cuftoms 
of  prince?  have  found  the  benefit  of  it ;  and  laftly,  they 
have  thus  provided  for  themfeives,  and  all  people  of  all 
fores,  though  they  be  impotent  and  lame,  that  want 
employment,  or  that  are  forced  to  feek  work  for  thcu: 
maintenance. 

**  And  becaufe  their  quantity  of  fifli  is  not  to  be  vended 
in  their  own  provinces,  but  to  be  difperfed  in  all  parts 
of  Europe,  I  will  give  you  an  account  of  it,  as  it  hath 
been  carefully  bbferved  and  taken  out  of  the  cuftom-houfc 
books  beyond  the  feas.* 

"  In  four  provinces  within  the  Sound,  viz,  Koningf- 
berg,  Melvin,  Stetin,  and  Dantzick,  there  are  vended  in 
a  year  betwixt  30  and  40,000  lafts  of  herrings  ;  which 
will  amount  to  more  than  620,000  pounds;  and  we 
none, 

<*  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Leifland,  Rie,  Regel, 
Narpe,  and  other  towns  within  the  Sound,  take  off  above 
10,000  lafts,  worth  160,000  pounds. 

<<  The  Hollanders  fend  into  Ruffia  above  1500  lafts  of 
herrings,  fold  at  27,000  pounds ;  and  we  not  above  thirty 
or  forty  lafts. 

<«  Stodc,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Embden,  and  upon  the 
river  Elbe,  in  fifti  and  herrings  above  6000  lafts,  fold  at 
100,000  pounds ;  and  we  none. 

**  Cleveland,  Juliers,  up  the  River  Rhine,  Frankfort, 
Cologne,    and  over  all  Germany,   in  filh  and  herrings 

*  This  account  is  equally  curious  and  intcrefting,  as  it  points 
out  the  nnarkets  then  exiting,  and  which  Hill  remain,  thougn  in  a 
lefs  degree* 
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near  22000  lafts,  ambuntiog  to  440,000  pounds  |   and 
we  none, 

"  Gelderland,  Artois,  Hainhaut,  Brabaot,  Flanders, 
and  ihc  archduke's  countries,  8  or  9000  lafts,  fold  at 
eighteen  pounds  the  laft,  amoimts  to  160^000  pounds ; 
and  we  none. 

"  At  Roan  in  Normandy,  500  lafts  of  herrings,  fold 
at  10,000  pounds ;  and  we  not  100  Iqfis ;  there  com- 
monly fold  for  twenty,  and  fometimes  thirty  pounds  a 
laft.  .     ^ 

"  Befides  what  they  fpend  in  Holland,  and  fell  there  to 
other  nations,  the  value  of  many  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

"  Now  having  perfefted  the  valuation  of  the  Hollanders 
fi(h,  caught  in  our  feas^  a(nd  vended  into  foreign  countries, 
our  (hame  will  manifeftly  appear,  that  of  fo  many  thoa- 
fand  lafts  of  fifh,  and  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
in  money  made  by  them  ;  we  cannot  give  account  of  1 50 
lafts  taken  and  vended  by  us^ 

*'  The  Hollanders  are  no  lefs  to  be  commended,  in  the 
-  benefit  they  make  of  the  return  of  their  fifli ;  for  what 
commodity  foever  any  country  yields  in  lieu  thereof,  they 
tranfport  in  their  own  veflels  into  Holland,  where  they  have 
a  continual  ftaple  of  all  commodities  brought  out  of  the 
fouth,  from  thence  fent  into  the  north  and  the  eaft  coun- 
tries :  the  like  they  do  from  out  of  the  north  into  the 
fouth,  their  ftiips  continually  going  and  bringing  ineftima« 
ble  profit ;  like  a  weaver's  ftiuttlc,  he  cafts  from  one  hand 
to  another,  ever  in  aAion,  till  his  gain  appear  in  the  cloth 
he  makes. 

"  But  the  greateft  navigation  of  theirs,  and  of  moft  im- 
portance to  their  ftatc,  for  maintenance  of  ftiips  of  bur- 
then 
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then  aod  ftreDgth,  is  into  the  Strei^ts,  from  the  port  of 
ftforfeilleSy  along  the  coaft  as  far  as  Venice.  During  thefe 
eighteen  years  laft  paft  they  have  fo  incrcafed  their  navi- 
gation, whereas  before  they  had  not  above  two  (hips  to 
five  of  ours  within  the  Streights,  within  the  faid  eigh- 
teen years  they  are  able  to  (hew  ten  of  theirs  to  one  of 
ours,  and  merdy  by  the  trade  of  fifh ;  for  true  it  is,  that 
there  is  no  commodity  in  the  world  of  fo  great  bulk  and 
fmali  value,  or  that  can  fet  fo  many  (hips  of  burthen  to 
work, 

*'  The  principal  work  I  am  at,  is  how  to  undertake 
the  Hollanders  with  our  own  weapons,  and  how  to  equal 
them  with  pinks,  buflcs,  and  other  veflTels,  till  we  be  made 
partners  with  them  in  the  filhing :  not  out  of  eqvy  to  their 
labours ;  or,  to  revenge  difcourtelies :  only  we  will  feck  to 
do  what  nature^  diftates,  viz.  to  enjoy  and  make  ufe  of 
our  owHy  by  the  countenance  of  our  bleflfed  king,  that  iti 
jnftice  gives  all  people  their  right  and  due. 

"  I  prefent  you  not  with  toys  to  pleafe  children,  or 
with  (hadows  of  untruths ;  for  I  know  truth  to  be  fo 
noble  of  itfelf,  that  it  makes  him  honourable  that  pro- 
nounces it ;  and  that  an  honeft  man  will  rather  bear  vi\u 
nefs  againft  friendfliip  than  truth.  I  have  made  it  appear 
with  what  facility  the  Hollanders  go  through  with  xhzgoU 
den  mine  of  theirs,  whicl)  they  fo  term  in  their  proclama- 
tion extant :  I  make  proof  that  their  buflfes  and  pinks  are 
built  to  take  fifti;  that  they  fill  themfelvcs  thrice  a 
fummer  with  fi(h ;  that  this  fifh  is  vended  and  efteemed  as  . 
a  precbu^  food  in  all  the  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  that  the 
return  thereof  gives  them  means  to  live  and  breathe;  with^ 
out  which  they  could  not. 
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^^  It  Is  manifeft  that  fifti  has  brought  them  to  a  great 
ftrcngth  both  by  land  and  fca,  and  fame  withal,  in  mam- 
taining  tlJeir  inteAtne  war  aga'mft  fo  great  and  potent  an 
enemy  as  the  king  of  Spain* 

"  And  if  afl  thefe  benefits  appear  in  them,  and  nothing 
but  fhame  and  fcorn  in  us,  let  us  enter  into  the  caofe  there- 
of, and  fcek  to  amend  it ;  let  ns  labour  to  follow  their 
example,  which  is  better  than  a  fchoolnoaftcr  to  teach  us. 
Nothing  IS  our  bane  but  idleneis,  which  iogeuders  igo<>- 
jance,'  and  ignorapce  error ;  all  which  we  may  be  taxed 
with  I  for  to  a  flothfui  man  nothing  is  fo  eafy,  but  it  will 
prove  difficult,  if  it  be  not  done  willingly. 

**  There  are  but  two  things  required  m  this  work ; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  will  to  undertake  It,  and  money  to  go 
through  with  it,  which  being  found  we  will  pljice  cha- 
rity to  begin  at  home  with  ourfcWes,  before  we  yield  it 
to  our  neighbours;  and  then  this  bu/inefs  will  appear  to 
be  effefted  with  more  benefit,  more  (Irength,  more  re- 
nown, more  happlnefs,  and  lefs  expence  than  Hollanders 
have  or  can  go  through  withal.  Time  is  the  moft  pre- 
cious experience ;  and  you  fhall  find  that  time  will  cure  our 
careleflhefs  paft,  that  reafon  could  not  hitherto  do. 

"  The  inftruments  by  which 'the  Hollanders  work,  are 
their  veflTcls  of  feveral  kinds,  as  I  have  declared,  not  pro- 
duced out  of  their  own  country;  for  it  yields  nothing  to 
further  it,  but  their  own  pains  and  labour. 

"  Their  wood,  timber,  and  planks  to  build  fliips,  they 
fetch  out  of  divers  other  places ;  and  yet  are  thefe  no  more 
available  to  undertake  their  fiftiing  and  navigation,  thao 
weapons  are  without  hands  to  fight.  Their  iron,  hemp, 
cordage,  barrel -boards,  bread  and  malt,  they  are  beholding 
fpr  to  feveral  countries ;  and  if  at  any  time  out  of  difplea- 
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fore  they  be  prohibited  the  traofportation^  they  are  to  (bek 
a  new  oecdpatioa^  for  the  ftate  fails. 

^  Com{!iaring  their  cafualties  and  ioconveDien^  with 
ottrs,  you  QiaAl  difcera  the  advantage  and  benefit  God  has 
given  uSy  th  refpeA  of  them ;  for  all  the  materials  former- 
ly repeated,  that  go  to  their  (hipping,  England  yields 
molt  of  them,  or  in  little  time  the  earth  will  be  made  to 
produce  them  in  abundance ;  fo  that  we  (hall  not  need  to 
ftand  upon  the  courtefy  of  our  neighbours,  or  to  ventore 
Ae  hazard  of  the  fea  in  fetchlDg  them. 

"  Whereas  all  manner  of  people,  of  what  degree  fo- 
ever  in  Holland^  have  commonly  a  (hare,  according  to 
their  abilities,  in  this  fifhing ;  and  that  the  only  exception 
amongft  ourfelves,  is  t^ie  want  of  money  to  undertake  it, 
you  (hall  underftand  how  God  and  nature  have  provided 
for  US)  for  I  will  apparently  anfwer  the  obje£lion  of  mo- 
sey, and  caft  it  upon  the  flttggi(hnefs  and  ill-difpodtioa 
of  our  people,  who  if  they  will  take  away  the  caufe  of 
this  imputation,  they  (hall  take  away  the  offence  due  to  it, 
and  by  which  we  are  fcandalized. 

**  In  the  objedion  of  lack  of  money  to  fet  on,  foot  this 
work,  it  would  feem  ridiculous  to  firangers  that  behold 
the  wealth  and  glory  of  this  kingdom,  with  the  fump- 
ous  buildif^s,  the  coftly  infide  of  houfes,  the  mafs  of 
l^ate  to  deck  them,  the  daily  hofpitalicy  and  number  of 
fervantt  to  honour  their  mafters,  and  their  charitable 
alms  diflrlbuted  out  of  their  fuperfluities.  And  to  de- 
fcend  to  people  in  particular,  if  they  behold  the  bravery 
of  apparel  vainly  fpent,  the  rich  and  curious  jewels  to 
adorn  their  bodies,  and  the  needlefs  cxpences  yearly  waft* 
ed,  they  would  conclude,  that  it  was  not  want,  but  will, 
that  muft  be  our  impediment.** 
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After  edameratiDg  the  various  natural  produAioDS'raiied 
in  England  favourable  to  the  filhcries^  Sir  WUliam  en- 
forces bis  favourite  theme,  by  fundry  nautical  remairkSy  aU 
of  them  proving  beyond  a  donbt,  the  fuperlor  advan- 
tages which  the  natives  enjoy  from^their  local  fituatibuj 
and  the  riches  yet  in  ftore  from  this  inexhauftiblc 
.fource,  to  all  Briti(h  fubjcfts  who  (hall  fearch  after 
them, 

^'  All  the  (hoals  (fays  an  anonymous  author)  appointed 
by  the  immutable  decree  to  poflcfs  the  firths  and  bays  ob 
the  eaft  (hore  of  Britain,  come  into  the  German  fca  by 
the  eajd  fide  of  ShetUnd,  and  that  not  many  leagues  from 
fiiore ;  as  thofe  appointed  to  fpawn  on  our  north  and  weft 
bays  of  Scotland,  which  are  much  the  greater  numbers, 
fwim  by  the  weft  fide  of  it. 

"  But  thefe  natives  of  our  Scots  bays  in  the  German 
fea  fwim  clofe  by  the  (hore,  which  is  the  reafon  they  can- 
pot  efcape,  and  are  (b  broken  that  they  never  come  in 
confirmed  fiioals,  or  great  bodies,  to  their  fpawning  beds, 
any  year  the  Dutch  can  conftantly  keep  at  fea  the  months 
of  June  and  July.  For  how  is  it  poffible  to  efcape  5  or 
600  miles  of  nets  that  every  night  ftrains  every  foot  length 
of  water  five  or  fix  leagues  from  the  ftiore  ? 

*'  Every  Dutch  hufs  has  a  large  mile  length  of  very 
deep  nets  dragging  after  him  every  night  from  fua-fet  to 
fun-rifing.  There  are  about  6  or  700  of  them  come  now 
generally  out,  the  conftant  ftation  of  all  thefe  is  the 
caft  coaft  of  Shetland- j  they  never  go  further  than  four  or 
five  leagues  from  the  (hore,  yea  I  have  feen  them  fi(h 
within  half  a  league.  The  nearer  the  fliore,  fo  that 
there  is  water  deep  enough  to  keep  their  nets  from  the 
bottom,  they  fifti  the  better  :  for  the  herrings  that  make 
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their  courfe  to  the  caft  coaft,  fwim  dofe  by  the  (Lore  f 
for  no  compafs  more  juftly  direAs  the  (hip  to  her  port^ 
than  the  leaders  of  that  iaoumerable  army  of  herring 
'guidef  their  body  to  the  particular  bay  or  firth  natural 
to  them,  and  they  direAly  make  for. 
/  **  They  many  years  make  two  or  three  loaded  returns ; 
and  this  lafl:  fummer  (1728),  though  our  few  buffes  came 
liome  almoft  empty,  I  am  credibly  informed,  the  Dutch, 
after  ours  came  away,  carried  two  or  three  freights  home, 
though  it  is  certain  the  ftorminefs  of  the  fummer  hin- 
dered their  fiftiing  the  true  right  herring  on  the  coaft  of 
Shetland ;  but  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  by  their  good 
patience,  they  ftaid  out  the  bad  weather,  and  though 
•they  did  not  fifti  the  good  fat  herring  they  commonly 
iifed,  in  the  proper  ftation  for  fuch  herring,  they  followed 
the  herring,  picked  up  their  loadings  of  fpent  big^bellied 
Ones  on  the  coaft  of  Caithnefs,  Buchan,  Banft*,  and  all 
the  Murray  Firth.  Any  was  better  than  going  home 
empty  handed. 

•*  It  was  happy  for  our  (hallow  waters,  or  firth-fifli- 
sng,  the  fummer  was  fo  bad,  that  the  Dutch  could  not 
fiOi  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  Shetland,  to  take,  break,  or  di- 
vert the  (ho^s,  that  by  the  command,  and  unalterable 
decree  of  the  firft  omnipotent  Jiat^  are  appointed  con- 
ftantly  to  keep  that  very  route  to  come  to  our  (hores  and 
propagate  their  kinds.  For  fmce  the  French,  in  queen 
Ann's  reign,  burnt  5  or  600  Dutch  bufles  in  one  day,  we 
bad  not  fo  many  herrings  in  our  firths  and  bays  on  the  eaft 
coaft  of  Scotland,  as  we  had  this  year." 

Mr,  Grofctt,  a  Gentleman  of  Dutch  defcent,  hath  the 
following  remarks,  in  a  pamphlet  on  the  growth  of  the 
Dutch  States,  and  the  caufes  thereof. 

^'  If  we  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the  original  ftate  of 
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the  Dutch  ii(heries^or  by  what  means  they  raifed  themrelTCft 
to 'their  prefeDt  flate  of  opuleace,  we  (hall  find  that  they  were 
abfolurely  nothiog  more  than  mere  fifhermea,  who  had 
ColIeAed  themfelves  into  a  fmall  body,  from  diiFereot  qaar- 
terSy  and  lived  in  huts,  erected  upon  a  fpot  then  called 
Damfluysy  which  ftill  retains  its  name ;  but  to  the  afto- 
nKhment  of  travellers,  when  inquired  for,  will  be  found 
m  the  centre  of  the  famous  city  of  Amfterdam;  which^ 
though  originally  nothing  more  than  a  poor  fi(hing  ham- 
ktj  DOW  pretends  ,to  difpute  confequence  with  the  firft 
trading  city  of  the  known  world — London. 

**  Early  in  the  twelfth  century,  their  progrcfs  was  (o 
great,  that  the  Harlemers  and  Waterlanders  became  jea* 
Jous  of  them,  embraced  a  frivolous  opportunity  of  joining 
John  VI.  Count  Florent,  attacked  the  poor  fifhermcn, 
and  totally  deflroyed  their  habitations  to  the  very  foonda* 
tioQS.  In  1300,  they  found  themfelves  re- aflcmbled  in  a 
confiderable  body,  on  the  old  fpot;  and  in  1342  they 
obtained  a  renewal  of  their  privileges  from  the  then  reign- 
ing Count  Florent,  William  IV.  In  1346,  the  lord(hip  ' 
of  that  domain  devolved  to  the  Earls  of  Holland  by  mar« 
liage,  fince  which  they  have  increafed  by  degrees  to  their 
prefent  pitch  of' undoubted  opulence. 

••  The  great  increafe  of  people,  in  procefs  of  time,  ob- 
liged them  to  feek  new  fields  of  employment.  Of  courfe, 
none  could  be  more  eligible  than  the  fifliery  which  they 
difcovered  on  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  and  weftern  iflandsof 
Scotland,     This  branch*  they  ftuck  clofely  to,  till  the 

EnglUh 


*  Mr.  GrofTett  is  under  a  mtftake  in  making  the  weft  fide  of 
Brftam  tbe  feat  of  the  Dutch  herring  fisheries.  A  few  familiet 
were  permitted  to  fettle^-  as  before  obferved,  on  the  Lewis  Iflanda 
and  were  aftciwarda  driven  away.     The  great  Dutch  htttcry  was 
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Englifli  dircovered  the  Whale  Filhery,  id  Queen  Elizadietb^fl 
lime.  From  1598  the  Englifti  carried .  oa  'thai  branch 
unrivalled  till  161 2,  ivhen  the  Hollaoders  fent  thdr 
firft  fhip  to  Spitfbergen,  or  GrecQlaDd,  in  hopes  of  reap- 
ing a  part  of  the  benefit  of  that  tnoft  beneficial  difcoverjr. 
The  Englifli  claimed  the  property  as  the  firft  dtfcoveren, 
and  would  not  allow  the  Datch  to  fifli  thereaboi:(t,  or  have 
any  (hare  in  fo  profitable  a  trade.  The  conteft  ran  high, 
and  iundry  bickerings  enfued  between  the  Ibips  of  both 
sations.  At  length  the  fiares  general,  vnwiUiEig  to  give 
offence  to  king  James,  fenc  a  deputation  to  Eti^land,  ta 
treat  upon  the  fubjeA  of  the  freedom  of  the  fiibery ;  tho 
king  av(jded  giving  any  absolute  decifioa  in  point  of 
right ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  his  majefty  not  encouraging 
the  Englifii  merchants  to  difturb  the  Dutch,  it  remained 
a  matter  undetermined,  and  both  parties  went  on  fifliing 
as  before.  Soon  after,  the  Danes,  Hamburgbers,  and 
French,  began,  and  have  ever  fince  c(Mitioued  to  fi(h  ia 
thofe  feas. 

"  The  Dutch  have  found  fo  eflential  an  intereft  in  the 

continuance  of  fiiheries,  that  they  do  give  every  poffible 

encouragement  to  the  profecution  of  them.     By  inatten* 

.  tion,   we  loft  the  fway  in  the  Greenland  fisheries,  though 

the  &&  difcoverers :  and,  by  negligence,  We  have  fuffered 

formerly,  at  it  is  at  prefcnt,  carried  on  up^n  the  eaft  fide  of  thd 
Shetland  Iflaads,  from  whence  the  bufTes  ibmetirees  follow  the 
herrings  down  the  channel,  till  want  of  (lores  or  other  ciixumftauces 
oblige  them  to  return  to  the  grand  rendezvous  off  BrafTa  Sound, 
in  Shetland. 

If  the  Borth-weft  coafts  of  Scotland  be  unfavourable  for  a  Dutch 
fUhery,  that  of  Ireland  is  much  more  Com  Voyages  from  Holland 
by  the  Peniland  Firth  to  the  coaA  of  Donnegal  would  require,  upon 
an  average,  three  or  four  weeks,  beHdes  unavoidable  dangers  $ 
while  thofe  to  the  Shetland  lAes  may\>e  performed,  almoft  with 
any  wind,  in  ten  or  twelve  days  at  fartheft. 
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the  Dutch  to  raife  imraeofe  fortaaes  from  our  fliores, 
by  the  hcrriog  fifticrics.  Their  unintcirupted  pofleffion 
of  that  lucrative  branch  of  traffic*  was  what  originally 
gave  birth  to  their  now  general  commercial  interconrfe, 
and  confeqnence,  with  every  trafficking  quarter  of  the 
world.  Our  seas  were  their  original  ifiMESt 
as  acknowledged  by  the  Datch,  and  inay  be  feen  on  the 
face  of  one  of  their  proclamations  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  fx(heries»  bearing  date,  anno  1624;  they  there 
call  it  their  golden  mine,  from  which  they  have  long 
derived  a  ftaple  commodity,  to  barter  againft  articles  which 
other  nations  had  to  fpare." 

Sir  Luoins  Obrien  juftly  obferves,  **  that  fince  the 
firft  efiabliftiment  of  the  herring  fiOiery,  the  Dutch  have 
enjoyed  the  principal  part  of  it;  to  this  they  ftand  in- 
debted for  their  freedom,  having  thereby  been  enabled  to 
contend  fuccefsfully  with  the  richeft  monarch  and  moft 
powerful  nation  in  Europe,  and  not  only  to  defend  them- 
felves>  but  during  the  courfe  of  a  long  war  to  beautify 
their  country,  fortify  their  cities,  eftablifli  a  powerful 
marine,  and  fix  colonies  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the 
world ;  and  in  the  midft  of  all  tbefe  expences  to  inoftafe 
daily  in  wealth  and  fplendour ;  and  therefore  it  is  not 
without  reafon  that,  by  order  of  the  ftates,  it  is  inferted 
in  the  daily  prayers  offered  up  in  their  churches,  that 
God  would  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  blefs  their  land,  and  to 
preferve  to  them  the  great  and  fmall  fifheries. 

"  The  French  too  have  benefited  themfelves  exceed- 
ingly by  this  trade,  and  yet  thefe  nations  are  obliged  to 
ieek  their  fi(h  on  our  coafts,  by  a  long  and  expenHve  na- 
vigation in  large  (hips,  while  providence  bringeth  them 
even  to  our  doors ;  it  might  be  expefted  we  (hould  be 
able  to  take  them  at  a  much  lefs  expence  by  boats,  and 
cure  them  more  perfedlly  on  our  (hores ;  and  yet  his  ma- 
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jefty's  fubjeAs  have  not  yet  beea  able  to  eftablifli  this  fi(b« 
ery  effeftuallyy  probably  from  the  poverty  and  oegle^  of 
the  Dorthweft  parts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  to  both  of 
\i^hich  couDtries  every  year  comes  as  great  an  abundance 
of  herrings,  as  to  any  part  of  the  world,  while  the  wretch- 
ed inhabitants  have  neither  a  ftock  of  fait  fuf&dent  to  fave 
even  what  they  can  catch,  nor  a  fufficient  number  of 
barrels  to  pack  them  in.'^ 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  George  Dempster,  E/q^  to  Mr. 
JoHNRtCHARDsoN,  Fijb  Curcr  in  Perth,  October  4, 1785. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  The  moment  I  fent  you  the  hint  about  pre- 
fervittg  fi{h  in  finow  and  ice,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Dalrymple 
(Alexander)  for  further  particulars  :  I  found  he  fpoke  by 
report.  But  the  perfon  is  in  England,  and  he  has  writ- 
ten to  him.  But  it  would  feem  to  me,  that  with  the  fpirit 
of  inquiry  and  experiment  of  this  age  and  this  country, 
we  (hail  fpeedily  exceed  the  Chinefe  as  much  in  this  as 
in  other  arts. 

'*  We  know  that  heat  and  cold  communicate  themfelves 
to  adjoining  bodies,  till  they  are  all  at  an  equal  degree 
of  heat  or  cold,  but  proportioned  to  their  refpeftive 
mafTes. 

"  Thus  if  a  body  weighing  lolb.  weight,  has  80  degrees 
of  heat,  and  another  body  of  the  fame  weight  only  30 
degrees,  and  if  they  are  put  in  contaA,  both  bodies  will 
foon  be  55  degrees  hot.  But  if  the  cold  body  be  double 
weight,  the  heat  of  both  will  be  proportionably  lefs,  and 
fo  forth ;  on  this  principle  1  (hould  think  it  might  be  ad- 
vifable  to  depofite  falmon,    when  newly  caughty  in  an 
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ice-houfe,  and  cover  them  over  with  ictf.  The  falmoil 
\70uld  fooQ  be  frozen,  and  in  that  ftate  they  might  be  pre- 
ferved  in  a  tight  dry  chamber,  in  the  bold  of  a  veflel, 
with  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  ice  or  fnow,  perhaps  not 
more  than  their  own  weight.  And  when  there  is  any 
^  anxiety  aboot  difpatching  the  (almon  foon,  they  might  be 
fplir,  or  cut  in  fmall  dices,  before  being  put  to  freeze. 
If  they  are  difpatcbed  in  frofty  weather,  the  obje£l  in 
that  cafe  would  be,  to  let  the  air  get  free  accefs  to  them 
in  the  veflel,  which  would  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  ice 
or  fnow. 

«*  There  is  fo  much  reafon  in  this  way  of  conveying  a 
delicate  article  like  fi(h  to  a  diftant  market,  that  it  will 
be  a  pity  to  be  difcouraged,  by  a  firft  and  fecond  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt.  We  know  in  all  the  frozen  r^ions, 
poultry,  and  meat  of  every  kind,  is  killed  (bon  after  the 
froft  fets  in,  and  pfed  in  very  good  condition  occafionally 
through  the  winter.  It  would  perhaps  be  no  bad  fpe- 
cuiatbn  to  fend  poultry,  eggs,  and  above  all  game  in  the 
fame  way.  It  is  the  cuftom  here  for  fifhmongers  to 
make  prefents  to  their  cufiomers,  of  hares,  and  wood- 
cocks.  They  w'ould  be  glad  to  find  fuch  articles  at  Bil- 
lingfgate.  The  apartments  in  the  veflfels  might  perhaps 
be  lined  with  flag  flones,  being  more  retentive  of  cold 
than  wood.  Might  not  fruit,  oranges,  lemons,  and  ap- 
ples, be  brought  back  among  the  fnow,  or  ice  from  Lon- 
don, to  good  account,  in  the  winter  time  i  In  (horr, 
diis  fcheme  feems  lo  bid  fair  to  open  a'  new  and 
Tcry  extenfive  fpecies  of  coafling  trade,  not  only  widi 
Iiondon,  but  between  the  whole  northern  and  fouthem 
parts  of  the  ifland.*' 

Ttiis  experiment  of  preferving  falmon  by  means  of  ice^ 
bas  proved  very  fuccefsful.    The  fiOi  are  put  into  an  ice- 
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hoafe  as  foon  as  they  are  caught ;  from  thence  they  are 
ihipped  for  LoodoQ  in  ftroDg  wooden  boxes,  containing  fix 
or  feven  falmon  each.  A  board  of  ice  is  placed  at  the  bot- 
tom, and  on  each  fide  of  the  box;  this  being  done,  the  fal* 
mon  are  placed  upon  one  another,  with  a  board  of  ice 
between  them,  and  another  at  the  top  of  the  box.  Being 
thus  placed  alternately  between  thick  boards  of  ice,  they 
will  eat  as  frefti  and  fweet  as  when  they  were  brought  out 
of  the  water. 

In  my  laft  journey  from  the  North  Highlands,  I  was 
informed  at  Banfi^  that  the  falmon  are  there  bled  at  the 
gills  as  foon  as  they  are  hauled  into  the  boats,  which  me* 
thod  is  confidered  as  an  improvement  in  curing* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  wi  improving  MoorlanJsy  from  Georcb 
Dempster,  E/q.  at  Buxton,  September  1784,  /• 
James  Guthrie,  Efq.    , 

•*  The  peak  of  Derby  was  till  very  lately  one  continued 
heath,  and  is  fituated  in  fo  high  a  region,  that  the  few 
oats  they  fow  here,  are  at  prefent,  the  i6th  of  September, 
only  beginning  to  ripen,  and  will  not  be  fit  for  cutting 
down  thefe  eight  or  ten  days.  From  coal  being  plenty, 
there  has  been  little  of  the  turf  carried  away  for  fud, 
(b  that  by  the  gradual  decay  of  the  heath  there  is  formed 
ft  Ibrt  of  turfy  foil  under  the  heath,  in  fome  places  three 
or  four  feet  deep,  in  general  a  foot  or  two,  which  has 
cataAly  the  appearance  of  our  peat  in  Scotland,  and  would* 
I  have  no  doubt,  be  equally  combufttble.  At  prefent 
the  appearance  of  the  peak  is  very  much  altered.  Not 
only  the  vales  feem  very  well  cultivated,  but  the  hilU  ane 
to  alfo.  Litde  heath  is  to  be  fcen ;  the  ground  is  endofed 
with  limeftooe  walls,  like  the  Galaway  fnap  dykes,  and 
thefe  inclofures  carry  a  very  rich  nourithing  grafs. 
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*<  tt  maft  be  of  importance  to  the  farmers,  and  ftiQ  more 
to  the  proprietors  of  eftates  in  Scotland,  where  there  is 
fo  much  heath,  to  know  tlie  means  by  which  this  change 
on  the  face  of  the  peak  of  Derby  has  been  efTefled  in  fo 
fiiort  a  fpace  of  time.  After  a  very  minute  inquiry,  I  find 
the  following  mechod  has  been  generally  puriued  :  The 
ground  is  firft  fufficiently  endofed  with  a  ftone  wall; 
ftone  abounding  for  the  purpofc,  every  where.  The  en- 
clofuces  are  of  very  various  fizes,  from  two  to  one  hundred 
acres.  The  heath  is  then  covered  with  burnt  lime,  at* 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  horfe-loads  the  acre.  A  horfe- 
load  confifts  of  ten  pecks,  or  two  buOiels  and  a  half.  The 
lime  ts  laid  down  in  little  hea))s,  and  when  fallen  by  the 
weather,  is  fpread  as  equally  as  poffible  over  the  field. 
The  cfFefts  are  perceived  even  in  the  firft  year,  by  its  be- 
ginning to  deftroy  the  heath,  and  bring  up  a  fweet  natural 
grafs.  Every  year  t^e  fame  effefts  increafe,  till  in  the 
courfe  of  five  or  fix  years  the  heath  is  entirely  extirpated, 
and  the  field  covered  with  good  grafs.  I  have  infpe£led 
many  fields,  in  all  their  diifFerent  ftates  after  liming,  and  I 
have  perceived  the  heath  ftill  remaining  on  the  ground, 
but  killed,  as  efFeftually  as  if  it  had  been  pulled  up  by 
the  roots.  The  price  of  the  lime  is  about  four-pence  half- 
penny the  horfe-load.  There  are  fome  farmers  who  put 
double  the  quantity  above  mentioned  to  the  acre,  and,  as 
1  am  informed,  with  great  advantage  to  the  ground, 
which  is  thereby  fooner  freed  from  the  heath,  and  clothed 
with  a  richer  and  clofer  pile  of  grafs.  The  worft  fields, 
worth  very  little  in  their  original  ftate,  are  let  at  various 
prices,  from  thirty  to  ten  (hillings  an  acre  of  yearly  rent. 
It  has  been  ufual  alfo  for  fome  farmers  to  pare  and  burn 
the  heath,  fow  turnips,  then  barley,  and  hayfeeds,  and  after- 
wards to  lime  their  fields.  But  this  fyftcm  is  found  not 
only  much  more  expenfive,  but  lefs  profitable.  The 
furfaoe  of  the  heath  being  broken  by  the  plough,  the  lime; 
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is  fuppofed  to  fink  down  too  fad  into  the  ground.  I 
could  not  afcertain  the  exadl  weight  of  a  baOiel  of  lime 
fhclls.  But  an  ordinary  horfe  of  the  country  carries  two 
bu(hels  and  a  half  of  it,  a  one-horfe  cart,  ten  bufliels,  and 
a  team  of  four  or  five  horfes,  about  twenty  five  or  thirty 
bufhels.  Mr.  Robert  Longdon,  of  Buxton,  who  has  im* 
proved  a  farm  for  himfelf  of  300  acres  in  the  Peak,  in- 
forms me  he  has  improved  fome  land  in  the  above  defcribed 
manner,  but  more  frequently  burns  the  heath,  puts  on 
about  1 20  load  of  lime,  then  harrows  the  land  with  a  very 
heavy  harrow,  and  fowsit  with  about  24  bu(heIsof  hay-feeds, 
by  which  he  finds  it  comes  more  quickly  into  grafs,  than  by 
leaving  the  lime  to  confume  the  heath  gradually.  He  has 
alfo  ploughed  up  the  heath,  and  limed  the  land,  and  fown 
hayfeeds  without  fowing  corn.  Iv  aflced  him  how  he 
would  proceed  with  heathy  land,  where  the  clay  and  till 
was  very  near  the  furface,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many  of 
the  Scotch  moors :  In  that  cafe  he  faid  he  would  burn  the 
heath,  if  it  were  long  enough,  and  put  on  lime,  and  fow 
hayfeeds.  If  not  long  enough,  he  would  lime,  harrow, 
and  fow  grafs  (hayfeeds),  but  would  not  plough. 

Copies  of  Two  Letters  on  the  above  fubje^,  from  Jauus 
Guthrie,  E/q.  at  Buxton,  May  30,  and  June  3, 
1785,  /^George  Dempster,  E/q. 

As  to  the  improvement  of  muirland  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, the  accounts  you  fent  me  of  it  laft  year,  gave  me  a 
great  defire  to  fee  it,  but  the  weather  ever  fince  we  came 
here  has  been  fo  extremely  cold  and  wet,  I  have  never 
yet  been  able  fufficiently  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity,  nor  to 
explore  any  of  the  wonders  of  the  Peak. 

*  F  I  have' 
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operations  of  fome  of  bis  neighbours,  who  have  followed 
his  example.  They  think  that  quantity  necefiary  to  van- 
quiih  heath,  but  where  the  ground  will  ftdmit  of  paring, 
burning,  and  (hallow  plowing,  juft  fufficient  to  level  a&d 
fmooth  the  furface,  a  quantity  equal  to  our  hundred  bolls 
of  lime-(heils  will  do;  and  that  quantity  is  ufed  by  pro- 
prietoi^s  and  farmers,  not  only  upon  new  ground,  but  to 
improve  old  grafs  lands.  Corn  never  ripens  here,  and  is 
therefore  almoft  entirely  excluded  their  fyficm  of  hu(^ 
bandry. 

As  I  faid  before,  I  fear  we  cannot  carry  this  praAicft 
into  Scotland,  with  the  fame  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  becaufe 
I  know  no  place  where  we  have  lime  fo  cheap,  and  it  does 
not  appear  to  anfwer,  when  laid  on  in  fmall  quantities. 
It  is  likewife  a  matter  of  doubt  with  me,  if  our  muirs* 
which  in  general  have  a  wet  cold  mortar  or  till  at  bot- 
tom, are  of  fo  improvable  a  nature  as  in  Derbyfliire, 
where  the  bottom  is  lime-flone  ;  but  wherever  our  muirs 
are  dry,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  cheap  lime  or  ihell 
marie,  the  experiment  ought  to  be  tried. 

In  return  for  the  indruAion  they  furmlh  us  with  ia 
pplnt  of  liming  muir  grounds,  I  thiak  we  can  give  them 
a  leflbn  of  planting  them,  which  is  an  unpardonable  neg- 
left  in  this  cold,  bleak  country,  where  timber  would 
thrive  fo  well,  and  where  they  are  in  fuch  want  of  (bel- 
ter. Notwithftanding  Dr.  Johnfon's  fneer  at  us  for  our 
ftonc  hedges ;  I  am  fure  there  are  more  dykes  in  Dcrby- 
ihire  than  in  all  Scotland."^ 

•  Thit  gentleman,  it  would  appear,  h^s  not  feen  one  half  of 
Seotland. 
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My  Dear  Sir, 

This  is  the  third  letter  I  have  the  hoftour  to  ad- 
drefs  to  you  fince  I  came  to  this  place,  though  by  your 
favour  of  the  31ft  of  May,  which  I  received  this  day,  I 
find  none  of  then!  had  then  reached  you.  Indeed  the  poft 
feems  To  irregular  and  uncertain,  that  Lord  Dalhoufie  and 
I  have  been  threatening  to  drop  all  correfpondence  till  we 
leave  Buxton*  The  letters  -we  receive  from  Scotland  arc 
commonly  nine  or  ten  days  old,  and  come  here  by  ^the 
way  of  London.  Our  letters  from  thence  are  always  three 
or  four  days  old,  and  whether  any  letters  wrote  by  us 
have  ever  left  Buxton  we  know  not,  for  we  have  never 
yet  received  an  anfwer  to  any  of  them. 

We  have  (lili  extreme  cold  weather,  and  almoft  incef- 
fant  rain,  in  fpite  of  which  I  have  been  out  furveying  the 
Duke  of  Devonfhire's  muirland  improvements,  but  have 
not  yet  been  fo  fortunate,  as  to  meet  with  his  improver 
Mr.  Longden,  though  I  have  called  Upon  him  twice. 
I  imagine  he  is  fo  much  harsifled  with  vifits  of  that  kind, 
that  he  does  not  choofe  to  be  at  home.  Our  landlord  Mr. 
"Wheeldon,  who  is  a  farmer  too,  rode  over  alLthe  limed 
lands  with  me,  but  could  give  but  a  very  imperfcft 
account  of  many  things  Longden  could  explain  to  me. 
I  would  be  glad  to  fee  his  method  tried  in  Scotland,  and 
(hould  have  little  doubts  of  its  fuccefs,  but  for  the  great 
difference  in  the  quality  of  the  muirlands  of  the  Peak, 
and  any  part  of  Scotland  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  A 
field  of  heath, 1  faw  to  day  newly  limed,  I  thought  at  firfl 
view  looked  by  all  the  world  like  Lorns  hill.  The  fur- 
face  quite  blacky  and  fomething  like  coarfe  red  clay  ap- 
peared below  it  in  the  bottoms  of  the  care  and  water 
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tracks  ;  but  when  I  alighted  to  examine  it,  I  fonnd  it  a 
toixtarc  of  clay  and  fand,  quite  free  of  (Vones,  and  of  a 
loamy  quality.  Though  it  has  rained  every  day  fince  we 
came  here,  there  was  not  a  pool  of  water  to  be  feen  ;  had 
it  been,  of  the  nature  of  our  cold  mortar  or  till>  it  would 
have  been  all  a  puddle.  > 

As  genteel  Families  in  the  Highlands  are  much  dijlreffed 
from  the  want  of  yeaft^  the  following  receipt,  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Dempster,  will  be  found  u/e/uL 
Receipt  to  make  perpetual  7>a^,  or  Barm;  Take  ilb.  of 
flour  (fine),  make  it  the  thicknefs  of  gruel  with  boiling 
water,  add  to  it  half  a  pound  of  raw  fugar,  mix  them 
well  together,  put  three  fpoonfulls  of  well  purified  yeaft 
into  a  large  veflel,  upon  which  pour  the  above  ingredients; 
they  will  foon  ferment  violently,  Colleft  the  yeaft  off 
the  top,  and  put  it  into  a  brown  fmall-neck'd  pot,  cover 
it  up  from  the  air,  keep  itin  a  dry  and  warmifh  place ; 
when  ufed  in  part,  replace  with  flour  made  into  a  thin 
pafte,  and  fugar  in  the  former  proportions.  I  faw  this 
ufed  after  it  had  been  five  months  made.  No  yeaft  is 
neceflary  except  the  firft  time. 

'Memorandums    concerning   the    Village    of  Lawrence 
Kirk.* 

This  village  till  the  year  1768,  was  only  what  is  called 
a  Kirktown,  and  confifted  of  fix  or  feven  houfes, 

F  3  Its 

•  Thefe  important  obfervations,  written  by  Lord  Gardcnftone, 
were  communicated  by  George  Dempfter,  Efq.  They  feem  to  have 
been  drawn  up  chiefly  for  the  penifal  of  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  a 
fiuniber  of  gentlemen,  who  are  at  prefent  raifing  a  confiderable  towa 
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Re  Utoation  is  hi  fome  rcfpefts  advantageous^  and  it 
lies  aader  fome  diladvamag^s.  It  is  placed  in  the  heart 
of  a  populouSy  ioduftrious  country,  in  which  the  manu^ 
faAoiy  of  low-priced  linen  has  been  e(labli(hed.  It  is  alio 
a  ffage  on  the  great  road  from  Perth  to  Aberdeen.  There 
are  adjoining  fields  very  fit  for  bleaching,  and  well  fup- 
plied  with  dreams  and  fprings  of  water.  Its  chief  difad- 
vantage  is  the  difficulty  and  charge  of  being  {applied  with 
fuel,  having  no  turf,  and  long  land  carriage  of  coal  ekven 
miles  on  a  road  not  yet  very  good  from  our  fea  port. — ^I 
was  convinced  that  the  benefits  of  fituation  joiaod  t»  a 
fpirk  of  induAry  duly  encouraged,  were  fufiicknt  to  for- 
mount  the  difficulties,  and  in  tbe  faid  year  1768,  I  em* 
barked  in  the  project  of  a  village;— rundirmayed  by  various 
loOes  and  difappointments,  I  have  fieadily  perfevered»  and 
can  now  with  great  pleafure  fay,  that  this  fcheme  has  fuc- 
eeeded  on  the  whole  beyond  my  mod  (anguine  hopes. 

Having  planned  the  village  flreet  through  a  traft  of 
very  barren  ground,  I  published  advertifements  through 
the  country,  that  induflrious  feitlers  would  meet  with  en- 
couragement. Very  moderate  promifes  to  induftry,  fuch  as 
five  guineas  for  the  firft  four  looms  in  any  Weaver's 
houfe,  were  propofed. 

Lots  of  lands  in  the  line  of  the  village,  for  honfes  and 
gardens  were  to  be  granted  at  the  rate  of  fixpence  per 
fail,  i.  e«  four  pounds  per  acre ;  the  fettlers  were  not  to 

on  the  Duke's  eftatc  near  Perth,  called  Stanley*  It  is  to  be  wifhed 
that  the  liberal  fpirit,  perceivable  throughout  the  whole  deuil,  and 
the  good  efFe£ls  thereof,  may  open  the  eyes  of  many  proprietors  of 
Jands  whofe  narrow  condu£^  has  impeded  the  growth  of  tovuit 
suid  manufa£l\ucs  which  they  have  been  attempting  to  raife  upon 
their  cilatcs. 
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have  fQQS  but  Icafes  for  one  hundred  years  of  their  groupds 
for  houfes  and  gardens.  They  might  alfo  have  fmall 
farqis  from  two  to  five  acres,  at  very  moderate  rent,  with 
gradual  rifes  for  an  endurance  of  nineteen  years  with  a  fur- 
vivapcy  to  hufl>and  and  wife.  Thefe  fmall  farms  Mrere 
generally  let  at  firft  for  ten  (hillings  per  acre,  with  rifes  lip 
to  fifteen,  eighteen,  and  twenty  (hillings  during  theleafe; 
and  according  to  the  quality  of  the  land. — The  fettlers 
vere  to  build  their  own  houfes,  and  keep  them  in  repairs. 

In  a  few  years  I  varied  this  plan,  finding  that  it  was 
not  thought  fufficiently  encouraging  to  fettlers  in  the  vil- 
lage.— My  view  from  the  beginning  was  to  make  the  peo- 
ple who  fettled  in  the  village  eafy  and  independent,  not 
doubting  that  fuch  people  would  make  my  adjoining  land 
valuable — ^I  could  not  carry  my  land  to  the  ^atcs  of  a 
thriving  town,  but  I  could  anfwer  the  iame  purpofe  by 
erefting  and  eftablilhing  a  thriving  town  in  the  heart  of 
my  land. — By  this  time  I  felt  an  agreeable  zeal  in  the  pro- 
jeA,  and  cootraAed  a  fond  affeftion  to  the  people  as  they 
became  inhabitants  of  my  village. — /  have  tried  in  fome 
nuafiire,  a  variety  of  the  pleafures  ivhich  mankind  pur/ue  i 
tut  never  reUfl>eji  any  fo  much  as  the  pleqfure  arifing  from 
the  pragr^fi  of  my  village. 

Upon  my  original  plan  as  above  explained,  teveral  good 
^nd  induArious  tradefmed,  particularly  weavers,  made  fet- 
tlements  ip  my  village,  with  the  long  leafes  for  their  houfes 
^nd  gardens,  and  with  fmall  farms  on  the  moderate  leafe. 
Thefe  people  appeared  on  a  trial  for  fome  years  to  be  con- 
tented and  thriving. — They  had  been  fubtenants  in  the 
pqntry,  and  were  fenfible  that  they  had  changed  to  a 
better  condition. — Yet  one  of  them,  a  fagacious  fellow,  and 
^  great  favourite,  informed  me  that  though  he  and  the 
other  (ettlers  were  well  fatisfied,  an  opinion  prevailed  in 
the  country,  that  my  rents  for  houfes  and  garden  were^oo 
r  4  h'gh. 
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higlv,  unlcfs  I  was  to  grant  fews  in  place  of  the  long  leafes. 
I  was  firm  ia  my  opinion  (and  for  many  reafons  I  am  fo 
ftill),  that  a  leafe  for  fuch  fmall  lots  of  ground,  is  a 
Dauch  more  proper  tenure  and  title,  than  the  feudal  in- 
veftiturej—But  upon  this  judicious  hint,  I  refolved  to 
offer  more  encouraging  propofals  for  feitlers  in  the  village. 

Accordingly  I  publifhed  advertifements  through  the 
country,  that  for  encouraging  of  fettlers  in  the  village  ia 
future,  I  was  to  grant  leafes  of  ground  for  houfes  and 
gardens,  at.  the  rate  of  three  pence  per  fall,  in  place  of 
fixpence,  and  that  thefe  leafes  were  to  be  renewable  for 
ever  on  payment  at  the  end  of  every  hundred  years,  of 
two  years  rent  as  a  grajfom.  At  the  fame  tinae  in  juilic^ 
to  my  original  fettlers,  I  granted .  new  leafes  to.  them  <a^ 
thefe  advantageous  terms.  . 

The  effeft  of  this  meafure  was  popular  beyond  what 
I  could  imagine.  In  a  few  years  the  number  of  ioduftrloua 
inhabitants  iacreafed  furprifingly. — I  have  always  coofi- 
dered  it  as  a  material  part  of  my  plan,  that  the  fttticrt 
mud  build  their  4^wn  houfes.  This  regulation  proved  a 
real  teft  of  fome  merit  in  every  fettler,  and  efFcftually  eX' 
eluded  the  idle  and  deftitute,  who  infeft  many  of  our  vil- 
lages.— In  faft,  every  tradefman  who  has  been  able  to 
clear  his  way  by  building  proper  houfes,  cultivating  his 
garden  ground,  and  putting  in  good  order  his  little  farm 
(all  inclofed),  is  happy,  and  thriving  beyond  what  they  can 
be  in  ncighbouriog  towns,  where  they  can  farm  no  more 
by  induftry,  aod  pay  high  rents  for  houfes  and  ihops, 
without  the  precious  accommodation  of  garden  grounds 
ai]d  fmall  firms. — One  of  my  tjradefnjen  poflefles  his  houfe 
and  an  ample  garden  of  40  falls,  for  a  rent  of  ten  fliillings. 
In  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Montrofe  or  Brechin,  he 
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^ould  pay  from  fix  to  len  times  that  rent,  for  worfe  ac- 
comtnodsition  id  houfes  only. 

For  fcveral  years  I  adhered  ftriftly  to  another  falutary 
rate,  that  I  gave  no  aids  id  credit  or  money  to  any  of  the 
fettlerSy  till  he  had  made  confiderable  progrefs  in  his  own 
fettlement,  and  till  I  had  ground  to  be  fatisfied  of  his 
prudence  and  induflry.  I  then  in  many  cafes  advanced 
moderate  aids  in  money  upon  fecurity  for'fome  years  with- 
out intereft.  It  is  remarkable  that  as  long  as  I  did  adhere 
to  this  rule,  the  money  was  in  every  inftancc  well  laidou^ 
and  has  aAually  been  repaid. 

My  rage  for  advancing  the  village,  grew  loo  ftrong  for 
•  thefe  prudential  regulations :  I  was  induced  to  embark 
with  feveral  fplendid  projeftors,  by  whom  Ifaffered  con- 
fiderable lofles ;  I  had  an  undertaker  for^  a  linen  manu- 
faftory  from  the  North, — a  flocking  weaver  from  Edin* 
burgh  ; — and  from  London,  I  had  a  very  Mattering  pro- 
jcftor  of  a  printing  field. — Thefe  different  fchemes  went 
on  for  feveral  years  upon  my  credit,  and  to  a  large  extent*-— 
They  all  in  the  end  mlfcarried,  and  I  by  coftly  experience 
learned  my  error  in  departing  from  my  original  regulation, 
to  give  no  aid  in  money  or  credit,  except  to  thofe  who 
once  fettled  themfelves,  and  appeared  from  their  conduft, 
to  deferve  afliftance  in  a  courfe  of  thriving. 

I  muft  however  advert,  that  in  my  dealings  with  thofe 
unfuccefsful  adventurers,  I  happily  adhered  to  my  other 
original  regulation,  that  every  fettlcr  muft  build  his  owa 
houfes,  and  from  this  circumftance,  I  derived  a  very  fub- 
ftantial  relief  of  my  lofles :  Every  one  of  the  ihrep  pro- 
jeftors  built  very  good  houfes  for  their  feveral  undertak- 
ings. Thefe  houfes  ferved  to  induce  good  fettlers,  who 
^ow  thrive  and  pay  fufficienr  rents. 
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or  feven  years  ago,  lo  many  pco|^^  /" 
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Uip  yet  fliort  apd  Simple  by^  laws,  of  which  copies  (halt 
be  (ent  to  the  duke. — That  they  might  have  fome  (uo4 
for  public  ufes^  I  granted  an  pbligatioQ  on  me  aqd  mj 
fucceiTorSy  to  pay  their  treaforer  ten  pound)  Aeriing  ycady^ 
aod  tb^y  taxed  themfelves  in  one  penny  per  fall,  of  the 
yiXkgfi  iQts^*— fo  tbait  they  have  an  inoooie  of  about  thirxj 
pounds  yearly,  M^ich  will  increa& :— -I  Ihall  aUp  (iead  tq 
bl$  grace  a  copy  of  a  village  leafe. 

Befides  the  errors  I  have  already  confeflTed,  I  muft  no( 
wit  to  mention  two  others,  ift.  Before  I  began  i  did 
not  confideratcly  form  a  proper  plan  of  the  vil^gf  .--^ 
The  ib-eet  is  much  too  narrow  and  long ;  in  the  llne^  of  it 
^90  room  is  left  for  Squares.— 2dly»  In  meafuring  offthtt 
ground  for  village  lots,  I  ought  to  have  given  no  raofe 
(oom  in  front  than  was  fufficient  for  their  dwelling  houfes 
and  (hops.*— This  error  has  occafioned  various  and  now 
obvious  inconveniences  of  office  houfes^  and  unoccupied 
ground  to  the  ftreet. 

SxtraS/rom  a  Difcowrfe  on  the  Expediency  of  BftabRfiing 

Fi/bing  Stations^  orfmall  T$wns,  in  the  Highlands  ef 
.   Scotland^  and  tie  Hebrids  Islands.    By  Johh 

Knox.* 

The  atteption  of  all  well-regulated  ftates  has  generally 
been  direfled  to  fuch  objefts  of  national  utility,  as  contri- 
buted to  affift  nature,  and  to  employ  the  great  body  of 
the  people. 

The  courfcs  of  rivers  have  been  direftcd  into  new  chan* 
nels ;  internal  navigations,  of  coofiderable  length  and  di- 

*  Read  to  an  open  Committee  of  the  Highland  Society  at  Londfos, 
by  their  Secretary,  March  aS,  1786,  as  mcntioiisd  in  page  77  of 
ths  DiJftrtMtionsn 
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mcnfloDS,  have  been  opened  from  Tea  to  Tea,  through 
ieemingly  unrurmountabledifHcalties  :  even  the  ocean  itfelf 
has  been  bounded;  and,  in  many  parrsi  the  face  of 
nature  has  undergone  a  total  change. 

Immenfe  traAs  of  defart  land  have  been  brought  into 
colttvation ;  and  regions,  which  ferved  only  to  give  (belter 
to  the  wild  animals,  became,  through  the  perfevering 
hand  of  man,  the  feats  of  populous  cities,  of  fcience,  and 
of  refinement. 

Thefe  great  efforts  of  human  induftry  were  rightly  con- 
fidered  as  the  ground- work  of  manufaftures,  of  commerce, 
and  whatever  contributed  to  (he  general  welfare  of  com- 
munities, aod  to  the  flrength  of  nations.  Of  this,  the 
annals  of  ancient,  as  well  as  of  modern  times  abound  in 
examples.  The  works  of  antiquity  were,  however, 
eifcAed  by  potent  empires,  in  the  meridian  of  theii  glory  ^ 
but  thofe  of  latter  times,  and  fome  of  them  within  the 
memory  of  man,  have  been  generally  undertaken  and  car- 
ried  on  by  nations  juft  emerging  from  obfcurity,  as  Ruffia 
and  Ireland,  whofe  fudden  tranfition,  from  a  Aate  of  rudti 
vature  to  that  Aation  which  renders  tliem  refpeftable  in 
the  eyes'  of  mankind,  has  been  the  refult  of  unremitting 
application,  both  in  the  legiflature  and  individuals,  as 
well  as  of  liberal  aids  from  the  public  revenue,  without 
which,  no  objcfts  of  great  national  concerp  can  be  cffec-^ 
lually  executed. 

It  would  feem  alfb,  by  the  exertions  and  the  liberal 
grants  of  other  European  ftates,  as  France,  Auflria,  and 
Pruilia,  that  a  fpirit  of  internal  improvement,  has,  with- 
in the  prefent  century,  wifely  pervaded  the  greateft  part 
of  Eusqpe,  while  the  eflcntial  interefts  of  Britain  have 
l^een^  in  a  gre^kl  jnegfure,  faaliiced  to  delufive  fchemea' 
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of  commercial  monopoly,  at  the  diftance  of  three  thonfand 
miles  from  the  centre. 

'  Immediately  after  the  Refloratioi^,  when  peace  and  good 
humour  were  rcftored  to  this  kingdom,  the  adive  genius 
of  the  people  led  them  to  colonization  in  the  wilds  of 
North  America,  upon  the  idea  of  raifing  new  cuftomers 
for  their  manufai^ures  and  merchandize,  while  a  third 
part  of  their  native  and  very  improvable  country  remained 
in  aftatcof  nature. 

This  was  particularly  the  condition  of  the  Northern  part 
of  the  iHand  :  the  Lowlands  exhibited  almoft  one  general 
ruin,  owing  to  the  civil  and  religious  commotions  which 
had  diftrafled  that  unhappy  country,  from  the  death  of 
James  V.  in  1542  to  the  Reftoration  in  1660,  and  which 
did  not  finally  fubiide  till  the  Revolution  in  1688. 

During  thefe  diftrefsful  ages,  and  almoft  down  to  the 
prefent  day,  the  more  remote  diflriAs  of  Scotland,  called 
the  Highlands,  remained  nearly  in  the  ftate  in  which  n»^ 
ture  had  formed  them ;  a  terra  incognita^  deemed  unwor- 
thy of  notice,  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  ufeful  to 
Government,  or  the  Public. 

-  Such  was  the  half-improved  ftate  of  thcfe  kingdoms, 
when  it  was  refolved  to  extend  the  lines  of  empire,  by  in- 
cluding an  immenfe  continent,  lying  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  Atlantic^  by  which  it  was  affirmed,  that  England 
would  derive  not  only  great  wealth,  but  alfo  a  greater  de- 
gree of  ftrength  and  national  importance. 

In  fupport  of  this  new  fyftem,  the  colonifts  were  per- 
mitted to  fupply  the  mother-country  with  fhipping,  and 
to  become  in  a  certain  degree  its  carriers.  All  American- 
built  fhips  were  to  be  admitted  into  our  ports,  with  all 
jthe  privileges  of  Britifh  :  but  the  Britifli  fhips,  when  they 
arrived  in  America,  were  burdened  with  ton riagc  duties 
and  other  expences,  from  which  the  colony-built  veffels 
were  exempted.    The  fame  partiality  extended  to  Amc- 
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ricaii  feameoy  wl)o,  ia  all  the  fubfeqoe&t  wan»  were  po(f 
liable  to  be  preflTed  into  the  naval  fervice>  whkh,  GooTe* 
^aefidy^  threw  tbe  whole  burden  q(  that  fervioe  «poB  the 
iMrchoats  flod  mtrineri  of  the  mother  cauotrjr. 

This  fjfteoi  of  oobakatioa^  began  and  carried  od  at 
the  exfeacc  of  Great  Britain,  was  waroklyv  batioelftfta^ 
allf  oppofed  by  Ibme  able  polittciaas  of  tlie  laft  century ; 
l^rticularly  by  Sir  Jofiah  Cbtld  and  Doftor  Davenant^ 
whofe  prediAions  have  been  too  completely  fnlfiUed^  with 
the  additiooal  mortifying  circumftance,  which  they  could 
not  have  imagiaed,  that  our  new  cuAomers  have  coft  this 
Country  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions^  in  fupport- 
ing  their  civil  eftabiifliments  ;  in  bounties  on  the  Ameri- 
can produce ;  ia  defending  the  colonies  againft  the  Indian 
depredations,  and  the  incroachments  of  the  French ;  and, 
finally^  in  an  unfuccefsful  ftruggle  to  retain  their  alle- 
giance. 

The  effi^  of  this  expenditure  haver^ched  all  defcrip- 
tionsofmeo,  and  afforded  ample  matter  for  political  de- 
clamation, both  in  parliament^  and  out  of  it. 

Let  us  colonize  in  America,  by  which  we  (hall  be  en- 
riched, was  the  language  of  the  laft  century.  Let  m 
aband^m  dnt  diftaot  country,  by  whidi  we  have  been  im- 
povcriOied,  is  the  language  of  the  prefent  day.  Let  vs 
look  at  hoiAe,  improve  and  ftrengthen  die  centre,  is  happily 
the  favorite  topic  of  mankind,  of  whatever  defcriptioa  or 
party,  from  one  end  of  the  ifland  to  the  other. 

While  this  patriotic  fpirit  predominates  in  the  nation, 
and  while  Govcrftment  are  ftrongly  difpofed  to  co-operate 
with  the  wifties  of  the  people,  there  is  reafon  to  hope, 
that  our  envied  ifland  will  ultimately  profit  by  its  misfor- 
tune^ 
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ttURi,  And  life  )0trith  additional  fpldiddor  ftmt  ill  a^- 
ItBt  rains. 

When  all  the  bitherto  neglected  fonrces  of  agrknltare^ 
taaaufaAureSy  commerce,  and  filheries,  (hall  be  brought 
forward,  and  when  every  pound  expended  on  theie  great 
objeAs  flxall  annually,  and  for  a  perpetnityi  realize  many 
J>ouads,  enthufiafm  itfelf  falls  (hort  in  its  fpecnladve  e(U« 
mates  of  the  height  to  which  Great  Britain  may  yet  ar« 
rive. 

In  contemplating  thefe  fubjeftsi  it  naturally  occurs,  that 
the  objeAs  which  contribute  moft  efieftttally  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  navy,  flioald  take  the  lead  in  the  arrange* 
f&eots  of  future  operations.  The  ftrength  of  the  Navy 
^depends  chiefly  on  the  extent  of  our  tnaritftnb  coaft ;  the 
number  of  people  who  inhabit  that  coaft ;  and  the  nattiie 
of  the  bufinefs  <m  which  they  are  moft  geaeraHy  employ- 
ed. It  is  owing  to  the  happy  fituation  of  Great  Britain 
in  ihefe  refpeAs,  that  we  have  been  able  to  fit  out  fuch 
fttigbty  armaments,  and  to  carry  on  an  almoft  unequaHeA 
com]!nerce  over  a  great  part  of  the  habitable  world.  Bjr 
thefe,  the  Britifh  name  is  known  and  refpe^d  among 
the  favage,  as  well  as  the  civilized  nations.  But,  as  the 
force  which  may  hereafter  be  brought  agaitift  us,  by  a 
confederacy  of  naval  powers,  may  far  exceed  the  ufual 
magnitude  of  our  armaments,  it  fecms  indiipenlably  ne- 
ceflary  to  take  a  furvey  of  our  native  coafts,  and  tq  bring 
forward  a  proportionable  increafe  of  ftrength  from  parts^ 
which,  during  the  rage  for  territory  in  the  weftern  hemi- 
fphere,  were  totally  overlooked. 

The  coaft  of  Great  Britain  comprehends  nearly  two 

thoufand  miles,  of  which  about  four  handred  miles,  in 

the  northern  part,  axe  not  furnilhed  with  a.  toyifn,  har- 
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boor,  or  place  where  a  (hip  in  diftreTs  can  be  foppUed 
with  an  anchor,  cable,  or  faii.  From  the  want  of  thefe 
materials^  and  of  perfons  to  repair  the  damages  occafioned 
by  ftrcfs  of  weather,  or  other  caufes,  many  valnable  lives, 
as  well  as  veflels  and  cargoes,  are  loft  to  thefe  kingdoms. 
From  a  coaft  fo  ill  provided  in  whatever  relates  to  naviga- 
tion, the  royal  navy  cannot  be  furnifhed  wl!h  the  neceflary 
fupplies  of  feamen  and  carpenters,  when  called  for,,  by  the 
emergencies  of  the  ftate. 

To  this  great  line  of  coaft  on  the  main-land  of  the  High- 
lands, is  to  be  added  the  circumference  of  the  principal 
Hebride  Iflands,  making  fix  hundred  miles ;  the  whole, 
one  thoufand  miles ;  on  which  there  is  only  the  fmall  town 
of  Stornoway,  in  the  Hebrides  >  and  the  inconfiderable 
places  called  Thurfo,  Wick,  and  Dornoch,  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  main-land,  being  confiderably  lefs  than  one 
town,  or  rather  village,  to  every  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

The  number  of  people  throughout  the  whole  coaft,  in* 
dading  the  ifles,  may  amount  to  two  hundred  thoufand, 
or  two  hundred  for  each  mile ;  befides  one  hundred  thoa- 
fand  inhabidng  the  glens  and  interior  parts  of  the  main* 
land,  who,  were  the  coafts  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  would 
refort  thither  in  great  numbers  annually,  inftead  of  emi- 
grating with  their  wives  and  children  to  diftant  regions, 
from  whence  few  ever  return ;  and  the  nation  thereby  fuf- 
tains  a  conftaut  drain  of  perfons,  who,  from  their  bravery 
in  war,  their  hardinefs,  agility,  temperance,  fimplicity  of 
'manners,  and  domeftic  qualities,  it  would  be  highly  ex- 
pedient to  retain  on  their  native  foil.^ 

Nature 

^  ExtraB  of  a  Litter  from  the  Weft  Highlands^  March,  17S6. 
Mr.      ■    I    ■        ha»  been  at  Gieenock,  to  engage  a  tranfport  to 
Cftrry  the  Knoidart  peoplt  to  Canada  :    tbere  are  already,  at  leai^, 
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Nature  las  pointed  out,  in  ftilJcing  cbara^lers,  the 
means  whereby  that  coaft  might  be  rendered  fubferyient 
to  the  great  purpofes  of  the  navy,  as  the  primary  objeft  ; 
1)efides  the  advantages  that  would  arife  to  nianufaAures 
and  commerce,  from  the  eftablifhment  of  a  thriving,  po- 
pulous colony  in  thefe  extreme  parts  of  our  iiland. 

The  generality  of  people  who  inhibit  thefe  (hores  have 
a  ftrong  propenfity  to  a  fea  life,  particularly  to  fifheries  j 
and  no  country  In  the  known  world  is  belter  fituated  for 
extending  that  branch  on  every  fide,  and  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year.  It  is  an  cftablifhcd  faft,  thdt  the  Northern 
Ocean  is  the  grand  receptacle  of  fi(h  in  endlefs  varieties, 
and  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  exceed  the  powers  of  imagina- 
tion to  conceive.  Some  of  the  lefler  Ipecies  multiply  by 
-thoufands,  as  the  herring ;  others  by  millions,  as  the  cod- 
fifl  t,  Of  thefe,  and  other  fifties,  as  ling,  tuft,  had- 
dock, the  coafts  of  Scotland,  and  more  cfpecially  of  the 
Highlands,  have  a  double  fupply:  firft,  the  home  or  na- 
.tive  fifti,  which  propagate  on  the  coaft  through  the  whole 
year;  and,  fecondly,  the  great  annual  migrations  from 
the  northern  latitudes  within  the  Arif^ic  Circle,  which, 
after  paying  the  Britifti  kingdoms  a  temporary  vifit,  are 
again  lofl  in  the  immenfity  of  the  ocean. 

three  hundred  paflfengers  engaged,  and  it  is  thought  that  there  will 
be  many  more.  The  veflel  is  to  be  at  the  ifle  of  Oranfy  the  be- 
ginning of  June.  Thefe  people,  when  once  they  fettle  in  Canada, 
will  encourage  others,  as  they  are  now  encouraged  by  fome  frienels 
before  them  ;  this  will  form  a  chain  of  emigration  :  it  is  thought 
the  country  will  be  converted  into  a  /heep  walk.  Should  this  grow 
general,  and  our  gallant  Highlanders  defert  us,  I  fear  all  the  (hecp 
that  can  be  introduced  and  reared  will  foim,  in  their  ilead,  but  a 
forry  defence  againft  our  enemies. 

The  number  of  people  that  embarked,  amounted  to  550.  At 
this  time,  June  1781,  70000  acres  of  land'Ve  advertifed  to  be  Jet 
«pon  the  eiiate  of  Ardnamarchan,  on  the  fame  fCoaft. 

j-  PhiJofophical  Tranfa^ions. 
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The  fiflierics  carried  on  at  prcfent  by  the  oorthcro  in- 
habitants coofift  of  the  home  fifhery  Immediately  upon 
their  ihores,   and  In  the  lakes  and  bays,  by  which  thefe 
fliores  are  every  where  iadeoted,  from  one  to  tweoty  auie$ 
within  land.     The  varieijes  moft  afually  caught  oq  thefe 
(bores  are  herrings,  white-fifh,  flat-fifh,  mackarel,   dog- 
fifh,  and  feals.     Shell-fi(h  alfo  abounds,  but  is  rnuch  neg- 
lected, excepting  lobfters  for  the  London  market ;  oyfters^ 
which  are  fometimes  burnt  unopened  for  manure  to  the 
land;  and  lefTer  fifh,- which  are  (old^to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  before-mentioned  towns,  at  an  incredible  low  price. 
Secondly,  there  is  9  difl;ant  fi(hery  for  herriog^  cod» 
ling,  and  tufk,  around  the  Shetland  Iflaads  on  the  north- 
call,  and  Iceland  on  the  north-w^ft ;    both  of  which  fta- 
tions  are  regularly  frequeaced  by  many  veflels  from  the 
^jarititxie  Ringdon^s  of  Europe  ;  while  the  (hare  which  tlie 
Scots  haye  in  this  diAant  filhery  is  little  more  than  a  name; . 
nor  have  they  been  able  to  carry  on  even  the  home  fifhery 
to  any  confiderabte  extent,  comparatively  to  what  that 
fishery  admits  of.     Still  lefs  is  the  (bare  that  has  fallen  to 
|he  lot  of  the  poor  native  HighLindcrs,  on  whofe  imme- 
diate (bores,   perfons  from  diflant  parts  make  their  annual 
captures.     Whereas,  by  improving  thefe  fifheries,  and  by 
a  continued  fucceffion  of  (i(hing  and  failing,  thefe  northern 
(hores  would  be  ready  at  all  times  to  furnifli  a  very  power- 
ful fupply  of  excellent  feamen;  but,  ip  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  country,  no  eiieflual  exertions  can  be  made,  even 
in  that  fifhery  which  its  lakes  and  bays  afibrd.    Here  is  a 
confiderable  body  of  people  without  capital,  and  a  coaft 
Without  towns  where  the  natives  can  be  fupplied  with  nets, 
"   caflcs,  fait,    hooks,  lines,,  and  provifions. — Here  are  no 
plages  where  fifhers,  women  and  children,  from  diflaot 
3  >^r^^. 
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pt^H^  tan  be  accommodated  with  lodgings,  either  tvKiI« 
iff  health  or  in  ficknefs*  The  iahabitants  of  thefe  fliores 
have  but  fcancy  dwellings  to  themfelves,  and  are  equally 
ill  provided  in  neceflTaries  fgr  the  accommodation  of  per- 
fons  who  would  flock  thither  in  the  fiOiiog  feafons. 

This  deplorable  ftate  of  the  Highlands  having  beea 
lately  reprefented  in  ftrong  colours  to  the  feelings  and  feri- 
ous  attentioti  of  the  public,  and  the  increafe  of  feamen  be* 
ing  alfo  an  objeft  of  great  national  importance,  «he  legif- 
lacare  has  already  entered  upon  the  fubjeft  of  promoting 
the  northern  fi(heries,  and  of  removing  feveral  impedi- 
ments, which  have  hitherto  retarded  their  progrefs.  Other 
objeAs  of  a  fimilar  nature  are  now  in  contemplation.— 
But  no  laws,  however  judicious,  no  regulations,  however 
expedient,  can  extend  and  fecure  a  permanent  fifhery  and 
ntfrfery  of  feamen  Upon  thefe  ftiores,  unlefs  the  public 
fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  accommodate  the  natives,  and 
thofe  who  may  be  difpofed  to  come  among  them,  with 
babitatiOtis  and  lodgings,  upon  pr  near  the  moft  frequented 
fiftiing  grounds,  and  where  thefe  perfons  may  be  furniftied 
with  the  neceflTaries  of  lite,  and  all  the  materials  for  boat- 
building, fiihing,  packing,  and  curing. 

This  implies  the  cftablifliing  of  Fishing  Stations, 
or  fmall  Free  Towns,  in  the  moft  eligible  fituations, 
both  on  the  mainhnd,  and  on  the  Hebride  Iflands,  which 
front  the  exfenfive  line  of  weftern  coafl  at  greater  or  lefs 
diftanccs,  and  where  the  ftioals  of  herrings  pafs,  in  their 
annual  migrations  to  the  fouth,  filling  fometimes  one  lake, 
fometimes  another ;  which  fifliery,  were  the  natives  bet- 
ter accommodated,  would  prove  a  fourcc  of  great  national 
wealth;  employ  thoufands  of  indigent  people  of  bofh 
fcxcs ;  and  bring  forward  into  the  line  ©f  aftive,  ufeful 
G  a  .  induftry 
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try  that  compel 

to  thefe  important  obje^s,    as    v^.    fV 
^en,    I  formerly  propofed   that^Hjf 
t>y  way  of  experiment.     Tome  /^  ,         ^ 

the  main-Iaad.     each     ftation    o<^         .         ^ 
rk.  1!^  twenty    rmall    hourevX   vV    \    %, 

the  national  fi„a„ees,  Tnci^/,^^  ^^S^^^ 
«a.    fome  gentlemen,    who  f ^^S^      ^i^OvSN  --i>i 


n^mons.   have  fuggerJed  the 
^le    «n   Great  Britain   w/// 


«  marzfme  colony  within  o 
»«r  that  gentlemen  of  a/g. 
^e  forward  upon  this  oce^; 

■^^'ng   a  coaft  of  one  th^  -.^   ^^^^ 
fe-«nen,    any  hoftlle  d^^t^^  r^ 


™°'"«  and  aifta„  fe^^^.~'  <^V  %' 


'"^^ 


pared  to  wHi<.l,,        ^^^     «^p..c^  /'      >  /       i 

Requires  o„,y    ^     erlfl«,       ^^^    ^  ,,^et    i     t^  i 
'o  advance     £e    ^  =.  „  ^        ^hioH,    "#  /  /  , 

c'oth,   woollens,         l^«E-*J^3^a,-e,    <:vit\e<11  /, 

»cntofJe/fer-    ar-ta^lc^s,       fo*-    ^KicVv  ^<^V 

Sir  Char  1  es     A,V>k i  «:  -w-c^*- K\r%r' »   Comove^^  t 

«"iualexporrs       J=~r-<=»KX^       JEIns^^^^c^     to    ScO^ 

the  Union    of     cl:^.e        t'W'*^*      XC:in^<fIotns  to 

Atprefeai  tli^r^    st.r^    ^<=>c»cl    grounds  for 

mcreafed  thirty  — *NC>X«:i       i  ira        -V£».I  «3e,      1>eing 

^ere   the     ix»f-t  !-»«?■- r»       fi£'t-%.^rx^s     imj>ro« 

folly  emplo5rc ci ,         tt*^     ^3«;_f3NO«-«s    eo-    that  « 

>  <fom  would    incr»-^r*/^     j:>x-«:>j=»c:>*-tic»i3s»t>Iy- 

Thefeare    ttie:    ^K-our^cJs      <:>Fa    -w^lticih  x^ 

tfiat  the  inemE:»«sx-s     o^      «r^»*=      X^J^h/arrd    S 

«ndEdinbux-gh«,        armti    <=»iJt»e«-     no£>ieme«  a, 

,  fubfcribe  to  this     f^ Isi.  r»,       «i  n  d    r la e^-efoj'  enah}, 

berofgendeme«       o-^     ran^       a«cJ -/i^rru/^e  ,^ 

teesocdire^ox-s,       «j:^c^«        «^'''=     £,«/7r»e/S  oA 

Foprietors  of  lancJs,        --^"^    wic/a    ^^-^^^^/Wq,     C^ 

«ain final!  plain    I>«i/<i'«^*    ^'-'^     ^c^«r/-ac?.        0^ 

rhe  Defer- i/.r^^r^     ^^  ^^^    ^^^^^^^-^^ f^^^,  ' 

*ndofthe    ^^/^^'^-^      ^y^^^  '      ^^-^       ^'^"'^-^$^^'< 
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Ahjlra^  6f  tf>e  AB  f&r  incorpbtating  the  Jiritijb  Society. 

'  THE  preamble  ftates  the  great  want  of  improvement 

'  in  fiflierjes,  agriculture,  and  manufadlures,  in  the  High- 

'  lands  and  iflands  of  North  Britain — The  prevalence  of 

'  emigration,  from  the  want  of  employment  in  thofe  parts 

t  — The  profpcd  of  .  a  new  ntirfery  of  feamen,   by  the 

'  eflablilhment  of  fifhing  towns  and  villages  in  that  quar- 

•  ter — The  aft  therefore  declares,  that  the  perfons  therein 

'  named,  and  eveiy  other  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  there- 

'  after  become  proprietors  of  the  joint    fiock   mentioned 

'  therein,  (hall  be  a  diftind  and  fcparate  body  politic  and 

'  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Britijh  Society  for  extniding 

'  the  Fijheries  and  impro'ving  the  Sea  Coofti  of  this  KingdMi*-^* 

^  That  the  faid  fodety  may  raife  a  capital  joint  ftock  not 

'  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,    to 

^  be  applied  to  purchafing  or  otherwife  acquiring  lands  and 

'  tenements  in  perpetuity,  for  the  building  thereon,  and*  on 

^  no  other  land  whatever,  firee  towns,  villages^  and>  fifhing 

'  f^ations — That    the  joint  flock    fhall    be  divided  into 

fhares  of  fifty  pounds  each — That  no  one  perfon  (hall  in 

his  or   her  name  pofTefs  more  than  ten  fhares  or  500L 

— That  the  fociety  fhall  not  borrow  any  fura  or  fums  of 

money  whatfoever — That  the  fums  to  be  advanced  for  this 

undertaking*  and  the  profits  arifing  tlierefrom,  fhall  be. 

divided  pro]x>rtionably  to  the  fums  fubfcribed ;  and  that 

no  perfon  fliall  be  liable  for  a  larger  fura  than  he  or  fhe 

fhall  have  refpedively  fubfcribed — That  one  or  two  fhares 

fhall  entitle  to  one  vote  and  no  more,  in  perfon  or  by 

proxy,  at  all  meetings    of  proprietors ;    three  or  four 

fhares,  to  two  votes ;  five,  fix,  or  feven  fhares,  to  three 

votes ;  eight  or  nine  fhares,  to  four  votes ;  and  ten  fhares* 

to  five  votes  and  no  more — That  more  perfons  than  one 

inclining  to  hold  in  their  joint  names  one  or  more  fhares^ 

fhall  be  entitled  to  vote,  by  one  of  fuch  perfons,  according 

to  the  priority  of  their  names,  or  by  proxy — That  bodies 

corporate  fhall  vote  by  proxy  under  their  feaU—That  all 

perfons  holding  proxies  fhall  be  proprietors,  and  that  no 

"    '  on« 
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'  one  perfon  (hall  hold  more  tlian  five  votes  by  proxy- -That 
'  the  affairs  of  the  fociety  fhall  be  nonaged  by  ^  go- 
'  vernor,  deputy  governor,  and  thirteen  other  directors,  to 
'  be  elected  annually,  on  the  25th  of  March,  from  amon^ 
'  the  proprietors  of  the  fociety,  holding  at  leaft  one  full  fhare, 
'  by  iigned  lifts  of  their  names  to  be  tranfmitted  by  the  pro- 
'  prietors  to  the  fecretary  of  the  fociety — That  five  pro- 
'  prietors,  not  being  governor,  dire!£tor,  or  other  officer, 
'  ihall  be  in  like  manner  annually  eleded  to  audit  the  ac- 
'  counts  of  the  fociety — That  there  Ihall  be  one  general 
'  meeting  of  the  proprietors  annually,  on  the  25  th  of  March 
'  — That  occafional  general  meetings  fhall  be  called  on  the 
'  requeft  of  nine  or  more  proprietors — That  the  general 
'  meetings  of  the  proprietors  Ihall  make  all  bye-laws  and  con- 
'  ftitutions  for  the  government  of  the  fociety,  and  for  the 

•  good  and  orderly  carrying  on  of  the  buiinefs  of  the  fame 

•  — That  no  transfer  ihall  be  made  of  the  ftock  of  the  fo- 
'  ciety  for  three  years,  from  the  10th  of  Auguft  1786— 

•  That  the  cafli  of  the  fociety  (hall  be  lodged  in  the  Bank  of 
'  England,  Bank  of  Scotland,  or  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scot- 
'  land— That  no  diredlor,  proprietor,  agent,  or  officer  of 
^  the  fociety,  (hall  retain  any  fum  or  fums  of  money  in  his 
»  hands  beyond  the  fpace  of  thirty  days,  on  any  account 
'  whatfoever— That  all  payments  by  the  fociety  (hall  be 
'  made  by  drafts  on  the  faid  banks,  under  the  hands  of  the 
^  governor  or  deputy  governor,  counterfigned  by  the  fecre- 
'  tary  or  his  deputy,  and  two  or  more  diredors — And  that 
'  the  books  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  fociety  (hall  be  kept, 

•  ihall  be  open  to  all  the  proprietors.' 

Such  being  the  powers  which  the  legiflature  has  already 
granted  to  the  fociety  for  the  attainment  of  the  important  ob- 
jefts  of  their  inftitution,  the  directors  cannot  entertain  a  doubt 
of  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  every  real  well-wi(her  to  the 
prolperity,  ftrength,  and  honour  of  Great  Britain.  ' 
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ISJf  ef  the  t>ire3ors  and  other  Officers,  eleSted  on  the  i  itb  rf 
Jnguft  1786,  and re-eUSed on  the  26th  0/ March  1787. 

GOVERNOR, 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle. 

DEPUtV   GOVERNORj 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane. 

DIRECTORS^ 

The  Mod  Honourable  the  Marquis  of  Graham, 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl'of  Moray, 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Abercorn, 
^  The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  Gower, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  SufHeld, , 
Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn,  Baronet,  M.  P. 
Henry  Beaufoy,  Efq,  M.  P. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq.    M.  P, 
John  CaU,  Efq.  M.  P. 
George  Dempfter,  Efq.  M.  P. 
F.  H.  Mackenzie,  Efq.  M.  P. 
Ntil  Malcolm,  Efq. 
William  Wilberforce,  Efq.  M.  P, 

AUDITORS, 

Sir  Robert  Herries,  Knt. 
Alexander  Anderfon,  Efq. 
Duncan  Campbell,  Efq. 
»  William  Grant,  Efq. 

Alexander  Pringle,  Efq. 

•BCRETARY, 

John  Mackenzie,  Efq. 

The  total  amount  of  fubfcriptiojas  in  May  1787,    wat 

rwenty  five  thoufand  pounds  ;  of  which  fum,  the  Author  of 

ihefe  fliects  procured,  chiefly  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  king-  ». 

dora,  four  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  feventy  Hye  pounds,  V 

"between  July  1786  and  February  1787.  \ 

A  call  of  ten  per  cent,  has  been  made  by  the  Direaors,    \ 
which,  after  defraying  the  expences  of  tlie  ad  of  incorpora- 
hon,  and  other  incidental  difburfemcnts,  was  lodged  agrec- 
abh  to  the  aft  of  parliament. 
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Cuthris^  Eff.  at  Buxtm,  May  ^  and  June  ^ 

1 785,  to  George  Dempfter,  Eff.     ,         -  81 

Recent  to  make  Teafi,  communicated  by  Mr.  Dernier    8$ 

Memorandunu  concerning  the  Village  tf  Lawrence  Kirk, 

by  LordGardenJlone,  communicated  hy  Mr.  Dempfier  86 
ExiraSifrom  a  Difcourfe  on  the  Expediency  of  EJiabliJb- 
ing  Fijbing  Stations,  or  fmall  Towns,  in  the  High* 
lands  of  Scot/and,  and  the  Heiride  TJles.  By  John 
Knox.  Read  to  an  open  Committee  of  the  Highland 
Society y  at  London,  by  their  Secretary,  March,  28, 
1786  -  -  -  -  9)f 

jtll/ira^  of  the  jtlffor  incorperating  the  Britijh  Setiety    xoz 
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|n  Page  44*  line  9,  of  the  Journal;  for  £ree*ftone  quarryy  fi^^ 
ftoiie  quarry. 

-  63,  line  i6»  fw  Oban»   read  Tobirmory. 
■     -jii  line  i8«y9r  foundy  rra^ formed. 

j+o,  line  \^^for  \i9KSt  Hare  ai^d  Wil<|  Fowl,  rtmd 

\  Deer  and  Wild  Fowl. 

»——  176;  line  aaty«^Roft-fhirerj«^Rofi 

^«^-  sii»  line  II,  y^r  its  general  navigation,  read  general 

p«vi|^atlon. 

117,  line  xo^JerfA  moderate,  read  of  2l  moderate. 


JUST  pubKflidd  bj  J.  Walter,  Charing  Crofs  ;  R. 
FauJtbr,  New  Bond-Jlreet ;  IV.  Richardfcn,  Royal  Ex- 
cb^nge^  London. — W.  Gordon,  and  G,  SUioi,  Edinburgh  ; 
Dunhp  andWilfin,  Clafgow. 

I.  A  View  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  more  c(pecially  Scot- 
lAod  ;  with  fomc  Propofals  for  the  Improvement  of  that 
Country ;  the  Extenfion  of  its  Fiflieries,  and  the  Reliet 
of  the  People.  By  J.  Knox.  The  tbird  edidoa,  ia  two 
Vols.  Oftavo.    Price  12s.  bonnd. 

II.  Obfcrvaticns  on  the  Northern,  Fifhcrics  ;  OftaFo, 
Price  3^  fewcd. 

HI.  A  Comnttrctal  Miip  of  Scotland ;  with  the  ^  1 
Roads,  Stages,  and  Diftances,  brought  down  to  the  prefent 
Time.  In  this  Map  the  principal  Bays,  Lakes,  and 
2  Soaiids  are  diftioAly  reprefented ;  alfo  the  three  great  Di< 
vifionsof  Idands,  compreheodtng  thofe  of  the  Hebrides, 
the  Orkneys,  and  Shetland  ;  with  the  fitnation  and  ex- 
tent of  the  propofed  Canals.  Printed  on  a  large  (heet  of 
fin^  Atlas  Paper;  degantly  engraved  and  coloured 
Price.  3». 
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